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APPESDIX. 



Smithsonian Ikstitution, 

Washington, January 1, 1850. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you, in corapHa'^ce with the duty- 
assigned me, the following report upon the public libraries of the United 
States, prepared ia accordance with the plan of rendering the Smithsonian 
Institution a centre of bibliographical knowledge. 

i remain, very' respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. (J.JEWETT, 
Librarian of the Sjmtlisonimi IiistUuiton. 
To Joseph Henbt, LL. D., 

Se'Tetary of th<s Hmilhmniaii fnslitittion. 



PKELIMIKARY EEMAfeKS. 

Books constitute a large element of the intellectwal wealth of a nation. 
On the shelves of publishers and venders they are an indication of exist- 
ing demand, and an earnest of usefulness. Nor are they idle even 
there. The shops' of booksellers have, from early times, been the favorite 
resorts of men of letters. Their contents are, for purposes of -reference, 
more accessible than those of most libraries. 

Collections of booJts foe private libraries are also of great public interest. 
The proprietor of each derives from it Jiis own means of teaching 
the public. Not only so; fffivate collections are generally made for 
specificpurposes, and are — each in some particular branch of knowledge i— 
ascompJete as the means of the proprietor will-allow. The learning, bib- 
iiographical skill, and resources of the collector have been limited to 
some one object, and that he has pursued to its utmost extent. He has 
thus formed a complete library in one departments The aggregation of 
such libraries would constitute a complete universal library. These col- 
lections generally become, sooner or later, parts of public collections: such 
is commonly the wish of the scholars who fonn them. Therefore, the 
conimunity may be allowed to watch — so far as they can without intru- 
siveness — Sneh private acirumotadons, with interest and satisfaction- In 
this country, moreover, a narrow and exclusive spirit among book collect- 
ors is aimost unknown. Gathering for use, and with an , appreciating 
spirit, they are not disposed to debar others from the treasures \yhich they 
possess. The liberality of proprietors of large .collections of books in this 
country is remarkable, and i believe unparalleled. 

But our present object is not to describe private collections. The cen- 
sus board, with an enlightened regard tor the interests of letters, have in- 
cluded books, in both public and private libraries exceedingone thousand 
volumes, among the objects to be enumerated-. Mr. John K. iJartlett, be- 
fore his appointment to the important post which he now holds upon the 
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Mesicati boHndary commission, had made considerable progress hi pro- 
curing from the proprietors of tlie most valuable, private collections sucti 
accounts of their literary treasares as-wouid be of pubJit importance, and 
such as they were willing to have printed. These notes Will not be lost, 
though the publication of them is deferred. 

Our immediate concern is with public libraries. It is tinnetiesEary to 
seek for an exact definition of the word jfufiHc in this connexion. I 
mean by it libraries which are accessible — either without restriction, or 
upon conditions with which all can .easily comply— to every person who 
wishes to use them for their appropriate purposes. In this sense I bo- 
Jieve it may be said that ail libraries in this country, which are not pri- 
vate property, (and indeed many which are private property,) are public 
libraries. 

Of these libraries I have endeavored to collect such historical, statisti- 
cal, and descriptive notices as would be of general interest; together with 
such special details as would be beneficial lo those who are engaged in the 
organization and care of similar establishments. 

No person who will consider the vast extent of the field to be surveyed, 
the tedious process by which most of the informatisn is to be collected — 
namely, by, circular !et(crs and private correspondence — the difficulty in 
this busy land of getting any one to furnish minute information on such 
subjects, the antiquated statistics, on these mattei^, which survive all 
other changes, in gazetteers and geographies, and the fact that there is 
nowhere in this country a full collection of books and pamphlets reialing 
to the local affairs of the several towns and counties of the different States — 
no one who will consider these things, and remember that this is bui ojmJ 
of the topics of inquiry to which I was required to devote my attention, 
and that, by the otlier duties of my office, I was prevented from visiting 
most of the libraries which I wished to describe, will be surprised if he 
should find that, in some instances, these accounts are not so full nor so 
accurate as could be desired. 

■ The publication of them, in their present state, is considered a step 
necessary to their completion and perfection. Copies will be distributed 
to librarians and others interested m these matters, and all persons who 
m^y receive the work Eire earnestly requested to furnish corrections, ad- 
ditions, and suggestions for a second edition. It is hoped that within a 
few years materials may he obtained for accurate accounts, embracing ail 
historical facts of importance with reference to every librai^y and every in- 
stitution possessing a library in this country; and including the history 
and statistics, with a description of the bibliographical and scientific 
treasures of each. 

The present notices relate almost exclusively to libraries. When the li- 
brary forms but a department (itroay be a comparatively small one) of an 
institution, it has not been the aim lo give anything more of the history 
of^such institution than was necessaiy to illustrate the formation, position 
or prospects, of the librauf * 

It was at first intende#to limit these nolicea to the answers obtained to 
the questions of a circular letter.* Many of the circulars have, however, 

•'The foilowing \a a. copy ol' the circular JeLitr; 

The following questions have been prepared in order to eolleel aa accurate Biatistios as pnB- 
BiWe of fhe various public libmrieB in the United Statf e: 
1. By what name is the library legally designnied? 3. When was it founded? 3. What nuiaber 
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remtuned to this time unanswered ; others ivere filled up hastily, and 
gave but a meagre account of the collections; others, again, simply re- 
ferred to some sources from which authentic details might be gathered. 
In order to give anything like completeness or uniformity tp the. notices, 
it was found necessary to rewrite them, and to seek addidonal infoiias- 
tion Ax>m all available sources. When the librarian's name is giten ifi 
connexion with an article, it is an indication that the principal facts were 
■derived from Ids' answers to the queries. When the, facts have been ga- 
tti'ered from other sources, the authorities have, foe the most part, heejx 
n^aied. 

- It;is.to be regretted that these statistics do not all refer to exactly tlie 
^(nOvdate. They were intended to represent the condition of the librariea 
af tb^ middle of the year 1849; but when returns were not made, 'and it 
was necessary to take the best accounts at hand, these frequently related 
to a time severalyears past. 

Doubtless many libraries, more important than some which are men- 
tioned in these notices, have been overlooked. The omission is unin- 
tentional. It has been ^tterly impossible to collect, at. ottce, fuU and 
reliable accounts of all the libraries, small and large, in the country. 
Thjs- publication will make known our wish to gather all fects worthy of 
record respecting' every -one of'them; and, in conformity with this plan, 
we would respecffuUy and earnestly solicit from the guardians of libraries 
BQt mentioned here, or of which the accounts are incorrect or in any. 
way unsatis Victory, to furnish us w^ith the means of improving the work 
for a second edition. "VVe would 'dirept attention particularly to the fol- 
lowing points: ' 

1. The number of volumes of printed books as they stand upon t!)e 
shelves; the number of pamphlets; the number of manuscripts, in the 
form of works intended for publication, or of letters, &.c. ; the number of 
map and charts; of loose engravings; of sheets of music unbound, and 
of bound books of music; the number of coins and medals, pictures, 
busts, i&c., possessed by the institution on the 1st of January, 1851, 

2. The expenditure for books, and the number of books purchased, 
4uring the year ending December 31, 1850. 

3. Tlie number of books lent out, also the number used in the lib^^y 
loonjp, during the same period. 

, 4. Important facts not akeady given .with reference to the history of the 

ofrolanies does it contain? 4. Has it pollestions of maQuscripi^j raapa and ctinrta, mueic, engra' 
vjngB, m^dHls, coins, etc.? If so, please tp state the number ot^articlea of eaqh description. 5. Are 
Ifaeiiuinbers, given in reply 1o the 1h9( two qaeations, itscertained by aciuslly counting the vot- 
ifmsa and articles, or are they from a conjcctui'a] estimat^ 6. What has b^en the yaarly avera^ 
nninber of Toliimes added co the library fur the Ituit ten years? 7. Whst h^ been the yeailj 
average expenditure for the purchase of books? 6. li there a petmiinent fund for the uicm^^ 
^f the library? If so, how large is it, and what sum does it yield anijuklly? 9. How msi^V aiAt 
what officera are employed! What are the nsmea and addresB of the present officers? 10. Hasi 
building been erected esprefiely for the library? II so, when, of what material, a^id a( yfiat tiX- 
penae? 11. What are ilie dimensions, aod what is the etouM|plan. of the library building or 
tooips? IS. A.re the baulis arrangeS on the shelves accord infljPsubJ acts, or on some other &jb- 
Km? 13. is there a printed catalqgus of the library? If ho, when was it printed, andwhat is itf 
size, and th<: Dumber of pages? ll'moretliat; one, whai is the dale of esch? 14. How oflen 
IS the library opened, and how long is itlfeptopen each time? 15. Who are enlided to the us^ 
of the library, end on what terma? 16, Ar» tKioks lent out to re,acJ? if ao, how many hk 
taken out annually? 17. What is the yearly averai;e number of persons consulting the library 
without taking away boote? 18. Have the books been injured at any tiftie by insects? l9. Is 
(here any regulntioit by which books may be lent by caurlesy (o persona at a dielance? If .^Oi 
W^t is ilf 
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library, aii3 the institution with which the libraiy is connected. In tlii* 
place we would also beg leave, on behalf of the Smithsonian Institution, 
to solicit for its Ubrarylhe gift of books, pamphlets, or articles, printed or 
written, relative to the history, condition, or prospects of every literary, 
scientific, and educational establishment in the country; with catalogues 
(old as well as new) of all libraries; annual and triennial catalogues of 
colleges and high schools; and documents relating to common schools, 
Sunday schools, ifec. It is highly important to have upon our shelves the 
means of tracing the progress of education in this country hi the history 
of schools, colleges, and lijararies, from their foundation to the present 
time. Such acoliection would be fteculiarly appropriate in a centi-al in- 
stitution like this. Nothing pertaining to the subject should be thought 
too insignificant to be sent. Everything will lind its place, and, we may 
safely say, will one day be usefi.il. 

6. It would be interesting to have a description, or at least a list, of ail 
remarkably rare and curious books or manuscripts which the library may 
possess; and we would ask particularly for an account, as minute as may- 
be convenient, of all manuscripts relating to tlie early history of this 
country. * 

To those who have contributed information for this work I beg leave to 
present my sincere thanks. • I have heretofore spoken of the articles con- 
tained in the "Serapenm" for 1846, from the pen of Hermann E. Lude- 
wig, esq., of New York, on the libraries of America, as the fullest and 
most correct account of them that had been published. His was the 
work of a pioneer. It was faithfully done, and 1 most cheerfully 
acknowledge my obligations to him for the assistance which I have de- 
rived from nis researches,* 

MAINE. 



State Ubrary— about 9,000 m/s.— Founded 1836, The average yearly 
increase is about 500 volumes. From 1840 to 184T, the annual appropria- 
tion for the purchase of books was |300; for 1848, UW; for 184&, 
$400. One of the rooms of the State House {50 feet by 30) is appropnated 
to the library. It is fitted up with alcoves on two sides— twelve in all. 
Three catalogues have been printed— the first (60 pages 8vo.) m 1839; 
the second (11^ pages 8vo.) in 1843; the third (130 pages 8vo.) in 1846. 
Another is in preparation. During the sessions of the legislature the 
library is open from 8 a. m. to 6 p. m. Books may be taken from the 
library by the governor, members of the council, senate, house of repre- 
sentatives, heads of departments, judges of the courts, secretary and 
members of the board of education, and the superintende nt of the Insane 

•TheEB holites were brougMBp to Januiirv^ 1850, al whiih time lliey were presented to ths 
Regents of tlie Smithaoniaii Inalilulion. As ihe printing has been delayed for b year, I have 
added to them auoh facis as during the interval have come to my knowledae. Theae additions 
improve the noticed in fullness and accuracy ; but they give Ihem a fragmenlary charaeier, which 
could only be avoided by rewriiing laany of ihom— a task which was nol oouEisteni wiiii my 
other duties. ^^^ 
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flospital. The privilege to the members of the legislahire, board of educa- 
tion and its secretary, is limited to the time they may be in session. No 
law books, (excepting those of the State of Maine,) nor boolrs presented 
by the United States, or, any other State, or received through Vattemare's 
exchange, can be ttjcpn from the hbrary except for the use of the two 
houses, and the committees, at the committee-rooms, during their session. 
Probably 3,500 persons consult the library each year. Ezra B. French, 
«f Damariecotta, Secretary of State and ar officio librarian;, Abner Oakes, 
of Sangerville, assistant librarian. 



Theological Seminwy Zifemrtes— 7,500 vols.— The Theological Semi- 
nary at Bangor was incorporated in 1814 as the " Maine Charity School." 
It was at first connected with Hampden Academy. In 1819 it was removed 
to Bangor. It is under the direction of the CongregationaUsts. The 
library was founded in. 1832, and contains 7,500 volumes, selected with 
special reference to the benefit of theological students; with a few maps 
and charts, and a great variety of curiosities, collected chiefly by mis-, 
sionaries .among the heathen; as ornaments, implements of labor, idol 
gods, &c., &c. The yearly average increase, is about 400volumes. An- 
nual expenditure for books about |500. There is no permanent fund. 
It is expected that a building will soon be erected for the library. The 
books are arranged on the shelves aecordihg to subjects. No catalogue 
has been printed. There are two written catalogues — one alphabetical^ 
the other recording the books as they stand on the shelves. Open twice 
& week for taking out books, and every afternoon for consultation.^ Stui 
•dents, officers, trustees, clergymen, and other literary gentlemen in tha 
city of Bangor, are entitled to the use of the library, for which no charga 
is made. The post of librarian is usually filled liy a student of the 



The Society of Inquiry on Missions, connected with the seminary, is 
in possession of a valuable cabinet and library. — [See History of the 
Bangor Theological Seminary, by Rev. E. Pond, D. D., in the Ameri- 
can Q,uarte4y Register for August, 1841, p. 27.] 

BRUNSWICK. 

Boiodoin College LiSmnes— 34,750 uofe.— Bowdoin College was estab- 
lished in 1794, but it did not go into operation till eight years later. The 
college library dates from the organization of the institution, in 1803, and 
contains at present (1849) 11,600 volumes. For the last ten years the 
avei-affe annual irtcrease has been about 130 volumes, and the average 
annual expenditure about $200. There is no permanent fund for the 
purchase of books, but an annual appropriation of ®200 is made from the 
funds of the college. Since 1846 a granite bjaLiing has been erected, at 
anexpenae of about 140,000; apm-t of which Wl be the college chapel, 
and a part contains the library. The room how occupied by the library 
is 70 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 18 feet high. There are, besides, two 
wings, to be used when required— each 70 feet long, 18-feet wide, and 
18 feet high. The last printed catalogue was published in 1819, con- 
tainJng 120 pages Svo. It is now out of print, and, were it to be had, 
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would give a very imperfect idea of the preset library. Jt is expected 
that a new catalogue will soon be prepared and published. The library 
is open tSiree times ayeeli, one horn each time. During these hours the 
use of the libittty is allowed to all persons, wiihout fee. Boolis are lent 
out to the studentSj, resident graduates, officers, trustees, and overseers 
of the college, and to the clergyilieil of Topsham and Brunswick. The 
number of charges for volumes lent is about 3,000 annually. Daniel R. 
Goodwin, Professor of Modem Languages, is librarian. 

There are four libraries belonging to societies of under graduates of the 
college, viz: 

The Peucinian Society library . . . . 4,800 vols 

AitJiensean Society, library .... 3,800 " 

(These two libraiies are increased anuualiyj each by about 
,.S00 volumes.) 

"Theological Society library .... 7.50 " 

Peace Society library - ' - - - - 500 " 

(The books belonging to the Peace Society were presented 

by the late William Ladd, esq.) 
The niedical depajtment of the college, established in 

1820, has a remarkably good tibfary of - - - 3,300 " 

Tlie Hi^trrical Society of Maine was incorporated February 5, 1822., 
It has a small library of books, pamphlets, manuscripts and papers, re- 
lating principally to the history of Maine. The society has received, du- 
ring the last year, a grant of land from the legislature, which will yield 
about $6,000, for the express purpose of erecting a fire-proof building. 
When such a building is completed, a new interest will doubtless be 
awakened in the community in behalf of tiie society, and it is expected 
that large collections of manuscripts and papers of historic value with 
reference to the State, now kept in reserve waiting for a safe place of de- 
posite, will be received, and ivill form an important and valuable library. 
Professor Alpheus S. Packard, of Bowdoin College, Brunswick, librariau. 



Forest Club Library — 200 vols. — Aroostook counly is silu'ated in the 
northern forests of Maine. Houlton, the shire town, is nearly 100 miles 
fiom any settlement of importance in the United States. It is, however, 
glatiiyins to record the estahlishrtient in this place of a public library, in 
July, 1849. The number of its volumes is as yet inconsiderable; but we 
chronicle its formation with the hope that the notice may, in some hum- 
ble manner, serve its interests by directing towards it the donations of 
those who have books to bestow. William Butterfield, librarian. 

PORTLAND. 

Atlienmiin Li&rary-^jtlO vols.— This institution was incorporated 
March 6, 1837. The library contains (1S49) 6,170 volumes. The rate of 
increase cannot be accurately stated; a new system of supervision has 
lately been adopted, which will hereaiter enable the librarian to give such 
information. The institution has a fund, now amounting to ^3,100, and 
increasing at the rate of $300 to $500 per year, intended for the genera! 
purposes of the Athenssum. 
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An alphabetical catalogue of SR pages in 12n,o- ™ printed in 183EL 
Another was printed, D.cemljer, 1 849, entitled "Catalogue of the Libraiv 
of the Poniand Athenonmi with the By-Laws of the In.titnfon, adopted 
FebraOT 19, 1649." ■ laio. Portland, 1849: in 150 pages The books 
are airanged in 18 phaplots. This catalogue is well oompded and hand. 

somely printed. 

Thehbtanr is open twice aweek, 3| hours each time. 

Thepeiwns entifled to the use of the library are, propnetors of shares, 
costin? $40 each, and others on payment of tlO annually. 

8 150 books were lent out during the last year. James Merrdl, hbra. 



nan 



The following historical,account of the Athenasnm is ftom a book just 

publishedbyMr. Willis, of Portland: ■ t. ^ „.. „ 

"This institution is the successor to the Library Society, which was es- 

hshed in 1766, by twenty-sii gentlemen, who associated together lor 

.r. . . ^1 ^ ^' — ^ ^u~.v,« -^^t^ n^tUinrr 111 flip Inrm m !l 



that purpose. Previous to that time there was nothing in the form ol a 
libra^yLs^g i„.own.____Thehbrary opened ■„ 166 w^^^^^^^ 



library eiistmg in town, ine uorary ope lou mi i. „»--.. -■- ■-■■-■•—; 
of which 63 Tolumes were 'Ancient and Modern Universal History, 
'RapiB'^ History of England,' r vols., 'Lardnei's Willers of the l^ew- 
testament,' 3, vils-. 'L«'»i»" Maganne,' 9 "1»-. *«• Not much addi- 
tSon was made till after the lUivolution, durmg which the small collection 
was scattered, and a number of the books lost. In 1780 a new attempt 
was made to resuscitate it, and the fragments were reumted. But it was 
not till the peace of '83 that any suocesstnl raoYcment was made to give 
it vitality. In May, 1T84, twenty-sii new members were admitted, who 
weto required to pay two dollars-each, i^a money or books Others were 
subseouently admitted on the same condiUons. On the 3d of April, 178b, 
the library was valued at'.i25; the worth was diminished by the number 
of brokc/sets of wdrks which it contained. In 1794, the books were 



of broken sets ot works wnicn ii contamcu. m ^ . .-:«, .— -..-.- ^ — 
asBin appraised, and valued at SU 3s. Sd., and the price of admission 
vfas taised td 43s. The committee were this year instructed to piirchase 
Suihvan's History of Maine, Hutchinson's History of jKassaohusetts, Bel- 
knan's Biography, Ramsay's American Eevolulion and Carolina, and the 
History of the County of Worcester. These are all American publica. 
dons and on American subjecls. In 1T98 they procured an act of incor- 
poralion. The library went on slowly, and gradually mcreasing unnl 
1825, wlion its number of volumes was 1,640, and Its proprietors 83; and 
(he whole annual expense «331. At this period the design "fs .f"'™* 
fcr enlarging the inslitntion, and giving it a more elevated and dittusive 
character, better suited to the wants of the age and spirit of the times. 
The present Athenasum grew out of these suggestions. It was incorpo- 
rated in March, 1826; purchased the property of the old l''"'?' ™? '™ 
former society was dissolved, most of the members becommg prepnelors 
'of the new institution. One hundred and "ii^r'lf^r'T'.^M 
proprietors in (he Alhenteum, at JlOO a share, of which »60 only were pa d 
fhe principal part of which was invested ij|bank stoek, as a fund towards 
the sup5»it of the estabUshmont. The bolts go into circulation to all the 
memberV who pay a tal of $5 a year, and to others who pay JIO- Ihe 
library, which hei been continually increasmg to tile present time, is now 
conveniontly arranged in the large room over the Gaua Bank, and con- 
tains (1848) S,750 volumes of the literature of the days through whioli It 
has lived, embracing the best periodical publications and standard works. 
For its size there are tew libraries more valuable. A new impulse has 
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beeQ given to it the present year; upwards of 40. new shares-have been 
, taken up, at $4B each. The institution is an honor to the city, and should 
receive a hberal regard from every citizen who is able to contribute to this 
unexceptionable public improvement. Charles S, Daveis is now president; 
and Phineas Barnes, secretary and treasurer." — [Journals of the Rev. 
Thomas Smith and the Rev. Sarauel Deane, pastors of the First Church 
in Portland, with notes and biographical notices and a summaiy history of 
Portland. By William Willis: 8vo., Portland, 1849: pp. 441-2, appen- 
dix,] 

WATER VILLE. 

Waierville College Libraries — 8,484 wofo. — The college was founded 
in 1S20. The college library contains 5,200 volumes; other libraries 
permanently connected with the college, 3,284 volumes; making a total 
of books to which students have access, of 8,484 volumes. The average 
increase is aboutfifly volumes yearly. The sum of $10,000 is pledged as 
a library fund, but not yet realized. The library is in a building erected 
for chapel, library and philosophical apparatus; the building is of brick, 
and cost ahout $8,000 ; the room used for the books is about 30 by 40 feet. 
A catalogue was printed in 1845, containing 47 pages 8vo.' The library 
is opened twice a week, and kept open half an hour each time. The 
trustees, faculty, and students are entitled to the use of the books without 
charge ; the students pay one dollar a year for the privilege ; other persons 
are allowed to consult thehbrary, at the discretion of the librarian and li- 
brary committee. Professor M. B, Anderson is hbrarian, 

DISTRICT SCHOOL LIBRARIES 453 VOLUMES. 

"The statute of 1644, chapter 106, authorizes school districts to expend 
a portion of their money in the purchase of books for a district library. 
The small amount of school money in a majority of the districti, divided 
and subdivided as they have been, has rendered it inexpedient to divert 
any portion of it from the ordinary purposes of the school ; and for this 
reason, but little progress has been made in the formation of school libra- 
ries." — [First report of Secretary ot the Board of Education, presented 
May 25, 1847.] 

The secretary in his second report (1848) states that eleven districts 
had established libraries. In the last report (1849) the secretary says 
'.' there are but seventeen school district libraries in the State, containing 
in all 452 volumes." 

OTHER LlBRAHIEa. 

Besides the libraries already mentioned, there are doubtless others from 
which no reports have been revived. A correspondent, who is intimately 
acquainted with the different ^rts of the State, writes:. "There are but 
few town libraries in the Slate. A large proportion of our religious socie- 
ties have what are termed Sunday school libraries; these, however, are 
made up of works designed more particularly for juvenile readers. Some 
of our academies have libraries, and there may be a few, but a very few, 
social libraries. * * We have a large number of valuable private 
Kbrariee, on which dust is not permitted to gather." 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE. 



rCORD. 



The State library — 4,700 wofe.— commenced prior to the Revolution, 
and contains at present (November, 1849)— 

JudicW report, - • - • - " „f»™''- 
Legislative documents, statutes, &c. - - - ^, *»o ^^ 
Miscellaiieotis worlts - - - - * I'ans « 

Pamplilets 'i™ 

Mapi^ .■■■':::? 

For tlie last two years it has increased about 300 volumes yearly; the 
eielit years previous, about 75 volumes yearly. About JlOO per an- 
nim have been expended for the purchase of books. There ts a standing 
apprtprialion of that amount. The library occupies a room in the north 
iJins of the State House, which is 23 feet by 43. A catalogue (57 pages 
8vo 1 was printed in 1846. The library is open during each day ivhen 
the legislature is in session. The members and clerks of the Senate and 
House during the sessions of the legislature, and at aU times, the gov- 
ernor and council, judges of the superior court, secretary and treasurer, 
may take out books, to be returned in one month. Except during a ses- 
sion, any person may take out books by depositmg double the value there- 
of, as security tor the return of the book in good order. Few books, 
however, are lent out in this way— perhaps fifty a year. It is impossible 
to tell how many consult the Ubrary in the room. During the session ot 
the legislature it is generally resorted to by the members. Thomas V. 
Treadwel!, Secretary of State and ex-oflicio librarian. 

Ike MtllmUsI Oeneral Biblical &<ii«ife— 1 ,000 .oJs.—Thls library was 
commenced in 1846, and contains at present 1,000 volumes and 17 maps. 
It receives about 250 volumes annually by donation. It is open 1 ues- 
days and Thursdays, during one hour. About 4011 books are lent out 
annually to the students and instructors of the Institute. Professor 
Osmon C. Baker, librarian. „,,„,. 

TAe jVew Hampshire Hislorical Society— 1, 5(i(i mis. —Thia society 
owes its origin and much of its early prosperity to the suggestions and 
attive exertions of Mr. John Farmer and Mr. Ja«ob B. Moore. It was 
founded March 13, 1823, the two hundredth year after the Srst settle- 
ment of the State, and incorporated the 13th of June following. Its 
obiects are hke those of the other Historical Societies in the countnj. ■ 
They are thus staledin the first article of the constitution, namely: ' 10 
discover, procure, and preserve whatever may relate to the natural, civil, 
Uterary and ecclesiastical history of the United States in general, and ol 
this Slate in particular." The society has published five voumes of val- 
uable collections. The library of the society contained. In 1838, aooul 
1 600 volumes, a considerable collection ofpamphlols and newspapers, a 
siiall collection ot minerals, some valuable manuscripts, ancient coins 
and Indian relics," The Hon. William Plumer, its first president, gave 
to the-society several hundred volumes of American state papers, arnmged 
with acopiolis m'anoscriptindex by himself. The Hon. William Bartlett 
gave his private library, a part of the library of the late Nathaniel Peabody, 
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and a portfolio of autograph MS. letters, amounting to about 200 in all. 
Deposited in the library "aie a considerable number of papers and docu- 
ments, formerly belonging to the Rev. Dr. Belknap, and used by him in 
the compilation of the second and third volumes of the History of New 
Hampshire," transmitted to the society by John Belknap, esq., son of the 
reverend historian. 

An article in the fifth volume of the society's collections, written by 
Hon. William Bartlett, entitled "Remarks and -Documents relating to the. 
preservaHon and keeping of the public Archives," deserves to, be particu- 
larly mentioned, and commended to the careful perusal of librarians,, 
seretaries of state, and all others to whose care are inirusted the original 
records of our history.— [See Hist. N. H. Historical Society, in American 
Quarterly Register, February, 1838, pp. 229-241.] 



TTie Union lAbrary, founded in 1793, contains 438 volumes. Pro- 
prietors pay $1 50 per share and an annual assessment of 25 cents. 37iJ 
cents per year are paid by those who borrow books. L. W. Leonard, 
librarian. • 

Ladies^ Library, founded 1799, contains 161 volumes. Mrs. Lucy 
Marshall, librarian. 

yw««««fe iyifo-a^y, founded 1833, contains 1,817 volumes on the cata- 
logue; some are worn out, some lost; about $16 per year expended for 
boobs; the use of the library is free to all persons in town. L. W". 
Leonard, librarian. 



Phillips Academy has a library of about 800 volumes, which has been 
slowly accumulating since 1783, when the academy was first opened for the 
admission of pupils. The purchases are made at the discretion of the prin- 
cipal, mostly for the benefit of the instructors 

Connected with the academy is a library belonging to a society of the 
prehent membeis of the mstitution, containing 1,400 volumes. It is 
und'er the immediate care of a librinan chosen each term. It contains 
valuable books adapted to the wants of the students. Gideon L. Soull, 
pnncjpal. 

GILMAiSITON. 

Theological Seminary. —This seminary was estabJisbed in 1835 by the 
Congregationalists. The number of volumes in the library is stated in the 
American Almanac for 185U to be 4,300. 

GREAT FALLS. 

^Manufacturers' and Village Library~-^,WO vols. — A catalogueof this 
library, containing numbers 1 to 1,628, was printed January 1, 1847; 16 
pages octavo, with supplements— June 24,lfe48, 1 page; March 24, 1849, 
4 pages; and March, 1850, 4 pages. Proprietors pay Se2 initiation fee and 
$1 annua! assessment. All females in the, employ of the Great Falls Man- 
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iifactnring Company are entitled to the benefit of the Ubrary on payment 
of 25 cents annually. 



Dartmouth Collage Libraries— 2Q , WO vols. — From various sources, 
principally from the "Bibliotheca Sacra," April, 1S30, we gather the 
following filets: The college was founded in 1769. From that time il 
has gradually gathered a library which now contains about 6,400 vol- 
umes, and 17 portraits in oil. Among these last are: a full-length por- 
trait of the Earl of Dartrffouth, a copy of the original by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, and a donation of the present feari ; a portrait of Daniel Webster, 
of Jeremiah Smith, Jeremiah Mason, Francis Hopkinson; a full length 
portrait of Kleazar Wheelock, the first president of the college; of John 
Phillips, df Exeter, also full length; of Samuel Appleton, Charles Marsh, 
&c. The library contains some rare and valuable works, but is deficient 
in new books. 

The libraries of the two societies of students^-the Social ^Friends and 
the United Fraternity — contain each 6,500 volumes; are well ^elected, 
and include many very valuable works, both for reference and miscel- 
laneous reading; some with costly iUustratiens. 

A-few years ago a building (costing about $10,000) was erected for the 
accommodation of the three libraries. 

The two society libraries have published catalogues. 

The library of the medical department contains about 1,200 volumes. 
The Northera Academy of Arts and Sciences — 1,300 vols. — This 
society was formed Jane 24, 1841, and is composed of the professors of 
Dartmouth College and a few other gendemen in the vicinity. It has 800 
unbound volnmesof pamphlets, etc., partially arranged; also 700 unbound 
volumes of newspapers. This collection also contains some valuable 
privale papers, among which are a meteorological journal kept by Mr. 
John Farmer, of Concord, New Hampshire, from 1813 to 1830; Governor 
Bartlett's correspondence from 1774 to 1794; also a MS. journal of the 
weather, kept by Eleagar Russell, esq., of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Efforts were early made to procure for the library complete sets of the first 
newspapers printed in that part of the country. Spooner's Jonrnal, pub- 
lished at Hanover by Judah C. Spooner and Timothy Greene in 1771, 
and from February, 1781, at Westminster and Windsor, Veimont, is 
nearly complete. This paper" is extremely valuable, as it was published 
at the time of the American Revolution, and was the first periodical issued 
in that part of the country, and consequently contains much of its early ha- 
tory. Complete sets of the Vermont Chronicle, the Boston Recorder, and 
the Dartmouth Gazette, are also contained in the library.— [See American 
Quarterly Register, November, 1842.] 

MERIDEN VILLAGE, PLAINFIEI.IJ, 

Kimball Union Academy Z,^6rar8es—'2,000«o&.-— The academy library, 
founded in 1814, contains 1,000 volumes. About $U)0 per annum are 
generally appropriated from the funds of the institution towards purchasing 
books for the library. The endowment of the academy is rich; (about 
^40,000 in stocks, and ^20,000 in buildings.) The library is open Sat- 
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urdajTs from 1 to 2 o'clock.' The use is free to all connected with the 
academy. A catalogue was printed some 15 years ago; another will be 
put to press very soon, G. S. Richards, A. M,, principal, and ex officio 
librarian. 

The Philadelphian Society, composed of students of the academy, pos- 
sesses a library of 1,000 volumes of choice books. It was founded soon 
after the academy library, and is increased annually, by the voluntary 
contributioiis of the members, about 50 to 70 volumes. 



T/wolo<rical Seminarif Libraries — 3,200 tyols. — The '-New Hampton 
Academy" was incorporated in 1821. In 1826 its name was changed to 
the "Academical and Theological Institution at New Hampton." The 
theological department went into full operation in 1833. It is under the 
care and patronage of the Baptist denomination. The department has a 
library of 600 well selected volumes. — [See Histoiy of the New Hampton 
Theological Institution, by W, E. Wording, A. M., in the American 
Quarterly Register for May, 1842.] 

The literary Adelphi of the Academical and Theological Institution at 
-New Hampton, New Hampshire, was founded A. D. 1827, and incor- 
porated by the legislature of the State in 1829. "There are about 800 
volumes in the library, most of which are valuable standard works. Ef- 
forts are being made to enlarge the library, and several friends have made 
valuable donations. The reading room is spacious and convenient, and 
by the liberality of patrons is furnished with about 20 regular newspapers 
from ditfereut parts of the country. Besides this, the society receives 
several of the most popular and valuable literary periodicals of the present 
day," — [See no^ to the "Catalogue of Members of the L. A.;" i2iiio. 
Concord, 1844.] 

In the year 1830 a new society, called the Social Fraternity, was 
formed. It has a library and reading-room similar to those of the Lite- 
rary Adelphi.— [See Wording's History.] 

NEW IPSWICH, 

The academy at New Ipswich was incorporated in 1789. It has a 
small library, presented by Samuel Appleton, of Boston. The Oemos- 
thenean Society, among the students, h^s also a small library. A valu- 
able town library was destroyed by fire some years since. The present 
one is small but well selected. — [New Hampshire Historical Collections, 
vol. 5, p. 161 ] 

NORTIIFIELD. 

Library of (he New Hampshire Conference ISc?mnary— ~l, 000 nolumes. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

AthenfExtm Librarij-~7 ,28i vols. — Incorporated in 1817. The library 
contains 7,284 volumes, 150 engravings, and 246 coins. The yearly ave- 
rage increase for the last ten yeai-s has been 200 volumes. The annual 
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expend itufe, $200. The building now occupied by the AthenEeum 
■was purchased for |7,500; it is of brick, with slated roof, three stories 
high; the first story ia used as a reading and newspaper room; the second 
is the hbrary, and the third a museum and cabinet. The boolcs are ar- 
ranged on the shelves according to subjects. A shelf-cataiogiie is pre- 
pared, containing the-lities of the boolrs as they stand upon the shelves; 
by thi& the Ubrary is annually examined. A " Catalogue of books in the 
Portsmouth AthenEeum, to which are added the .by-laws of (he institu- 
lionand a list of its proprietors," 108 pages 8vo., was printed at Ports- 
mouth in May, 1833; at that time the library contained between 4,000 and 
5,000 volume's. A "Catalogueofbooksadded to the library of Portsmouth 
Athenseum, from May, 1833, to January, 1839," was published at Ports- 
mouth in 1839, 31 pages- 8vo.; at this time the library contained 5,300 
volumes. This catalogue is alphabetical; the titles are recorded under 
the names of authors, with cross-references from subjects to anthers — 
the subjects and authors being arranged in one alphabet. This is a very 
convenient way in a smai! library. Another "Catalogue of books in the 
Portsmouth Atheneeum, to which are added the by-laws of the institution 
and a list of its proprietors," 193]iages8TO., was printed January 1, 1849, 
at Portsmouth. This catalogue is upon the same plan as the preceding. 
From a note (page 12) we take the following facts respecting the history of 
the institution: "In 1829, John Fisher, esq., of London, gave his library 
in this town, amounting to nearly 300 valuable volumes, to the Athen^um. 
In February, 1830, James Edward Sheafe bequeathed $1,000 to the Athe- 
nseum, which sum was invested in the purchase of books for the library. 
In Uctober, 1843, Horace Appleton Haven bequeathed $3,000 to the 
AthenEeum— one moiety for the purchase of books, and the other for the 
preservation ofthe Ubrary, These sums have been invested accordingly." 
The library is open every day from sunrise to ten o'clock in the evening. 
Persons allowed the use ofthe library are: proprietors of shares ; and subscri- 
bers, who, on the payment of six dollars a year, may read in the library room. 
Proprietors can take out books, two at a time, which they may change as 
oflen as they please. George Jaffrey, librarian. 

Si. John's Church- Libmry-^SOO vols. 

Unitarian Church IMrary — (578 vols. 

SAKBORNTON BRIDGE. 

Public Library — 300 vols. 

WATtEFIELD. 

Wakefield and Brnokfidd Union Library— 500 vols. — This library com- 
pany was incorporated in 1797. It commenced wilh thirty members; in 
1827 there were- forty-four members; in 1849 there are only twenty eight 
members. The library contains 500 volumes, mostly histories and biogra- 
phies. Wilham Sawyer, j*., Ubrarian. 

SCHOOL LIBBARIES — 2,500 VOLUMES. 

In the State of New Hampshire there are perhaps twenty- live libraries, 
averaging 100 volumes each, connected with the district schools. 

There ate doubtless many small social libraries in thJs State, frdm 
which no returns have been received. 
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VERMONT. 

BVBhtSUTQN. 

University of Vermont --12, 2m mls'.—'Vlm institution was incor- 
porated in 1791. The library was eommenced when the college -went 
into operation, in the yi^ar 180U. It contains at" preserit (1849J about 
7,000 volumes, as near as can be estimaled, without including 5 vol- 
umes of atlases and 63 unbound maps. The average annua! increase 
for the last ten years has been about 100 by donation, and about the 
same number by purchase. About fifty dollars a year were appropriated, 
previous to 1846, for btiying books; since tlien, seventy-five dollars. 
There is a permanent fund of $1,250 ftr the increase of the library, 
yielding6percent.interest. There is aclassified "Catalogueof thebooks 
belonging to the libraiy ofthe University of Vermont," 8vo., 93 pp.; printed 
inl836,with supplement (alphabetical) 1842, 8vo. ,24pp. The library is 
opened twice each week, for one hour. The Faculty of the Universify 
use the library without chaise. Students pay $1 50 per year for the 
privilege. Others are allowed the use of ic by special permission of the 
president. Books are lent out, lo be returned or renewed as often as once 
in two weeks. Professor. Calvin Pease, librarian. 

This is one of the few hbraries in the United States selected with com- 
petent bibliographical knowledge and with good judgment, and purchased 
with economy. The college had the wisdom to send a learned,_ zealous, 
and active agent, to Europe to buy the books, instead of trusting their 
funds to the cupidity of bibliopoles. The selection was made to meet the 
wants of the ofiicers of the college, and, consequently, of the students. 
Somewhat less than two-thirds of^the books are in the English language. 
The collections of Greek and Latin authors are nearly c'omplete, and of 
the best editions. 

A large part of the library of the Hon: George P. Marsh, minister of the 
United States to Turkey, amounting to between 3,000 and 4,000 volumes, 
is deposited in this library. Nearly ail these works are in foreign lan- 
guages, principally in the Spanish and Scandinavian. There are, how- 
ever, some very rare books in the English language. [See Bibliotheca 
Sacra.] 

The libraries of the three societies of students contain, respectively, 
2,000, 2,000, 1,250 vohimes. 

middleborv. 

Middlehury College Lifirmes— 8,41 7 uofs.— This institution was found- 
ed in 1800. The college library contains about 5,000 volumes, and oc- 
cupies a room in a ibuilaing with the cabinet of natural history, lecture- 
rooms, &c. A catalogue was printed in 1833, containing l6 pp. 8vo,, 
double columns. The library is opened once a week, and kept open for 
an hour. The students pay four dollars a year for the use of books. 
Resident graduates, clergymen in the neighborhood, and others, by per- 
mission, of the librarian andFacuItyof the college, are allowed to take out 
books without charge. The students have three libraries, namely : 
The library ofthe Philomathesian Society (miscellaneous) 2,200 volumes. 

" " Phiiadelphian Society (religious) - 432 " 

The Beneficent Library (mosdy text books) - - 785 " 

Professor R. D. C. Robbinsj librarian. 
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mon-Tpelier. 

Slate Library — 3,500 to&, — This library contains about 3,500 vohimes, 
maps of, the several States, a few engravings, and thirty medals. It oc- 
cupies a room in the State Hous&, ,36 feet by 20, with alcoves, and gallGry 
eight feet from floor, with seven. andahalf feet above it. Open every day 
during the session of the legislature and" council of censors. The books 
are not lent out, except to members of the legislature and council, on 
, their becoming responsible for their safe return. Cornelius N. Carpenter, 
Montpelier, librarian. 

Hislorical and Antiquarian Society of Vermont. — This society was in- 
corporated ^Jovember 32, 1838. Its library and collections are as yet very 
small. The president, Henry Stevens, esq., of Barnet, possesses a very 
valuable collection of books, newspapers, manuscripts, &c., iilustrative of 
the history of the State, amdunttng to about 1,500 volumess 



Norwich University LAbrwy — 1,038 vols. — This institution was founded 
in 1834. The library, commenced in 1.843, contains 1,032 volumes 
and a few maps and charts, .The average annual inciease is 200 
volumes; average annual- expenditure, twenty-five dollars. The room is 
adorned by a full-length portrait of the distinguished arid lamented 
Colonel T. 8. Ransom, former president of the college. The library has 
no permanent fund. It is opened at three o'clock on Saturday afternoons, 
and at euch other times as visitors may desire. The laculty, students, 
members of ihe corporation, and donors, are entitled to the use of the 
books," Ira Davis, librarian. 

MASSACHUSETTS, 

AMHERST.- 

Amherst College Libraries — 13,700 vols. — The college library was 
founded at the opening of the college, in 1821, and contains 5,700 vol- 
umes. , The average annual increase is about 120 volumes. Three or 
four years since, David Sears, esq., of Boston, gave to the college, ex- 
pressly for the library, an estate, in the city of Boston, which yields $120 
pet a^jnum. He has since given another,* yielding a larger income; and 
has Ihus established a perpetual fund, called the "Sears Foundation," 
which is to accumulate slowly, and mainly for the use of the library. 
The annual amount appropriated for the purchase of books is at present 
uncertain; probably not over $300, The library occupies a room in the 
eame building with the chape! and other public apartments; it is about 
40 feet by 20, A catalogue (38 pages 12mo.} was printed in 1827; but 
the most valuable part of the library has been purchased since. The li- 
brary is opened once a week for taking and returning books. The officers 
take'out books nrf libitum; the students pay four and- five'cents for each 
work ; some 20U or 300 are usually out at a time, in possession of the 
teachers; the students take but iew on account of the large miscellaneous 
libraries of the societies. Professor E. S. Snell, librarian. 
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The libraries of the two literary societies of students contain^ together, 
8j000 volumes. The Society of Inquiry has a small museum j 

An effort is now making, which it is hoped will be fully snccessfnl, 
to enlarge the college library. The library is, at present, "deficient in 
even the standard works of science. Ten thousand dollars ought to be 
given to the college for its library, and an equal sum for a library build- 
iug." — [Independent.] 

" The trustees propose to raise, without delay, $30,000 for the increase 
of the library and the erection of a suitable library building," — [Boston 
Traveller correspondentj August 10, 1850.] 

AN DOVER. 

The Theological Seminary lAbraries — 20,249 vols. — This seminary is 
imder the direction of the trustees of Phi Hips' Academy, which was found- 
ed April 21, 1778, and belongs to ihe Orthodox Congregational ists. The 
library was commenced in 1S08, and contains at present 16,300 volumes. 
During the last ten years there have been added to the library upwards 
of 4,000 volumes, including a bequest from the Rev. John Codman, 
D. D,, of Dorchester, of 1,350 volumes. During the same period the ex- 
pehditure for books has been about $700 per annum. There is a pernia- 
nent fund of about |12,000, the income of which is appropriated to the 
purchase of books. The libraiy is in a handsome room in the second 
story of a brick building, erected in 1818, at an expense of about §19,000, 
Jor chapel, recilation rooms, and library. The library room is 60 feet 
by 40, and about 18 feet high, fitted up with alcoves, and adorned with 
the portraits of the principal benefactors of the institution. The books 
are arranged but partially according to subjects. In 1819 a catalogue of 
160 pages 8vo., by Professor J. W. Gibbs, now of New Haven, was 
■printed. In 1838 an elaborate catalogue, containing 531 pages 8vo., was 
published. A supplementary catalogue of 67 pages Svo. was printed in 
1849. The library is opened three times a wesk, from 1 to 3 o'clock p.m. 
The persons entitled to the use of the books are, besides the officers of the 
seminary, students and resident licentiates on the payment of $3 per 
annum, and others by permission of the faculty. Each student is allowed 
eight books at a time. Probably 4,000 volumes are lent out in the course 
of the year. Books may be carried out of town by permission from the 
faculty. Edward Robie, librarian. 

Besides the public library, liie following collections are connected with 
the seminary: 

Library of the Porter Rhetorical' Society - - - 2,600 vols. 

(A catalogue of this library was printed in 1839, in octavo 

form.) 
Library of the Society of Inquiry - - - - 1,349 " 

The library of the Andover Theological Seminary is one of the most 
valuable in the country. The books mosdy belong to the departments of 
theology and philology. It is a selected library, and not a chance accu- 
mulation of volumes rejected from the shelves of a multitude of donors. 
Profound theological learning, thorough bibliographical knowledge and 
skill, have for Ihe most part presided over theibrmalion and arrangeinents 
o' the library. The catalogue, by Rev. Oliver A. Taylor, A. M., now a 
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clergyman in Manchester, Massachusetts, has, we believe, no superior 
among printed catalogues of libraries. It "Is ori the plan of Audifreddi. 
The books are placed under the- authors' narnes. The names are in al- 
phabetical order. To the name of eacH author is appetitled a biographical 
note. Annotations upou the books are also interspersed through the 
work. The catalogue is destitute of an index. To supply one, charac- 
terized by the same minute accuracy as the catalogue, would be a difft- 
cult and expensive undertaking. We cannot help addingj however, that, 
if accomplished, it would be a most important aid to theological study,' 
and amply repay the cost of the work. The want of such an index is in 
a great measure supphed to the students of the seminary by the references 
given by the professors in their lectures. 

" The hbrary has' ordered a collection of between 9,000 and 3,000 small 
books and pamphlets,. relating to orwritten by the Puritans and published 
in Kngland in the time of Charles I, the Commonwealth, and Charles II. 
The' department in the library which is most fully supplied is that relating 
to the Christian Fathers, and Church History generally. It has also a 
good collection of works relating to biblical commentary, criticism, and 
antiquities. It possesses also many of the best early editions of the Greek 
and Roman classics and works ilfustrative of them . It is quite deficient 
in works" on the Enghsh language and standard English titerature; in 
the productions of the English and American Puritans; in general works 
of science which would be suitable to a theological library; in the best 
later editions of the classics, etc." — [Bibliotheca Sacra.] 
PfiUUpa Academy Ubrary - - - - 1,000 vols. 

English High School Lilmiry - ■ - - SOO <' 



The 'Boston Atkeimum Library— 50,000 vols. — The Athcnjeiim owes 
its origin to a society of gentlemen who, conducted a hterary piibUcation, 
called the "Monthly Anthology." In the year 1.806, they issued propo- 
sals for establishing a reading-room to contain the most valuable foreign 
and American journals, with works of reference suitable to sucli a place of 
resort, open to subscribers at $10 per annnm. The enterprise proved 
unexpaitedly successful. Many valuable books were presented, and the 
gentlemen who commenced the undertaking, in order more effectually to 
secure and extend the benefits of their laborandexpense, transferred their 
right in the Anthology Reading Room ani library to trustees, with pow- 
er to. supply vacancies in their number.. At the winter session of the legis- 
lature in 1807, the proprietors were incorporated under the name of the 
"Boston Athenasnm."* 

The price of a share was fixed at .1300. Annual subscribers were ad- 
mitted at $10 per annum. From these sources, occasibnal voluntary sub- 
scriptions and frequent donations, the institution has risen to its present 
important position. 

The principal endowments of the AthenEenm before the year 1847 are 
thus enumerated in an inscription imder the corner-stone of the new 
building: 

'Snow's HiMory of Boelon. 
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"The Slim of ^43,000 was raised for tive general purposes of the Atlie^ 
iifeum, by voluiilary subscription for shares created ia 1807, 

"James Perliijis, in 1821, gave his own costly mansion in Pearl street, 
which from that time has been the seat of the institutioH. 

"In the same year, the sum of $23,001) was raised by voluntary subi- 
scrijjtions for shares. 

"Thomas Handasyd Perkins {besides his earlier and later valuable do- 
.nations,) and James Perkins the yoanger, seconded, in 1836, the iiberaU- 
ty of the brother and the father, each giving $8,000; and the sum of their- 
contributions was increased to $4,5,Ow by other subscriptions, obtained 
chiefly through the efforts and influence of Nathaniel Bowdilch, Francis 
Galley Gray, George Ticknor, and Thomas Wren'Ward. 

"Augustus'Thorndike, in 1833, gave a choice coliection of casts of the 
most celebrated ancient statues. 

"George Watson Brimmer, in 1838, gave a magnificent collection of 
books on the fine arts. 

/'John Eromfield, in 1846, gave $25,000 as a fund to be regularly in- 
creased by one quarter of the income, of which the other three-quarters 
are to be annually applied to the purchase of books forever. 

"The sum of $75,000, for the erection of the building, was raised by 
voluntary subscription for shares created in 1844."* 

Liberality like this is seldom witnessed, and deserves the most honora- 
ble mention. 

The institution first occupied rooms in Congress street, whence it was 
removed.to Scollay's buildings, in Court street, and in 1810 to the building 
on Common (now TremoHt) street, north of King's Chapel burial ground. 
In the year 1833 it was removed to the house in Pearl street presented, 
as already stated, by James Perkins. In 1833 the King's Chapel Hbra- 
ry and the Theological Library, containing together 1^300 vol|jmes of 
theological works, were deposited in the AtheoEeum, where they still re- 
main. In 1836 aiunion. was eifected with the Boston Medical Library, 
and its books, valued at, $4,500, were added to those of the AthenEBum. 
In the same year, also, an association which had been formed for the pur- 
chase of a scientific hbrary became merged in the Athenaeum, and its 
funds, exceeding $3,000, were transferred to the Athensum to be expend- 
ed in the purchase of scientific books. — [See sketch of the Boston Athe- 
nfeum, by Edward Wigglesworth, IVl. A., in the "American Quarterly 
Register" for November, 1839,] 

In July, 1849, the library v^^s removed to its new home in Beacon 
street, just above the Tremont House, The location is centra!, yet free 
fiom the dustand noise of crowded thoroughfares. The edifice is elegant, 
spacious, and convenient. The frontis 100 feet long and 60 feet high, in the 
Paliadianstyieof architecture, and builtof freestone. The other walls are 
of brick. In the basement story are rooms for the packing of books, for a 
bindery, for the aecommodalion of the janitor, &c. The main entrance 
opens into a pillared aod panelled rotundo, from which the staircases con- 
duct above. On the first floor are two large reading-rooms, a room for 
the trustees, and a sculpture gallery, 80 feet by 40. The library occu- 
pies the second story, which is divided into three rooms, two in front and 
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cue large hall (109 feet by 40) in the rear. The western division of this 
room is filled with Encyclopedias, Transactions of learned socie ties, Maga- 
zines, and other works in long series of volumes. The other and larger 
portion is divided into 26 alcoves, and contains about 40,000 volumes. 
This hall is beautifully finished in the Italian style. The shelving is 
carried to the height of 18 or 20 feet, and the upper shelves are made ac- 
cessible by means of a light iron gallery, reached by five spiral staircases. 
The two front rooms will accommodate some 25,000 volume?. I he pic- 
ture gallery occupies the upper story. It is divided into six apartments, 
each lighted by a sliylight. It is admirably adapted to Us purpoges. The 
roofalfordsamagnificeut view of the city and the surrounding country. 
The whole biiilding is constructed in the most substantial and workman-. 

Besides 50,000 bound volumes, including 1,600 or 1,600 volumes of 
pamphlets, the library possesses 20,000 or more unbound pamphlets, be- 
tween 400 and 500 volumes of engravings, and the mosi valuable coliec- 
tion of coins in that part of the countri^ For an American library it is 
rich in certain departments, e. g. in the reports and transactions of ieained 
socieliea, in periodical publications in the English language, works in the 
natural sciences, &c. It has complete sets of thd Transafflioiis of the 
Royal Society of London, the French Institute, the royal societies of 
Berlin, Copenhagen, Gittingen, Lisbon, Madrid, Stockholm, St. Peters- 
burg Turin, etc. It has also the Encyclopedic Uaisonn^, 35 volumes 
folio; the Encyclopedic Methodique, 258 volumes 4to., including 37 of 
plates; Buflbn's Natural History by Sonnini, 127- volumes 8vo , &c.t 

The iflstitution has lately received a valuable collection of books and 
papers, once forming a part of the library of General Washington. It 
contains in all about 450 bound volumes, and from 800 to 1,000 pam- 
phlets unbound, nearly all of which belonged to the library of Washing- 
ton. About 350 contain his autograph, and a few of them notes m ins 
handwriting. One little book has the autograph of Wasbinglon in a rude, 
school-boy hand, at about the age of nine years. There are several auto- 
graphs of Augustine Washington, the father of the General; of Mary, the 
mother, and of Martha, the wife. One book contains en the title-page 
the autograph of John Custis, (first husband of Martha,) and on the next 
leaf that of George Washington. One volume has the Autograph ot 
Thomas Jenifer, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. There 
are severjil pvesentation copies from eminent authors — Sir John Sinclair, 
Arthur Young, Ebeling, Alfieri, Jefferson, Dr. Morse, and others. Ten 
volumes contain the name of Richard Henry Lee in his own handwriting. 
These books came into the possession of the Athenfeum in the following 
manner. General Washington bequeathed' his books and papers to his 
nephew, Bushrod Washington. On the death of Bushrod Washing- 
ton the library was divided; one portion was left at Mount Temon, 
where it stilt remains; another fell to Colonel Washington. The latter 
portion included the public papers, afterwards purchased by Longr^ss, 
and a considerable number of the books, pamphlets, and private papers. 
The books had been offered for sale. Congress had declined the pur- 
chase Mr. Henry Stevens at last bought the collection, and offered it 
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for sale to the Atlienffliim . A few geritlemen of Boston and vicinity suli- 
scribed the required amount, and presented these precious memoriaia of 
the world's best hero to this inslitutioji. An elegant descriptive catalogue, 
prepared by an accurate and accomplished scholar, will soon be published. 

The Athenteum possesses many valuable paintings and statues. 
Among the latter is the Orphaus of Crawford, in marble. 

Several catalogues of the books have been printed; one, without date, 
in 260 pages 8vo.,in which the books are arranged in 16 classes. Another, 
and the last, was printed in 1827, and contains 356 pages 8vo. It is 
alphabetical, A supplement {CO pages) was printed in 1829; a second 
(80 pages) in 1834. These two supplements, with the other additions to 
the library up to 1840, were in that year printed togeth^ in a volume 
containing 179 pages 8vo. A complete and elaborate cataii|ue is now in 
preparation. The printed catalogues have not heretofore contained the 
titles of the numeroCis pamphlets belonging to the library. A neat ajid 
accurate catalogue of these pamphlets, prepared by Dr. A. A. Gould, and 
complete to within two or three years, exists in manuscript. 

The present librarian is ■Charles Folsom, esq. It is highly creditable 
to the wisdom of the trustees that they have chosen for this important 
post so ripe « scholar; and so accomplished a gentleman. The influence 
of siich an officer is incalculable; not only in forming fer-seeing plans for 
tlie iricrease and armngement of the collection, but in aiding the researches 
of learned men, in guiding the studies of youth, and in leading the in- 
tellectual pursuits of an educated community. 

The libraiy is Ihardly surpassed, either in size or in value, by any otheF 
in the country; and its regulations are framed with the design tliat it shall 
answer the highest purposes of a public library. Practically it is such; 
for each pmprietor, besides the right for himself and his family to use the 
library, may grant to two other persons constant access to it, free of all 
assessments; and tickets for a month to any number of slrangei-s. Any 
person, indeed, stranger or resident, may be introduced for a special pur- 
pose by a note from a proprietor. Thus, the by-laws open the doors of 
the institution to a large number of persons; so that the proprietor who 
bestows on^others the free use of all the rights he can impart, renders 
himself thereby a pnblic beneiacior. 

The following are the principal regulations of the insritution: 

The proprietors meet annually on the first Monday of January. The 
officers are chosen annually. They ai'e a president, vice president, treas- 
urer, secretary, and nine trustees. The trustees appoint a librarian, and 
sub- librarian. 

The price of a share is $30IV; that of a life subscription $100. Afinual 
subscribers pay $10 for the use of the library and reading-room, but are 
not allowed to take outbooks. 

Every proprietor has, besides his own right, two rights of admission 
transferable to such persons as he may select. Proprietors and life share- 
holders, on paying $5 annually, may take books home — not to exceed 
four volumes at once. Every proprietor and life subscriber may introduce 
strangers not residing within twenty miles of Boston, and such strangers 
are entitled to visit (he.Athensum for one month from the ume of their 
introduction. 

Certain persons by virtue of their offices are entitled to free admission 
to the Athen^Bum. These are the governor and council, the lieutenant 
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governor and members of the legislature of Massachusetis for the time 
being, the judges of tlie Supreme Court and of the courts of the United 
Stal^Sj the officers and resident graduates of Harvard College, of WilUams 
College, of Amherst College, and of the Theological Seminary at An- 
dover, the several presidents of the American Academy, Historical Society, 
Medical Society, Agricultural Society, Salem Atheijffium, and the East 
India Marine Society of Salem; also clergymen settled in Boston. These 
last are likewise allowed to take out books on the same terms as pro- 
prietors. 

The Boston Library — 12,150 vols. — The first meeting of the memhei-s 
of the Boston Library Society was held the 1st of November, 1792, and 
the society was incorporated in 1794. At the annual meeting in May, 
.1849, the nupiber of volumes in the library was 13,150. About 250 vol- 
umes, on an average, have been added to the library annually, during 
the last ten years. The average annual expenditure for books, during 
the same period, has been, including binding and repairs, $378 69. The 
library is supported by an annual assessment levied on the proprietors, 
and by fines incurred. The income from these sources is about f 850 per 
annum. 

The apartments occupied by the Boston Library were a donation to the 
infant society in the winter of 1793-'94 by Messrs. Eulfinch (the architect 
of the capitol at Washington,) Vaughan & Scollay, "being the hall ovei' 
the arch of the Tontine Buildings, in Franklin Place," The cost to the 
society of completing the rooms was ,$857-57. The society has since 
purchased, for $l,500'dollars, of the Massachusetts Historical Society, a 
room o'f the sanie area, being the upper story of tho building. Bach 
apartment is 37 feet in length by 27 in front, and 33 icet in the reai'; 
from which should be deducted staircase and closets. Catalogues and 
supplements were printed at various dates, (1795, 1797, 1807, 1815, &c.) 

A new and accurate catalogue of 335 pages, 8vo., was printed in 1844, 
and a supplemental^ catalogue of 48 pages was completed in September, 
1849, to which is appended a list. of works relating to America, of 20 
mges. The library is opened at 3 o'clock on the afternoon of _each 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, for three hours, or till dark, anti on 
the morning of Saturday from 10 o'clock till 1 o'clock. 

No one can take books from the library, except the proprietors, without 
the special permission of the trustees. 'I'he' price of a share is $25, sub- 
ject to an assessment of $3 annually. Each proprietor can take out three 
volumes at one time. The librarian estimates the number of volumes an- 
nually charged to proprietors at 15,000.' The number of persons that 
consult the library, without taking away books, is small; -but the trustees 
cheerfully give every reasonabie facility to all persons haviiig occasionHo 
consult the library. Occasional applications for books have been made from 
the neighboring towns, which have always been granted. George S. 
Bulfinch, librarian. 

The principal object of the society has been to form- a collection of 
books for popular use, admitting none of an injurious moral tendency, and 
preferring those of solid and standard value. History and biography, 
(particularly American,) travels, the English and French classics, and 
fiction, are the departments best supplied. Most of the books have been 
selected and purchased. The donations have been comparatively few. 

Foj- some years after the library was founded, the Shares were not trans» 
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feiable and aubscribers had only the use of the library for their lives ■ co.^- 
>e,uently, by the death of original proprietors, tn.ny shares have Men 
C fvTf f""!; ""'S' r""-'* *"" s™» to the shares of preser,. pripS 
tors a vahie far beyond their cost. Shares are now, however transferSp 
and do not cease at the death of the proprietor """'"""' "msttrable, 
^h-kf""^- f "" 4'»"^" Aeadtmy of Art, and S,e„c<»-S,(IOO 
!»&.— his society was mooiporated May 4, :780. Amoiis the soientihc 
iialions of the United at«t«,. it i. „»w i,^ i "ii'j . ™ S""° 



. ...o ^,^wi,Lv wan iiieoxporaiea iviay 4, t78U. Amonff the spiBniifir 

associauons of the United Stags, it is nerf ii age K tifeTSf, can PhZo 
phical Society at Philadelphia, >vhich is the oldest in tt c^Sw Th, 
average aiinnal increase of the library is about 150 volumes. An innnal 
f^^iT,t """y teOO i^.^'le ftom the general fund of ."he 



„--r — "-" ..- «.,uLii .(.yui, ,s luaue u-om tne general liind of the 
academy for the purchase of books. The library if opened duiW ,,« 
day, every w^jtday. All members of the academy, and strangerf ara 
allowed the use of the books, which may he taken out by any mcmC 
oi'in his name. A catalogue (67 pp. Svo!) was printed in 1808 S 
LadTniv InhTh ^ ''""m {r- f?" " ""= P"l>liMlionsof tlia 
S„Zrc„u ," r^' ''■' "■ .^'■' " '"""'•-■ This library contains a 
valuable collection of the memoirs and transactions of learned societies 
™T; ""J.^S™™"..'-"!?' "■odern scientific works. It is kept in two 
rooms leased by the society in Tremont Row, No. 74 
,.NiC7/*" «"f't'^"?T''''«"' ■">'»— The State library was es- 
S, ' 11 /T" J ' ""' I'S"'"'"'". PMsed March 3, 1826, requiring 
that "aU books and maiiuscnpls belonging to the commonmalth, and 
now in any of the departments of the State House, shaU be collected, do 
EaUvcalfed'Tf '/VT' "'"M.inlhe 'oom in said State H™so 
usiially called the -land offlce." It contains, at present, 7,100 volumes, 

b medals. The yearly increase for the last eleven years is as follows; 



1840 
IS4I 
1842 
1S43 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
ISIS 



Volumea 
453 
■i% 
260 
35S 
348 

334 

367 

583 

336 

791 

455 

4,680 



Total -. 

Averaging 425 per annum. - About #395 per annum has, during this time 
been expended in the purchase of books. The regulaj appropriation fi 
he library has been t*0 per annum, with occasional cMm illowance" 
'to procure such boots, manusciipts and charts, works of science and 
he arts, as tend » dlnstrate the tesonrees and means of improvement of 
»™,T";';;f '"'.* " °\ '¥,l^'?ite'i States." « Additions are also rjade 
SS, f*^^!, S", f« "''"S'S"'™ J°""»'" '■^•>- doouments, and law re- 
ports of the United Slates and of the several States of the Union, received 
in eicbange tlirongh the secretary's department. Of mcA works itprob- 
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atly contains a more complete collection than any other library. One 
thousand and eighty duplicate volumes of laws, public documents, and 
reports, have been deposited in the law library of Harvard University by a 
resolve of the legislature. 

" The library contains Mr. Audubon's collection of American Birds, in 
four large folio volume's, at an original cost of about six hundred dollars. 
An addition was recently made-of 440 volumes of French, German and 
Swedish books, of science, arts, history and statistics, some of which are of 
great value, by international exchanges through M. Vatteinare. Among 

them are the following works, presented by the Chamber of Deputies: 

CoUection of Etruscan, Greek, and Koman antiquities, from the cabinet 
of Hon. William Hamilton, Naples, 1766; fout large folio volumes, with 
English and French text, and 520 plates. Presented by ■ the Minister of 
the Interior:— Monuments of Nineveh, published by order of the govern- 
ment; descriptions by P. E. Botta— designs by E. Flandin: the first ten 
numbers— to be continued. Presented by the Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce l— Statistics of France, comprising territory, population, exterijal 
commerce, etc., frcan 1837 to 18^; nine large folio volumes. Presented by 
the National Library'of Prance;— The New Theatre of the. World, con- 
taining maps, tables, descriptions, etc", of ail the regions of the globe; 
1639; 3 large folio volumes. This, cohsidering its date, is a magnificent 
work. The Holy Evangelists, in Arabic and Latin: 'printed at Rome, in 
the typographia of ]-rf)renzo de Medici, 1591, large folio; the works of 
Euclid, in Arabic: printed at Rome, in the 16th century, folio; Acta His- 
torica Ecclesiastica Nostri Temporis: printed at Weimar, 1741 to 1774, 
exiremelp rare, 43 volumes. Presented by the King of Sweden:— His- 
tory of the Kingdom of the Moors until their expulsion in 1736, in Arabic 
and Latin: edited by Professor Tornberg, 2 volumes in one; Ancient 
Sweden, etc., with 3 volumes of plates of its provinces, cities, buildings, 
etc., in oblong quarto. The choicest volumes in the State library to a 
descendant and admirer of the Puritans, and indeed to any true son of 
New England, are ihe ancient General Court Records, of Massachusetts. 
They are copies, in manuscript, of original papers in the archives of the 
Secretary of State, and make 34 large folio volumes. The Records com- 
mence with 1629 and extend to Ociober, 1777, and contain the entire 
legislative and much of the religious history of Massachusetts between 
those periods. Each volume has a eopiousindex at its close, containing 
the names of persons and places, also a list of subjects spoken of; in sepwate 
columns, which facilitates reference, and greatly increases the value of 
these treasures of our colonial history. No books in the library are couj 
suited more frequently or with more mterest. Since the first volume was 
transcribed, several pages have been inserted at the beginning, containing 
records of a still earlier date."* 

The secretary of the board of education is, by a recent law, made fm- 
officio librarian, and is allowed an assistant. Two rooms in the State 
Houseiare appropriated to the library; one of them is 54 feet by 22, and 
the other 36 by 25. The books are arranged in cases with glasS doors, 
and generally according to subjects. A catalogue (43 pp. 8vo.) was pub- 
lished in 1831; another in 8vo. was printed in ^839. The last catalogue 
(125 pp. 8yo.) was printed in 1846, The library is open every week- 
day from 9 a. m. to about sunset, and, during the session of the 

*Bibl[oiheca Snora, January, 1850. 
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leeisktuie, somelimes in the eyemng. Books aie lent lo merabere of the 
lelisli'tnieand officers of the State. Rev. Barnes Sears, D. I)., secretary 



of iSoard of education, and hbrarian; Key. Charles T. Jackson : 

Mercantile LUrarf-TfiSi ™&.-The Mercantile Ltbraiy Ass"'"'"" 
was founded March 11, 1820, and incorporated in 1S45. The library con- 
tains 7,059 yolumes. The ayeraga annual increase for the last ten years 
has been 400 yolumesi the- ayerage annual expenditure $37o. 1 here is 



J fund of 116,100, yielding six per cent, per 



annum, for the support of 



the library. The library is in two rooms, each so leet oy s». im, 
rangement on (he shelyes is according M the date of P™™'"?- 
catalogue was printed in 1848, consistingof 136 pages 8yo. The library 
is open eyery week-day eyoning till ten o'clock. Any person engaged 
in lieroantile pursuits may acquire the right to use the library by paying 
two dollars per annum. Books are lent out, twenty-eight thousand an- 
nually. John Stetson, president. ' .,..,, ^ i r, „ 
The library is composed of snch works in the field of general hteia- 
ture as are soiled to the tastes and wants of motcbants and merchants 
clerks. In the reading-room are 89 newspapers and 21 rcyiews and mag- 

The number of members of the association is now 1,145. An annual 
course of lectures is deliyored by distinguished gentlemen . The members 
participate in exercises of debate, declamation and eomposition. The 
whole number of tickets for the lectures in 1848-'9 fs^ 1.3™-* 

IMrarn ef the Massaclitadts Balonail Soarfy— 7,000 wis.— Iho 
foundation of the Massachusetts Historical Society was originally soggest. 
ed by Rcy. Jeremy Belknap and Mr. Thomas Walcutt. It was organized 
in INI, and ineojporated in 1794. The number of members is limiled 
by the act of incorporation to sixty. The library eontams about 7,0OU yol. 
umes inelusiye of bound newspapers ; about 2,000 unbound pamphlets, 
300 maps and charts, 460 yolumes of manuscripts, a few coins, and 7U 
portraits. It increases abont 100 yolumes annually, wholly by donaBons. 
The society possesses no funds, not eyen for the support of a librarian. 
The entrance' fees and annual assessments go for bmding arid other 
charges The library occupies rooms in a stone edifice, erected in Kii. 
Thefe rooms were purchased by the society for $6,600; |6,000 of which 
were collected by subscription at that time. These rooms are 84 feet by 
40 in their whole length and breadth. The books are placed upon the 
shelyes according to size, without regard to subjects. Two catalogues 
haye been piiblished-the first, 40 pages 8vo., m 1796; the second, com- 
piled by Key. Timothy Alden, 96 pages 8yo., was printed in 1811. 1 he 
continuation is in manuscript. The library is open dally ftom 9 a m. to 1 
o'clock p. m., and from 3 to 6 p. m. It is accessible to members and 
others pursuing historical inyostigations. About 200 yolumes a year are 
lent out About 1,000 persons a year consult the library without taking 
away books. By permission of the standing committee, books may be 
lent to persons at a distance. Roy. Joseph B. Felt, libranan. 

" Among the most yaluable treasures belongmg to this society are tne 
mannsctipB of the historian Hubbard; of the first Goyemor Winthrop, 11 
yolumes; of Goyemor Hutchinson; of Goyemor Jonathan TrumbuU, ot 
Connecticut, 23 yolumes;* the manuscript of Washington s Farewell Acl- 



*BibliotiiBca Sacra, January, 1850. , 
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dress to.the officers of the American arm^- The society has also 98 folio 
yolumes of Commerciai Statistics of the United States, embracing the 
years from 1816 to 1843* inclusive, drawn up with care, and very com- 
plete. There is a copy of Eliot's Indian Bible in the library. Thirty 
volumes of Collections have been printed, in three series, of 10 volumes 
each. The last volume of each series contains a full index of all ihe vol- 
umes in the series. The portraits of about seventy persons, mostly New 
England worthies, adorn one of the rooms. Some of these are of special 
value, e. ff. the portraits of Rev, Increase Mather and of Rev. John 
Wilson."* 

An interesting "^ Account of the Massachusetts Historical Society," 
prepared by William Jenks, D. D., of Boston, was printed in the Ameri- 
can Quarterly Register for November, 1837, pages 166-177. 

7'ke Mec/ianics' Apprentices library — 4,000 vols. — This institu- 
tion claims the distinction of being the first of its Idnd established in the 
world. t It is due to the wise suggestion and philanthropic energy of 
Mr. William Wood^ now hving in Canandaigua, New York. Lord 
Brougham remarks, that "although the remote origin of these institutions 
may be traced to Franklin, Mr, Wood has the merit of establishing them 
on their present plan, and adapting them peculiarly to the instruction of 
mechanics and apprentices. He founded me first in 8(Kton,in 1820." 

Mr. Wood has been actively engaged in the formation of libraries of a 
similar character in most of our large cities, and has even extended his 
benevolent efforts to the cities of the Old World. In his own words, " fi-oni 
the establishment of this library, in 1820, until now, as opportunity offered, 
the circulation of bonks, in any shape which might do good, has been the 
hobby of a life now drawing to a close." The name of this gentleman 
deserves to be held in lasting and grateful remembrance as a pubhc ben- 
efactor. ■ 

Mr. Wood's efforts to collect a library for apprentices in Boston were 
warmly seconded by several distinguished citizens, add about 1,500 vol- 
umes were soon collected. The library was a gift from the public to.the 
apprentices of Boston. On the 22d of February, 1S30, it was formally 
intrusted to the guardianship of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics' 
Association, a society of long standing and established reputation. They 
agreed to take upon themselves Ihe msuiageroent of the institution on 
condition that they should not be chargeable with its incidental expenses. 

The library was accordingly opened and the apprentices gratuitously 
supplied with books; the expenses being defrayed by public subscrip- 
tions. Alter a few years .these subscriptions ceased, and the doors of the 
library were consequently closed. The apprenti.ces feeling keenly this' 
deprivation, held a meeting and agreed to take upon themselves the cares 
and responsibilities of the establishment,- if the association would appro- 
priate a small amount to aid them in the.,underlaki"ng. This request met 
with a favorable answer. The present Association of Apprentices was 
formed June 19, 1828; and the hbrary committed to their entire control 
in 1832, by the Mechanics'.Association. 

»Bil)liotheeaSicn), January, 185a 
■f For a full and inletesting hietory of this institution,! 
, ciation on its S4th anniveraary, by Frederick W. tii.i 
eiccouni ia aubsmniially taken. 
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The association consists entirely of apprentices to mechaniiis aad ma[!- 
ufectuiers— of course embracing only minors. Any young man ivlio is. 
an apprentice to a respectable mechanic, (and leffVning a mechanicai trade,) 
on producing a certificate that he is worthy of confidence, paying into the 
treasury the sum of one dollar per year, and signing the constitution, 
shall be a member. The affairs of the institution have been very ably and 
successfully conducted by its youthful members. 

The association occupies two rooms in Phillips Place, opposite the head 
of School street; the oneforreadiHgand lecture-room, {say 30 feet by 40,) 
the other (say 30 by 15) for library and conversation room. The library 
is well selected to promote the intellectual culture of the' class for whom it 
was intended. The reading department contains the principal newspapers 
and periodicals of the city, and many from different parts of the country, 
and is in a most flourishing condition. A cabinet of minerals and curi- 
osities has been commenced; an annual course of free lectures is sup- 
ported by the institution; an elocution class has been formed, the exer- 
cises of which consist in the reading of original compositions, declama- 
tion, and debate. 

The yearly average increase of the library for the last ten j^ears has been 
175 volumes. A catalogue was printed in 1847, containing 68 pages 
13mo. 

The library is open, three hours every Tuesday and Saturday evenmg. 
About 10,600 volumes are lent out annually.' Robert H. Howell, jr., is 
the present librarian. 

Library of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions^, 5Q0 vols.— This lihrary was foanied in 1832, and contains, be- 
sides 3,500 volumes, a few manuscripts and valuable maps. The average 
annual increase is 9bout 150 volumes. The library is in the Mission 
Hqiise, Pemberton Square. There is a catalogue, but it has not been 
printed. The collection is designed mainly' for the use of the officers of 
the board, and is always accessible to them. The books are occasionally 
lent to persons investigating subjects relating to missions. It is designed 
to be a library for reference on Subjects connected with the work of foreign 
missions; is m no sense a circulating library, and nothing is paid for the 
use of the books. Books may be lent to persons at a distance by consent 
of the prudential committee. Kev. S. L.Pomroy,'D. D., Secretary A. B. 
C. F. M. 

lAbrary-ofthe Boston Society of Natural History— ^,mQ vols.— 'Th&Bf>s- 
ton Society of Natural History was founded in the winter of 1S30, and in- 
corporated February 24, 1831 . Its great design is.to "promote a taste and af- 
ford fecilities for the pursuit of natural history, by mutual co-operation and 
the collection of a cabinet and libi-ary." The society has been conducted 
with much energy, it holds regular and frequent meetings, issues a 
"Journal," and has collected a valuable catinefand library. "When the 
society originated, the great difficulty in the way of making advances in 
the study of natural liistory was the want of books. When we consider 
how essential a library is Jo the study and arrangement of every depart- 
ment of the cabinet, it cannot but be felt that the society have done wise- 
ly to contribute largely towards it. It is of vital importance that the nat- 
uralist who is engaged in the ini^stigation of any subject, should be able 
to know ail that has been writteh upon his subject. . Scientific books are 
espensive, and no man among us can promis.e himself such a library as 
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he may need." — [See notices of Boston Society of Natural History, by 
Dr. A. A. Gould, in the American Quarterly Register, February, 1842, 
pp. 336, seq.^ 

The lihrary contained (1849) about 1 ,600 volumes* and a small number 
of maps and engravings. The yearly arevage increase is about lOU vol- 
umes. The average annual expenditure for books is about 1$200. The 
society has a permanent fun4 of about ^12,000 — $10,000 of which were 
received from a bequest of Ambrose S. Courtis, esq., $300 from a grant 
by the State, and f 500 from the legacy of Simon -E, Greene, esq. — one 
third of the income of which is, by vote, appropriated to the library. 
This arraBgement is liable to alteration. The society owns a brick build- 
in? with iron shutters. This contains the library and cabinet, and cost 
pOjOOO, The library room is 30 by 26 feet. The centre building is 40 
by 30 feet, with two wings 26 by 30 feet each. The last catalogue was 
printed in 1837, and contains 27 pp. 8vo. The libr^y is open daily from 
9 till 1 o'clock. Individuals not members of the society aie freely allow- 
ed to make use of the books on application. About 300 volumes are taken 
out during the year, and about 150 different persons consult the library 
yearly without taking away books, Books are lent to persons at a dis- 
tance who are known to be engaged in scientific pursuits requiring them. 
The library committee has power to lend them, and so may any member, 
he being responsible for their safe return. Charles K. I\jllaway, libra- 
rian. 

"It is expected that the choice library of Dr. Amos Biiiney, formerly 

g'esident of the society, will be incorporated with that of the society, 
oth will form a fine collection of the most important works in natural 
history in the English and French languages, "f 

The American Oriental Society—AiiO vols. — though yet in its infancy, 
has commenced the collection of a library. It contains only a few hun- 
dred volumes, 6S Muhammedan coins, 17 Arabic MSS.,,1 Syriac MS. of 
a portion of the Old Testament, (600 years old,) and 5 Turkish Jig's. 
These are ail donations. The books are lent out only to the members of 
the society. The collection is at present deposited in the Boston Athe- 
DEBum. Francis Gaidner, librarian. 

The lAbrary of the American Statistical Association — 8,000 wo^, — This 
society was formed NoTiember 27, 1839, and incorporated January 7, 
1841. Its purposes are to collect, preserve, and diffuse statistical inform- 
ation, — [See a notice of the society in the American Quarterly Register 
for May, 1841, pp. 451, seq.] 

The Library of the New England Genealogical AssodaHon — 1,.^ 
J»&.-f-The New England Historic Genealogical Society was incorporated 
the 17th March, 1845. Its object is "to collect and preserve the genealo- 
gy and history of early New England families." Its library is mostly the 
fruit of donations, and comprises most of the local histories of New l^ng- 
land. The New, England Historical and Genealogical Register, publish- 
ed quarterly under the auspices of the society, is a valuable repository of 
£icts relating to the early history of the country. 

The Social Law LAbrary — 3,000wofe. — This library occupies a room in 
the court-house. A catalogue containing 32 pp. 8vo. was published in 1824. 
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The Bowdilch Ubrary— 2,600 vols.— The late iilastrious mathemati- 
cian, Dr. N. Bowditch, collected a valuable Scientific librarj^ of about 
2,5f)0 vplumes. Since his death, his family, with a liberality worthy of 
their name, havea.Uowed to the public the free use of the books. Although, 
therefore, this collection is private pn^perty, its public usefulness requires 
that it should find a place in notices of the public libraries of Boston. 
The proprietors have, we believe, expresseid a desire, in case the city 
should erect a proper building and actively undertake to establish a pub- 
lic library, to bestow their shares upon such an institution. But no provis- 
ion has yet been made for rendering the library permanently public. 1 he 
proprietors have established the following "rules for the Bowditch Libra- 
ry, at 8 Otis Place, Boston: ,■ e 

"As this library is pecuharly valuable from the circumstance of its for- 
mer "ownership, it is particularly requested that boolf s takefi from it be used 
with care and ret^irnrd punctually, subject to- the following rales: 
"1. No person will be allowed more than four volumes at a time. 
"2. If any book be lost, it must be replaced, altlwugh, of course, the 
lo.is can never be entirely supplied. 

"3. No book must be kept from the library more than three months, 
without being renewed upon the record book. 

"4 All books must be returned on or before March 1st, of each year, 
for examination. Afierthe 20th of the same month the library will be 
again opened. , - , - , u ■ ■ 

"5. Omission, for the space of one week, W comply with the requisi- 
tions contained either in the third or fourth rule, deprives the party m de- 
fault of the right thereafter to use the library, unless two at least of the 
proprietors. are satisfied that the neglect is excusable, or are willing to pass 
over the omission. 

"March 16, 1846." „ ,. ^ t: , , 

About 250 volumes are taken out annually. None have been lost, 
The Prince Library— -1,800 vols.— ''The Old South Church (Congre- 
eational) in Boston possesses' a valuable collection of books and MS8., 
bequeathed to the church by Rev. Thomas Prince, one of its pastors, (the 
learned author of ' the Chronological History of New England ,' &c.) Mr. 
Prince, while in college, in 1703, began a collection of books, and public 
and private papers, relating to the civil and religious history of New Eng- 
land, to which he continued to^make valuable additions for more than 
fifiy years. It is a precious collection, containing' many standard works 
in church history and biblical literature and theology, the works of Jhe 
early divines of New England, and valuable pamphlets and MSS."— [Bib- 
liothecaSacra, January, 1850.] , 

Mr Prince's will was proved in 1758. Since that period, or nearly 
one hundred years, this has been the public library of thart Church, and 
accessible to any person desirous of using it for literary purposes. 

It appears from Mr. Prince's will, that he had made a separate collec- 
tion (to which he gave the name of the New England Library) of books, 
papers, &c., either published in New England or pertaining to its history 
and public affairs. This collection he gave also to the Old Somh Church, 
on condition that it should be kept in a different apartment from the other 
books, and "that no person shall boiTOw any book or paper therefrom, but 
that any person whom the pastors and deacons.of said Church shal} approve, 
may have access thereto." In 1814, 259 works, asthey are .numbered 
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on the catalogue, belonging to this library, were deposited in the rooms 
of the Massachusetts JHistorical Society. A "catalogue of the library of 
Rev. Thomas Prince, former pastor of OM South Church, presented by- 
him to the Old South Church and Society," in 1 13 pages 8vo., was priHt- 
ed at Boston in J846. It is to be regretted that a catalogue so well print- 
ed should be'so badly arranged, or rather so entirely destitute of all use- 
ful arrangement. 

CAMBRIDGE, 

Harvard College Libraries — 84,200 vols. — On the 24th of January, 
1764, in a stormy winter's night during the college vacation. Harvard 
Hall, containing the library of more than 5,000 volumes, the philosophi- 
cal apparatus, and' all the little coUectjions of objects of interest belonging 
to the college, was destroyed by 6re. "Tlius perished the valuable books 
giVen by John Harvard, Sir Kenelm Digby, Sir Johtl Mayiiard, Dr. Light- 
foOtjDr. Gale, Bishop Berkeley, and other distinguished benefactors; the 
books and pamphlets connected with the early history of New England, 
the precious, though scanty, accumulations of a hundred and twenty-six 
years— a loss which in those days must have seemed appalling, and 
which the historian, the antiquary, and the bibliographer can never cease 
to deplore." . • 

The State, legislature was in session. Indeed, at the timeof the calam- 
ity. Harvard Hall was occupied by them in consequence of the alarm ex- 
cited by the existence of the small pox in Boston. At the instigation of 
Governor Bernard, they immediately appropriated =;^3,000 to erect a new 
building in place of that which had been destroyed while occupied by 
them. A general subscription was made for the same purpose among the 
towns and counties of the State, amounting to J'STS 16s. 9(/.* A gene- 
rous sympathy was shown by rnany persons in the parent country. The 
subscription of Thomas Hollis, for the new building, was =^200. The 
friends of the institution manifested not less zeal and liberality in supply- 
ing the mew hall with books. The General Assembly of New Hampshke 
ga:ve books to the value of ^300 sterling. ■ The Society for propagating 
the Gospel in New England and adjacent pai'ts gave ^200 sterling, 
and the Society for pro'pagating the Gospel in foreign parts gave J'lOO for 
the library. In 1790 the library had increased to 13,000 volumes; in 1830, 
to 30,000. "Itis almost entirely the fruit of individual munificence. First 
among its distinguished benefactors stands thp' name of Thomas Hoilis, 
whose "deeds of peace "entitle him to oiir warmest respect and gratitude. 
The books which, during the first ten' years of the present library, he 
placed upon its shelves, were very numerous,t admirably chosen, and 
many of them elegantly bound, and containing curious and interesting 
notes in his own handwriting. At his decease, in 1774, he bequeathed 
10 the college a sum of money Which now feonstitutes . a fund of |3,000, 
the interest of which is laid out in the purchase of books. In a note in 
Giggeius' Thesaurus Ling-Arab., he states that he has "been particularly 
industrious in collecting grammars and lexicons of the oriental root larr- 
guages, to send to Harvard. College, jn hopes of forming by that means. 
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assisted by the energy of the leaders,, alwayg beneficent, a few prima 
scholars, honors to their country and hghts to malikind." 
■ Thomas Brand HolUs gave to the library many excellent books, and at 
his decease, in 180e, one hundred pounds sterling. Hon. John Hancock, 
in pursuance of the known intention of his uncle, Thomas Hancock, whose 
estate he inherited, presented to the library in 1767 five hundred and fifty- 
fo«r pounds sterling. He gave for himself, also, "a large collection of 
chosen authors." Thomas Pahner, of Boston, in 1772, presented " the 
Antiquities of Herculanseum, and Piranesi's Views of Rome, hi 20 folio 
vols.;" andat his decease, in 1820, bequeathed his library of nearly 1,200 
"choice and costly volumes," valued at #2,500. Samuel Shapleigh, 
librarian of the university, in 1^1, gave a piece of land and the residue 
of his estate for the increase of the library. The sum obtained from this 
bequest was ®3,000, the interest of which is applied to the purchase of 
books in modern litera:ture. Israel Thorndike, of Boston, purchased and 
presented, in the year 1818, the celebrated library of Professor Ebeling, of 
Hamburgh, containing 3,200 volumes of works mostly relating to America, 
and a collection of 10,000 maps and charts, " probably unrivalled by any 
other collection of the kind in the, world." The whole cost $6,500. 
In 1823 Samuel A. Eliot, of Boston, purchased and presented the .valu- 
able collection of books relating fo America of D. B. Warden, consisting 
of 1,200 volumes, besides maps, prints, and charts,* .costing $5,000. 
The "Boyiston Medical Library," of more than 1,100 volumes, was pre- 
sented by Ward Nicholas Boylston. The sum of |2,000, given to the 
university in 1825, by Hon. Peter O." Thacher, "from a fund left him in 
trust by theiate William Breed, esq., of Boston," was applied by the cor- 
poration to the purchase of books for the.Iibrary. The Hon. Christopher 
Gore, who had previously enriched the law library by frequent and valu- 
able donations, at his death, in 1831, left by will to the college the residue 
of his estate, of which $38,000 are reserved for annuities bequeathed by 
'■---■ ■ ■ """',888-. 



him. The whole ultimately receivable by the college amounts to | 
From this fund Gore Hall, the present library building, has been erected. 
In 1842 the sum of $21,008 was subscribed by thirty-four gentlemen in 
Boslon and vicinity, for the purchase of books; not as a permanent fund, 
but for use when wanted. In 1844 Horace A. Haven bequeathed, for the 
purchase of mathematical and astronomical works for the library, the sum 
of $3,000. In 1846 the Hon. William Prescott bequeathed $3,000, 
which has been expended for books on American history, topography, &c. 
In 1846 Hon; Thomas Grenville, of London, gave, through President 
Everett, ,£'100 for the purchase of books for the Ubrary.f 

The library of the university is at present divided into four depaTtmenls, 
viz:, public, law, theological, and.medical. 

The public library contains 56,000 volumes of printed bboks and bound 
manuscripts. The volumes in the library were counted July 1 1 , 1849, and 
found to be 55,606. Including the additions since made, the number 
may be put down at 56,000; this includes the bound manuscripts. The 
unbound pamphlets and serial works are estimated, exclusive of duplicates, 

• Mr. Warden suljaequently made a second collection, which waa bought by the Slato library 
ef New York. 

■| t have been j . . . 

cf them, set the appendix to Eliot's History of HarYord College; compare al 
caialogue, by Benjamin Pierce. 
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to be 25,000; they probably exceed this number. No eniirtieration of 
MSS. separate from the foregoing has been made. In 1819, seven Greek 
MSS. were procured in Gonstautiiioirfe, one a fragment ofan EvangeUstary, 
probably of tbe ninth century; there are some Latin MSS., and several 
oriental MS8,, in Arabic, Persian, Hindostanee, Japanese, etc. Of Ro- 
man coins and medals, the library has 671 in copper, 43 in silver, and I 
in gold; of ancient coins other than Roman, 8; there are about 500 modern 
coins of ail sorts, and 35 modern medals. The annual increase of the li- 
brary, since 1833 has been as follows: For the years ending — 
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do 


July U, 1849 
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do. 


336 


1,580 


do. 



As the books bought for the last seven years have been procured with 
the money subscribed in 1843, they are to be considered as donations; so 
that all the additions since 1842 are strieUy gifts. The only permanent 
fund for the increase of the library yields $4S0 per annum. In 1842, the 
sum of |22,000was raised by subscription, to be applied to the purchase 
of books, but not as a permanent fund. This sum is now reduced to 
$5,883, which will probably be entirely expeiided in the course of two or 
three years. Among the late additions are works in modern English lit- 
erature, German literature, with the classical and other departments, sci- 
entific works, etc.* 

The only permanent fund for the increase of the library is the combined 
Hollis and Shapleigh fund, which yields about $450 per annum. The 
principal is $6,000. The public library is kept in Gore Hall, the founda- 
tion of which was laid April 25, 1837, and to which the books were re- 
moved July, 1841. The oQter walls of th« building are of rough stone 
(Q.uincy granite, or sienite,) laid in regular courses, with .hammered stone 
buttresses, towers, pinnacles, drip-stones, &c. The inner walls, columns, 
and the main floor (which rests on solid britk arches) ar6' of brick, the 
floor covered with hard pine boards; the other parts finished with plaster. 
The partitions are strengthened with iron columns concealed within them, 
and the roof and galleries rest on iron rafters. The whole cosi, including 
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the heating apparatus, was little short of |75,000. It is in the form of a 
latin cross, the extreme length of which externally is 140 feet, and 
through the transept 81^ feet. The interior contains a hall 112 feet long 
and 35 feet high, with a vaulted ceiling, supported by 20 ribbed columns. 
The spaces between the columns and side walls are divided by partitions- 
into stalls or alcoves for books above and below the galleiy, which is 12^ 
feet from the floor. One transept is used foraraading-room, and the other 
is divided into three apartments for books. (See Uiiincy's History of 
Harvard University, II, page 599.) The books are arranged accordingto 
subjects. 

A catalogue of the old library in 102 pages 4to. was published in 1723, 
■with the title, "Cataiogus Libromm Bibtiothecse Collegii Harvaidini quod 
est CantabrigiEB in Nova AngUa, Bost. Nov, Angl. typis B. Green," 

After the burning of the library a "Selectior Cataiogus in usum Aca- 
demias Aliimnorum" was pnblished,bnt nocopyof it exists in the library, 

Another, "Cataiogus Bibliothecs HarvardianEe. Cantabrigice, Nov. 
Anglorum. BostoniEB, typis T. and J. Fleet, 1T90;" 8vo,, 358 pages. 

The last printed catalogue is entitled: "A Catalogue of the Library 
of Harvard University, in Cambridge, Massachusetts; 3 vols. 8vo. Camb., 
1830." 

This catalogue was prepared by Benjamin Peirce, then librarian. The 
first two volumes (9.^2 pages) contain an alphabetical catalogue. The 3<1 
volume (223 pages) contains a systematic index, in the live classes: theol- 
ogy, iurisprudence, arts and sciences, belles-lettres, history; with a sixth 
division, comprising works relating to America, Each class has numer- 
ous subdivisions. 

As a 4th volume, was published "A catalogue of the maps and charts 
in the library oi Harvard University, 8vo, Camb., 1S31;" 323 pages; also 
prepared by Mr. Peirce. 

A "First Supplement" to the catalogue, prepared by the present libra- 
rian, was published in 1834, (360 pp, Svo.) containing the additions to 
the Ubrary up to September 1, 1833, 

All officers and students of the University, officers of the State govern- 
ment and members of the legislature, clergymen of all denominations 
living within ten miles of the library, benefectors to the library to the 
amount of $40 during their residence in Cambridge, and all persons 
temporarily residing in Cambridge, for purposes of study, may bor- 
row books from the library, under certain conditions prescribed in the 
laws, "A ready admittance, and the requisite information and facili- 
ties for examining and consulting the works, are afforded to all visitors. 
The privileges granted to individuals are not exceeded by those enjoyed at 
any other institution of a similar kind, and are believed to be in all respects 
as great as a due regard to general accommodation and to the preservation 
of the books would permit." — [Preface to catalogue.] 

A small sum is assessed on the students for the use of the library. All 
other persons are allowed to take out books without charge. The library 
is very much used for the purpose of consultation, not only by persons 
who are entitled to borrow books, but by others. The books have not 
suffered ranch by insects. The injury has been confined mostly to old 
books infested before they came to the library, and to some others which 
were kept in closed cabinets. The present officers are: librarian, Tliad- 
deus William Harris, M. D,; assistant. Rev. John L. Sibley; temporary 
aseistant, Mr. Ezra Abbot; janitor, Mr. Thomas Kiernan. 
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Th& sociehj libraries connected with the college conlain about 13,000 
■Volumes. 

Such deficiencies in contemporary literature as the students have at any 
time felt in using the public libi'ary, they have attempted to supply in their 
society libraries. 

The oldest society of sluderits of Harvard College is The Instiiuie of 
■ 1770. It was formed in that year, as a debating club, with other literary 
purposes. Dilferent clubs have since been joined to this society, and the 
library consists of the, collections formed by them for their njembers from 
the current literature of the periods when they were purchased. Present 
library 8,600 volumes; annual increase about one hundred. 

The Porceilian Club i?. a conTiviai and literary club of many years 
standing. Considerable atinnal additions from the periodica! and other 
current literature are made to its library, which is the largest society 
library connected 'with the university, and contains a large number o"f 
valnabie editions. At present it consists of about 5,000 voiumes. 

The Hasty Pudding Clvb — a social and literary brganizalien founded 
in 1795— has a library which was established thirteen years afterwards. 
It now contains about 3,500 volumes. The annual increase is now 
about 300 vdumes — the additions being made at present solely by the 
donations of the members. The intention of the library is to give td the 
members of the ciub those facilities for reference and relaxation which are 
ordinardy afforded by a gentleman's private library. It therefore consists 
of a selection from standard literature, in collecting which an especial de- 
sign has been to embrace complete sets of the leading reviews, as well as 
the current literature of the day. 

The Cambridge Alpha of the Phi Beta Kappa society is the oldest 
branch of that institution since the parent at Williams College expired. 
It was founded in 1781. For several years after that time a library of 
English standard literature was collected, which amounts to about 500 
volumes. No additions have been made to it in recent years. 

The Natural History, Rvmford, and Hermaan societies — associations 
comparatively recently formed — have small, but increasing libraries. The 
Harvard Chapter of the Alpha Delta Phi society has a small library con- 
taining merely the books written by its graduate members, and a collec- 
tion of periodicals. These may be set down together at 500 volumes. 

The Law lAbrary was commenced by the purchase of the valuable 
collection of Judge Story. It is in the building erected for the Law 
School. It contains about 14,000 volumes — having cost, excluding 
large donations, more than $35,000. "It includes all the' American re- 
ports, and the statutes of the United States, as well as those of all the 
States, a regular series of all the English reports, including the Year 
Books, and also the English statutes, as well as the principal treatises in 
American and English law, besides a large collection of Scotch, French, 
German, Dutch, Spanish, Italian, and other foreign law, and a very 
ample collection of the best editions of the Roman or civil law, together 

with the works of the most celebrated commentators upon that law " 

[Annual Catalogue, 1849-'60.J 

"This library," (say the committee of overseers in their annual report 
for 1849,) "is one of the largest and most valuable relating to law to be 
found in the country. As an aid to study it cannot be estimated too 
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highly. Here the student may range at will thronsh all the demesnes of 
jurisprucleiice. Here he may acquire a knowledge of the books of hi» 
profession; learning their true character ar.d Taliie, which will be of in- 
calculable service lo him in his future labors. Whoso knows how to use 
a library, possesses the very keys of knowiedge. Next to knowing the 
law, is knowing where the law is. to be found." 

The library is open for the use of students during the term, and those 
who desire it pursue their studies there, especially in the preparation of 
their moot-court cases. 

Several catalogues of the library have been published ; one (not, we be- 
lieve, the first) was in 80 pages 8vo., 1S33; asapplement (16 pages 8vo.) 
contained the books bequeathed to the library by Hon. Samuel Livermore, 
of Portsmouth, ^. H. A generalcatalogueof the library was published in 
1834, (228 pages 8to.) This excellent, catalogue, prepared by Charles 
Somner,eHq., is alphabetical, with a systematic index. The prefeee con- 
tains an interesting sketch of the history of the library. The fourth edi- 
tion, with the additions, was printed in 1846, in 354 pages 8vo. 

" The Theological library is in Divinity. Hall. Persona entitled to its 
privileges must be connected with the Divinity School. Number of books 
about 3,000. They consist of valuable select works, principally in 
modern theology,, with some of the early lathers in the original. Means 
have "been recently devised to add to the library valuable modern works 
in theology and morals, as they are published. 

" The Medical library is in the Medical College in Boston. It isp laced 
there for the convenience of students attending the medical lectures. The 
numberof books is about 1,200. It contains all the elementary works which 
are the most important and the most used by students. Besides these, it 
has the writings of the early Greek and Latin medical fathers and the 
works of the later medical classics; and, with the latter, it contains numer- 
ous valuable modern works." 

CAMBRIDGE I'OBT. 

Parish lAbrtxry — 500 vols. — This library was founded in 1849. "One 
hundred volumes were given by a member of the society; nearly as many 
more, formerly belonging to the Sunday School Teachers' Library, have 
been transferred to this; the others have been purchased from the proceeds 
of the contribulions at church." "Every family belonging to the society 
will be entitled to one volume at a time, which may be kept two weeks." 
A catalogue containing 8 pages l^mo. was piiutedin 1845. B, L. "Vlfchit- 
uey, librarian. 



Library of Lawrence Academy — 2,650 vols. — In 1827, at the recom- 
mendation of Mr. Elizur Wright, then the preceptor of the academy, the 
trustees commenced the formation of a library, by the purchase of eighty- 
six books. For ten years these, without any additions, were used by, 
the students. They were the only ones ever purchased by the corpora- 
tion. In 1838, Mr. Amos Lawrence, of Boston, made a donation of 180 
Volumes, and, up to the commencement of the year 1850, his successive 
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giUs comprise 2,400 volmnes — ^neaily the whole collection. Sixty volumes 
were presented by the American Tract Society; sixfy-three were the re- 
lics of the library of a literary society formerly connected with the school; 
four were a gift from the corporation of Harvard College, throiigh the 
kindness of President Sparks; a few were received from members of Con- 
gress. The library is "well selected, free from all comiptiag and trashy 
Mterature, and adapted to form a tasle foruseful and solid reading." The 
library is open on Wednesday to the male pui«ls, and on Saturday to the 
females. A catalogue in 8vo., 206 pages, was printed at Lowell in 1850; 
i( is alphabetical, with a classiiied index; it is in every respect a well ex- 
ecuted work. From the preface, signed by James Means, the present 
preceptor, we have gathered the facts stated above. 

LAWHBlSfOE. 

2?efl PninkUn lAbrtmf — 850 vols. — The Franklin Library Association 
was incorporated April i^4, Vd^l, and possesses S50 volumes. A catalogue 
of the books (14 pages ISmo,) was printed in 1848. The library is opened 
■on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p. m., and on Saturdays froHi 12 m. to 1 p. m., 
from 4 lo 5 and trom 7 to 8 p. m. N. W. Harmon, tibfarian. 



City School Library— 7 ,4Q2 vols.— -Founded in 1844. First opened for 
the delivery of books Februaiy 11, 1845. It contains 7,493 volumes. 
The first purchase consisted of 3,800 volumes. There have since been 
added from 1,000 to 1,500 volumes annually. The city drew from, the 
State its pmportion of a fund that had been accumulating for the purpose 
of forming school libraries, amounting to $1 ,215, and appropriated $2,0(X) 
lo purchase this library. The next year the appropriation was $1,000, 
and since then it has been $500 yearly for the purchase of books. The 
library occupies a room 60 feet by 28, on the ground floor of a brick build- 
ing belonging to the city, and centrally located. The books are arranged 
according to size, without regard to subjects, and each volume is num- 
bered. The first catalogue (printed 1844) contains 66 pages 16mo, 
Four annual supplements have been printed, containing each 21 pages- 
The library is open every day, except Sunday, from 2 to 5 and from 7 
to 9 p. m. Every citizen may take books out of the hbrary, by giving 
satislactory evidence that they will be carefully used, and by paying fifty 
cents annually. The number of subscribers is about 800, entitled to two 
volumes per week each. Josiah Hubbard, librarian. 

Labrary of the Middlesex Mechanics' Association — 5,386 vols. — Incor- 
porated in 1825. Reading-room established 1834. The library contains 
5,386 volumes. During the last ten years, the annual average expendi- 
ture for the purchase of books has been $314. In 1833-'34 the associa- 
tion erected a large building of brick, at an expense of $20^486 04, for 
all the purposes of the association. The library-room is 40 feet by 26, 
and 11 feet high. The reading-room is of the same size. A catalogue 
■was printed in 1840, containing 13(j pages Svo. 89 pages are devoted to 
an alphabetical catalogue of the books, and 47 pages to a classified index, 
the large divisions of which are science, history, literature, government, 
and pohtiea. Theology is included under science. Eath division has 
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several subdivisions. A supplement of 23 pages was printed in ISaS-, 
All members of the association, and ofher persona, citizens of LoweH, by- 
paying an annual subscription of six dollars, are admitted to the privileges 
of the library and readmg-rooni. The books are lent out. The library 
is open every day except Sunday ftom 2 tiU 5 o'clock p. m., and in the 
evening from 7 to 9. Strangers may be introduced by members to the 
iise of library and reading-room. Mr. Crafts^ librarian. 

NANTUCKET. 

The Athentsum ttfirary— 2^52 vols. — The Athena!«m was founded in 
1836. The library was destroyed by fire in Jnly, 1846; refurnished and 
opened to the public in February, 1847; contained, in January, 1849, 
2,532 volumes. It has small conchelogical and geological cabinets, a few 
maps, and several hundred coins of small value. 100 volumes were added 
in 1848. A wooden building was erected for the use of the institution in 
1846-'47, containing a lecture-room, library-room, and museum — the 
cost, about |5,000. The library-room is 4Q feet by 24, and 12 feet high. 
It is arranged in alcoves, and capable of holding 10,000 volumes. Opened 
daily from 1^ to 5 p. m., and on Saturday evenings from 6 to 9. Share- 
holders pay two dollai's per annum, others three dollars per annum, for 
the use of the books. During the years 1847 and 1848, 5,230 books were 
taken out each year. William Mitchell, president. 



Library of the Theological Sej»!'Ma/i/— 6,000 pofe. — Founded in 1825. 
Contains 6,000 volumes. All persons connected with the institution are 
entitled to the use of the library. The librarian has discretionary powei 
in regard to lending books to other persons, A catatc^ue was published 
in 1833, in 12nio. The Seminary belongs to the Baptist denomination. 



Tlie Old Colony Pilgrim Society was formed 9th of November, 1819^ 
for the purpose of commemorating the landing of the pilgrims upon the 
rock of Plymouth, of cherishing the memory of their virtues and suffer- 
ings, and of preserving such well-anthenticated relics as could then be 
gathered. In 1824 a monumental edifice was erected by the society. It 
is of unwrought split granite, 70 feet in length by 40 in width, and is two 
stories in height. It has a handsoMie Doric portico. The whole expense 
of the building and appurtenances was about f 15,000. In the edifice a 
room is set apart for a libraiy and a cabinet of curiosities. It has as yet 
but a small number of volumes. It has also some manuscripts relative to 
our early history. The cabinet contains a large number of curiosities of 
great interest. [See History of the Pilgrim Society, by W. Cogswell, in 
the American Quarterly Register for August, 1838, pp. 82-90.] 



BOXBURT. 



Athenman Ldlyrary— 5,000 vols. — The Roxbury Athenseum was founded 
May 1, 1848. The library contains about 5,000 boLUid Tolumesj and 
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about 4,000 pamphlets, and, say, 40 maps and charts, and 100 engravings. 
The first year, $1,500 were expended for the library; the second year, 
$600. There is a permanent fund of $4,000, yielding ahoiit $350 per 
annum. Many books have been received by donation. The library is 
open every day from 8 o'clocli to 11 a. m., and from 3 to 5 p. m. The 
price of a share is t'.venty-five dollars. Annual subscribers pay four dol- 
lars. Three books may be taken out at a time by any proprietor or sub- 
scriber. Over 4,000 were taken out in 1849. A catalogue, 250 pages 8vo. , 
was printed in 1849. Benjamin Kent, librarian. 



The Athenmwm, Library — 11,000 wo&. — "TheSdem AthenEeum, incor- 
porated in 1810, was formed by the union of the Social and Philosophical 
Libraries. 

"In the year 1760, a number of gentlemen signed a covenant for the 
formation of a library in Salem, to be called the 'Social Library.' The 
number of shares at the commencement was thirty-two, at five guineas 
per share. This number was afterwards increased by the accession of 
new members. The library was first deposited in the brick school-house 
in School street, and there continued till 1786, when it was removed to 
the new middle school-house, now the centre school-house, in Washing- 
ton street. The brick school-house was taken down to erect on or near 
its site the court-house; and this last building was also taken down in 
1839 for the accommodation of the Eastern Railroad Company. The 
librEffy was afterwards removed to the Central Building, Central street, 
where it continued till the union and the formation of the Athenseum. 

"From the year 1775 to 1784, no meetings were held; and the interest 
which was before manifested in the success of ihe library was paralyzed 
by the unsettled state of the country during the Revolution. At the res- 
toration of peace, the attention of the proprietors was again directed to the 
state of the library. All fines, forfeitures, &c,, that nad been incurred 
during the above-mentioned period, were cancelled, and it was determined 
to begin anew. Afresh impulse^thus imparted, rendered its further prog- 
ress successful. In 1797 an act of incorporation was obtained. In 1809 
a catalogue was printed. 

" During the revolutionary war, the vessel on board of which a part of 
the library of the celebrated Dr. Richard Kirwan* was shipped for trans- 
portation across the Irish Channel was captured by an American privateer. 
These books were brought into Beverly and sold. A company of gentle- 
men, consisting of the Rev. M. Cutler, LL.D., of Hamilton; Rev. J. Wil- 
iard, D.D.,LL. D., and Joshua Fisher, M.D., of Beverly; Rev. T. Bar- 
nard, D. 0., Rev J. Prince, LL.D., E. A. Holyoke, M. D., LL. D., and 
Dr. J, Orne, of Salem, &c., became the purchaseis; and thus was laid 
the foundation of the ' Philosophical Library.' An olfer of remuneration 
was afterwards made to Dr. Kirwau, who generously declined it, express- 
ing his satisfaction that his valuable library had found so useful a destina- 
tion. Rev. Joseph WUlard was the librarian from the commencement till 

"•Dr. KLi-won, a chemical philosopher, was bom In Irclnnd about the inidilie of the lasi cen, 
tory, and died in 1812. Hia principal worlis are, 'An E-say on the Conslitiilion of Acids,' 'EL 
emontB of Jdineralogy,' in Iwo vola. 8'o., and a work on iogie, published in 1S09.— Peniii; Cj- 
EJiipiedsa, art. £J7uiJin." 
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his Eenioval to Camhridge, in Pecember, 1781, to enter upon the duties 
of president of Hajvaid University, The Rev. Dr. Prince was then ap- 
pointed his suGcesBor, and continued in office till the union, in 1810, The 
kte N. Bowdi'tch, LIi, D., when a young man, was enabled, through the 
kindness of the proprietors, to pursue his studies under very ferorable au- 
spices, by haTing free access to this library, which contained many im- 
portant scientific books. In order to repay the debt of gratitude which he 
felt he had incurred, he left in his will, made fifty years ailerwards, the 
sum of one thousand dollars for the use of the Salem AthensBum. 

"At the formation of the Athenajnni, the books were deposited in the 
rooms occupied by the Social Library. In April, 1S15, they were removed 
to rooms in Essex Place. In 1885 they were again removed to the rooms 
over the Salem Bank; and finally, in the spring of 1841, to the present 
spacious hall in Lawrence Place, recently fitted for their reception. The 

Sjresent number of shares is ninety-seven. Number of volumes in the 
ibrary, 9,000. They have been principally obtained by the sale of shares, 
and by annual assessments " * 

The library increases at an average rate of 250 volumes per annum. 

About $400 are annually appropriated for the purchase of books. There 

is a permanent fund for the increase of the library yielding about |150 a 

year. There have been several catalogues printed. 

Catalogue of the Social Library, 1809 - - - Svo. 42 pages. 

Do do Salem Athenssum, 1811 - - Svo. 73 " 

Do do do do 1818 - - 8vo. 77 " 

Do do do do 1820 - - Svo. 95 " 

Do do do do 1843 - - 8vo. 171 " 

Supplement to the same 1849 - . Svo. 13 " 

The catalogue of 1842, by Thomas Cole, esq., consists of two parts: 
the first, of 93 pages, contains the titles of the books, systematically ar- 
ranged; the second (pp. 95 — 171) alist of about 1,600 pamphlets, inserted 
alphabetically under the names of their respective authors. A short ac- 
count of each author, as far as could be ascertained, is affixed, noticing 
the year of his birth aud death, the college or university at which he was 
graduated, the principal places of residence, occupation, &c. It is ekill- 
i'ully and accurately prepared. 

The library is open every day, except Sundays, from 8 o'clock a. m. 
till sunset. Proprietors and their families, also settled clergymen of the 
city and neighboring towns, are entitled to the use of the books. Pro- 
prietors have the liberty to iniroduce strangers as readers. No record is 
kept of the number thus introduced. Charles J. Whipple, librarian. 

The llbraiy at present contains about 11 ,000 volumes. The pamphlets, 
about 3,000 in number, forming a very valuable collection, are mosdy 
bound in volumes. This is not only an excellent library for popular use, 
but it contains an unusually large proportion of works of standard value. 
Early theological and scientific works, and the transactions of learned 
societies, are more fiilly represented than in most libraries of this kind. 
The later additions have been well selected, and mostly in the departs 
ments of modern history, biography, voyages and travels, and general 
.ilnglish literature. 

Librai-y of the Essex I/isliCule— 2,522 vols. — This society was incor- 

*See ioU'Dductory lemarke lo the catalogue, 1813. 
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porated in 1848, and formed by the union of the Bssei Historical Society 
(incorporated in 1821) and the Essex Couaty Natural History Society, 
(incorporated in 1836.) The library contains 2,522 volumes, 20 MSS., 
85 maps, 30 paintings or engravings of the former presidents of the His- 
torical Society, and some of the worthies of New England, a few coins, a 
good collection of objects of natural history, in the several departments of 
nature, a few Indian relics, (fee. For the last ten years about 350 volumes 
and 350 pamphlets have been added annuaily, and principally by dona- 
tion. For the same period about $100 per annum have been expended 
in the purchase of books. 7'he room is accessible at all times to members 
of the society who may take out books. . A considerable number of per- 
sons visit the library dally for the purpose of consulting the books. Henry 
M. Brooks, Hbrarian. 
Library of the Mechanics' Institute — 3,000 vols. 

Note. — For the following additional information respecting public 
libraries in Salem we are indebted to Dr. Henry Wheatland, of that city: 
The East India Marine Society has a library contahiing 300 volumes, 
some 20 or 30 of which are manuscript journals of sea voyages, &c. The 
museum belonging to this society is one of the most valuable and inter- 
esting^ in the country. Charles M. Endicott, president. 

This society, whose membership is confined to those who have doubled 
Cape Horn and the Cape of Good Hope, as mastersof vessels, was formed 
in 1799, and incorporated in 1801. A catalogue of the museum, &c., 
was printed in 1831, (178 pp. 8vo.) 

The Essex Southern Disii-ict Medical Society, formed in 1805, consists 
of those members of the Medical Society residing in Salem and the other 
towns in the southern section of the county. The library contains 1,000 
volumes, and is bcated in the Lyceum Building. Dr. E, B. Peirson, 
librarian. 

The Essex Agriculti^al Society, formed in 1818 under the auspices of 
the late Hon. T. Pickering, its first president, has within a few m-inths past 
purchased the agricuhural library of the late Henry Coiman, containing 
525 volumes; These, with a few volumes previously in iis possession, 
will make the library contain 650 volumes. It is deposited in a room in 
the City Hall, Salem. John W. Proctor, of Danvers, president. 

The Salem Evangelical Library, founded in 1818, contains 1,400 vol- 
umes, fiev. It. Emerson, D. D., hbrarian. 

Besides these, three religiftus societies possess libraries containing to- 
gether 2,50y volumes; the public school hbraiies contain 3^600 volumes; 
the Sabbalh school librai'ies 8,000 volumes — making an aggregate, in- 
eluding the Athenasum, the Mechanics' Library, and the library of the 
Essex Insiitute, of 34,192 volumes in the public libraries of the city. 

WILLIAM STOWN. 

Williams College Libraries — 10,559 mis. — The college library was 
founded contemporaneously with the college in 1793, and contains at 
present 5,993 voliimes, the charts of the United States coast survey, and a 
very few coins. The yearly average increase for the last ten years has 
been 188 volumes. Yearly expenditure, fl90. A brick building was 
erected for the accommodation of the library, by Hon. Amos Lawrence, of 
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Boston, in 1847, at a cost of $7,000. It is called Lawrence Hall. In 
form it is a regular octagon, each side 19 feet, and is found to be very con- 
venient. A catalogue, 51 pages 8vo., was printed in 1845. Tiie first was 
Erinted in 1794, otliers in 1812 and 1828. Tlie library is opened one 
our every Wednesday and Saturday during terra time. The students of 
the two lower classes pay 40 cents each, per term, for the use of books; 
those of the two upper " ciasses pay 50 cents each. Books are lent out to 
clergymen and other literary gentlemen, even at a distance from the col- 
lege, at the discretion of the librarian. AboutSOO are taken out annually. 
Prof. John Tatlock, librarian. 

Besides the college library, ai'e the libraries of two societies of under- 
graduates of the college : 

The Philologian Society Library - - - 2,416 vols. 

Philo tech nian Society Library ... - 2,150 " 

As the building erected for the library of this college Js one of the few, 
in the planning of which the interned, conveniences have been primarily 
consulted, it may not be amiss to give in this place a somewhat mitiuCe 
description of it. 

It was required to erect a building for a library of 6,000 volumes, capa- 
ble oi accmnmodating 30,000, and of being extended so as to hold 50,000, 
or more, without interfering with the part first built. The edifice was to 
be of brick, substantial and tasteful, and not to cost more than $7,000. 
These, it must be confessed, are somewhat difficult conditions to meet. 

The building is in form a regular octagon, each side 1ft feet, the whole 
height 40 feet. The elevation presents a principal story of the Ionic order, 
with arched windows, one on each side, and plain pilasters. There is a 
rusticated basement 13 feet in height. The entrance is by a single door 
in one face of the octagon. This door opens upon a vestibule, from which 
rises a circular staircase conducting to the library story, and intended, 
when the increase of the library may demand it, to be carried up to the 
galleries. Leaving, for the present, the basement, we will notice the prin- 
cipal story. This is occupied as the library. It is lighted from the sides 
and the topj is cheerful, airy, and elegant. In the centre is a circular 
colonade of 8 Ionic pillars, from which springs a dome, surmounted by 
a lantern. The cases for the books are to be placed against the walls, and 
, radiating from the columns to the corners of the octagon, thus dividing 
the room into 8 alcoves and a circular area in the centre. One of these 
alcoves contains a circular staircase. The shelves at first built are only 
7 feet high, and will contain say 10,000 volumes. When more shelves 
are required, a light iron gallery is to be laid upon the top of the eases, 
and another set of shelves, also 7 feet in height, is to be placed upon the 
first. This gallery is reached by a continuation of the circular staircase, 
one staircase being suflicient for so compact a library. The room will 
admit three such tiers of shelves. Thus the apartment will hold 30,000 
Tolumes; all of which may be reached without the use of movable lad- 
ders. The librarian's desk is in the centre; from it he can see, by simply 
turning round, every person and every book in the room. 

The basement is divided into rooms corresponding in shape to the al- 
coves of the library. One of these divisions and the central area form 
together a lobby communicating with the several rooms. Another of the 
divisions is occupied by the stairs. Two others form a room for the meet- 
ings of the trustees and for a reading-room of periodicals. The division 
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of the octagon directly behind the stairs, serves as an entrance to the cel- 
lar and as a lumber-room. The first room on the left of the lobby is the 
"packing-room," into which all boxes of books aie to be first brought, to 
be unpacked and examined. Ail books (o be bound, or to be sent away 
for any purpose, should be invoiced tind packed here. A dumb-waiter 
communicates with the library above. Next to the packing room, and 
opening into it, is the hbrarian's room; next to that a room for engravings, 
manuscripts, and other ariicles which require to be kept apart from the 
principal collection and guarded with special care. 

WORCESTER. 

Library nf tJie American Antiquarkin Society ■XSfiW vols — The Amer- 
ican Antiquarian Society was incorporated October S'l, 1812. The present 
number of volumes in the library somewhat exceeds 18,000. Its manu- 
scripts, though of much, interest to the student of New England history, 
cannot readily be enumerated. Many maps, charts, engravings, medals, 
&c., belong to the collection. The average annual increase, for the last 
ten yeai-s, has been 404 books and 1,048 pamphlets. The accessions lo 
the library are chiefly donations. There is no fund solely for the pur- 
chase of books, and no regular appropriation. The general funds of the 
society amount to |30,038 33. About $200 were expended in 1848. A 
brick building was erected in 1820 at a cost of about $10,000. It consists 
of a central edifice 50 by 46 feet, and two stories high, with wings each 
28 by 20 feet, also two stories high. The only catalogue which has been 
published was printed in 1837, and contains 583 pages royal 8vo. The 
regular hours for keeping the library openare from 9 a. m. to 1 p. m., 
and from 2 to 6 p. m. ; Saturday afternoons excepted. The library is free 
to the public for use on the premises. But books are not lent out, except 
thai, by a special act of the council in each case, permission may be had to 
take books from the town, a bond being given for their safe return. Ids 
impossible lo say how many persons consult the library annually. The 
number is very large. Samuel V. Haven, librarian. 

The preface to the catalogue contains the following sketch of the histo- 
ry of this library, which , from its public interest, we insert in full : 

The library of the American Antiquarian Society owes its origin to the 
sound judgment and sagacious foresight, not less than to the public spirit 
and zeal for the diffusion of knowledge, which marked the character of 
Isaiah Thomas, the venerable founder of the institution. The important 
contributions made by Dr. Thomas, both- as an author and a printer, to the 
cause of good learning, need not here be repeated; they already form a part 
of our public history. From his press much of the early literature of the 
country was supplied, and to his pen was it occasionallyindebted for sug- 
gestions and illustrations, in the form of notes, prefeces and appendices, 
giving increased value to the publications which issued under his auspices. 
His "History of Printing," written after his retirement from business, 
was the fruit of his past industry and research, and is a standard work on 
the shelves of our principal libraries. 

Durihg his active period of life, while engaged in the publication of 
books, to an extent which kept nearly twenty presses in constant operation, 
and at the same time in conducting a magazine and newspaper of wide 
circulation, Mr. Thomas necessarily collected many books, pajnphletSj and 
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papers, which aheady constituted a library of considerable magnitude. 
To this he subsequently made additions with a view to the preparation of 
his History. After the publication of that work, he justly considered ihe 
library which he had been gradually gathering, as a treasure of too much 
value to society to be hoarded in private while he lived, and perhaps scat- 
tered to the four winds at his decease. He was led by this consideration 
to propose an association for collecting and preserving the materials of his- 
tory, K) whose charge he might intrust his literary treasures, for the use of 
the present and future generations, and with the fond expectation that they 
would be the embryo of a collection hereafter to rival the famous libraries 
of Europe. His design was submitted to his friends, with whose advice 
and assistance' he matured a plan of organization for the American Anti- 
quarian Society, and procured an act of incorporation October 24, 1812. 
He was elected the first president, and continued in that olHce till his 
decease, April 4, 1831, at the age of 82. 

Immediately after the incorporation of the society, Mr. Thomas bestowed 
upon it his library, then composed of about 3,0OU bound volumes, a great 
number of pamphlets, and a series of newspapers far more complete than 
any other existing in America. Soon afterwards a donation of 900 volumes 
was received through the hands of Mrs. Hannah Cracker, a descendant 
of the Mather family, {in part a gift from herself, and partly a purchase by 
Mr. Thomas,) being the remaltis of the library formerly belonging to In- 
crease and Cotton Mather, the most ancient in Massachusetts, if not in 
the United Stales. A valuable addition was also made to the library and 
cabinet by the legacyof Rev. William Bentley, D, D., of Salem. The 
books bequeathed by Dr. Benfley amounted to several hundred volumes, 
principally German editions and in the German tongue, besides a collection 
of oriental manuscripts, including a splendid iUuminated copy of the 
Koran, and several commentaries thereon- 

Our munificent founder continued to cherish the child of his old age 
with truly parental assiduity. Kvery year he made liberal donations of 
books and rare curiosities, some of which were procured by him at consid- 
erable expense. The whole amount of his donations in books was between 
7,000 and 8,000 bound volumes, a large number of unbound tracts,.and 
the greater proportion of all the newspapers now belonging to the society. 
He was ai the charge of printing the first volume of Transactions, pub- 
lished in 1820. In l!ie same year he erected the edifice now occupied by 
the society, and gave it for their exclusive use. And to crown his bene- 
factions and place the existence and usefulness of the institution beyond 
the reach of ordinary vicissitude, he endowed it, at his decease, with a 
fund, which, if not equal to all its wants, is ample compared with many 
other institutions, and will probably enable it hereafter to do good service' 
in the republic of letters. 

There are many other benefactors of the society entitled to their grati- 
tude, among whom it may be permitted to the committee charged with the 
publication of the catalogue to name the Hon. Thomas L. Winthrop, our 
present president, whose solicitude for ihe interests of the institution has 
been unceasing, and who has enriched the libra^ with many volumes of 
groat price and rarity. Mr. Thomas Wallcut, of Boston, has been the do- 
nor of a large collection of old books and pamphlets, especially suited to 
the objects and taste of the antiquary. The names ofall donors, even of a 
single volume or tract, or any article of curiosity, are entered on our records. 
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and will be transmitted, on the list of our patrons, to those who may come 
after us. 

Soon after the incorporation of the society, the national government 
made provision for supplying us with copies of the pubhc laws and docu- 
ments. The legislatures of several of the States have generously made a 
similar provision. The government of Massachusetts furnishes two sets 
of all the publications ordered by the legislature, including the statutes 
and judicial reports. These documents compose a valuable portion of our 
library; and should the example be imitated by the other States of the 
■tlnion, a collection of public documents would soon be formed, whose 
importance to the statesman and the historian cannot he too highly esti- 
mated. 

The present [1837] nnmbfr of boupd volumes in the library is about 
12,090 jlncluding upwards of 1,200 volumes of pamphlets, and more, than 
700 bound volumes of newspapers. There are about 500 pamphlets yet un- 
bound, exclusive of duplicates, andnearly 1,000 volumes of unbound 
newspapers. Nearly all the American papers printed before the Revolution 
are in this collection, and of some of them a more complete series is here 
to be found than is anywhere else in existence. 

The manuscripts of the society are of considerable value, especially that 
portion of them which relates to the early ecciesiastical history of New 
England. They embrace many of the papers eif the Mathers — Richard, 
Increase, Cotton, and Samuel; those of John Cotton, minister of the first 
church in Boston, and of John Cotton, the second, minister of Plymouth, 
There are many other manuscripts which have already been consulted 
with advantage by authors, and others who have had occasion to investi- 
gate the venerable records of the past. The lapse of years will add to their 
importance; and those time-defaced jages, which are now merely glanced 
at as objects of curiosity, will hereafter be studied with an intense and 
eager interest. 

The cabinet of the society is not yet of great extent. The articles of 
most interest are those illustrating the manners of our fathers, and the 
weapons ef war, articles of app^el, and domestic utensils of the abo- 
rigines of North America. Specimens of this kind, of American origin, 
are more to be desired by an American Society of Antiquaries, than any 
articles, however rare or antique, brought hither frOm the ransacked do- 
mains of the Old Worid. The cabinet contains a collection of coins, com- 
parativelv small, but amounting to nearly 3,000 pieces, of which, how- 
ever, many are duplicates. Among them is a considerable number of 
coins of the Roman Empire, and a few said to be of still more remote 
antiquity. It is believed there are specimens of neariy all the pieces of 
money ever struck in the present United States. 

The library and cabinet of the institution are deposited in a building, 
in' the construction and occupation of which great precaution has been 
taken for the security of the treasures accumulated within its walls. 

The second vDkime of "ArchEeologia Americana" has lately issued 
from the press. The long delay which took, place between the appearance 
of the first and of the second volume is to be imputed, not to the want of 
materials for the publication, or inclination to spread them before the 
public, but to the want of sufficient funds, which have but recently come 
mto the possession of the society. 

The foregoing sketch of the origin of the society, its objects, history, 
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and present condition, it is hoped by the committee will not be deemed an 
unsnilable introduction to this volume. 

A catalogue of the library has long been a desideratutnj not only to the 
members of the society, but to all who sought access to their archives. 
Without such an index, a great portion of onr volumes were no better than 
sealed books to every inquirer who had not time or patience to seek, 
among the undigested mass, for such dates and fects aa he desired to as- 
certain. The catalogue now published is almost wholly the work of the 
late lamented librarian, Christopher 0. Baldwin, whose decease the soci- 
ety deplores as an irreparable loss. It was prepared by him with great 
care and labor, and is a monument of his untiring industry. It has been 
completed and brought up to the present date, by the acting librarian, 
Malurin L. Fisher, esq. Its accuracy, as far at least as regards the bound 
books, has been since subjected to the test of a careful comparison of its 
titles with the correspondent volumes on the shelves of the library. It is 
in the alphabetical form, which has been generally adopted by librarians, 
as more simple in its arrangement and more convenient for reference, than 
a systematic index. The plan pursued was to give the name of the author 
when known, and where the work is anonymous, briefly to slate the sub- 
ject. Each letter of the alphfibet has been paged by itself, to facilitate the 
insertion of future additions under the respective letters, and thus render 
a new edition of the whole catalogue unnecessary, at least for several 
years. Our list of books, it will be observed, contains an unusual propor- 
tiori of tracts, for which reason it is swollen to a size somewhat dispropor- 
tionate to the solid contents of the library. ' Bui we prize this large col- 
lection of pamphlets, as a most important part of those materials lor his- ■ 
tory which it is the great object of the society to preserve; and if the list 
was confined to these alone, we should judge it of sufficient consequence 
to warrant a publication. 

A written catalogueof manuscripts, very minute in its titles and details, 
is now in a course of preparation, and will be kept in the library for the 
inspection of all who may have occasion to consult it. 

By order of the Council: 

JOHN PARK. 

The catalogue of this invaluable collection will ere long be reprinted, 
with the additions since the time of the first printing. Prepared by the 
present learned and able librarian, it wilt be a very important contribution 
to the means of investigating the early history of New England. This 
society has taken Measures to commence the project of stereotyping by 
titles, so that each library in the conntry, while it secures a permanent 
catalogue of its own treasures, will help form the general printed and ste- 
reotyped catalogue of all the libraries. This plan, proposed some years 
ago at the Smithsonian Institution, has received a new impulse through 
the favor and support which has been accorded it by the Antiquarian So- 
ciety. 

I am indebted to Mr. Haven for the following additional particulars 
respecting this library: 

<' Aprominent feature in the collection is the Mather Li'ftrwy, consisting 
of about 1,000 volumes, and containing probably the greater portion of the 
hooks owned by Increase and Cotton Mather, as Well as those of Richard, 
the father of Increase. The first two were emphatically the scholars of 
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their day, in New England; and the works they collected fiiirly represent 
the literature and learning of their lime, whether historical, theological, or 
metaphysical, or relating to the natural sciences. This is perhaps the 
oldest private library in the country that has been transmitted from one 
generation to another. It was obtained from Mrs. Hannah Mather Crock- 
er, grand- daughter of Ootton Mather, and only remaining representadvs 
of the family in Boston— partly by gift and partly by purchase. It is call- 
ed in the records 'The remains of the ancient library of the Mathers,' 
and was considered by Isaiah Thomsis as 'the oldest library in New Eng- 
land, if not in the United States.' With these books was obtained a large 
collection of tracts and manuscripts belonging to the Mathers: the latter 
consisting of sermons, 'diaries, correspondence, and common-places. 
Many of the tracts are political, and relate to the period of the RJBvolution 
and the Commonwealth in England. Taken together, this Mather col- 
lection is unique, and of great historical value. 

" The pampA^ete form another prominent and somewhat peculiar fea- 
ture. They undoubtedly contain a greaternumberand variety of fugitive 
publications, such as illustrate the character and spirit of the time, than 
can be found elsewhere in the country. Those of ancient dale are nu- 
merous and curious. 

" The newspapers begin with the first number of the iirst paper printed 
in the United Slates; and, though the series is not perfect, it is, taking 
tile whole period together, the most perfect that has been preserved. The 
collection of ff^ffia^iacs is, also, the most complete and curioiis that can 
probably be found in the country. The 'manuscripts are chiefly such as il- 
lustrate New England history. Many are theological; some are treatises 
and commentaries that have not been printed. There are many letters 
written by or addressed to the original settlers and their immediate descend- 
ants. There are a few diaries, and an untold quantity of manuscript ser- 
mons. Besides those of an older period, a mass of military papers relating to 
the American Revolution belong to the society, which, at the request of 
the State government, have been deposited in the State House at Boston. 

'* As to paintings and engravings, besides the family portraits of the 
Mathers, five in number, the society possesses an original portrait of Win- 
throp (received from the late William Winthrop, of Cambridge,) together 
with the 'stone pot, tipped and covered with a silver lydd,' containing the 
genealogy of the direct line in which that heir-loom, the pot, had de- 
scended. This stone pot is referred to in Savage's edition of Winthrop's 
journal. We have also portrait of Endicott, Higginson, John Rogers, the 
martyr; Governors Burnett and Leverett; Hannah Adams; our late presi- 
dents, Isaiah Thomas and Thomas L. Winthrop; Mr. Baldwin, late libra- 
rian; Charles Paxton, by Copley; Judge Chandler, &c,; and a very con- 
siderable collection of engraved heads in frames, bequeathed by tlie late 
Br. Bentiey, of Salem, 

" There are also many curious and rare old maps and c/iarts." ■ 

Library of the College of. the Holy Cross — 4,220 vols. — founded in 
ISJS; contains about 4,000 volumes, besides many maps, charts, engra- 
vings and pieces of music, and 6S0 coins arid medals. It is opened every 
day. The professors of- the college, and such of the students as have spe- 
cial leave from the president, are entitled to the use oj the books. Books 
are occasionally lent out to persons: at a distance from the college. J. 
O'Callaghan, librarian. 
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A society of students possesses a library of 280 volumes, 

The Library of the. Mechanics' Institute contains over 1,000 volumes, 
nearly all of ihem choice scientific works recently selected. About $300 
per annum are now applied to the increase of the library. 

The lyyceum Library contains 1 ,300 volumes, selected with care. The 
sum expended for books last year was $100, which is perhaps about the 
average annual amount. 

The Library oftfie Manual Labor High School, establisheii by the Bap- 
tists in 1832, contains about 500 voinmes. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

From the twelfth report of the secretary of the hoard of education, pre- 
isented November, 1848, we learn that the number of volumes in the 
school libraries was 91,539, and their estimated value $43,707. "It 
would be difficult," adds the secretary, "to mention any way in which 
a million of dollars could be more beneficially expended than in supplying 
the requisite apparatus and libraries for our common schools." 

There are sixfy-seven incorporated academies m the Slate, many of 
which possess libraries. Some few of these have already been noticed. 

Most of the religious societies possess also Sunday scliool Hbrari's. 
The number of volumes it is difficult to estimate. It must, however, be 
very large. These books exert a powerful influence in literature no less 
than in religion and morals. 

Social libraries exist in about two-thirds of the towns in the Slate. 
Some of these have been noticed, but only a small part of all that exist. 
It will be a work of time to gather exact information respecting the whole 
of them. 
, By chapter 63, statutes of 1848, the State legislature authorizes the 
ciiy of Boston to establish a public library, and to expend f 5,000 a' year 
for its support. Mr. Bigelow, the present mayor of the city, has presented 
$1,000. Hon. Edward Everett has given a valuable collection of public 
documents, comprising more than 1,000 volumes. Many books have also 
been received from Mr. Vattemare. Mr. Winthrop, present Senator from 
this State, has also presented the documents of the general government 
for about ton years*. 

RHODE ISLAND. 



Redwood Library — 1,000 vols.—K. catalogue (95 pages 8vo.) of this 
library was published in 1843.* The preface contains the following his- 
torical sketch of this venerable institution, which has been thought to 
possess sufficient general interest to warrant its publication, with some 
omissions, in this place: 

"The Redwood Library and Atheuceum owes its origin to a literary 
and philosophical society, which was established in Newport in the year 
1730. This society yas composed of some of the most respectable men 
of the town of Newport, at that period one ef the most remarkable ia the 

• A catalogue had also been priiiled io 1764, in ooiavo. 
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American colonies, for its ivealth, learning, and public spirit. Its origia 
is cojiriected with a splendid name in literatnre and philosrtphy. The 
celebrated Bishop Berkeley, who resided at this time on Rhode Island, 
-encouraged the formation" of this institution, and participated in its dis- 
cussions. He was the intimate friend of some, of its members; and the 
(Jharm of his conversation, undoubtedly, gave a delightful interest' to its 
meetings. Berkeley resided on Rhode Island from January, 1739, (o 
September, I731^*Rnd from frequent intercourse with these vigorous- 
minded- men, derived that knowledge of American character which 
prompted his-muse, to utter the prophetic declaration, 'Westward the star 
ojfei5ipire takes its way.' 

" At that period, the advantages of the association dept^nded on a sys- 
tem of weekly debates and conyersations.upon'questions jf ulihty orin- 
terest. The formation of a library was, subsequently, cpiSiaered by them 
■as one of the most powerful means of accomplishing their origin^ pur- 
pose, ' the promotion of knowledge and virtue.' Tbe system of debates 
was gradually laid aside, and the, energies of -the society were solely di- 
rected fo the collection ofvaTuafele books. Had the establishment of a li- 
brary, constituted, originally, aq object of the society, the valuable books 
fiven by Bishop Berkeley to Yale College and Harvard University, on his 
eparture from Newport, in-lTSl, would undoubtedly have been presented 
by him to this 'institution, to individual members of which he was strongly 
attached, 

" In the accomplishment of this new ©"bject, a great impulse was given 
by Abraham Redwood, esq., who, in 1747, placed at the disposal of the 
society J'500 sterling, for the purchase of standard books in London, To 
-give "permanence and usefulness to his donation, Mt^ Redwood enjoined 
on the society the duty of erecting an edifice as a depository forsuch books 
as might be purchased. In pursuance of their object, a charter of incor- 
poration was obtained in 1747, and the society,in honor of their most lib- 
eral benefactor, aaumed the name of the Redwood Library Company. 
For the erection of a library building, iive thousand pounds were almost 
immediatdy subscribed by djfferentcitizensof the (own. Heny OolUns,* 
esq., proved a noble coadjutor of Mr. Redwood, and presented, in June, 
174S, to the company, the lot ot land then called Bowling Green, on 
which, the present library edifice bow stands. 

" The library building, which is a beautiful specimen of the Doric or- 
der, was commenced in 1748 and completed in 1760. ' The plan was 
furnished by Joseph Harrison,! esq., assistant architect of Blenheim 
House, England. He also superintended the erection of the edifice, 
■with th« committee of the company, consisting of Samuel Wickham, 
Henry Collins, and John Tillinghast. The - master-builders were, Wing 
S'pboner, Samuel Green, Thomas Melville and Israel (Jhapman. The 
principal front is ornamented with a portico of four Doric columns, seven- 
teen feet in height, and projecting nine feetfromthe walls of^he budding. 

"'^Henry Collins was a merchant of Kewjiort.distinguiBtail for his weolrh, libsralitj'Bnii taste. 
Heempltiyetl Smiben, who came out wilh Dean Beriieiey, to take (he portiaiisof Callender, 
Clap, Hitchcock, and Bctkeley. Sraibart was an escellenl artiai, and had he^n prevEousIv 
palroniEed, wliileal Florence, by. the Grand t)uke of Tusoany, Tbe portrait of Henry Coiling, 
lakenhy Smiberi.issnppoaerf to be in (lie nosaesaion of some brandi of IheFlagg family; hi ' 



le beautiful little Episcopnl ohurcli in Cambiidge." 
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The edifice consists of a main building, and two small wings* on each 
side, ranging in a line parallel with the west end of the building. The 
wings furnish two rooms, of about twelve feet square. The principal li- 
brary room, occupying ihe whole of ■the main building, is thirty-seven 
feet long, twenty six feet broad, and nineteen feet in height. The edifice 
is lighted by seven whole windows and three attic windows in the east 
and west ends." ' > . « ». 

# m * • » *•» « » 

" The librarv building, on the outside, is worked in imitation of rustic, 
and is adorned by tlie ornaments appropriate (o the Doric order. The 
whole building is supported by a substantial foundation, raised several 
feet from the groimd, . . 

"The ifct meeting of the Redwood Library Company, afier their m- 
corporation, was held in the Council Chamber, in Newport, on the last 
Wednesday of September, 1747." 

»»,» * * « * * * 

" At a meeting of the company in the CounctI Chamber, on the 4th of 
July, 1748, the directors presented a catalogue of the books which they 
proposed to purchase in London. The liberal share given in this cata- 
logue to the ancient classics, evmced a disposi'tk>H to provide for the 
scholar the objects of his favorite study. In these times of customary 
appeal to direct utility, we fear a {ess liberal expenditure would be al- 
lowed for the gratification of classical taste. This catalogue, with Mr. 
Redwood's bills of exchange, was sent immediately to JMr. John Thom- 
linson, esq., of London, who appears to have satisfactorily executed the 
commission of the society. He was elected an honorary member in 
1749." 

"In 1750 a tar of twelve hnndred pounds was assessed on the mem- 
bers of the company, to defray the expense of completing the bnilding. 

" In 1755 the Rev. Bzi« Stiles was admitted an honorary member of 
the society. His distinction as a scholar and theologian, connected with 
his exertions in behalf of the library, jnstifiea- some allusion to his char- 
acter, in an historical sketch of the institution. The Redwood Library^ 
at the time of his settlement in Newport, <;ontained about 1,600 volumes 
>of standard books. The classical and theological (JepartmeBts were the 
most valuable, and constituted the principal attraction, which determined 
Dr. Stiles to iix his residence in Newport. He remained in Newport 
twenty years, and during the greater portion of the lime officiated as li- 
brarian of the company. Havmg constant access to Ehis valuable coiiec- 
tibn of books, he drew from it, by assiduous study, his great and various 
learning. He held an extensive correspondence with European scholars, 
.and the principal object of that correspondence was to illustrate and per- 
fect those researches and investigations in philosophy, history, antiquities 
and physical science, to which his mind had been prompted by the peru- 
sal of books which he found on our shelves. His zeal for the diffusion 
of knowledge led him* solicit for the library valuable works fron^ Lu- 
ropean authors. Many of these works, obtained through his instrument- 
aSiiy, are still preserved in the libraiy. The copy of Montanus' Hebrew 

^These ^ingj were noi i.i (hooi-jgiiial io^hv.. Thf y liefecs rether than udorn tlie edifice. 
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Sible and Dictionary, now belonging to the library, enabled him to per- 
fect his knowledge of the Hebrew, language; and a folio copy of Homer 
stili bears the marks of his profound study, in the form of Greek annota- 
tions, in his own handwriting. He was one of the most eloquent advo- 
. cates of liberty in the colonies, before the Revolution, The late Dr. 
■Channingsaysof him: 'To the influence of (his distinguished man, in 
the circle in which I was. brought up, 1 may owe in part the indignation 
which I feel towards every invasion of human rights. In my earliest 
.years I regarded no human being with equal reverence.' Hisrai-e learn- 
■ 'ing, eloquence, and goodness, uniformly supported by tradition, have re- 
ceived, of late, the attestation of great names. The eloquent eulogy 
■pronounced upon this gifted and extraordinary man, by Chancellor Kent, 
will preserve for many generations the memory of bis attaifi^nonts, genius 
and virtue. 

" In 1770 the^proprietors, to eviace their grateful sense of Mr, Red- 
wood's exertions for the advancement of ihe institution, requested him to 
sit fur his picture, the expense of which was to be defrayed from the 
company's treasury. After repeated solicitations, in 1773 Mr. Redwood 
gavfehis consent, agreeably to the wishes of the company. David Cheese- 
borough, Thomas Venion, and John Bours, esqs,, wei'e appointed a com- 
mittee to carry the vote of the society into execudon. This painting was 
probably executed, but it isdoubtEiil. whether it was ever placed in the 
library. The beautjfiil portrait which at the present time adorns the 
walls of the library room was copied by Charles B. King, esq., from an 
original portrait of Mr, Redwood, and was generously presented by him 
to the society-, in 1817. 

" No meetings of the Library Company were held from 1778 to 1785. 
During the Reffolutlon, the town of Newport was occupied by various 
armies. The disastrous state of the town compelled many of the best 
-citizens* to leave their homes, and to seek shelter for themselves and 
families in the more secure retreats of the country. The tumults of war 
end revolution iotenrupted the peaceful pursuits of literature, and exerted 
a chilling Influence on the growth of knowledge, and the prosperity of 
4ns,titntion8 -like that whlch-forms the subject of our sketch, - During the 
war, the library building is s^d to have been defaced, and many of the 
■books carried o-fL ' To the honor of Gen, Prescott, it is said that on be- 
ing informed of the exposed state of the library, he stationed a military 
-gi^ard to protect it from further injury and depredation. 

" At a meeting of the company, held at Mr. Townsend's hotel, on 
ihe 14th of October, 1785 — it being the first meeting after the conclusion. 
«f the war of the Revolution— the following gentlemen were chosen 
officers of the institution: Hon. Abraham Redwood, Stephen Ayrault, 
William VernoUj John Malbonej Jonathan Eastoii, Nicholas P. Tilling- 
hast, Jacob Richardson, and Robert. Stevens, Directors ;-Vi\\\iB.m Chan- 
cing, Secretary.; Christopher EUery, Librarian; Stephen Ayrault, 
IVeasurei-. Several important objects engaged the attention of the society : 
the principal were the remission of the annual tax from 1778 to 1785, the 
repair of the library edifice, the'recovery of missing books, and the forma- 
tion of a catalogue of the library. William Ternon, Henry Marchant, and 
William Chanijing,'esqs. , were appointed to apply to the honorable General 

* " Mf. Redwood rcaiiled, during the rev da id nary war, on his farmio Meniion, Ma:^." 
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Assembly, at ibeir next session, foe a.renewal of the charter of the com 
pany, with alterations and amendments. 

" The Eociefy experienced a great misforttine in the death of Mr. Red- 
wood, the founder of the library, Marcii 6,1788. Beneficent objects 
seemed to have occupied the mind of Mr. Redwood, as will appear front 
the following obituary notice, taken from the Newport Herald, March 13, 
1788: 'Last Saturday morning died the Hon. Abraham Redwood, in the 
79th year of his age. He was blessed with an ample fortune and a libera! 
spirit, which prompted him to encourage useful learning and relieve the 
distresses of mankind.- He founded the library in this town. He sub- 
scribed largely to a college to be built in this State, on condition that it 
should be estabhshed in the county of Newport. He subscribed ^SbO 
sterhug towards a university proposed to be erected in this town; and 
be offered the same sum to the Societ^^ of Friends, of which he was a 
member, to endow a school in ■ this place for the instruction of Friends' 
children. His less public acts of generosity will be gratefully remem- 
bered by those on whom they were conferred ; and the poor wiii never 
forget that Abraham Redwood was their constant friend and benefactor.' 
It is understood that Mr. Kedwood removed to Newport from Antigua, 
where he possessed large and valuable estates. 

"After his death, the public interest in the prosperity of the institution 
seems to have declined. A period of great success in the commerce of 
the (own was allowed to pass away without bringing new resources for 
the accomplishment of the objects of the institution. In fact, its very 
existence, atone time, depended on the resolution and efforts of a few in- 
dividuals. The late Dr. Channing, in a discourse delivered in Newport 
in 1836, alludes to the neglected condition of the library at this i>eriod , 
during which he pursued his studies in this town. He says: 'I had no 
professor or teacher to guide me, but 1 had two noble places of study. 
One was yonder beautiful edifice, now so frequented and so useful as a 
public library; then so deserted, that 1 spent day after day,and sometimes 
week after week, amidst its dusty volumes, without interruption from a 
single visitor.' 

" The public attention was not directed to the importance of the insti- 
tution til! the year 1810, when the society received an accession of spirit 
and ability by the admission ,of a large number of new proprietors. In 
March, 1810, James Ogilvie, esq., visited the town, and delivered several 
lectures on the advantages of public libraries, which contributed essen- 
tially to awaken the public to the claims of the Redwood Library on their 
generosity and support He made the society a hberal donation of select 
and valuable books. Prom 1810 to the present time, a very respectable 
interest has been maintained in the institution, and the funds placed at 
the disposal of the society have been judicioiisSv managed in accomplish- 
ing the plans of its founders." " ■ . 

* * * * ® *■» ® (S 

"The exertions of the lafe Robert Johnston, esq:, jn behalf of the insti- 
tution, demand honorable mention. By his solicitation, some of the most 
rare and valuable worksin the hbrary were obtained from different indi- 
viduals m Newport and its neighborhood. -In 1834 he made great efforts 
10 enrich the library with the public records of Eiigland. He succeeded 
m obtaining eighty-four vofumes {seventy two large, folios and twelve 
octavos) from the l-ords Commissioners and I,ord Lyndhursi, in conse- 
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qiience of his application to them, through the mecliuni of his friend and 
agent, Thomas Bland, esq., of London. These volumes, containing the 
most -vaiiiahle materials of English history, were understood to he ob- 
tained as a present from the King of Great Britain, on the application of 
Lord Lyndhurst. As such (hey will be perpetually preserved in the Red- 
wood Library. 

" In 1813 Solomon Southwick, esq., of Albany, gave to the library one 
hundred and twenty acres of land, in the State of New York, for the pur- 
pose of advancing the institution, and thereby perpetuating the memory 
of Henry Collins, esq,, one of its principal founders. 

"In 1834 Abraham Redwood, esq., of Dorset Place, Marylebone, Eng- 
land, being desirous of pronisting an instilution founded by his honored 
grandfatlier, gave to the company the homestead estate, situated in New- 
port, which he inherited from his father, Jonas Redwood, esq. 

"In lS37,Baron Hottinguer, a distinguished banker of Paris, who was 
connected by marriage with the Redwood family, presented to the com- 
pany oncthousand francs, for the restoration of the building. 

" In 1840, the Hon. Christopher G. Qhamplin bequeathed to the com- 
paiy one hundred dollars and somfr valuable books. 

The proprietors are also indebted to the Hon. Wilham C. Gibbs, for his 
liberaiicy in pei-mitting a free access, to a valuable collection of books, at 
present deposited by him in the library. 

"The library room is adorned by several paintings and busts. The 
beautiful bust of John Marshall was presented in 1839, by Augustus E. 
SiUiman, esq,, of New York. . The, acknowledgments of the company 
are due to Charles B. King, esq., of Washington, for his r.umerous and 
valuable donations ; among which are the portrait ©f Columbus and that 
of Abraham Redwood, the founder of the library." 

The Mechanics' Uhran/~^t,lQd vols. — The Nevvport Association of 
Mechanics and Manufacturers was incorporated in 179^. The library was 
founded in 1828. The average expenditure for books during the last ten 
years has been about $50 per annum; the average increase of the library 
from 30 to 60 volumes. As the spciety has rapidly increased of late, the 
library will hereafter be an object of special attention. There is a fund. of 
^1,200 belonging to the association, the income of which is applied to 
various other obj€icts besides the library, which is principally supported 
hy a tax on the members. It is contemplated to erect, so soon as circum- 
stances will allow, a building for public lectures and the lihraiy. There 
is a printed catalogue, butit is very incomplete. Another will be published 
in the course of the next year. The library is open every Wednesday 
and Saturday evening from 6 till 9 o'clock, Ai! members of the associa- 
tiou, and the apprentices of members who have written orders from their 
employers, are allowed to take out books. About l,500 volumes are thus 
lent each year. W. Nichols, secretary. 



Brosfm UkiversUy iAhraries — 31,600 vols — Brown University was in- 
corporated in the year 1764. it was nnginally established in the town of 
Warren, where, in die year 1769, the first commencement was celebrated. 
It was subsequently removed to Providence, where the first college edi- 
fice (University Hall) was'erected, in the year 1770. 
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At the perrocl ofils removal to Providenoe, ihe college appears to hat^ 
been destilute of a library, or at least of any collection of books worthy 
of the Rame. To supply, as far as possible, this deficiency, the Providence 
library Company (now merged in the Providence Alhenasum) tendered 
tbe. free use of its books to the officers and students of the college— a 
privilege which was continued several years. 

The books first obtained for the hbrary were probably procured in 
England, through the agency of the Rev. Morgan Edwards. In the year , 
1768 Mr. Edwards, then in England, was authorized' by ihe corporation 
"to purchase such books as he shall ihink necessary at this time, not 
exceeding 20 pounds value." This ia the only appropriation, small as it is, 
which is recorded previously to 1784 ! . It is probable, however, that Mr. 
Edwards and the otiier agents of the college, while soliciting money, re- 
ceived many presents in books; for, in 1776 the college was in possession 
ofa library, which, at the commencement of hostilities in that year, was 
removed to the country for safe keeping. 

The college was disbanded December 6, 1776, immediately after thj& 
British troops took possession of Newport. From December 7, 1776, to, 
June, 1782, the college building(now University Hall)was occwpied , first 
as a barrack for the American militia, and afterwards as a hospital for the 
French army, commanded by Count Rochambeau.- 0» the. return of 
peace the college edifice was purified and refitted, the library was brought 
back, and the business of instruction resumed. 

In a letter concerning the early history of the library, the Hon. Ashfer 
Robbins writes: "At the reorganizaiion of the college, in the autumn of 
1782, 1 was appointed to the office of tutor, and took charge of the library 
ae librarian. It was then kept in the east chamber on the second floor of 
the central building; the volumes it contained were quite limited in uum^ 
lier— these mostly the primary editions of the works in folio and quarto. 
The precise number I am not able to recollect; my impression is- that it 
did not exceed two or three hundred. Of the previous history of th& 
library I have no certain knowledge; 1 believe, however, it was acquired 
by purchase, through the agency of the Rev. Morgan Edwards, and that 
it was imported, after the removal of the college fi'om Warren and the 
erection of the college edifice in Providence. 

"An addition was made to the library soon after my Connexion with it. 
At a meeting of the corporation, it was proposed by Mr. John Brown ts 
raise a fund, by subscription, for the purchase of books. To encourage 
a liberal subscription he told the corporation to subscribe what they would, 
and to procure what they could by suiiscription elsewhere, and that what- 
ever the amount was, he wnnid subscribe an equal sum. He did so; and, 
besides, made gOod the subscriptions oi those who failed to pay up theirs, 
I wag employed to make out the invoiceof the books to be purchased, un- 
der the advisement of President Manning, and also,. I think, of the 
oiiancellor, Governor Hopkins, who, by-the-by, was a very competent ad- 
viser on„this subject, being deeply versed in English literature, and an 
excellent judge of its various merits. The importation was in the course 
of that year (1783) made by Mr. Nicholas Brown [brother of Mr. John 
Brown]." 

In the year 1784 a valuable doaation, containing the works of several 
of the Fathers of the church, was received from the Hristol Kducatiosi 
Society in England. 



,/Google 



55 [ 120 ] 

In the same year (I78d) the corporation appropriated the sum of ^350 
for the purchase of books. 

In the succeeding year, Granville Sharp, esq., presented several of his 
own publications, with a set of the works of hia grandfather, Dr. John 
Shaip, Archbishop of York. He subsequently Gent other valuable pres- 
ents to the hbrarv." In 1787, the thanks of the corporation were present- 
ed to Mr. John Francis (son-iu-law of John Brown and lather of J. B. 
Fraiicis, late Governor of Rhode Island) for a vahwble donation of books. 

In, the y«ar 1793 Nicholas Brown, then a recent graduate of the insti- 
tution, and a young .and enterprising merchant, commenced his benefec- 
tions towards the college by the gift of a iaw library, containing, about 
three hundred and fifty volumes of valuable books, which he had im- 
ported from England for that purpose. 

The Rev. Isaac Backus, of Middleborough, Mass.,author'of the.Ohurch 
History of New England, who difed in 1806, in the 83d year of his age 
and the OtHh of his ministry, bequeathed to the college a part of his library. 
The extent or value of this bequest it is now impossible to determine, as 
aio record was made of it at the time. Among the books thus presenied, , 
however, tiiere is one which deserves particular mention. It is a copy of 
Soger Williams's '' Bloody Tenent yet more Bloody," being the copy 
originaUy presenied by Williams to his friend and fellow-iaborer, Dr. 
John Oarke, On a blank leaf it contains the following words in Roger 
Williams's handwriting; " For his honored and beloved Mr. John Clarke, 
an eminent Witnes of Christ Jesus, ag'stye Woodie Doctrine of perse- 
cution, etc " 

In. 1815 Mr. KicMas Brown gave five hundred dollars for the pur- 
chase of books, and Mrs. Hope Ives presented a copy of Dobson's edition 
of the Encyclopaedia Britaonica. 

The next, and the most valuable of all the donations to the library which 
we have tq record, is the legacy of the Rev. WiUiam Richards, LL. D,, 
of Lynn, England. Mr. Richards was a native of South Wales. He 
was many years pastor of the Baptist church at Lynn, where he died in 
the year 1818, in the 69th year of his age. 

Mr. Richards seems to have been a ma^ of considerable learning, par- 
ticularly in English and Welsh history, and in the Welsh language and 
literature- His writings are historical, political, and controversial. His 
most important work is the History of Lynn, in 2 vols. 8vo. Dr. Evans 
says of it; " It is not only well written, the style perspicuous and maiily, 
but it is replete with information as well as entertainment." His Review 
of Noble's Memohs . of the Protectoral House of Cromwell is character- 
ised by Lowndes as "severe, but at the same time just." "His diction- 
ary of Welsh and EngUsh," says Dr. Evans, "a work of minute and 
wearisome labor, is in high repute." ■ Mr. Richards was of the General 
Baptist denomination, and a strong advocate of religious liberty. It was 
his love of the hberal character of this institution which induced him to 
bestow upon it his library, as appears from the following passage in his 
Memoirs: "Mr. Richards had corresponded with D^. Jatnes Manning, 
once President of the Baptist College in Rhode Island. From this gentle- 
man he learned the liberal constitution of that respectable seminary, and 
for some years previous to his death meant to bequeath to it his library. 
He accordingly made inquiry of Dr. Rogers [of Philadelphia] whether 
it was stilt conducted on the same liberal tooting, in which case he should 
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cherish the same generous intentions towards it." This inqiiiiy was 
answered by Dr. Messer, then President of the college, in a letter from- 
which it may be well to extract the following parage: "Though the- 
charter requires that the President . shall forever be a Baptist, it allows 
neither him,, in his official character, nor any olher officer of ' instruction, 
to inculcate any sectarian doctrine; it forbids at! religious tests; and it re- 
quires that all denominations of Christians, behaving alike, shall be, 
treated alike. This charter is congenial with the whole of the civil gov- 
ernment established here by the- venerable Roger Williams, who allowed ■ 
no religions tests, and no pre-eminence of one denominationover anoiher;. 
and none has ever been alloWeii unto this day. This charter is also con- 
genial with the present spirit of this Stale and of this town." 

Gratified with tjiis letter, Mr. Richards beqeathed his librajy, consist- 
ing of about thirteen hundred volumes, to Brown University. It is a 
singukr fact, that his will was made on the very day on which the honor- 
ary degree of Doctor of Laws was 'tonferred upon him by this college. 
Mr.'Kichards had received no intimation that the honor was intended for 
him, nor did he live to hear that, it had been bestowed. 

The library which he bequeathed to thecollege is, in many respects, 
valuable. It contains a considerable number of Welsh books, a large 
collection of vahi able' works, iilnstraling the history and antiquities of 
England and Wat^s; besides two or three hundred bound volumes of 
pamphlets, some of thent.yery ancient, 'rare, and curious. 

For the nexf valuable accession to the library — designated as "the sub- 
scription of I8S5" — the college is indebted to the eiForts of Mr. Horatio 
Gates Boweii, who was libtaiian of the institution from 1824 to 1S41. 
At his request several of the friends of Hi* college subscribed eight hun- 
dred and forty dollars, which sum was expended in the purchase of books- 

Between 1823— 5, fifty- four volumes of valuable scientific works,.in- 
cludiiig Cloquet's Anatomie, Lamarck's and De Candolle's Flore Praa- 
yaise, Cuvier's Regne Animal and Wilkins's Vilruvius, were presented by 
Mr. John Carter Brown and Mr. Robert Hale Ives. Often, since that 
time, the names of these gentlemen and of Mr. Moses B. Ives appear 
among the benefactors of the library. 

About the year 1833, a splendid donation, consisting of one hundred 
and three volumes, comprising the best editions, mostly in quarto, of the 
works of the celebrated French mathematicians, Euler, liacroix, Lagrange, 
La Place, etc., besides many valuable theological works, was made by 
the Rev. Thomas Carlile. 

In 1836 Messrs. Brown & Ives presented, through Dr Homer, fifty 
volumes of rare atid expensive theological works. In the same year do- 
nations were received from the Hon, William Hunter, LL, D., and from 
Usher Parsons, M. D. 

On die return of Prof, Elton from Europe, in 1837, donations were 
received, through him, from several disdnguished, gentlemen in Europe-— 
in all, two hundred and eighty- three volumes; besides eighty five volumes 
of classical and misc«llaneous works purchased by him at the order of 
Messrs. Brown & Ives, 

The Lbraries ,of the Philophysian and Franklin Societies, composed 
of undergraduates, when these societies became extinct, were, by pro- 
visions of their constitutions, incorporated with the College Library. 
Tiiey together contained thi'ee or four hundred volumes. 



,/Google 



57 [ 120 ] 

Tfte government of Gfeat Britain presented, in 1835, one hundred and 
ten volumes of ttie publications of the Record Commission. 

In 1838 Mrs. Elizabeth H. BaTtol-, wife of the Rev. Cyrus A. Bartol of 
Bostow, and Mi-s.Hep.sy S. Wayland, wife of President Wayland, pre- 
sented three hundred and fifty six volumes of standard works in French 
and Italian literature. 

The Rev. Jona&an Homer, D. D., of Newton, Massachusetts, at 
various .times, made valuable donations of rare and cosily theological 
books, includifig some valuable editions of the Bible. Many of these 
donations contain copious and useful manuscript annotations by the learned 
donor. 

Among the additions to the library, a collection of fifty volumes of 
Ordination Sermons, presented by the Hon. Theron MetcalT, of Boston, 
■« graduateof the college in the class of 1805, deserves partienlar notice. 
These volumes canfain more than athousand discourses jireached at ordi- 
nations, instatlalions, and iuaugiirations in the United States, and mostly 
in New England. This is without donbi the largest coliection of the 
kind which has ever been made, and is of. obvious importance as con- 
nected with the ecclesiastical history of the country. 

The library fund next claims our attention. "At a meeting of the 
standing "committee of the corporation of Brown University, held Jan- 
uary 10, 1831, it was unanimously resolved^- 

"1, That immediate measures be taken lo raise, by subscriiition, the 
sum ci[ twentf/'Jioe tAousand.doUars, to be appropriated to tlie purchase of 
books lor' the library, and apparatus for the philosophical and chemical 
departments of Grown University. 

" 2. Resohed, That the chairman and Thomas P. Ives be a committee 
to carry the foregoing resolution into effect. 

"F. WAYLAND, 



Soon afterwards, a meeting of the friends of the institution was called 
for the purpose of seconding this effort. ■ At this meeting the wants of 
the library and the importance of supplying them were presented and 
urged. Previously to this, however, the Hon. Nicholas Brown had,; 
\vith his wonted munificence, subscribed ten thousand dollars towards 
the fund. The subscription was opened, with the following conditions: 

1. ".The whole amount shall be invested in a perraatient fund, of which 
the interest shall be, from time to time, appropriated- exclusively to the 
objects staled in the resolution. 

8. "The s,election of books and apparatus shall be made by joint com- 
tnittee of the corporation and government of the university. 

3. " One-third of the amsunt subscribed shall become due on the 1st 
day of October, 1833, another third on the 1st day of October, 1833, and 
the remainder on the 1st day of October, 1834. 

4. " A, copy of the subscribers' names, and of the sums subscribed by 
each, shall be deposited in the library, and another among the archives of 
the university." 

. The sum thus obtained, amounting to $19,437 50, was placed at iri- 
(OTest until it had aceusnulated to twenty-five thousand dollars, and was 
then invested in a "permanent fund, according to the provisions of the 
subscription, as above specified. The first dividend became due in July, . 
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1839. Since that time the proceeds have been regularly appropriated ao- 
wrdiiTg to the desigti of tlie donors. 

The room appropriated to the library, at the time when the library fund 
was raised, " was an apartment in University Hall, crowded to excess, 
unsightly and wholly tmsirited for ihe purpose to which, from necessity, 
it was devoted." To remedy this delect, the Hon. Nicholas Brown 
erected; at his own expense, abeautifu! edifice for a library and, chapel; 
to which, in testimony of veneration for his former instructor, he gave 
the name of Manning Hall. This building was dedicated in 1835. 

Soon after the removal ef the library to the new building it was newly 
arranged, and in 1843 a full catalogue of its contents printed. This cat- 
alogue was favorably noticed in the North American Review, and in 
other leading periodicals, and drew special attention to this important 
department of the institution. 

Soon afterwards a chair of modern languages was established at ths 
college; and the professor elect was encouraged to visit Europe, pai'tiy for 
the purpose of professional study, and pai'tly to enable the friends of the 
college to carry out more eifectually their wishes for the increase of the 
library. This agent was authorized by Mr. John Carter Brown to select 
and purchase, at his expense, such books in the French, German, and 
Italian languages, to the value of about $)2,700, as he might think most 
useful for the college. The selection was made, both of works and of 
editions, withma regard to cost ; 'but the books were purchased with the 
dosest reference to economy. For about $2,600 dollars the number of 
volumes of hound books purchased was 2,921— viz: 121 foUos, 392 quar- 
tos, 1,627 octavos, and 781 duodecimos, besides 74 valuableimaps and en- 
gravings. These books were aWwell bound, most of them newly and 
elegantly, in half calf, plain gilt. The average price per volume, inclu- 
ding binding and all other expenses, was about 89 cents. This collec- 
tion includes a *et of French, German and Italian classics, in the best and 
fullest library editions; the principal philosophical, scientific, and historical 
■works of late continental scholars; a complete set of the '^Mmiitew 
Universel," fmm its commencement to 1826-^a clean, beautiful, well 
bound copy of the original ediiion,with the introduction, indexes, ifcc, in 
77 vols, folio; a set of the memoirs of the French Institute since its reor- 
ganization, — vols. 4to. ;. the collection of memoirs relative to the history of 
France, by Guizot and Petitot, 162 vols. 8vo.; a complete set of ths 
AUgemeine fMmUvr-Ztitung, 134 vols. 4to.; and of the AUnemeim 
Deutshe BibUothik, 139 vols. 8vo.; 11 Vaticano, 8 vols, folio, elegantly 
illustrated; M Campidoglio, 2 vols, folio; the Museo Borhonico, IS vols. 
4to., the original Naples edition; the works of Canova and Thorwald^ 
geu— the Muske Francois and Mttsee Royal, in 6 vols, folio; the De- 
scription de VEgypte, Canina's Achitecture, and many more illustrated 
works of great beauty and value, besides rare and costly maps and prints. 
These books were mostly purchased at auctions in Paris, Rome, LeipsJc, 
Frankfort on the Maine, and Beriin. Many were purchased at provincial 
saies. To supply the deficiencies , of the library in standard English 
works, a subscription was opened among the friends of the college, amount- 
ing 'to -about $5,000, and ihe same agent was appointed to select and 
purchase the books. This collection was received in the Ubrary in 
1845, and raised the whole number of volumes to neaiiy 20,000. 

The class which graduated in 1821 held a meeting in Ptqvidence, 
a quarter of a century from the time of their graduation, at which a eon- 
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sidel'able sum of money was subscribed for ihe benefit of the library, in 
toicen of their grateful interest in the institutinij, at which they were edu- 
cated. The money thus obtained was placed in the hands of Dr. 
Thomas H. Webb, of Boston, who purchased, with excellent judgment, 
about fipB hundred volumes, mostly from the library of the Hon. John 
Pifckeriiig- 

The next year, 1847, the Rev, Samuel Osgood, then a clergyman in 
Providence, and now in New York, proposed to the several religious so- 
cieties of the city a subscription for the purpose, of supplying the defi- 
ciencies of the library in the best editions of the Fathers of the church , and 
the ^tandai-d theological writers of the Reformation. About $3,000 were 
raised, and a superb collection was purchased of the Benedictine editions 
ef several of the" Fathers; the Bibliotheea Maxima Veterum Patrum, 30 
vols. foliO; Harduin's Collectio Oonciliorum, 12 vols, folio; besides the 
choicest and most elegant editions of many of .the Fathers not edited by 
the Benedictines, and a large collection of works connected with patristic 
literature, and the history of the Reformation. 

The library committee had before this issued a circular, soliciting the 
donation of files of newspapers, important pamphlets, A-c. In answer to 
this call a vast mass of pamphlets and papers were sent to the library. 
Prom the whole about 5,000 were assorted and arranged, and they form 
now an invaluable collection. Brown University certainly deserves great 
credit for the care with which she has garnered and guarded these neg- 
lected but precious memorials of oiiv earlier history. 
, In 1793 the library contained 2,173 volumes; in 1826, 5,818 volumes; 
in 1843, 10,235; in January, 1849; 21,520, exctusive'of pamphlets and 
of duplicates; in January, 1850, the number of volumes was about 
23,000. 

It has a large number of maps, charts, engravings, and elegantly illus- 
trated works. Since January, 1843, 11,300 volumes have been added to 
the library. During the last eight y^ars. about $20,000, being the pro- 
ceeds af the library fund, and donations from individuals, have been ex- 
pended for the purchase of books. From the income of the fund about 
$1,200 per annum is appropriated to the purchase of books. The building 
fcalled Manning Hall) is built of rubble stone, and is stuccoed. The 
library occupies the wholeof the ground floor. , Its dimensions are 64x38 
feet, height 13 feet. Li the centre is a double row of fluted columns, 
from which the shelves extefnd to the walls, fortning twelve alcoves. The 
books are, so far as convenient, arranged on the shelves according to sub- 
jects. The first catalogue was printed in 1793; the second in 1826; and 
the third and last in 1843,. [560 pp. 8vo.] This catalogue is alphabetical, 
.accordingto the authors' names, and has a copious alphabetical and ana- 
lytical index of subjects. A supplement, nearly as large as the original 
volume, and on the same plan, is now in preparation. The library is opgn, 
during term time, daily fi-om 10 a. m. till 2 p. m.; during vacations, 
weekly, on Saturdays, from 12 to 1. The members of the corporation; 
the president, professors, tutors, and register;, all resident graduates; all 
the donors to the hbrary fund; all donors to the fund for building Rhode 
Island Hall; and all donors to the library to the amount of $40, residing 
in the city of Providence, are entitled to the use of the library without 
charge. Undergraduates are entitled to the use of the library, ffiid are 
charged therefor one dollar per term. During the year 1848, from January 
7 to December 6, 4,069 volumes were taken out. The number of 
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books taken out increases every year. The privilege of consulting the 
library is extended, with such restrictions as the library committee may 
from liipe to time prescribe, to all graduates of the University; to alt setlled 
clergymen, of every denomination, residing in the city of Providence and 
its vicinity ; and to ali other persons on whom, for the purp9se of advancing 
the arts, science or literature, the corpoiation or Ubrary committee may 
confer it. Books are occasionally lent to persons at a distaHce, by special 
permission of the library committee or the corporation. 
The present librarian k Reuben A. Guild, A. M. 

There are two literary. societies of students connected with the (Jni- 
versily— the Phileimenian Society, founded in 1794, and the United 
Brothers Society, founded in 1806. Each has a library of about 3,600 
volumes. They have issued elegant and well prepared catalogues. To 
the beautiful catalogue of the Philermenian Society, published in January, 
1849, is prefixed a history of the society, by Mr. B. F.Thurston.- 

T/ieAikenoium lAbrarp~15,&)i vols. —The AihenEBum was incorpo- 
rated by act of the General Assembly of Rhodelsland, January, 1836. It 
was formed by the union of the Providence Library (founded in 1T53) and 
of the AtheuEeum, (founded in 1831. )' The librai-y contained, in Sep- 
tember, 1849, 15,204 volumes. The yearly average increase for the last 
ten years has been 800 volumes; the average annual expenduure for 
books, $1,200. There is a fitnd of five thousand dollars tor the increase- 
of the library, yielding $331 50 per annum. This fund will soon be in- 
creased to eleven thousand dollars. 

A granite building was erected in 1 838 for the use of the Athenaeum, at 
an expense of nearly $! 5,000, The following description of the edifice 
is taken &om the third report of the d!recb)rs: 

" Principal story.— The floor of the principal story is about fifteen 
fpet from the sidewalk in front of the building; this distance is divided by 
side steps at each end of the bank in front; steps, in the centre of the 
front of the building, six feet high, approached over a gravel walk on the 
top of the bank, sonduct to the front entry, which is eight feet wide by 
thirteeti feet long. There are two rooms on each side of the entry, 
communicating with it, thirteen by eighteen feet each— one intended for a 
reading-room for periodical publications; the other for directors' meetings, 
committees, &c. 

" The hbrary, or principal room, is entered through the front entry, or 
through either of the rooms justmentioned. Itts thiriy-two feet long by 
forty-three feet wide on the floor, and about forty-four long by forty-three 
wide,from within about seven feet below and up to the ceiling; this differ- 
ence in length between the upper and lowerpartsof the room is caused by 
the space left over the reading and directors' rooms, which is taken off 
from the library room. Those two rooms are ten feet high; the library 
room is eighteen feet high. There is also another room eighteen feet high, 
inlhe rear of the Ubrary room, entered through it, the dimensions of 
which are- twenty by forty-three feet." 

A catalogue was printed in 1837, of 116 pages 8vo.; and a supplement 
of 108 pages 8vo. in 1839. Another is nearly ready for the press. 

The library is open every day, Sunday excepted, from the first of April 
till the 1st of October, from 9 a. m. till sunset; from October to April, from 
10 a. m. till 9 p. m. 

Persons entitled to the use of the books are owners of shares ; the 
price of a share is $16, subject to an annual tax of $5. 
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Every shareholder has tile right of taking out Iwo books at a time. 
Thereare more than 500 shares, nearly all of which are used. It is im- 
possible to say how many consult the library annually. The number, 
however, is very large. According to article 10th of the hbrary regulations, 
the board of directors may authorize persons not coriiiected with the in- 
stitotinn to make use of the library, Thomas Hale WiUiams, hbrariau. 

" This is a very weh selected library, embracing the most important 
woits-in all those departments of English literature which are adapted to 
the general wants and tastes of an enUghtened community." It may 
.perhaps be considered the best. English library of its size m the country. 
The department of periodicals receives particular attention. Fifty-nine re- 
views, literary and scientific journals, and newspapers, are regularly taken, 
and are read "with fresh and ever increasing eagerness." With one ex- 
cepliou, they are all in.lhe English language. Great care has been exer- 
cised to procure all the back numbers, so that the series are generaUy 
complete, with all the indexes,' &-o. 

Thi^ institution has been justly pronounced "a model for all similar es- 
tablishments." [BibliothecaSacra, January. 1850.] We understand that 
Mr. Alexander Duncan has recently presented to the institution the sum 
of ten thousand dollars, in comphance with the wish of his uncSe, the 
late Cyrus Buder, whose estate descended to Mr. Duncan. . 

Ubrarif of the Mechanics' Association— Z,Zm vols.—K catalogue of 
this library was printed in 1821, in 12mo. 

The Rhode Island Historical Socteiy— 8,500 i;o&.^This society was 
founded on tha 19th of April, 1822, and incorporated by the Genera! 
Assembly the Junefoilowing. The society has published several volumes 
of "Collections." It has been faithful and active in collecting the ma- 
terials for the history of the State, and preserving them for future use. 
"After the decease of the Hon. Theodore Foster, the society purchased 
of his representatives the collections which he had been engaged in 
making during a long life devoted to historical research. They have pro- 
cured copies to be made of all orders and papers in the office of the secre- 
tary of State in Massachusetts, relating to this State. The papers col- 
lected by Jhe Rev. Isaac Backus, author of the History of the Baptisis, 
are deposited in thecabinet, as are also the letter-book and correspondence 
of Ezek Hopkins, tlie only individual who ever received a commission as 
admiralin (he navyof the United States." The society has taken great 
pains to complete its files of newspa[>ers' printed in the Stale. Most of 
them, including Che Providence Gazette, are nearly perfect. 

Soon after, its incorporation the State gave the society $500. The 
heirs of the laie Nathan Waterman presented a lot of land for a building. 
In 1843 the society had accumulated a fund of $4,000 for an edifice. 
About $2,000 more wtre then raised by. subscription, and in 1844 a stone 
building was erected on Waterman street, facing the College square, to 
which the collections of [he society were removed, and in which its meet- 
iBgs have since been held. The library contains about 3,5Q0 volumes, 
mostly h^torical. [See. account of the Rhode Island Historical Society, 
by W.U. Staples.— ^memaw Quarterly Register, May, 1839, pp.3b2-8.] 

Fiicnds' Boarding School Librai-ies—l,60{}vols.~The library of this 
well-endowed institution consists of three parts, of which the principal 
contains about 1,000 volumes, irregularly arranged in a room in t^e cen- 
tra! building. It embraces a generaf collection of English, scientific, and 
literary works, (novels excepted,) mostly the bequests of the late Moses 
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Bmwii and his son Obadiah Brown— being their private libraries. No 
special appropriation iias been made for a regular increase of the lihraiy; 
consequently it is falling bebind the modern improvements in science. 
Some small additions of late works are, however, made every year. 

TwcT other collections of books, of rather a juvenile charatter, are kept 
in each wing, more particularly for the use of the pupils. These contain 
about 230 volumes each — making the aggregate of what are termed the 
library books, about 1,500 volumes. This number does not include the 
■books of riding aiid study used by the pupils in their daily exerciseSj for 
which purpose about 600 volumes are in use. These are the property of 
ihe institution; some are^fLiriiished gratmitously, arid a part are lent to the 
students for a compensation. There is no printed catalogue of the library. 
All the pupils are entitled to the use of the books in the juvenile depart- 
ments, and to those of the central library at the discretion of the librarian. 
The officers use the central library at their pleasure. 

■The Franklin Society, Providence, Rhode Island, founded in 1823, 
has a Ubrary of 500 volumes, slowly increasing. 'Every member of the 
society has a key to the library room, and may mse the books when he 
pleases. 

PUBLIC -SCHOOL LIBRARIES — 19,637 VOLS. 

Within the last four years, undeB the exertions of Mr. Henry Barnard, 
the e'nl%htened'and energetic commissioner of public schools, public, li- 
braries have been established in every town in the Slate, with the excep- 
tion of Johnston, Bristol, and East and West Greenwich. These libraries 
are composed of well-selected books, and are accessible to the whole pop- 
Tilation. The money for purchasing them was mostly subscribed by 
public- spirited individuals. 

1 am indebted to IVIr. Barnard for the following list of these libraries, 
with the number of volumes which (hey contain. 

« Portsmouth — school district No. 1 — 650 vols. — This was the first Hbra- 
ly, established in the State, as a part of the recent movement to improve 
the means of popular education. It owes its origin mainly to the liberal do- 
nation of ffilOO by Miss Sarah Gibbs, a resident in the district. 

North Providence— fonr districts — aggregate, 1 ,200 vols. 

Cumberland Hill — 500 vols. 

Smithfield — Bernon village, "] 

" Lonsdale AlheniEum — 1,000 

" Slatersville-i-800 ^3,475 vols. 

" Hamlet village, 

" ' Globe, J 

" The library at Lonsdale was purchased by ihe commissioner, at an ex- 
. peuse of about $550, which w.as paid by the Lonsdale Company. The 
books are lent out to the inhabitants, old and young, of the village, at 
a small charge ofone cent per volume. More than seventy dollars were 
reaMzed the first yearfrom the circulation of-the books. 

" The library at Slatersville was purchased out of an appropriation of 
^500 made by Messrs. Slater, I.^ockwood and Garter. 

"Burrillviiie—^l'ascoag Man ton Library — *)00 vols.— This library and the 
libraries in Glocester, Foster, Cranston, Hopkintoo, Richmond, Charles- 
ton, Exeter, Little Conipton, New Shoreham, Jamestown, and Barrington, 
owe their existence mainly to the liberality of Amasa Manlon, esq., of 
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Providence. By an aggregate expenditure df about |I,000, he has been 
insthimental in raising in these towns double that amount, and has thus 
secured the estabbahment .of ten bbraries, with at least five thousand 
.girod books, Wlio can estimate the blessings, individual and social, 
.whicii will flow -direeiiy and indirectly from the dissemination of these 
boolis, and wbich Tvill conttuue to flow yet more abundantly when the 
liberal donor has himself passed from the. earth, and another generation 
has risen up to have access to these libraries? 

Gfloce'ster— Manton Library - - - - - 800 vols. 

Foster — Manton Library . . - - -1,000 " 

Scituate — Aborn North. School Library - - - 500 " 

Granston— School Library - - - - - 400 " 

MiddEetown — School Library - - - - 300 " 

Little Oompton— Manton Library - ■ - -• - tiOO " 

" Social Library - ... - 500 " 

I?ew Shoreham -'.. - . - ■ •. . - iOO " 

Jamestoton Library - - - - - , ■ 700 " 

" 'Manton Library ----- 400 " 
Coventry — Washington village . - . - 400 " 

Boweii's Hill Library . - - ' - - - 400 " 

" The library first named was given to the district by subscribers resi- 
dents thereof. The Bowen's Hill library owes it origin to a Uberal con- 
tribtUion from Mr. Tully Bowen, of Providence,. 

Warwicli — Iiadies' Library - - . - - - ^''O '^ols. 

" Old Warwick Library - - - - 250 " 

' Westerly — Pawcatuck Library - , - - - 2, 000 " 

Hopkinton and Richmond — Manton Union Library - 800 /' 

Exeter — Manlon Library - - - - - 602 " 

Charlestowa — Manlon LibrLuy - ^ . . yCG " 

"South Kingston. — Besides a small library (300 vols.) at Kingston, there 
is an itinerating libraryconsislingof about 400 volumes, which are divided 
into four cases, each case containing about tOO books, and these cases 
pass in succession through the several villages in the town. 
Warren Lyceum -. - . - _ - 500 vols 

Harrington— District No. 2 - - - ■ -. 500 " 

Tiverton— Globe district . - - - - - 150 " 

" Most of tTie libraries recently established are open to all persons resident 
in the town, who will pay one cent a week for the iise of a volume, and 
■ comply with the regulations which tbay have been adopted for the pre- 
servation of the books." 

Mr. Barnard (in the -"Report and DoRuments relating to the' Public 
Schools of Rhode Island for 184S,» pages 485-seq.) has given a histori- 
cal and statistical Eccount of the several libraries in the State, with a 
sketch of the organi^zation aiid tbfi history and by-laws of the Pawca- 
tiick Library Association, as a ifvorable specimen of a public school 
library. He has also published the catalogue of this collection, in 94 
closely printed 8vo. pages. This library Vas sdected by Mr. Barnard, 
and the catalogue, wiith some very judicious explanatoiy remarks and 
sfJect hints on reaiTing-, was prepared by iiim. Weextract the following 
paragraphs descriptive of the catalogue, remarking, that itdmirable judg- 



./Google 



[ 120 ] 64 

ment has been shown in the choice of books and in the means adopted fnr 
rendering them useful: 

" The first of the following catalogues is a caialogtte nf suhjects. Its 
design Is not simply to give l/ie titles of the books of the library, but to 
furnish an index to t/i? subjects considered in the books. To effect this, 
the various books in the library have been analyzed with considerable 
cSie, and the several subjects exhibited hy them have been arranged un- 
der their proper heads. The analysis has been confined to distinct treat- 
ises'and separate articles on subjects. The design of the analysts, it is 
thought, has been a,ccomplished — viz: to .make the patalogue so full that 
DO one shall be obliged to remove a book from the shelves in order to learn 
its contents or subjects, and that those who use, the library may make their 
selection of books directly from the catalogue. Thus the convenience of 
persons in their selection will be greatly promoted, and the injurious 
handling of the books be prevented. 

"In addition to the catalogue of subjects, a catalogue of authors is 
also given, in which the names of all the authors in the library ore placed 
alphabetically, and under each name all such works ol that author as be- 
long to the library. 

" By the aid of these two catalogues any person, even those the least 
familiar with books, may very readily refer to any work or any subject 
which they may wish to examine, 

" In both catalogues the number of each book, as it stands on the- 
library shelves, is carried ojit on the margin of the page against its title " 

COKNECTICUT.' 

EAST WINDSOR. 

Library of the Theological fiiMifute-^fiOO vols.— The books in this, 
library (fourided in 1S33) are mostly theological . They are primarily for 
the use of the faculty and students of the institute. , The library is open 
twice a week. The institute was fouiided in 18^3 by the Congrega- 
tionaiista. It was incorporated in 1834. 

HARTi''0KD. 

17ie Lihraryof the Young Alert's ImtUvte—Vd fSW t>f>^,^.— This library 
contains about 10,O0U volumes, increasing at the rate of about 5(W 
volumes per annum. ■ . 

An excellent catalogue, prepared on. the same plan as that of the library 
.of Brovvn University, was printed iri 1844, containing 359 pages 8vo. 
A supplementary catalogue (in 32 pages 8vo.) was printed in 1847. 

The preface to the catalogue contains the following hisiorical sketch of 
the institute: 

^'Ttte Hartford Young Men's Institute owes its origin mainly to the 
■interest awakened' on the subject q^lyceums and associations for mutual 
iipprovement by the lectures and discussions before (he American Lyceum, 
at its annual meeting held at HartfoVd, May, 1838. The importance of 
ostablishihg an institution in which, all the young men of the city might 
associate for purposes of uioral and mental impti^vement, wa,s discussed 
among individuals, and notice for a public meeting at Union Hall, on 
Friday evening, May I9j 1838, was given in the newspapers of the city. 
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"A public meeting was accordingly he,l(l, of which the Hon . Thomas S. 
Williama was made chairman, and William James Hamersley secretary. 
On motion of Erastus Smith, and after remariis by Rev. T. H. Gal- 
laiidel, Gteneral Johnson, Rev. Mr. Sprague, and Erastus Smith, it was 
resolved, that tke ymmg mi-n of Hartford associate to^etherfor the pur- 
pose of mutual improvement. The fian of an association was then dis- 
cussed, and its further consideration postponed to an adjourned meeting 
to be held on Monday evening, June 4. On that evening the meeting 
was organized by appointing Henry Barnard, 2d, chairman, and Eras- 
tus Collins secretary. The articles of association, under the name of the 
* Hartford Yonng Men's Institute,' were then discussed and adopied." 

On the 5tti of June the association was organized by the appointment 
of officers, 

"The officers of the instiiute immediately issued a circular, [setUng 
forth the importance of such an institution, and appealing to the public 
for support,] and on the evening of the 4th of July the president dehvered 
a puWic address, setdng forth the claims of this and similar institutions 
upon the liberal support of the commanliy, and especially upon the young 
Djen. 

" These appeals were promptly responded to by a large accession of mem- 
bers, and liberal subscriptions in books and money, so as to enable the 
executive committee to put the main departments of the institute into 
successful operation. A reading-room was opened, a library of twenty- 
six hundred volumes was established, a course of iwenty lectures secured, 
two debating classes formed, and eighty-thiee life members and three 
hundred and forty four annual members subscribed to the constitution of 
the institute. ■ . u 

"Before the close of the first year an arrangement was effected with the 
share-holders of the Hartford Library Company, by which their valuable 
coiiecdon of books, amounting to about three thousand volumes, was 
transferred to the institute. 

"At the firit quarterly meeting of the institute, the executive committee 
were directed to take the necessary steps to procure an act of incorpora- 
tion. Application was accordingly made to the General Assembly, at its 
next session, in May, 1838, and a special act of incorporation was ob- 
tained under the name of the ' Hartford Young Men's Institute.' 

"At the first annual meeting of the institute this act of incorporation 
was aeeepted, and the former constitution, with some modification, adopt- 
ed as the by-laws"for its future government. During the year lS39-'40, 
the number of annual members was four hundred and. five. At the 
close of the year 1842, there were five hundred and forty members; of 
which number, seventy one were life-members, twenty-six were members 
in virtue of being share-holders in the Hartford Library Company, and 
twelve were members having the privilege of the library only. 

"During the year 1843-'44, the library was enriched by a larger 
and more valuable purchase of books than in any former year— eight 
hundred and eighty-two volumes having been purchased by the hbrary 
committee, besides one hundred and sixteen volumes which were pre- 
sented by friends of the institute. The interior of the rooms in Wads- 
worth- Atheneaim, appropriated . to the institute, have been fitted up undei 
the direction of the executive committee, mostly from subscriptions ob- 
tained for that purpose. 

aiw.— 5 
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"During the brief period of its exisienee, the success of the institute 
has move than realized the anticipations and promises of its earliest 
friends. More than one thousand young men, from every walk and em- 
ployment of life, have been enrolled among its members; and through 
them, more than two-thirds of all the families of the city have felt the in- 
fluence of the institution in some one or all of its departments of useful- 
ness. Two classes for debate have afforded opportunities for acquiring 
menial discipline, and the correct, ready, and elegant use of the English 
language, in discussions of questions of civil, social, and literary import- 
ance, at the weekly or monthly meetings which have been held during 
the whole time. The reading room, embracing the most valuable publi- 
cations in the periodical literature of this country and of England, has 
been visited at all hours during the day and evening, by members, and 
strangers introduced by them, who have had any leisure to spend in this 
form of relaxation and instruction. The library (which, within six 
months after the first meeting for organization, comprised over five thou- 
sand valuable works) has every year, since, received large accessions of 
whatever of gond, or great, or beautiful, the English or American mi»d 
has produced, till the range of selections embraces about nine thousand 
volumes. It has scattered the pleasures and advantages of knowledge 
broadly through society — more than one hundred thousand books having 
been drawn from its shelves. The lecture-room, for upwards of one 
hundred evenings in all, in the autumn and winter of each year, has 
attracted crowded audiences of the members and their friends, to listen 
to addresses by some of the most emment professional and hterary men 
of our land, who have thus brought philosophy, science, and literature 
from the office, the study, and ceils of scholars, to the workshop, the 
daily business, and the firesides of men And, in entering on the seventh 
year of its existence, the institute is in the permanent occupancy of one- 
third of Wadsworth Athenieum — a spacitus, safe and massive edifice; 
chaste, beautiful and attractive m its architecture; central in its location; 
affording ample accommodation i for the library and reading-room, the 
classes for debate and mutual mstructicn, the weekly meetings of the 
executive committee, and the regular quarterly and annual meetings 
of all the members, under the same roof with the other literary and 
scientific institutions of the city — a structure consecrated to the pursuits 
of literature, science, and the ail's a monument at once of the munifi- 
cence of the individual whose name it hears, and of the public-spirit of 
the citizens by whose liberality it was erected * 

"Every member of the institule who shall have paid all sums due 
from him to the institute, and made good all damage and loss which he 
may have occasioned, and any person by paying $S a year in advance 
to the librarian, shall be entitled to all the privileges of the library and 
reading room. 

"The library shall be open for the delivery and receipt of books 
every day (Sundays excepted) from ID a. m. until 9 p. m." 

In the eighth annual report, presented June (i, 184(5, we find the fol- 

•The Wadsworth Alhei.teum was ereMed for the joint accomintMlali^n of the Young Men's 
InBtitiUe antl the Cunneciicut HiBiorical Socittj. It hIeo coiuaii a a gallery of art. . Daniel 
WailBWorth gave ihe land, valued atSlS.OUO, and iheqjiiena lufccribed about (32,000 for the 
buildi[>g. 
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Jowing table, eshibiting the nnmhsr of volumes in the library at the 
close of each year; the number of volumes presented; the number of vol- 
umes purchased; and the amount of money annually expended upon 
this department: " , 





No. of vols. 


Don a lions. 


Purchaaes. 


Money expended. 




5,620 Vols. SOO Vols. 1,600 
6,335 " 159 " 597 
6,924 " 126 " 463 
7,453 " 175 " 478 
7,819 " 75 " 280 
8,701 " 116 " 882 
8,871' " 121 " 49 
8,989 " 21 " 97 

Whole amount of money expended 
Average amount per annum 


$1, 861 91 

831 80 
678 57 
443 39 


Second year 

Third year 

Fourtfi year 




1,078 80 
596 13 
46 21 

5, 330 24 
666 28 


Seventh year 

Eighth year 



Owing to the time and labor required in making the necessary esti- 
mates, few of the reports announce the number of volumes annually cir- 
Cul.aled by the institute. 

"" ■ ■ s that have b 



The following are the 
Circulation, first year - 
Circulation, fourth year 
Circulation, fifth year - 
Circulation, eighth year 



1 made; 
■ 2,000 volumes. 

- 25, 178 " 

- 23,250 " 

- 25, 115 " 



The Stale Library of Comiecticut, at Hartford.'—'Under the care of file 
Secretary of State are some 3,000 volumes of public documents and mis- 
cellaneous books, forming a nucleus for a State library. No distinct de- 
partment of the kind has as yet been organized. 

The Lihranj of the Historical Society of Connecticut — 7,000 vols, — 
This society was incorporated in 1825. Owing, however, to the removal 
of several of llie more prominent members from the State, its operations 
were suspended for several years. Its charter was revived in 1839. Soon 
after which time, chiefly through the intervention of Mr. Henry Barnard, 
(now the commissioner of schools in Rhode Island,) the present library 
was obtained. 

This remarkable collection was made by Rev, Thomas Robbins,,D. D;, 
a clergyman of Rochester, Massachusetts, formerly of Bast Windsor, 
Connecticut, one of the founders of the society. In early life he deter- 
mined to buy about $200 worth of books every year. This he continued 
ftearhfhalf a cent-ury, till he had accumulated about 5,000 volumes. It 

is a curious and valuable Collection. In the year it was transferred 

to the Historical Society, by an arrangement, which constitutes the vene- 
rable collector librarian for life, and gives the library to the society. 

Trinity Golk^e Libraries 9,000 vols. — Trinity Co liege, .formerly called 
Wishington College, was incorporated by act of the tegislature.in 1823. 
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"■niere are 3,000 volumes belonging to the college, arranged in ahoves, 
and occupying a room in Seabucy Hall,-in which are also the.poriraits of 
several oificera and benefactors of the coHege. Tbeve are also two iiftro- 
ries belonging to societies of under graduates, containing an aggregate of 
6,000 volumes." — [College Calendar.] 

MIDDLETOWN- 

Wesleyan University Li6raries~U ,123 vols.— The Wesleyan Univer- 
sity was incorporated in 1831 ; the library was commenced the same year. 
It contained August 1, 1848, 6,623 volumes, a few MSS., maps,, and 
coins. About 100 volumes are yearly added, and about $100 expended 
annually for the purchase of books. An income of about $225 per ati- 
nuni is derived from a tax upon the under graduates. A catalogue was 

Srintedin 1837, containing 50 pages 8vo. The library is opened every 
londay and Thursdayin term time, at 12 m., for half an hoar. The per- 
sons entitled to the use of the books are: the faculty, president, grafj- 
uates, and under- graduates. The last pay $2 per annum. Professor 
John W. Lindsay, librarian. 

Besides the college library, the Peitliologian and Philorhetorian Societies 
of students, connected with the university, possess 5,500 volumes. The 
following remarks, prefixed to the catalogue o( the cottege library, give 
some account of that publication and of the history of the colleclion: 

" 'IJbe following catalogue has been prepared for the convenience of 
ihelibrarian and sludents of the university. As the time which could 
be devoted to its preparation would not admit of a detailed account of 
the sul^ects, edition, and other particulars of each work, which are ne- 
cessary to a full and complete catalogue, nothing further has been at- 
tempted than an enumeration of the titles, briefly stated as might he, 
and alphabetically arranged, generally with reference to the subjeeis. 

"The library has been enriched by many valuable donations, only a few 
of which can be here noticed. The most valuable was made by Thomas 
Chapman, esq,, of Camden, New Jersey, and is called, as a token of re- 
spect to the donor, the Chapman Library of the Wesleyan University. 
This portion of the library, in number about 2,000 volumes, consists of 
all the books in cases D, E, and F, except such as are marked with a f. 
There are among them 177 folios and 121 quartos. Of these, 1,055 
volumes w^eie fixed at a low price: one half of the amount was presented 
by Mr. Chapman, and the other half paid by the trustees. The remainder 
of the 2,000 volumes was given with no reserve but the privilege of add- 
ing to the number. Among the latter is a splendid copy of the Antwerp 
Polyglot, in 8 folio volumes. That part of the catalogue distinguished 
by a §, numbering 375 volumes, was the library of the late John Sum- 
merfield, and presented to the university by his brother-in-law, James 
Blackstock, esq., of New York. Those distinguished hya *, are books 
presented by the British conference, valued at .^100. Other valuable 
presents have been made byauihors and other individuals, of which more 
specific notice cannot be taken in this place." 

The FiientUy Association of Upper Middletown—AZi vols. — The fol- 
lowing notice is from a historical sketch furnished by Mr. Horace G. Wil- 
liams. It would be difficult to point in this country to a better model for 
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a village literary society, or to one which has been for a longer tiftia 
uninterruptedly prosperous and useful, than the Friendly Association of 
Upper Middletqwfi: 

"A litile more than a year preceding the establishment of the Friendly 
Association in this village, several gendemea met together and forrned. 
a social club for mental ijnpropement, under the name of the ' Debating 
Society.' It appears to have commenced wiih a very respectable num- 
ber of members, and was conducted with considerable spirit for a time. 
The number of members became, after a while, greatly reduced; and it 
■was re-iolved by the few remaining to make some changes in its man- 
agement, preserving whatever of the constitution and by-laws was 
thought excellent. The new plan being favorably received by several 
individuals who were not connected with, the ' Debating Society,' its 
reorganization under a better system seemed to promise success. 

"On February 20, 1810, the first meeting was held, commencing with 
thirteen members; and, their object being the mutual improvement of 
each other, the name of the ' Friendly Association' was very approjiri- 
ately chosen. After the adoption of the constitution for the society, the 
, proceedings were regtilarl^ organized by the appointment of officers. 

"Of the early members who were particularly active in establishing and 
sustaining the associations, the names of Messrs. William O. Redfleld, 
Silas Sage, Joseph WilUams, and Martin Ranney, may be mentioned 
with some degree of pride; the former of whom has, by his contributions 
to iiatuTal science since his residence abroad, secured a very distinguished 
reputation throughout the world. Many valuable features in the man- 
agement of the society were suggested by him; he is still warmly at- 
tached to it, and has repeatedly manifested his interest in its prosperity. 
The foundation of a permanent library was a favorite measure with sev- 
eral of the original members of the association, and one of the iirst res- 
olutions adopted was to appoint a commiUee for soliciting aid from its 
friends in the village. As the result of this effort, the sum of $11 25 in 
cash and 5;^ books, chiefly on biography, travels, and religious subjects, 
were received, the most liberal donations being from individuals not con- 
nected with the society. About two years later, an additional fund was 
raised by subscription among the members, amounting to $33 25; all of 
which was invested in the purchase of books for the hbrary. 

"The expenses of the association have been managed with considerable 
economy, its principal resources being the fee of one dollar paid by each 
person upon signing the constitution. Whenever an applicant for admission 
is elected, he receives a suitable address trom the president, explaining his 
duties and privileges. As the society is always very cauuous respecting the 
character of such, it has in no instance been ir reed to expel a member 
for a breach of its regulations. Cluite a number of young ladies have 
joined the association, and the elfect of iheir frequent presence at the 
meetings has been to stimulate the zeal of the genllemen, and to render 
their performance more interesting. Neither sex is exempt from contnb 
uting a share of their time and labor for the mutual beneiit; but, if 
any are too diffident to exhibit their own productions or prefer to commu- 
nicate anonymously, a ' reader' is appointed for the purpose. The mis- 
cellaneous exercises usually embrace a variety of subjects; they consist 
principally, however, of original compositions, recitations of dialogues 
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and selected pieces, readiog of choice extracts, translations ffom the 
classics and modern languages, and reviews of literary publications. The 
meetings occasionally assume a conversational character: interesting an- 
ecdotes are related, natural curiosities and relics of ' old limes' are shown^ 
and chemical experiments are performed ; and the members are always 
free to aSk for information or to make critical remarks. 

"The practice of inviting strangers to deliver occasional addresses and 
lectures before the society origmated about twelve years since," and has 
been contiuued to the present time, with mai'ked benefit to the members. 

"The return of every anniversary of the association is always an event 
of some importance throughout our village, it being celebrated with a va- 
riety of performances appropriate to the time. Considerable preparation is 
made for these exhibitions, i^hicb usually include orations, essays, dia- 
logues, and dramas, mostly original, together with songs and glees, or 
instrumental music. Of late years a small fee has been charged for ad- 
mittance, and with the iunds thus realized additions are regularly made 
to the library. 

"Until 1834 the meetings of the association were held in an old school- 
house which afforded very inadequate accommoSlations, the library being 
crowded into the space of a few feet, called the * lobby,' in one corner 
of the room. By private subscription among the members, and a gener- 
ous arrangement with the proprietors of the 'academy' buiidiog, the 
free use of a spacious and convenient hall was secured so long as the 
society might choose to occupy it. The room is neatly furnished, and, 
as the library can now he displayed to. advantage, it presents qnite an 
imposing appearance. The number of books has increased to 434, ex- 
ckisive of several printed essays and documents; atid of these about 75 
volumes have been received from different members within a few years 
past. For a short time a regulation was in force allowing a person to 
join the society for one year on payment of fifty cents, but it has since 
been repealed. The actual number of life members is now 270. Since its 
organization 802 weekly and monthly meetings have been held, their in- 
terest being very uniformly sustained,' and only twice have -they been 
suspended for a longer period than usual. The young men of the vil- 
lage, either clerks, apprentices, students, or teachers, are generally its ac- 
tive members, the oldest and most capable of them being intrusted with 
the management of its affairs. Possessing a respectable library and a 
surplus in the treasury, the future success of the association alone de- 
pends upon the persevering efforts of Its friends. 

" HORACE G. WILUAiMS. 

"Upper Miduletown, Conn., July 11, 1850." 

■NEW HAVEN. 

Yale College lAhraries — 50,481 vols. — In the year 1700, ten of the 
principal rainisfere met at New Haven and formed themselves into a 
society, and agreed to form a college in the colony. At their next meet- 
ing, which was at Branford, the same year, each of them bwught a 
number of books, and, presenting them to the society, said: "I give ihese 
hooks for the founding of a college in this colony." 

Bishop Berkeley, about 1733, sent to the library from Europe "the 
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finest collection of books that ever came together at one time into 
America." Sir Isaac. Newto», Sir Richard Steele, Drs. Burnet, Wood- 
ward, Halley, Bently, Kennet, CfJamy, Edwards, the Reverend Mr- 
Henry, and Mr. Wliis'on, presented their own works to ihe library. 

The growth of the library till 1845 was very gradual. In that year a 
vt-ry largeand valuable accession, selected and purchased in Europe by 
Professor Kingsley, gave to the library a new and vigorous impulse, and 
placed it among the best collections of books in this country. 

It contained January 1, 1849, 20,515 volumes, including duplicates, 
of which (here may be 20U to 300 volumes. 'I'he number of pamphlets 
is probaWy 3,000. The library coniaiiis also a few MSS., charts and 
engravings^not easy to specify in numbers. The MSS, bequeathed by 
President Stiles are in about 40 volumes. For the last ten years about 
900 to 1.000 vohimes have been added annually. During the same 
period the average annuat'expenditure for the purchase of books has been 
$1,620. There is a permanent fund of $27,000 for the increase of the 
libr;.ry, yielding annually $1 ,620. In 1845-'6 a building was erected for 
the use of the College Library and the three society libraries. The mate- 
rial is red sandstone fro^ Portland, Uonneetieut. The total cost, when 
stone steps and pinnacles are added, will be near $40,000. The books 
are airanged on the shelves according to subjects, as far as may be con- 
veniendy practicable. The books are not numbered. Catalogues were 
primed in 1743, 1755, 1791, 1808; the last (103 pp. 8vo.) in 1823. The 
library is opened every day ia the year (except Sundays and three or four 
public days) in term time from 10 a. nit. to I p. m., and from 3 to 5 p. m., 
and in summer commonly an hour or two more: in vacation, every day 
from 3 to 5 hours. The persons entitled to the use of the books are, the 
professors, members of the professional schools of the college, and mem- 
bers of the senior and junior classes. . Seniors and juniors pay a small 
charge— others pay nothing. The privileges of the library are granted to 
many literary and scientific persons in town. Books are lent out, but 
consultation in the library is encouraged in preference. The number 
drawn out yearly, not known. The immber actually out on one day when 
an examination was made, April 2, 1 849, was 541 . The term of loan is 
one month, except to the officers' of the college, who frequently retain 
books until the general return in August. The number of visitors from 
curiosity and study is, in fair weather, large. The number of consulters 
may vary from five to fifteen daily. In answer to the question, Have the 
books been injured at any time by insects? Mr. Herrick remaiks: "The 
Lepis^ma saecharina is common; brought in, probably, by old books. I 
cannot discover that it eats much. In my own library, at home, two 
books have been injured by some boring beetle or its larva, (probably a 
species of anobium,) so that I cannot doubt that books in our public 
libraries need examination once a year, at least, with reference to tiiis 
matter." Books are leht to persons at a 'distance on application to the 
library committee, and without charge. For two or three years past 
books have been constantly out of town under this regulation. I^dward 
C. Herrick, librarian. 

See also American Quarterly Register, vol. 8, p. 14: Boston, 1836: 8vo. 

Medical Library — 900 vols. 

Law Library— 1,900 vols. 
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In the same building with tht' CollBge Library, but in s , 
ments, arc the libraries of the three literary societies of the college, 
the Linonian, Brothers in Unity, and Calliopean. 

Statistics Jaiinary 1, 1849; 

No. of Villa. Ly Average No. of voh. No, of volun 
aolual rxiiint- added per fear for drawn out | 

Linnniaii Snciely 
Brothers in Unity Society 
Calliopean Society 

The society libraries are opened statedly every day (or nearly) in term 
time for about 35 minutes, ending at 2 p. in. Kach society Hbrarian has 
usually three or four assistants. The librarian is selected from the senior 
class; the assistants are from the lower classes. 

The last catalogue of the library of the Linonian Society, printed No- 
vember, 1846, contains 274 pages 8\;o. It has the following prefice: 

<'The Linonian Society was foun3ed in September, A, D. 1753. To 
the members of the society of the class of 1709^ and of the classes im- 
mediately following, we are indebted for the foundation of the library. 
In the records of the society at that time is found a vole of thanks to 
Timothy Dwight, Nathan Hale, and James Hillhouse, for the first con- 
tribution of books. 

" From the records and catalogues we are enabled to show the number 
of volumes at different periods. In 1770 there are stated to be nearly IHO 
vols.; 1780, 152 vols.; 1790, 330 vols.; 1800, 475 vols.; 1811, 724 vols.; 
1822,1,187 voIs.;1831, 3,505 vols.; 1837, 5,581 vols.; ISil, 7,500 vols. 
The present catalogue numbers 10,103 volumes. 

"It has been attempted to adapt the present catalogue to general con- 
ce. To this end it has been, made as accurate and systematic as 
,e; each book is inserted under the name of the author, as far as 
conia be ascertained, and again under the most prominent word of the 
title. The classified index will afford a view of the resources of the li- 
brary in the respectivedepartments therein designated." 

The last catalogue of the library of the Brothers in Unity, containing 
234 pages 8vo., was published in April, 1846. The following is the 
preface: 

"The library of the society of Brothers in Unity is located in the north 
wing of the new College Library-building, and numbers at the present 
time 9,140 volumes. 

" The oldest catalogue which we have seen, (probably the oldest in 
existence,) is a manuscript originally prepared by .Tudge Baldwin of this 
city, and by him lately presented to the library. Judge Baldwin was li- 
brarian of the class of 17S1, thirteen years subsequent to the formation of 
theaociety. This valuable relic contains a list of only 163 volumes — but 
those carefully selected standard works. The library was at that time 
kept in a private room, and jealously closed against all except in'mhers. 
A collection of the printed catalogues, nearly if not qnite complete, is to 
be found in the library of the college. It appears from these, that from 
1808 to 1825 the various societies issued joint catalogues. The num- 
berof volumes in the Brothers library, at various periods since lS08,is as 
follows: 18n8, 723 vols.; 1811, 756 vols.; 1814, 860 vols.; .Tannary, 1818, 
937 vols,; September, 1S22, 1,187 vols.; November, 1825, 1,730 vols.; 
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April, 1829, 3,550 vols.; September, 18:J3, 3,562 vols.; January, 1835, 
4,565 vols.; June, 1838, 6,078 vols. It will be seen from this table that 
it has increased with much greater rapidity within the last few years than 
at any former period. 

" The present catalogue differs in several respecls from those whicH 
have preceded it. The list of authors has been very much mcreased— 
completed, so lar as time would allow— and inserted in the body of the 
work. The whole has been rewritten, and in very many cases the titles of 
books given with greater distinctness. The index has also been render- 
ed more perfect by the addition of three or ' four new divisions Books 
can, therefore, be found almost invariably under the name of the author, 
usually also under the niost prominent word ai their own tide, and finally 
under their appropriate subject in the index." 

The Calliopean Society published a catalogue (94 pages 8vo.) on the 
siimo general plan as the others in February, 1846. 

All these catalogues are weU prepared, and elegantly pnnted. The li- 
braries themselves areof great value. The societies are conducted with 
remarkable spirit. To the Brothers Sncietv we are indebted for the pub- 
lication of ave!yuseful-v\Vk, prepared bv William Frederick Poole, enti- 
tled "An Alphabeticid Index to subjects treated in the Reviews, and other 
Periodicals, to -which no indices have been published; prepared for the 
libi-ary of the Brothers in Unity, Yale College. New York, Putnam, 
18-38; 154 pages 8vo." 

Librai-y of the Young Men's lnstitule—3,8w vols. 

NEW YORK. 

ALBANY. 

Slale Libmnj— 23,27 i wfe.— Founded in 1818 It is in two depart- 
ments, the Law [Ab'ary and the Miscellaneous Library, containing— 

Law Library-Law.. . .,. 5. 835 vols. 

Statute law \,i56 

State papers 2, 792 

* 9,870 vols. 

Miscellaneous library 13, 353 vols. 

Maps, atlases, &c., bound in volumes, 51 

Maps.. ^J 

Engravings ■^^^ 

Painting and busts ^ 

Medals ^ 

Total 2|2 

There is also a large collection of manuscripts connected with (be his- 
tory of the State, most of which have lately been received from the office 
of the Secretary of State, from which they were transferred to the btate 
Library in pursuance of a joint resolution of the senate and assernbly. 
A separate catalogue of these, forming 55 pp. Svo., was printed in Ihiy, 
beine No 148 of the Assembly documenis. Some of these manu--cripis 
are of great interest and value. Among them are the original charter, or 
■ grant, of Charles II to his brother, the Duke of York, of this fatate. 
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amongst others, in 1664; several royal commissions, of wliich the oldest 
IS thai of WiUiam and Mary, in 1689, constituting Henry Sloufhtel cap; 
tarn general of the ptoyince of New York; oaths of alleaiance aitd office, 
extending from 1698 to 1811); certificates of entry for land and land patents- 
rolls of laws passed by tho legislature of the province, &,c. 

The following appropriations have been made jbr the Slate Library 
snice Its foundation, in 1818, for the purchase of books, maps, charts, &c. : 

1818 (!|3,0II0 for books and fitting up rooms, »kc.) ffil 500 00 

1819 (annual appropriation) 500 00 

1820 (annual appropriation) ] _\ 500 00 

1 821 500 00 

}SS soooo 

!S 1,500 00 

lo2b 1, 300 00 

1827 1,000 00 

JSS ■ 1,00000 

;g^ 1,300 00 

!~0 801 44 

'." 1 562 78 

JSS 1,399 51 

' '''AiV l.i^^'i 'is 

" Globes 60 (jq 

" 1st vol. Audubon 220 00 

1835 1 , 210 93 

" 2d vol, Audubon 220 00 

1836 '' 1,972 25 

1837 1,219 39 

" 3u vol Audubon 200 00 

1838 ::::; su 51 

1830 1 , 309 32 

18'I0 1,006 43 

" ■;■■•■:■■. 163 49 

" 4th vol, Audubon 200 00 

1 811 3, 1 48 60 

" • 680 13 

'' 13 00 

1842 2, 660 91 

" 155 83 

1843 1 , 509 00 

1844 3, 972 53 



1845.. 



3,560 37 



1846 
1847. 
1848. 
1849. 



Warden library 4' qoq dp 



3, 328 64 
3, 584 91 
4, .347 18 
4, 800 00 



62,995 97 
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The value of the dotiatinijs to the Hbrary has been estimated by Dr. T. 
Romeyn Beck, secretary of the trustees, as follows : 

Previous to 1844 -Sl,Ono 

During 1S44. 253 

lfe45 1.315 

1846 1,915 

1847 2,llGS 

1848 800 

1849 a,s5a 

9,501 

" If to these we add the hundreds of volumes of laws, journals, docu- 
ments, and law reportsjthe copies of the Natural History of New York, of 
tiie Journals of the Prosincial Oongress, &c., &.C., presented by the State 
itself to the Ubraiy, the total amount will considerably exceed ten thousand 
dollars." 

Respecting the general character of the collection the select committee 
of the assembly on the library say, in their report dated February 3, 1849: 
« ^e feel constrained to say (hat we have been surprised and gratified to 
find such completeness in some of the departments, and the whole to be of 
such great value. An examination wili convince all that it has become a 
worthy object of State pride. , Already the law department is considered 
the most perfect of any similar collection in the States. It is believed, 
also, that nowhere can be found so many useful works on America and 
American affairs. The most unwearied pains have been taken; Europe 
and this country have been ransacked to procure everything valuable in 
lliis department. The value of these books cannot be estimated in money, 
for money could not replace very many of them. There are, also, valua- 
ble scientific, statistical, documentary, and miscellaneous works, other- 
wise inaccessible to Americans generally." 

This library has, at different times, received large and valtiable acces- 
sions through the agency of M. Vattemate. Nearly one thousand vol; 
iimea, mostly in folio and quarto, besides maps, charts, tfcc, have been 
thus added to the library. 

It is required by law that a catalogue of the State Library be published 
every five years. The trustees present an annual report to the legislature 
containing the lists of books added to the library since the previous report. 
The catalogue published January, 1844, contains two hundred and forty- 
five pages 8vo. The regents of the university, having been constituted 
trustees of the State Library by act of the legislature, (passed 4ih May, 
1844,) requested, in iheir report, (January 10, 1846,) permission to pre- 
pare and print, immediately, a new and improved catalogue. The legis- 
lature acceded to their wishes, suspending the enactment requiring quin- 
quennial catalogues. 

The catalogue published in 1846 is in two parts, paged separately. Part 
1, is the catalogue of the law library, (253 pages 8vo.,) prepared by John 
L. TUlinghast; Part 2, catalogue of the miscellaneous library, (294 pages 
8vo.,) prepared by George Wood. Pages 214-252 contain aminvUe and 
carefully piepared descriptive catalogue of the publications of the Record 
Commission of Great Britain. A new edition, dated January 1, 1 850, has 
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been printed. It contains 1,058 pages large Svo , in parts. The first part, 
(245 pages) is an alphabetical catalogue of the law books, registered with 
the necessary fulness, under the names of the authors. ' The second part, 
in 35 pages, donble columns, is a catalogue or index of the same books, 
arranged according to subjects. Tlie titles of subjects are arranged alpha- 
betically. The third part (pages 283-365) contains statute laws and 
State papers. This includes a list of Congress] 



3 papers. This includes a list of Congressional documents since the 
formation of the government, in a tabular form, exhibiting the nuraher 
and titles of the volumes published at each session of Congress, with the 
time of the commencement and termination of each session. The fourth 
part (pages 367-37(1) is a classification of statute laws and State papers, 
under nineteen heads, as commerce and navigation, debates, digests, di- 
plomatic correspondence, &c. The fifth and largest part is a catalogue of 
the miscellaneous works, (pages 377-8] 6 ) Part sixth is a classification of 
the miscellaneous works into five leading classes, namely : f 1) theology, (2) 
government and political economy, (3) sciences and the arts, (4) history, 
(5) beiles-letires, with several subdivisions under each class. Part seventh 
contains a catalogue of works of art, globes, atlases, maps, plans, paint- 
ing, engravings, busts, and medals, (pages 909-950,) Appended to these 
are lists of books received while the catalogue was in press, a list of do- 
nations to the State Library from its foundation to January,1850,andade- 
scriptive list of manuscripts received from the Secretary of Stale . 

"The works in the miscellaneous department of the library, when not 
anonymous, are lettered with the author's name, and a brief title of the 
work. Each work is arranged on the shelves alphabetically, under the 
initialletter of the surname of its author. Anonymous works me lettered 
agreeably to their subjects, and placed m like manner under their initial 
letters. The octavos and smaller sized volumes ai-e disposed on one set 
of shelves — the quartos and folios separately, on otlier sets of shelves. 
There are, however, some few exceptions to this order. Periodical works, 
such as magazines, registers, and reviews, scientific journals and publi- 
cations oflearned societies, together with the dictionaries, encyclopaedias, 
and gazetteers, and other similar works of repeated reference, are with- 
drawn from the general arrangement and placed by themselves ior more 
convenient consultation. The Warden collection it was thought advi.-a- 
hle to keep, likewise, by itself. The works of this collection had been 
numbered by Mr. Warden, in his published catalogue, as they followed 
in his classification. These numbers have been cancelled, the works 
new numbered in their order in this catalogue, and indicated by the cap 
ital letters W. C, with the number. The maps, charts, and atlases have 
been treated in a somewhat similar manner, and arranged in the cata- 
logue aoKing the other maps and charts. The words vide and see are 
used in the catalogue for twodtsdnct purposes: vide, when the reference 
is from one part of the catalogue to another; see, when the reference is 
to the book itself, on the shelves." 

Thelibrary is open, during the session of the legislature and the courts, 
fi-om 9 a. ra. to 4 p. m , Sundays excepted. On Christmas, New- Years, 
and other holidays, it is open one hour, from 9 to 10 a. m. 

It is accessible for reading and consultation to every citizen. The fol- 
lowing statutes and regulations of the trustees relate to the use of the 
library ; 
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Revised Statvies, volume 1, prrrt J, chapter IX, tUle 8, section 6. — "It 
shall be the duty of the trustees to provide, in their regulations, that any 
member of the senate or assembly, during the session of the legislature, 
or during the sitting of the coiirj; for the correction of errors, or of the 
senate only, shall be permitted, under proper reslrictions, forfeitures and 
penalties, to take to his boarding honse, or private room, any book be- 
longing to the library, except such books as the trustees shall determine 
are necessary always to be kept in the library as books of reference; but 
no member of the legislature shall be permitted to take or detain from the 
library more than two volumes at any one time. 

Ibid., sec. 7.— "Before the president of the senate, or the speaker of the 
assembly, shall grant to any member a certificate of the time of his at- 
tendance, he shall be satisfied that such member has returned all books 
taken out of the library by him, and has setUed all accounts for iines for 
injuring such books, or otherwise. 

"The trustees hereby declare, agreeably to the provisions of the revised 
statutes, that the law library, in its most extensive sense, comprehends 
such books of reference as should always be kept in it; but during the 
session of the legislature, of the senate, of the court for the correction of 
errors, and of any court held in the capitol, law books may be taken from 
the libraiy to any room in the capito!, to be returned on the same day. 
The librarian shall previously charge each person so taking with the book 
or books, and a fine of fifiy cents shall be imposeil for each day's deten- 
tion beyond the above time. The regulations above ordained, as to loss, 
injury, or damage of books, shall apply in the present case. 

"No books belonging to the law library are to be taken to the miscella- 
neous library to be read; nor are books, maps, charts, or prints, be 
longing to ihe miscellaneons hbrary, to be taken to the law library to be 
read or examined." 

The number of persons consulting the library is said to be very large, 
but it cannot be accurately stated. 

The library is at present in the capitol. It is very inconveniently 
lodged. The rooms, too, are completely filled. The trustees and the gover- 
nor of the State recommenff the erection of a new building. From the 
spirit, good judgment and taste manifested in the general arrangements of 
the trustees, we are led lo hope that they will not add yet another to the 
long and melnnchoiy hst of opportuniiies neglected forgiving to the world 
the plan of a building suitable for a public library. The present librarian 
is Alfred B. Street. 

The Assembly Library contains 6,000 to 8,000 volumes. " It is im- 
possible for the hbrariau, or any one else, to tell the exact number, so 
long as they are kept in the present manner. All that can be crowded, 
two rows deep, uijon the shelves in the clerk's room, are there. The rest 
are in the garret of the capital. This library is increasing very rapidly." 
The select committee of the assembly on the library (from whose report 
the above extract is taken) recommend the providing of better accommo- 
dations for this collection. It should be remarked that this collection con- 
tains several copies of most of the public documents of the State. The 
number of different works is consequently much smaller than the aggre- 
gate number of volumes would seem to indicate. 

The Library of the Young Men's Association~4,,5(}0 vols.—The Young 
Men's Association for Mutual Improvement, in the city of Albany, was 
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founded on the 13th of December, A. D. 1833. "The plan originally 
contemplated, and whiuh has been hitherto carried into successful opera- 
tion, was to furnish, at the cheap rate of two dollars per annum, admission 
to a news and periodical room, in whicl^ all the leading journals and pe- 
riodicals of the State and nation, and such foreign ones as were deemed 
proper, should be taken; the privilege of taking books from a library, to 
which additions are constantly being made of new and valuable publica- 
tions; attendance upon popular lectures on literary and scientific subjects 
at least once a week during the winter months, and opportunities for de- 
bate during the same period. Such extended means of information, of so 
varied and practical a character, it is confidently asserted, were never be- 
fore offered at soclieap a rate." [See introduclory remarks to a pamphlet 
containing the charter, with the mles, &c., of the Young Men's Associ- 
ation in Albany, 1847.] 

The association was incorporated by act of lesislatiire, passed March 
12, 1835. 

The library contained (January, 1848) 4,015 volumes, valued at 
$3,726 26. There were added during the previous year, by purchase 
370 volumes, by donation 24 volumes. 

The following summary statement of the affairs of the association, 
taken from the annual reports of its presidents, from the time of its organ- 
ization to 1847, is annexed to the pamphlet, before mentioned, contain- 
ing the charter, &c. : 



Year. 


"""xr 


Oilier perlodi 


ihe HIjtBty. 


Annual i,,-- 


N.imber ol 


FtbniBry, 1631 


92 
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811 


811 


614 
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yoo 


608 
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343 
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Do 1839 
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494 


901 


Do 1840 


85 


30 


S,a44 


39 
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Do 1841 


81 


95 


2.618 


374 


1.(153 
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88 


31 


3,067 


449 


1,0b4 
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3, aos 
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906 
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68 


18 


3,333 




844 


Do 1346 


7(i 


19 


3,610 


'a93 


933 


Do 1847 


76 


20 


4,015 


399 


J,aU4 



A catalogue of the library, classified with an alphabetical index, was 
published in January, 1848. it contains 103 pages 8to. An earlier cat- 
alogue was printed in 1«43 The librarian is A. F. Lansing. 

Librea-y of the State Noimal School— (i,858 vols. — In the report for 
1846 of the executive committee of the State Normal School of New 
York, established at Albany in 1844, it is stated that "a donation for an 
educational library lias' been made to the Normal School, by the execn- 
<tors of the Hon. James Wadsworth, ont of certain funds left by that dis- 
tinguished friend of education, to be disbursed in such manner as would 
best promote, the interests of the schools of the people." This valuable 
donation has been received, and composes the principal part of the "Mis- 
cellaneous Library." 
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''There are at present 745 volumes in the Miscelianeous Library, The 
Text Book Library nu[iibers6,113voliimes." — [Report January 12, 1849.] 
With reference to the general character of the books, in the "First 
Quinquennial Register and Circular of the State Normal School, Septem- 
ber, 1849," it is slated: "Besides an abundant supply of text books upon 
all the branches of the course of study, a well selected miscellaneous 
library has been procured, to which all the pupils may have access free of 
charge. ■ In the selection of this library particular care has been exercised 
to procure most of the recent works upon education, as well as several 
valuable standard works upon the natural sciences, history, mathematics, 
&c. The State Library is also freely accessible to all. The library is 
under the charge of Mr. Webb, one of the teachers of the school, who 
■deserves especial commendation for the care taken by him, in arranging 
and preserving the booke. The Miscellaneous Library now numbers 783 
volumes, showing an increase of 38 volumes since the last report. In the 
Text Book Library there are 4,338 volumes fit ibruse." — [Annual report 
for 185U.J 

Library of the New, York State Agricultural Society — 6flOjio'a. — This 
society was organized in. February, 1838, a,nd was incorporated the same 
year. It has gradually been collecting a library, composed mostly of agri- 
cultural works, pamphlets and periodicals During the last year{l848) 
about 100 volumes were added by purchase, and upwards of 1(X) by dona- 
lion. The library is now much used, and the Executive Committee, in 
Iheir report for 1S48, urge that it should be so increased as to contain all 
the valuable works on agriculture, horticulture, (fcc, pubUshed in this and 
other countries, both for ihe benefit of the officers of the society, who are 
frequently called upon for information, and for the farmer and others in- 
terested in agricidtiire. 

Library of the Albany Medical College — 2,312 mis. — The books are 
most of "them new and in good preservation. Their value is estimated at 
$5,900.— [Regents' report, 1850.] 

library tij the Albany Institute — 3.323 vols. — The Albany Institute 
was -established in 1828. In 1832, the library consisted of 1,592 volumes, 
, and the museum of 10,444 specimens in natural history. The library ai 
present (1849) contains 3,323 volumes. 



Theological Seminary Library — GfiOO vols. — This seminary was found- 
ed by the Presbyterians, and commenced operations in I82L 



, T/ie Library of tke United States Naval Lyceum — 2,971 vols. — The 
lyeeam was founded in lb33, and possesses a library of 2,971 volumes, 
4T8 maps and charts, 531 coins, 49 medals, and 75 engravings. It is 
open daily from 8 o'clock a. m. to 3 p. m. Members of the lyeeum may 
take books out of the Ubrary'. Few, however, are taken out. The officers 
of the station resort to the library for reading. The library is at present 
under the charge of Dr. Thomas L. Smith, surgeon of the United States 
navy. 

City Li/jrary~3fiOO ro.'s.— Founded and incorporated in 1839. The 
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boolis (^00) of the Haiiiilton Assneiafioii have lalely been purchased. 
The whole now occupy a part of the Free Library room^of the Brooklyn 
Institute, but are not merged in the library of tlie institute. It is hoped 
that t'le City Library will be the nucleus of a large and valuable collection. 
Aright in the library costs '$25; anntial assessment, $3. Persons not 
owning " rights " may enjoy the privileges of the library on paying $5 pet 
annum. An alphabetical catalogue (80 pp. Svo,)'was pnbhshed in 1841. 
The act of incorporation and by-laws are prefixed lo the catalogtje. The 
library is under the care of the institute, and no separate iihranan is em- 
ployed. 

Youths' Free Library of the Brooklyn Institute— 3,028 vob.—The in- 
stitute was founded August, 1823; chartered September, 1834^ by the 
name of the Apprentices' Library Association of Brooklyn; charter renewed 
April 13, 1843, and name changed to the Brooklyn Institute. The Free 
Library daies from 1828. The present rate of increase is from 200 lo 500 
volumes a year. The expenditure for books varies from $50 to $250 a year. 
Many books are annually worn out by constant use. There is at present 
no permanent fund for the increase of the library. A part of the rent of 
the institute rooms is devoted to that purpose. The sum of |5,00(J is 
about to be invested as a permanent fund ior the library. A building of 
granite and brick was erected for a lycenm, at an expense of $30,000. It 
was sold under mortgage, bought by an individual, and presented to the 
trustees expressly for a library. It is eighty feet long, fifty feet wide, and 
three stories high. Four catalogues have been printed since 1829; the 
last in 1849 (114 pp. 12mo.) The library is open three times a week, for 
three hours each time, for faking out books, and every evening for con- 
BtUtation. About 30,000 books are taken out each year. The librarians 
are volunteers, and frequently change. 

"Minors of twelve years of age and upwards may have free access to the 
Youtha' Free Library, Brooklyn Institute, subject to the following rules 
and regulations, viz: 

1. "A guarantee will be required for the safe return of all books loaned. 

2. "Each reader will be required to purchase a catalogue, at twenty-five 
cents. The numbers of the books wanted must be legibly marked on the 
card sHppliedfor that purpose previous to coming to the library. 

3. "Books may be returned every week, or kept out two weeks; if kept 
longer, they must be renewed, or the reader will be fined as follows: each 
quarto volume 18^ cents, octavo volume 6 cents, duodecimo volume 3 
cents per week. 

4. "Books lost, defaced, or injured in any way, by being torn, soiled, 
written in, or leaves turned down, such damage to be paid for by the 
readeras the librarian may deem proper. If a volume of a set be lost or 
injtired, the whole set to be paid for, 

5. "No conversation allowed among the readers in the room during the 
time of giving out books, and all disorderly conduct in or near the library 
will forteit them the use of the books, and also the admission to the lec- 
tures. Readers are required to leave the room as soon as they have 
received their books. 

6. "Books marifed with an asterisk (**) shall not be taken from the li- 
braiy except by special permission. 

7. "No reader can receive a book from the library until he shall have 
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paid all fines, and made good all damages he may have occasioned, and 
no book belonging to llie library can be lent by the reader to anv person 
out of the dwelling of the reader. 

S, "The library will be open for girls every Thursday from 3 to 4 o 'clock 
p. m; for boys every Monday and Saturday evenings— from May to 
JVovamber,from 7 to 9 o'clock; November to May, frOm 6 to 8 o'clock. 

9. "Members of the institute may have the use of the library, subject to 
the above regulations." ^ 



Library of the Young' Men's Association —6,500 wo&.— This societv 
^IL'"°7P°''''^*'** ^^ '""'^^' 1*^^- ^^ has (January, 1849) a lilirary of 
tt,5W roiumes, which is well selected and arranged, and contains many 
rare and valuable works. The collection in English and American his- 
tory and literature is veryfull and valuable. Many of the editions are 
rare and costly. The library is increasing rapidly—say 400 volumes per 
antium.. It IS open daily from 8 a. m. to 9 p. m. There is a separate 
reading-room for newspapers and periodicals. Most of the leading reviews 
of the day are subscribed for. A lot of ground has been purchased in 
the city for the purpose of ereciing thereon a suitable building for its pur- 
poses, and the executive committee are now engaged in raising the means 
S'l^^V ^*™^' ^^^ estimated cost of the lot and building being about 
^14,'ut 0. , 

y-tZof ■""'V'jf'""^^'''"'"^^ '^'■^^™ '''■'^™ 'he library during the past year 
(1M8) IS 14,200; being an increase of 3,600 volumes over the precedini? 
year. Of the volumes ihus read, 38 per cent, were works of fiction- 36 
percent, history, biography, travels, &c.; 17 per cent, standard literature: 
and 9 per cent, science. ' 

The numberof volumes drawn in each year since the foundation of the 
association is as follows: 1S3«, 5,500; 1837, 7,500: 1838,6,300: 1839, 
6,600; 1840, 6,400; 1841, 10,400; 1842, 11,100; 1843, 9,000- 1844 
8,000; 1845, 8,200; 1846, 9,250; 1847, 10,600; and in 1848, u',20(}, as 
before stated. ' 

In 1847 a handsome and convenient catalogue was printed, containing 
Ub pages 8vo., in two parts. ('Part one comprises a complete descriptive 
catalogue of all books m the library at this date, (except novels and works 
in foreign languages,) with the namesof the authors arrangedalphabetical- 
ly, the arrangement including the first and second letter of each name. All 
works published anpnymously will be found under the head of 'anony- 
mous. Part two is a catalogue of the^titles of the works comprised in part 
one, classifled according to subjects, and arranged alphabetically. Ap- 
pended to ihe catalogue is a list of all works in the library pitbUshed in 
foreign languages." 

Of the last mentioned class there ai'e but few books, and those mostly 
medical works in Latin. ■ 



s the library, the associationpossesses a cabinet of natural his- 
tory, containing about 250 mioeralogical and geological specimens, a cala- 
logue of which is appended to the ihirteenth annual report (1849.) The 
association also prsvides an annual course of lociures, free to members- 
others are charged 12^ cents each lecture. The annual reports are gen- 
erally printed. The librarian is Phlneas Sargent. 
Mis.— 6 
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JV» MeiUd Deparlmmt of lie UnimrdI) „f Bufo,!o possesses a Kbraty 
ofSl" Tolumes, the estimalea value of wMch is »800.-[Regenls report, 
1850.] 

CLINTON. 

r/omillon amg. Z,i»r<»-«-10,300 »&.-The Colics^. m,,™y «s 
founded with the college, ill 1812, .nd contains about 3,ol» vols. Tho 
a™ annual ejpendiraro for books the last tet. years has not exceeded 
S There is no^rmaoent fund, except au income of «5I> attached to 
fire department of cirssic.l literature. The library room IS about 75 feet 
bv l»ST„ he same building t.ith the chapel. A catalogue WM pub- 
vCa .o„n ifter the colle-e was organized, but it is now out of punt. 
ThelibZ i." on' We-dnesday and Satuniay of each weolt, between 
the boms of 12rnd 1 o'clock. All persons connected with the collcge- 
IrasfMS oiKcers, and studenls-are allowed the use of the books gratu- 

'Thrc„trs"„cie5&S™34, has a library of 3.400 vols. The 
triennlaUMalogue, printed at Ulica in 1847, 6.5 pages 8vo., contains names 
SmeStas cltal'o^ie of the library and of the cabinet. The eabm.t 
conTains about 4,301) specimens, including minerals, shel s, plants, birds, 
S obi cts curiosit/i 'l"" ^^ '"" and beautifal Chinese blrfs were 
Sected for the purpoU, and presented by ''".•.'''■/»/'''i'o»/^„^"-The 

The Phojnix Society, formed , has a library ot d,4IJU vols, ine 

trirnial cSog™,pub ished in November, 1847, 61 -pages 8vo contains 
Se names oTmlmber., catalogue of books, and of articles ,n the cabinet. 

EAST HAMPTON. 

Libran Co».<»»-563 w&.-This library was founded by Dr. Lywian 
Be7ch^ialh"yeai 1803, and ha, been a useful institution. It increases 
Sowly torn the proceeds of assessments. Sylvanus Jones, lib.ari.n. 

FLUSHING. 

SI. Paul's allege LiSrary.— 2,800 vols. 

FORDHAM. 

SI John's amse Ubrarf, and 8l. Joseph's Semimry Mrorj/-9,5(» 
„r-These two libraries (founded in 1810,) though distinct, are under 
Se same management. St. John's College Library contains 6,600 vols., 
St Josmh 's Seminary Library 4,000. The latter possesses an illuminated 
niamiSt of the bible, probably of the fourteenth century i lie first four 
M^es mSng About'4,000 ToWs of the St. John's College Library 

transfero?theJibraryof«.othe, institution^ This hbrary occpies Wo 
rooms-one drcular,<18 filet in diameter,) the °*%°"»"?'i?''y !," S' 
ibe toeks are arranged aeootding to sub ects. St. Joseph's Library occn- 
rtes a ^SmW^y 30 feet. It contains only works in divinity and kindred 
Ences The Ltalogue is well kept in a folio manuscript, but has not 
be?n primed. The libraries are opened daily from mormng «11 mgh . 
TheStyaad students are allowed the use of the books gratuitously; 
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Ijoots arejeiit to olliers on application, when, lliotii is prospect of their si'e 
return. Rev. I. Legouais, librarian. 



Gemm C»;*^, i,s™.„_6,439 ■»&._The library commenced with 
the colleje, in 1885, and contains about 2,001) vols, and 1,600 naiimhlets- 
and increases at tile rate of TO or SO vols, yearly, most of which are aifts 
A very imperfect catalogue, now out of print, was published some fears 
ago. ITiere is no regular time of opening the library. There is also a 
library, founded m 1835, connected with the medical department; it con- 

SThe t'jr' <»" "J;""'"' '■'="•'' °' f''™"- * ""«'"«!' W under g;aduatM 
of the college (the Hermaian Society) possesses a library of 3,669 volumes 
to which additions are annually made from the proceeds of a tax upon 
lie nienibets. From this library the students are mostly supplied with 
hooks, though they are allowed to use the College Library without charge 
the Hermaian Library is opened daily for an hour. Joseph M Clarft 
A. B , tutor and librarian of the College Library. ' 

HAMILTON. 

Madism Uukm-sH) LiiraHc-T fittO i»(.._This institution was es- 
taHishcd in May, 1820, by the E.pUst Education Society of the State of 
New York. It was called, till within two or three years, the Hamilton 
Literary and Theological Institution. "One principal object aimed at by 
the early conductors of the insnintion, was to lay the foundation of a 
good library Many of the first donations were received in books and 
at the end of the seventh annual report we find a 'list of books ifcc ' 
hoiB which we learn that the hbrary contained 450 volumes "' fSeo 
History of the Hamilton Institutien, by Professor J. H. Kaymond in the 
American llnarterly Register for February, 1843.] Most of the library is 
owned by the Baptist Lducation Society of the Stale of New York A 
small portion is owned by the University board. It was begun in 1832 
though, for many years, scarcely any additions were made, etcept by 
occasional donanons, and those small. It contains, at present, 4 %0 vols 
L he books are arranged according to subjects, particular portions of the 
room being assigned to a particular class, as classical literature, sacred 
philology, church history, modern languages, ifcc. Within each section 
the books are arranged acootding to their size. There is no printed cata- 
logue. 1 he library is opened for consultation every day at U o'clock 
and IS kept open until 4 o'clock, except Saturday. Books are drawn three 
times a week. The students are entitled to thi use of the library by the 
payment of 25 cents per term i the board of trustees, faculty, and 
clergymen of the place, gratuitously. Books are always lent by tlie libra 
nan to gentlemen of responsible character who desire them. BOoks are 
thus occasionally lent to persons at a considerable distance. Professor 
A. C. Kendrick, librarian. 
Students' hbraries, 2,100 volumes. 



HARTWrCK. 



TAeohgieal Seminary Library— l,OM i»&.— This is a Lull elan insli. 
tution, and was incorporated in 1815. 
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The Franklin Library — 1,058 vols. — The Franklin Library Association 
was incorporated in April, 1838. Its libiary contains 1,058 volumes. 
It has also a philosophical apparatus. The library is open every Saturday 
eVeniiig from 7 to 9 o'clock. The members pay two dollars a year for 
tfie use of the library, and for all the privileges of the instiiution. The 
executive comniiiiee have power to extend the use of the library to others. 
During the summer, about 35 books per week are lent out; during winter, 
about 70 per week, J. C. Newkirk, corresponding secretary. A cata- 
logue, with the by-laws, was printed in 1849, containing 21 pp. 12ino. 

NEWBURG. 

Library of ihe Theological Seminary of the Associate Refm-med Church — 
3,330 vols. — This seminary was incorporated in 1835. Tlie library of 
the Associate Reformed Church was founded in 1802, and contains 3,230 
volumes, and some manuscripts. The only considerable accession during 
the last ten years was the donation of the Rev. R, Forrest, contain- 
ing 855 volumes. A catalogue, 16 pages 8vo., was printed in 184S. 
The library is open for one hour on Thursday of every week in term time, 
and the use of it is free to all persons connected with the institution. H. 
Connelly, librarian. 



Mercantile Library Association — 31 ,674 vofe.— Founded in 1820. The 
library contained January 1, 1850, 31,674 volumes; a respectable cabi- 
net of specimens in geology aad mineralogy; also a small collection of 
curiosities, beionging to the association. The yearly average number of 
volumes added to the library, for the last ten years, is 1,361. The yearly 
average expenditure for boolts, during the same period, is $2,126 58. A 
brick building was erected for the association in 1830, at a cost of ffi53,000. 
It is 50 feet by 90 feet. The rooms approraiated to the use of the asso- 
ciation are upon the 2d and 3d stories. The library, lecture room, and 
directors' room, are on the 2d floor; the reading-rooms and conversation 
room on the 3d floor. There is no systematic arrangement of the hooks 
according to subjects. The books are placed in alphabetical order, sepa- 
rating languages and fiction, and dividing according to size. The alpha- 
betical arrangement has been adopted solely on account of its practical 
convenience. Catalogues were printed as follows: 1st, in 1825, in 12mo. ; 
2d, in 1828, in 12mo.; 3d, in 1830, in 8vo.; 4tb, in 1834; in 8vo.; 5th 
in 1837, prepared by Edward Johnston, esq,, in Svo., and supplement iri 
1840; 6lh, alphabetical, with a classified index, in 1844, 300 pp. 8vo.; 
another is in preparation. The library is open evefy day from 10 o'clock 
a. m. to 10 o'clock p. m., except Sundays and holidays. Merchants' 
clerks are entitled to the use of the library, on subscribing the consti- 
tution and paying an initiation fee of $1, andgl for the first six months. 
Merchants and others are admitted on the payment of an annua! sub- 
scription of $5, but are not eligible to office. More than 75,000 volumes 
are lent out annually ! About 6,000 persons annually consult the library 
witiiout taking away books. S. Hastings Grant, librarian. 
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Prom reports of Ihe directors we gathei the following additional facts: 
"The first miblic meeting of merchants' clerks, for the purpose of consicl- 
ering the expediency of establishing a library and readmg-room, was held 
<m the 9th of NoTomber, 1820. A stibsequent meeting was held oil the 
2rth of the same month, at which a constitution was adopted, and the 
first officers elected. An apped was made to the public for money 
and books; and clerks were invited to become subscribers. Ibe iibrary 
was opened Sehmary 12, 1821 , in a room at No. 49 Pulton street, and 
contained, al that time, 100 volumes. The number was increased be- 
fore the year expired to 1,000 volumes. The number of subscribers 
was 175. ,. . . ] 

"The institution, during the early years of its existence, encountered 
a good deal of hostility fi'om a class of short-sighted and narrow-minded 
merehanls, who fancied their clerks could not devote their whole souls 
to their business if they were allowed Ihe recreation which the hbrary 
luinished. In 1833 special efforts Were made to sustain and increase 
the usefulness of the institution; within six months, more than .iOO addi- 
tional members were obtained, and subscriptions of money were raised 
to theamountoftr95,.besldes many valuable books. During this year 
the first catalogue was issued- The next yeat,1826, the library was re- 
moved to more spacious apartmenta in Chff street, and a reading-room was 
established. , ■ i, t 

"In 1827 lectures were established, which have since become one ol 
the most popular and useful parts of the plan of the establishment. In 
February, 1828, at a meeting of prominent merchants, interested In tile 
success "of the institution, it was agreed to raise, by subscription, a sum 
sulBeient for Ihe erection of a building for the permanent accommodation 
of the library. The contribnlors formed themselves into a company catt- 
ed the Clinton Hall Association. The sum of |33,600 was raised during 
the year in sums varying from $1,000 to $100. A building was erected 
on the corner of Beeitman and Nassau streets, and, under the name ot 
Clinton Hall, was dedicated on the 2d of November, 1630, with appro- 
priate ceremonies, to literature, science, and the arts. The enhte cost 
if the land and bnilding was about $65,000. This left an indebtedness 
of $21 ,600, secured by a mortgage which has been gradually reduced to 
«4,000, which the net income of two years, arising from rents of rooms 
iiof occupied by the association, will more than cancel. The Clinton 
Hall Association stands in the relation of guardian to the Mercantile Lt- 
Irary Association; the latter biing assured of a full and perpetual owner- 
ship in the bnilding as effecMally as if the title were in its own coporate 
name. On Ihe removal of the library to tile new budding. It numbered 
6,000 volumes. , ,-...■ 

"In 18311 the trustees of Colombia College conferred upon the institullon 
two scholarships, and in 1848 the Universily of the city of ^ew York 
placed two (onndaUons at the disposal of the directors of Ihe asMciatioij. 

"The class department originated wilh Ihe board of 1838, and has beell 
in active operation every succeeding year, lip to January, 1850, l,<ibl 
members have received instructions In the following branches; Irench 
language, 629; Spanish, 173; German, 93; Italian, 11; book-keeping, 
125; penmanship, S9; chemistry, 48; mnsic, 48; elocution, 43; drawmg, 
11; mathematics, 11." . ._ 

The twenty-ninth annual report, presented January, 1850, contains ttie 
following table, exhibiling — 
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Annual addiiions nf members and books, expenditures for books, (otat re- 
ceipts, <Src,, from the 9lh of Nffe&mber, 1820, to 1st January, 1850. 





Tears. 


Merobere ad- 


Volumes ediled. 


Expeadca iot 


Exjieniled for 






miitcii. 




bo^ks. 


tikding. 




1830 ) 


ao4 


i,m 


$600 00 






J«3a 




259 


150 00 






1833 


81 


100 


373 00 






J8a4 


7! 


175 


208 00 






18^5 


S57 


675 


619 0I> 


873 '6& 




18S6 


471 


1,000 


756 79 


JM98 




leai 


360 ■ 


l,-i«0 


6U5 13 






1*98 


395 


1,U00 


330 97 


146 2.'* 




1839 


iU 


600 


563 30 


154 28 




le^i) 


486 


600 


567 91 


mi 35 




1P31 


507 


750 


1, 177 lif 


68 44 




1832 

i&aa 


389 


864 
1,397 


1,107 36 
i,.S03 98 


197 55 
2:>4 28 




1834 


3S3 


l.OM 


1.378 90 


923 39 




1835 


680 


1,533 


2. Ii6 3d 


93S 5i 




1836 


867 


1,845 


a,2f6 74 


9M7ft 




1837 


!)-;i6 


2.547 


2,806 47 


186 04 




1^38 


1,003 


3,471 


3, l]5 73 


493 91 




183)) 


1, 111)7 


3,583 


4,978 33 


T2D 60 




18aO 


501 


390 


1,S9S 19 


615 42 




1841 


637 


1,136 


I,4!I5 12 


591 75 




1843 




1,353 


M,179 79 


670 77 




1843; 




463 


797 90 


536 85 




1S44 


387 


745 


708 35 


371 35 




lc45 


582 


1,438 


1, 638 eo 


462 65 




1«(6 


609 




3.073 .'JO 


500 34 




184T 




9.358 


3.311 sr> 


519 19 




1848 


681 


2.976 


3.392 71 


445 53 




1849. 


1.013 


2,517 


3,531 8S 


60U 35 




14,616 


37,019 


45.356 5S 


8,4^0 77 



The dhecters add: " This accoHiit does not show the full value of our 
literary properly. The donalions of books, in a period of 39 years, are 
worth several thousands of dollars.' Tjiere has heen, it is true, a loss by 
.wear and decay of some 6,000 volomes, bm these are mainly of trifling 
value, consisting chiefly of novels, not deemed worthy the expense of 
rebinding, even in the cheap style necessary to iheir preservation - 
Most of the standard borks originally psirchased or presented, are still 
preserved in good order." 

The institution' has lately received a legacy of $3,000 from Mis& 
Elizabeth Demilt, said to have been the first bequest ever made to this 
library, 

7'he New York Society Zjirar^— 35,000 i-o^s.— (346 and 348 Broadway.) 
The trusteea of the New York Society Library were incorporated the '2d 
of April, 1734. The establishment ^vas engrafted upon the "Public 
Library of New York," founded in 1700. (See Grahame's United States' 
Minutes of the Common Councilof New York,,&c.) Grahame says, "a 
library was founded imder the government of Lord Beilamout, iti ITOO." 
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A copy of Clarendon's History of the Rebeliioii, marked *< Pnblic Library 
of New York, 1811," is now in the Society Library. 

In 1729 the Rev. Dr. MilMiigton, rector of Newington, England, 
bequeathed his library to the society for the Prapsgation of the Gospel m 
P»ireign Parts. By this society the library of Dr. Millington was presented 
to the corporation of the city, for the use of the clergy and gentlemen of 
New York, and the neighboring provinces. The New York Society 
Library was founded in the year 1754, having for its object, as expressed 
in the original articles of association, " the use and ornament of the city, 
and the advantage of an intended college." 

Smith's History of New York thus adverts to the subject: " In 1734 a 
set of gentlemen undertook to carry about a subscription towards raising 
a public librarv, and in a few days collected near 600 poliuds, which 
were laid out "in purchasing about 700 volumes of new, well chosen 
books," &-C. 

The library of the cori>oration above alluded to, appearing to have been 
mismanaged, and at length entirety disused, the trustees of the New York 
Society Library offered to take charge of it, and to deposite their. own 
collection with it in the City Hall. This proposal having been acceded 
to by the corporation, the institution thenceforward receivedthe appella- 
tion of " The City Library ' ' — a name by which it was commonly known 
for a longtime. , ^ ,„.;, 

On this foundation the library increa&ed and prospered. In l''* » 
charter was granted to it by the colonial government, and the official 
style of " The New York Society Library " was adopted. The war of 
tlie Revolution, however, which soon after occurred, interfered wun these 
pleasing prospects. The city fell into the possession of the enemy. The 
effect on all our public institutions was more or less disastrous, and to the 
library nearly fatal. An interval of no less than fourteen years here 
occurs in the history of the society. At length itappears from the minutes, 
that " the accidents of the late war having nearly destroyed the former 
library, no meeting of the proprietors for the choice of trastees was held 
from the last Tuesday of April, 1774, until Saturday, 21st December, 
1788, when a meeting was summoned, and the operations of the society 
were resumed. In 1789 the original charter was revived, afld the society 
commenced almost a new collection of books. In 1793 a building was 
begun for the library in Nassau street. In this year the first catalogue 
of the booksy with the charter, names of members of the society, &c., 
was printed, in 99 pp. 8to. The librarv is said to have contained, at 
this time, 5,000 volumes. In 1813 the second catalogue was pubUshed. 
The library then comprised about 13,000 volumes. In 1835 a supplement 
was published. The library then contained about 16,000 volumes. In 
1836 the trustees sold the property in Nassau street, and purehased a lot 
in Broadway, on which they have erected the present edifice. 

In 1838, when the last catalogue was printed, the library contained 
25,000 volumes. 

In the year 18i9 the society received a bequest of $5fiQu from Miss 
Demitt. 

The library at present (1850) contains 35,000 volumes, a few manu- 
scripts of modern dale, maps and charts of great value, a few sheets of an- 
cient clmrch music on vellum, numerous collections ot engravings, a small 
but beautiful collection of bronze medals, one set of casts of the Elgin mar- 
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bies, forty eight in mimber, ancj one set of Waferloo medals, fifty in number. 
About one thousand volumes are annually added to the hbrary. About 
two thousand dollars per annum are expended for the purchase of books. 
There is no permanent fund. The renis o( the building, the annual pay- 
ments and some minor sources, afford about nine thousand dollars annu- 
ally. 'The debt, however, is large, and leaves but a limited sum for In- 
crease. The persons employed in the service of theUbrary are a librarian, 
assistant, room keeper, janiior, and a boy. A building was first erected 
for the library in 1794, previous to which the hbrary was kept in the old 
City Hall. The present ediiice was erected expressly for the library itj 
J838-'39, at an expense of forty seven thousand dollars for the land and 
seventy tfmusand dollars for the building and furniture. The material is 
brick, with fafade and basement, &c., of brown freestone. It fi'onts oq 
Broadway ,60 feet, and extends back 100 feet of uniform width. The= 
principal floor is divided into two large and two small rooms. There is a 
lecture room below and a picture-gallery above. The arrangement of the 
books upon the shelves is aiccording to subjects, "but with as many anal- 
ogous subjects united as possible, in order to avoid the necessity of a com- 
phcated distribution in restoring continually the volumes returned, to their 
places." 

^ Catalogues of the library are known to have existed before ihe Bevolu- 
tion, but the dates of their publication are not ascertained. Besides the 
caialogues of 1793, (99 pages 8vD.) 1813, and supplement 1825, (1 35 pages 
Svo.,) a catalogue was printed in 1S38, containing 329 pages 8vo., a 
supplement in 1841 of 72 pages, and another in 1843 of 24 pages. Anew 
catalogue with the following title has just been published : "Alphabetical 
and analytical Catalogue of the New York Society Library, with the char- 
ter, by-laws, &c., of the institution, Svo.l New York, 1850." Prefixed ro 
the catalogue are a history of the library; the articles of subscription, 1754> 
the charter, 1772; acts of legislature, by laws, names of trustees since 
1754, and librarians since 1793; alphabetical catalogue, 49l,pages; cata- 
loghe of the Winthrop library. (This ancient and curious collection ot 
books was presented by the late Francis B. Winthrop, esq. They were 
the property of his distinguished ancestor John "Winihrop, the founder of 
Connecticut, It contains about 276 volumes.) An analytical index of 112 
pages follows the catalogue. This iaborious and valuable work was pre- 
pared by Mr. P. J. Forbes, the present librarian. It is very handsomely 
printed. 

The hbrary is open daily, Sundays excepted, from 8 a. m. till sunset; 
but the reading rooms are open till, 10 p. ni. 

Persons entitled to the use of the library are, members who pay $25 for a 
right, and then $6 annually, and temporary subscribers at $10 per annum. 
Stiangers jnay be introduced, for the use of the books, &c., in the rooms, 
for one month. The number of members in 179a was nine hundred. 
The present number is eleven hundred. 

Books are lent out, with the exception of very expensive woiks— those 
of reference, as encyclopaidias, dictionaries, bound newspapers, &c. 
About 2,000 volumes (nearly 8^000 works) were charged in eight months. 
About 1,500 persons a yearconsuHthelibrary without taking away books. 
The trustees have fill! power to extend the use of the hbraiy to persons at 
a distance. Philiji J, Forbes, librarian! 

Aslor Librori/~-2l}fim vols.~Oae of the noblest gifts to learning, 
of which any city can boast, is that for which not only New York, but 
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tliis whole country, owes a debt of lasting gratitude to the Ineniory of 
John Jacob Aator. The munificence of the endowment is only equalled 
by the judicious, enlightened, and liberal provisions made for its useful- 
ness and perpetuity. Mr. Astor died in 1848. 

The Astor Library was endowed by the third codicil to his will, which 
was dated Augiist 33, 1839, and is in these words: 

"I, John Jacob Astor, do make this" additional codicil to my last will, 
bearing date the 4th day of Jnly, in the year of our Lord 1836. 

'" Desiring to render a public benefit to the city of Kew York, and to con- 
tribute U) the advancement of useful knowledge and the general good of 
society, I do, by this codicil, appropriate /our A«7irf/'e(/ thousand dollur's 
Cttit of my residuary estate to the establishment of a public library in the 
city of New York. 

" For this purpose, I give to my executors four hundred thousand dollars, 
to be lalien from my persona! esfdie, or raised by the sale' ol parts of my 
real estates, to be made by myexecurors, with the assent of my son, Wil- 
liam B, Astor, upon condition and to the intent tiiat the said amount be 
settled, applied, and disjiosed of as follows, namely: 

" 1. In the erecnug of a suitable building for a ptiblic library. 

"3. In fnrnishing and supplying the same from time to lime witji 
books, maps, charts, models, drawings, paintings, engravings, casts, 
statues, furnilure, and other things appertaining to a library for general use, 
upon the most ample scale and libera! character. 

"3. In maintaining and upholding the buildings and other property, 
and in defraying the necessary expenses of taking care of the property, 
and of the accommodation of persons cousuliing the library. 

" The said sum shall be payable one third in the year after my de- 
cease; one third in the year following; and the residue in equal sums, in 
the fourth and fifth years after my decease. 

" The said library is to be accessible, at all reasonable hours and limes, 
for general use, free of expense to persons resorting thereto, subject only 
to snch control and regulations as the trustees may from time to time ex- 
ercise and establish for.general convenience. 

"The affairs of the institution shall be conducted and directed by eleven 
trustees, to be from time to time selected from the different liberal profes- 
sions and employments in life, and the classes of educated men. The 
mayor of the city of New York, during ins continuance in office, and the 
chancellor of the Slate of New York, during his continuance in office, 
shall always be trustee's. The vacancies in the number of imstees occur- 
ring by death, resignation, incapacity, or remov^ from the Slate, shall be 
filled by persons appointed by the remaining trustees. The acts of a ma- 
jority of the trustees, at a meeting reasonably notified, shall be valid. 

" All the property and effects of the institution shall be vested in the said 
trustees. They shall have power to direct the expenditure of the funds, 
the investment, safe-keeping, and management thereof, and of the proper- 
ty and effects of the insliiution; also, to make such ordinances and regula- 
tions, from time to time, as they may think proper, for the good order and 
convenience of those who may resort to the libraiy, or use the same; also, 
ti) appoint, direct, control, and remove the superintendent of the library 
and all librarians, and others employed about the institution; and, also, 
they shall have and use all powers and authority for promoting the ex- 
pressed objects of this institution, not contrary to what is herein expressed. 
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Thej' shall not receive any compensation for their services, except that 
if any one of their number sliall at any time be appointed superinlendent, 
he may receive compensation as such. 

" The trustees shall be subject to the visitation of the proper courts of 
justice, for the purpose of preventing and redressing all mismanagement, 
waste, or breach of trust. 

[By a subsequent codicil the testator authorized the trustees to select a 
site on the easi side of Lafayette Place, to contain 65 feet front and rear, 
and 120 feet deep.] 

" I further direct, that a sum not exceeding seventy-five thousand dol- 
lars may be expended in the erection of a building for the library; one 
hundred and twenty tliou^and dollars may be expended in the purchase of 
books and other objects for the establishing of the library; and the residue 
■shall be invested as a fund for the maintaining and gradually increasing of 
the library. 

"All investment of thefiinds of the institution shall be made in the pub- 
lic debt of the United Slates of America, or of the States of the Union, or 
of the city of New York, as long as such subjects of investment may be 
had, giving a preference accordinglo the order in which th«y are named. 
And in case the income of the fund shall at any time exceed the amounts 
which the trustees may find useful to expend for the purposes above 
named and particularized, they may expend such surplns m procuring 
public lectures to be delivered in connexion with the library, upon useful 
subjects of literature, philosophy, science, history, and the fine arts, or in 
promoting in any other mode the objecis of the institution, as above ex- 
pressed. I direct my executors to cause and procure the necessary legal 
assurances to be made for establishing and securing the application of the 
funds and property hereby appropriated for the purposes of these presents, 
and in the mode herein pointed out And it is my request that the tnis- 
tees would apply to the legislature of this Slate for such acts as may fully 
secure, establish, and perpetuate this institution, and render its manage- 
ment easy, convenient, and safe, both to themselves and the public. And 
as this property is devoted wholly to public purposes, I trust that the. 
legislature will so lar favor the institution as to exempt its property from 
taxation. And, as a mark of my respect to the following gentlemen, I 
name them to be the first trustees: that is to say, the mayor of the city of 
New York and the chancellor of the Slate for the time being, in respect 
to their offices; Washington Irving, W. B. Astor, Daniel Lord, junior, 
James G. King, JosephG. Cogswell, Pitz Green Halleck, Henry B re voort, 
junior, SamuelB. Ruggles, and Samuel Ward, junior. 

[By a fyrther codicil the testator appointed Mr. Charles A. Bristed one 
of the trustees; and also authorized the funds of the library to be invested 
in bonds, secured by mortgaged improved real estates] 

" In witness whereof, 1 have set my hand and sea! to this codicil, and 
publish the same as a codicil to my will, this iweniy second day of Au- 
gust, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine. 
"JOHN JACOB ASTOR. [l. s.]" 

The Trustees of the Astor Library were incorporated by the legislature of 
the State, 18th January, 1849. The act of incorporation corresponds in 
all respects with the provisions of Mr. Astof's will, with the following 
additional provisions: 

" The property, real and personal, of tlie said corporation, shall be ex- 
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empt from taxation in ihe same manner as that of the other incorporated 
jfeblic libraries of tiiis State; and it shall be the duty of the said trustees 
to effect such insurances as can be obtained upon said buildings and 
library, and other property, against loss by fire or otherwise, and pay the 
expenses thereof out of the tund described in the fourih subdivision of 
section second of this act, 

" The said trustees shall, in the month of JaiSuary in every year, make 
a report to the leg-islature for the year ending on the 31st day of December 
preceding, of Ihe condilion of the said library, of the funds and other 
property of the corporation, and of its receipts and expenditures during 
such year. 

"Ifany debts of the said corporation, lawfully contracted, shall not be 
paid out of its funds, when due, the trustees shall be individually liable 
for sucli funds, to the creditors in such cases, and to such extent as they 
■would be if not incorporated. " 

From the "Literary World" (September 22, 1849) we take the follow-- 
ing description of the building now in progress for the Astor Library. 
This account was originally published in the New York "Journal of 
Commerce": 

'' ft will be built in the Byzantine style, or rather in the style of the 
royal paiaces of Florence, and consequently will present a strongly ini- 
posing appearance, both in its external and internal structure. Itsdi'men- 
sions will be 120 feet in length by 65 wide, and from the level of the 
side-walk to the upper line ot the parapet its height will be 67 feet; built 
of brown cut stone, and brick; very little wood will enter into its compo- 
sition. We are informed that no building in the United Slates, of this 
character, will be formed to such a large extent of iron. According to 
the estimates, the iron-work will form one of the heaviest expenditures. 
Its uses, too, will be altogether novel, at least in this country, and inge- 
nious. For instance, the truss beams, supporting the principal weight of 
the roof, wiU be constructed of cast-iron pipes, in a parabolic form, on the 
same plan with the iron bridges in France and other parts of Europe, with 
a view to secure lightness and strength. 

'■The library hall, which will occupy the second floor of the edifice, will 
be a truly elegant apartment, 100 feet in length by 60 wide in the clear. 
The ascent from the front will be by a single line of thirty-eight Italian 
marble steps, decorated ou either side at the entrance by a stone sphinx. 
Upon neai-ing the summit of these steps the visitor finds himself near the 
centre of this immense alcove, surrounded by 14 brick piers, plastered 
and finished in imitation of Italian marble, and supporting iron galleries 
midway between the floor and the ceiling. The side walls from 'pit to 
dome' form one continuous shelving of a capacity sutScient for 100;00() 
volumes. This is reached by means of the main gallery, in connexion 
with which are four jron spiral stairways, (one from each corner of the 
bnilding,),and an intervening gallery of a lighter and smaller description, 
also connected by its staircases, eight in number, with the main gallery. 
The whole are very ingeniously aiTanged, and appropriately ornamented 
in a style corresponding with the general architecture of the building. 
At an elevation of 51 fc.et above the spectator is the princi|jal sky-light — 
54 feet long by 14 broad, and formed of thick glass set in iron. Besides 
this are circular side sky-lights ol^ much smaller dimensions. All need- 
ful light is thus furnished, in connexion' with the windows in the front 
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and rear walls; Free ventilation is also had by means of iron fret-work 
iiiserted in suitable portions of the ceiling. In the extreme rear are the 
two librarians' rooms, to which access is had by means of the main 
gatteries. 

"The first floor will contain the lecture and reading rooms, wiih accom- 
modalioUB for 501) persons. The latter are located on each side of the 
building, and separated from the library hall stairway at the front en- 
trance by two corridors leading to the rear vestibule, and from thence to the 
Jecture room, still further in the rear. The basement contains the keep- 
er's rooms, cellars, coal vaults, hot-air furnaces, &.C. The floors are 
composed of richly wrought mosaic work, resting on iron beams. 

"The library building in its exterior, especially as seen from the street, 
will present an appearance at once grand and imposing. ^ The basement 
story will be faced with high rustic ashler, projecting six inches, thus im- 
parting an extremely bold relief. The window frames are placed near 
the inside line of the wall, forming deep recesses, in order to secure the 
same effect. These consist primarily of six, occupying the central portion 
and admitting light to the library hall, placed threeabove and three below 
a given point— the upper connected with the lower by columns supported 
by figures representing the genii of literature. Between these sets of 
windows is inscribed 'Astor Library, 1849.' The remaining windows 
are two in Bumber, one on either side of the entrance, and connected 
with the lecture room. 

"The amount authorized to be expended in the erection of the buildmg 
is $75,000, and the contract is made within this sum — of course, exclusive 
offurniture and shelving. The latter will cost probably |8,000. Two 
years it is expected will be required to complete it. The architect is Mr. 
Alexander Saeltzer, from Berhn, a pupil of the celebrated Schinkel. The 
entire appropriation for the library and building is $400,000, of which 
about one-half is to be funded for the benefit of the library, thus insuring 
to it a perpetuity such as similar institutions but seldom possess. Through 
the efforts of Mr. J. G. Cogswell, in England and on the continent, about 
20,000 volumes have been collected, and are now in his keeping at No. 
32 Bond street, where they are accessible to visitors, though the public 
are not s-enerally aware of the tact." 

The i'xcellent management of this admirable insdtution is, we presume, 
mainly due to the learning, energy, and practical good judgment of the 
librarian, Joseph Green Cogswell, ].,L. D. At his suggestion an early 
appropriation was made for the purchase of books, at a time when the 
revolutions of Europe offered the best opportunity that has ever occurred 
to buy books cheap. The result is seen in the opening of the library 
with a superb collection of 20,000 volumes, purchased at probably one- 
half, or perhaps one-quarter of the price that they would have commanded 
at other times. 

Library of the New York Historical Soc»e(y— 17,000 uofe.— This so- 
ciety was founded in 1S04: incorporated in 1809. Its library (January 4, 
1S4S) contained; 

Printed books and pamphlete . - . 1.5,000 

Bound volumes of neiysjiapers - - 1,3^)5 

MSS., original letters; papers, ifcc. - - 1*^,001) 

Maps and charts - ■ - - ■ - 2,100 

Engravings, several hnndred~say - - 400 
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MedEas, about - . ■ - " " , mS 

Coins, about ^'^^^ 

Also an extensive collection of Indian relics, curiosities, fcc; also, a col- 
lection of portraits, busts, &e. _ - ■ j-fl; u , „„„,„;„ 
As nearly all the additions are from donations, It is difficult to ascertain , 
fmm the records the yearlv average increase. The number added dll. 
tog the yea 1848, (p/ntedUksa°„d pamphlets,) was 1,290. Promone 
tt two hindred dollars are annually expended for the purchase of books 
The society has no funds ; the libmry is supported by annual subscriMions 
of its members. The society occupies leased rooms in *e IWrsuy 9f 
the city of New York. A catalogue, prepared by Fnv. Timothy Alden, 
and ?h? only one printed, was piibiishid 'in 1813, 139 pp 8vo. A com- 
Xte Stalolue has recenfly been prepared, and is soon to bo put to press 
Ke library is open daily from 10 uhtil 2 in the morning, and from 4 to 6 
in the "ening" in summer, and from 7 to B-.n winter Members 
of the society, and pei»ns introduced by mernbers, are entitled to the 
me of the books. Books are only to be consulted m the Jtb™'/- J"'' 
yearly average number of persons consulting the library is estimated at 
five hundred. Jacob B. Moore, librarian. 

Since the above account was tvritten, Mr, J. B. Moore has been appoint- 
ed postmaster in San Francisco, and has left his charge "n New York 
His son George H. Moore, has succeeded hnn as iibranan. The sum of 
thirty-iie thousand dollars has already been obtained for the erection of 
a suitable building for the meetings of the society, and the preservation of 
i'ls valuable collections. Of this.sum, five thousand dollars ™ '"" » 
bequost of Miss Elizabeth Demilt, of New York, received in 1849. Mr. 
James Lenox subscribed five thousand dollars. 

Libmrs o/lh. Umon Theological Sa™wrj,-lT»O0O »&.-T he library 
of this iSstittttion was founded in 1S38, It is sometimes called by 
counesy, "The Tan Ess Library," as having been purchased of the Bev. 
leandei Van Ess, of Germany. Itcontainsabout 17,000volnmes mostly 
iheotog cal. About 700 volumes were added in 1847 by gift, and others 
Occasionally in like manner. The ave,age annual increase cannot be 
stated. The library occupies a hall in the seminary building, No. 9 
University Place. The room is a parallelogram, about m feet m length, 
much broken by windows and badly contrived. The books are arranged 
onttie shelves'according to size. There is only a MS. catalogue The 
Mbrary is opened each week day, except Saturday, from 10 o'clock a. m. 
to3™4p. m.; closed from the 3d Wednesday in June tothe 3d Wednesday 
in September. Persons entitled to the use of the library arei all connected 
with the seminary; and those who may have permission from a professor. 
The books are lent ont. Of the number no estimato can well be made. 
Rev. Edward Robmson, I>. D., librarian. , , . ^ „ • . 

CbtaSi. 0,i'«. t.i-orj,_12,740 »&.-Columbia College received 
its charier in 1764, The library was founded about the year 1767. 
About this tinieMr. Joseph Murray "bequeathed to the college property 
worth about £8,000, intluding hislibrary." Rev. Dr. BnMowe, of Lon- 
Z also bequeitbed his libiiyof about l;f » " "TruI. aXtbr 
sources, from purchases, from presents by the Earl of Bute and utbers, 
andfrom the Onivetsity oi OxloVd, the college was in possession of a con- 
"deSbSlLry- wh.n,onthe6th of April, 1776, the treasurer of the 
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college was ordered to prepare it in six days for the reception of troops. 
'Tile students were in consequence dispersed, the library and apparatus 
were deposited m the City Hall or elsenrherc, and the college ediiice was 
converted into a military hospital. Almost all the apparatus, and a large 
proportion of the books belonging to the college, were wholly lost to it in 
consequence of this removal; and of the books recovered, 600 or 700 were 
so only after about thirty years, when they were found, with as many be- 
longing to the Kew Vort Society library, and some belonging to Trinity 
l^hurch, in a room in St. Paul's chapel, where, it seemed, no one but the 
sexton had been aware of their existence, and neither he nor anybody 
else could tell how they had arrived there." [.See Moore's Historical 
Sketch of Columbia College, page 62.] Jn 1792 "a large addition to the 
College l..ibrary was made by a grant of money obtained from the legisla- 
,"mo ■ , "" """8' pmchased the hbrary of Professor Kemp. In 

1S3S it purchased the .library of Professor Moore, who was 'employed 
tor about a year in making a new arrangement and a catalogue of the 
whole library ' The library contains (1849) 12,740 volumes, exclu- 
sive oi pamphlets, which, if bound, would form about 600 volumes more. 
A single Egyptian papyrus, several volumes of engravings, a series of 48 
bronze medals illnstrativo of the Elgin malbles, and two marbles bearing 
fareek inscnptions, though of little interest, belong to the library. About 
1^0 volumes have been added annually for the last ton years, and about 
S2IJ0 expended annually for the purchase of books. The library room is 
44 leet by jb; and has, both on its lower floor and gallery, five alcoves on 
each side, lighted by as many windows. There is no printed catalogue. 
1 he hbrary is opened twice a week while the college is in- session, and 
Irom one to three o'clock p. m. each time. The officers of the college 
and the stndents of the three higher classes use the library, and without 
charge. Books are lent out, about six hundred annually. The yearly 
average number of persons consulting the library without taking out books 
IS about one hundred and ten. Lefroy Ravenhill, librarian. 

The ApprenUKCs' lAbmry—li.m) mh.—The General Society of Me. 
?S2?'".^u T""**™'" (Nos.32and34 Orosbystreet) was founded A. D. 
17S6. 1 he Apprenhces' Library, established in 1820 by this society, 
contains about 14,000 volumes, kept for the gratuitous use of the ap- 
prentices of the city. [New York State Register, 1645, page 319.1 

Uirm of the Theelcgical ImlUule of the Efiseopal Cfan;*— 10,000 
Ko&.— l he Amencan Almanac, for 1850, gives the date of the foundation 
of this institntion as 1817, and states the number of volumes in its libra, 
nes to be 10,000. 

Uh-aiy of the Nen York Hospital-ifm w&.-The Society of the 
New York Hospita , New York city, was founded in 1770, and incorpo- 
rated June 13, 1771. The following account of its library is taken fiim 
a pamphlet published in 1846, containing the charter, laws, &c., of the 
society, and of the Bloomingdale Asylum, page 68: 

"Upon the recommendation of the medical faculty of Columbia College, 
S;™f°.™°°f "f"" ^»'ipi'»l. in Augnst,1796, appropriated the sum of 
|500 towards the purchase of a medial librmy, to which the members of 
that laculty contributed books from their private hbraries, and part of their 
tees ot public instruction. A hospital library was thus instituted, which 
was lurther augmented by the purohase of the medical library of the late 

ifc«dbf Google 



95 [120] 

Dr. Romayne, iti l800,and by the accession, in 1805, of the library of a 
private association of physicians, then called 'The Medical Society of New 
York,' who gave their books on condition that they, and such of their 
sons as should become practitioners of mediein^ in the city of New York, 
should have free tise of the hospital Ubrary. In 1805 the governors ap- 
propriated the annual sum of $250 for the purchase of books; and other 
larger additions were afterwards made to it, by special purchases and do- 
nations from time to time, amongst which was the valuable botanical li- 
brary of Dr. Hosaek, bought by the hospital. 

" Fpr some years past there have been appropriated for the support and 
increase of this library all the proceeds arising from the sale of tickets to 
students of medicine, which permit them to see the practice of the house, 
to attend the clinical instruction, ■ and to take books from the library. 
The moneys thus accruing are appropriated to the purchaseof medical and 
scientific publications, selected by the library committee, (composed of 
three governors, one physician, and one surgeon,) to the payment of the 
librarian's salary, binding, and other contingencies. 

" The annual average expenditures and receipts on account of the pur- 
chase of books, are now from |500 to $800. 

"The lihrary now consists of more than 5,000 volumes, confined en- 
tirely to medicine and surgery, and those collateral branches of science 
(as chemistry, botany, &c.) specially connected with the heaUng art. It 
is believed to be as useful and complete in this department as a Ubrary 
can be made in that number of volumes, and contains many of the most 
splendid and costly works on anatomy and natural history. During the 
last year the governors have fitted up, in the large hospital building, two 
spacious apartments, one above the other, communicating by a central 
spiral staircase, and deposited the library in them, the lower room hemg 
used as a reading and consultation chamber." 

Books may be lent fi-ee of charge to the present or former governors, 
physicians, surgeons, apothecaries, and other officers of the hospital; to all 
donors of books (approved by the Ubrary committee,) or money to the 
amount of |25; and to other persons on the payment of $5 a year. 

A cataingue of the books (194 pages 8vo.) was published in 1845. It 
is very well prepared. It is alphabetical, with an alphabetical and analyt- 
ical index. The present librarian is John L. Vandervoort. 

Library of Urn Amencan /«siifwie—6,U00Hofa.— "The American Insti- 
tute of the city of New York was organized January, 1838; incorporated 
May 3, lS.i9; for the purpose of encouraging and promoting domestic in- 
dustry. The library contains about 6,000 volumes, mostly works of re-, 
ference for the mechanic, the manulacturer, the farmer, and the^tatesman. 
It is open, free of expense to all strangers and is conducted on more 
liberal principles than any other library in oitrcountry." [New York State 
Register, 1845, page 320.] , , ^„ ^, ,r i 

Library of the New York Law Institute— ^A%1 wo/s.— The New York 
Law lasUtuie was incorporated February 33, 1830. Its library, com- 
posed almost exclusively of law books, contains (1850) 4,434 volumes. 
Its average increase is about 235 volumes a year. From the commence- 
ment of the insUtution to 1850, the sum of $31,894 had been expended 
for books, making a yearly average of $1,094 70. The annual income, 
varying from $1,200 to ^l,5u0, is derived from charges for membership, 
(080 for each member.) 
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The corporation of the city at present fimiishes two rooms in the City 
Hall for the accommodation of the institute. The one used for the library 
is 50 feet by 56. The conversation room ia 18 by 33. 

A catalogue was published in 1842, coQtaining 120 pages 8vo. This 
catalogue, prepred by LewisH. Sanford, contains also "a chronological 
hst of contemporary English reporters." The library is open daily from 
8^ o'clock a m. to 6 p. m. Only those members of the New York bar 
who belong to. the institute are entitled to the use of the books; bnt those 
who do not practise law in the city, Kings county, or Jersey City, and 
strangers generally, are permitted to use the library free of charge. No 
book is allowed to be taken out of the library except to be used in the 
different courts in the City Hall. The present librarian is H. S. Dodee, 
SA Wall street. 

lAbraries of the University nf the city of New YorZ:— 4,000 voh.—Thm 
institution was. founded in 1831. 

In the American Almanac for 1850 the number of volumes is siated as 
above. In the report of the regents of the New York University, for 1850, 
the value of the library of the university is stated to be |7,000. 

Tlis lAfirary of the MecAareici'/zw^iVMie— 3,00') rofe.— The Mechanics' 
Institute of New York, 105 Bowery, New York city, was founded in the 
winterof 1830-'3l,andincorporated April 24, 1833. The library contains 
at present about 3,000 volumes. The funds of the institute are derived 
from assessments of members, school-feirs, exhibitions, lectures, &c. A 
catalogue of the library was printed in 1835, containing 26 pases 13mo.; 
and another in il844, of 64 pages 8vo. The library is open daily. Sun- 
days excepted. Members only are entitled to the use of it; others may be 
admitted by courtesy. The books are lent out, with the exception of large 
and valuable works. Edward Henry, actuary and librarian. 

_" This institution was founded for the purpose of promoting the general 
diffusion of useful knowledge among the mechanical classes by means of 
/eciwres on natural and mechanical philosophy and other scientific sub- 
jects; by founding a library and mu-eum; by forming clas.-'es for mutual 
improvement; holding conversational meettiiffs, debates, and discussio'-s 
for the benefit of its members? by having from time to time pyblie exhi- 
bitions for: the promotion of excellence in the mechanical arts; and by es- 
tablishing i>cAoo& for educating on the most approved principles, as well 
as on the most reasonable terms, the apprentices and children of its mem- 
bers. During the brief space of time this institution has existed, ail and 
even more has been accomplished than its deserving founders could rea- 
sonably have expected. 

■ " Connected with the -library is a reading-room, amply supplied with 
the most popular and scientific American and foreign periodicals. 

"The terms on which persons may become members, and with their 
families enjoy all the privileges of the library, reading-room, "lecturt-s, 
meetings, debates, classes, exhibitions, school, (fee, are: initiation fee, 
$1, and a yearly payment of $2. Life membership $25." 
. Pi-inters' Headings Room, and Library-~2, 500 vols.— The New York 
Typographical Society was instituted in 1809, for the purpose of affording 
relief to indigent and distressed members and their families, and to other 
proper objects of charity. In 1818 the society was incorporated; re-char- 
teredm 1S32 for fifteen years; and in 1847 incorporated underthe general 
law of the State, enacted in 1848. The members commenced making do- 
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nations of books to establish a library in 1823; contributions have been 
made from time to time, and at present the library numbers about 2,S0O 
'jvolnmes, comprising many valuable works in nearly every department of 
literature. The increased interest manifested in the society during the 
past year has extended to the library. Many valuable donations of books 
have,been received from publishers and others, and the society has been 
encouraged to procure a suitable room for the library and reading room, as 
well as for social intercourse. The success of this commendable project 
seems now to be fully assured. [See "address of Peter C. Baker, printed 
in " Proceedings at the Printers' Banquet, January 17, 1850:" 8voi 
New York. The rooms obtained for library and reading room are at 300 
Broadway. Address C, C. Savage, 13 Chambers street.] 

lAbrary nf.ihe Lyceum of Natural History — 1,653 vols. — The Lyceum 
of, Natural History, in the city of New York, was founded in 1 818. The 
library coniains 1,653 volumes, consisting chiefly of works on natural 
history, voyages, travels, &c., containing natural history, and the trans- 
actions of kindred societies. The lyceum has, also, extensive collections 
in mineralogy, geology, fossils, conchology, ichlhvology, entomology, 
amphibia, reptiles, radiata, corals, botany, and smali collections of birds 
and quadrupeds. Very few books have been purchased.- Neariy all are 
donations from individuals, or have been received from societies in ex- 
change for the publications of the lyceum. The rooms occupaed by the 
society consist of three large apartments on the 2d floor of the large fire-- 
proof building, No. 669 Broadway, and known as the ruedical department of 
the University of the city of New York. Tire premises are leased^by the 
lyceum, of the Medical Faculty for the tenn often years. A catalogue of 
the boeks was printed in 1825, 8vo. ; another in 183Q, 73 pp. 8vo.* A 
new one has been prepared, and will shortly be printed. The library is 
open every Monday evening, during the meeting of the society. Mem- 
bers have access at any time, on application to the librarian. Books are 
lent out to members Persons of standing in science, residing at'a dis- 
tance, hive, by special vote of the society, been allowed to take out any 
work from the library. This is seldom done. Any person not a mem- 
ber, wistting to consult the books, can do so on application to the librarian. 
Robert H. Brownne, 39 Crosby street, librarian. 

T'he American and Fsreign UUtle Society possesses a library, which, 
according to the Baptist Almanac for 1850, cont«ns 1,576 volumes. 

The CoUe^4C of Physicians and Sit'geovs in the city of New York pos- 
sesses a library of 1,200 volumes, valued at |1,500. [Regents' report, 
1850.] 

The American ' Ethnological Society, New York city. — The object of 
the society, thus far, has been the preparation and publication of original 
memoirs on ethnology. A few hundred pamphlets and books have been 
presented, a list of which is prefixed to the %i volume of its transactions. 
It is intended to form a cabinet at an eady day.. John Russell Bartlett, 
secretary. 

fVee Acaikmyof New York Oi/y.— This establishment has but recently 
commenced operations. Preparations for a library are making, which, it 
is hoped, may be realized al no distant day. Horace Webster, president. 

Mi?.— 7 
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POUGHKEEPSIE. 



Library of the Lyceum of Litemturc, Science, and Mechanic Arts:~~ 
Founded April 6, 1838. Conlains about 650 volumes, of which 295 are 
periodicals and pamphlets? a small collection of manuscripts, maps, 
charts, engravings; large collections of minerals and natural curiosities. 
Increases at the rate of about 100 volumes, annually, A catalogue in 
12mo. was- primed- in 18^5. Open daily from 1 to 8 p. m., Sundays 
excepted. 

The Library of the Lyceum is free to m'emters and their families, to 
whom books are lent out. The lyceum furnishes the pnbiic, graluitously, 
with a course of -weekly lectures, from distinguished meg, during the 
winter. This has been kept up for several years. J. J. Underhiii, R. C, 
Souihwick, O Swan, comniJtiee. 

The Public Library occupies the rooms of the lyceum, and coiiiains 
over 3,000 volumes. 



;OCHESTER. 



Alhenamm Library— 5,050 vols. — Founded in 1832. The library con- 
tains 5,060 volumes, 18 maps, and a small collection of minerals. A 
public building has been erected, one half of which is occupied by the 
athenssum, and the other by the "Library of the Conrt of Appeals." 
Above is a splendid hall for lectures, b2 feet by 70, and 27 feet high, 
called 'fCorinthian Hall." The library rooms are 80 feet long, 34 feet 
wide, and 15 feet high, 

A'catalogue was printed in 1847, (40 pages 8vo,;) another is in press. 
The library is open every day (Sundays excepted) irom S o'clock a. m. 
to 9^ p. m._ Any person, by paying one dollar per annum, can. become a 
member of the association. Two books can be taken out on one name, 
and they are usually, kept out (rom two to fonr days. About 2,000 per 
week are thus lent. L. R. P. Stocklon, librarian. 

Library of the Court of Appeals— CoMaXus 3,400 volumes.of law and 
miscellaneous books, a part of the old Chancellor's Library of the Slate of 
New York. . 

This is the proper place to notice a publication of great value to the 
bar of this city, and whicfe deserves to be imitated in other places. It is 
"A catalogue of law books in the different libraries in Rochester on the 
31st August, 1847, wilh references to the s,everal owners of each, by 
William F. Liddle. 8vo., 55 pages: Rochester, 1847." This cafalogne 
conlains the lawbooks in 6.vi private libraries, besides those in the public ' 
library. The catalogue is alphabetical, and under each tide all the 
attorneys owning ihe books are referred to by means of numbers. An 
index of subjects is appended to the catalogue. 



SOHENECT.IDY. 



Union College Librarips — 14,526i!o&. — The college library was found- 
ed (with the college) in 1795, and contains 7,776 volumes. The yeaily 
average number of volumes added to the library for the last ten years is 
468. The annual expediture for books during the same period is $400 39. 
An imperfect catalogue, intended merely for present use while the librarian 
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is iprepariiig one more perfect, was printed in 18i6, (80 pages 12mo.) The 
new catalogue is nearly completed. The library is opened twice a week, 
one hour each time. QSieers, students, and resident graduates are enti- 
tled to the use of the library. About 2^110 volumes are lent out annually, 
Jonathan Pearson, librarian^ 

TKb societies of undergraduates possess 6,7o0 volumes. 

Library oj the, Youn§ Melt's Assodalioti-^S ,^0 vols. 



Public Library — 210 vols. 



Library vf the Yxiung Men^s Associaiion—i,00(f vols, — This associa- 
tion was founded in 1835, The Hhrary contains 4,0Gl) volumes, JSmaps, 
and 40 engravings. The yearly average increase is about ISO voiumes; the 
average expendifiire about ®IO0 per anhum. There is a' small fund of 
$lj800, raised by the sale of life-raeihbership tickets, the interest of which 
goes into the contingent fund for general expenses. The library room is 
36 feet by 18, newspapfT room 4i) by :iO, and one room 36 by 1 8, contain- 
ing 200 volumes of newspapers bound. A catalogue (33 pages 8vo.) was 
iJrinted in 1845. Tbe library is open for the delivery of books from 11 
to 1 o'clock, and from 7 to 9 in the evening, of every weekday. All 
members of the association are entitled to free access to the library, at all 
Ijours of the day, by an annual payment of $2. Clergymen of ail denom- 
. inatinns are honorary members, and entitled to ail the !?enefits of the as- 
sociaiion. Bonks are lent out to members of the association — about 14,000 
annually. About 3,000 persons consult the library annuaiiy without tailing 
away books. 

7%c Lyceum <f Naturtd History possesses a library, besides a valuable 
■cabinet. 



L-i^rary of the Ycung Men's Association — 2,200 vols, 

WEST POINT. 

lAbrary of the XJnitcd Stales Military Academy — 15,000 vols. — This 
iibrary was founded in 1812, and contains (January 1, 18'19) about 15,000 
volumes, exclusive of pamphlets, 
it has, of manuscripts, 4 volumes, 
maps and charts, 100. 
music, 4 volumes, 
engiravings, 55 volumes, 
busts, 4. 
jtainlings, (portraits) 10, 
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Additions to the libmry siace 
In 1838, 250 volumes. 

1839, 602 

1840, 159 " 

1841, 3T7 " 

1842, lOS " 
Averaae, 192 volumes per 

ten yeare, $838 43. There 



In 1843, 171 volumes. 

1844, 50 " 

1845, 130 " 

1 846, 25 " 

1847, 50 'J 
. Average expenditure, for tlie last 

) permanent fund for the increase of tire 
library. There is usually an appropriation made by Congress of $1 ,000 
annually for tiie library, but for the years 1816, 1847, and 1S48, no such 
appropriation was made. The sum of |1,500, however, was given for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1849. 

The library occupies one wing of a gneiss building, of the Eliza- 
bethan style of Gothic architecture, erected in 1840 and 1S4!. The re- 
maining portion of the building contains four public offices and rooms for 
phiiosophical apparatus; the east tower bearing a transit rnstniment, the 
middle one an equatorial telescope, and the west one a mural circle. The 
cost of the entire building was $50,316 86. The libranr-room is 40 feet 
square, with a' gallery and two tiere of cases. Height of room 31 feet. 

The booirs are arranged up.™ the shelves according to subjects— alpha- 
betically under subjects. There are two printed catalogues --the first, 
August, 1822, 22 pp. Svo.; the secimd, 1830, 132 pp. 8vo.; and one in 
manuscript, nearly complete, will probably be printed soon. The library 
is open daily, Sundays excepted, between 8 and 12 a. m., and between 
1 p. m. and sunset. Only members of the institution and officers resi- 
ding at the pi>st are entitled to the use of the books. Cadets may draw 
books on' Saturday, to be returned on the ensuing Monday — at other 
times by special permission of the superintendent in writing. Officers 
can draw four volumes— professors, eight volumes — for a period not exceed- 
ing two mouths. The annual number drawn is on an average 1,^70. 
The yearly average number of persons consulting the library without 
taking out books is between 6,000 and 7,000, excfusive of strangers, of 
■whom there are a good many who visit the library during the summer. 

The officers are a librarian, a member of the acadeniic staff; and an 
assistant hbrarian, a private soldier. The office of librarian is at pres- 
ent (January, 1849) vacant. Andre Freis is the assistant librarian. 

ACADEMY LIBRARIES, (157 IN NUMBER) — 6*j,442 VOLS. 

The annual reports of the Regents of the University of the State of New 
York enable us to give (what we would gladly be able to furnish with 
respect to the other States of the Union) an exact list of the academy 
libraries, with the number of volumes contained in each. 

The volumes in the libraries for the last three years number as follows: 



No. of academies. 


No. of volomes. 


--—• 


In kSdS, 
1.1 1S49, 
111 1850, 


153 academies rejiorted 

154.... do do 


63,363 

0.5, 624 
66, 442 


414 
424 
423 
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The foHowhig list of academies, with the number of vohimes in the 
ncademic libiaiy, and the value of the library, is taken from the (53d anntial 
report of the regents, made to the legislatLue March 1, 1850: 



f r^Iumrs 


Value of lilrary 


^y- 




3S4 


S329 


166 


168 


797 


1, 645 


1,066 


958 0' 


707 


900 


35S 


397 


451 


398.6 


1,837 


1,698 


270 


280 


397 


390 


126 


194 


181 


164 0' 


112 


153 Oi 


153 


381 Oi 


615 


666 Oi 


130 


1.59 & 


587 


650 01 


185 


198 Of 


111 


156 


1,660 


1,220 06 


306 


498 0( 


628 


400 III 


189 


277 01 


125 


180 OL 


307 


374 01 


322 


396 01 


237 


. 272 01 


129 


211 (K 


170 


217 « 


346 


221 0( 


345 


232 Ot 


340 


250 0( 


1,177 


1,000 0( 


325 


225 01 


1,086 


1,100 0( 


474 


461 01 


313 


150 01 


771 


1,026 01 


685 


520 0( 


242 


345 or 


276 


190 00 



Academy at Little Fdls 

Addison Academy. ., 

Albany Academy 

Albany Female Academy 

Albany Female Seminary 

Albion Academy 

Alfred. Academy ■ 

Amenia Seminary 

Ames Academy 

Amsterdam Female Seminary .... 

Argyle Academy 

Auburn Academy 

Auburn Female Seminary 

Augusta Academy 

Aurora Academy. 

Ball Seminary 

Binghaniton Academy 

Brockport Collegiate Institute 

Brookfield Academy 

Brooklyn Female Academy 

Cambridge Washington Academy . 

Canandaigua Academy 

Cwiajoharia Academy 

Canton Academy 

Gary Collegiate Seminary 

Cayuga Academy 

Champlain Academy 

Cherry Valley Academy 

Chester Academy. , . . , 

Claverack Academy 

Clinton Academy 

Clinton Grammar School 

Clinton Liberal Institute 

Clover Street Seminary 

Cortland Academy 

Cortland ville Academy 

Coxsackie Academy 

Delaware Academy 

Delaware Literary Institute , 

De Ruyter Institute 

Dutchess County Academy 

East Bloomfield Academy. 
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LIST OF ACADEMIES— Contbn fid- 



Elmira Academy 

Erasmus Hal! Acadetny , 

Fairfield Academy 

Falley Seminary 

Farqier's Hall Academy 

Fayetteville Academy 

Fort Covington Academy 

Franklin Academy, (Maloiie) 

Franklin Academy, (Prattsburgh). . ,\ . . 

Fredoiiia Academy ; 

Friendsliip Academy 

Gal way Academy ;■ 

Getifesee Wesleyan Seminary ; 

Genesee and Wyoti]ing Seminary 

Geneseo Academy.. ; ; 

iSeno^ Academy 

Gilberts vi lie Academy and Collegiate Instimte 

Glens Falls Academy ..' '..;..,...,.. 

GiHiverneur Wesleyan Seminary . : 

Grammar School of Columbia College . . . 
Graminar Scliool Univ. City of New York. 

Granville Academy 

Greenbush arid gchodack Academy 

Greenville Academy : 

GrOtpn Academy . ; 

Hamiiton Acadelny 

"kaitw^ick Sertiiriaiy 

ilobart Hall lustitnte 

Hnbbardsvilie Academy , 

Hudson Academy 

Ithaca Academy 

JaMestown Afeademy 

Jefferson Academy 

Jefferson County Institute 

Joiinstown Academy ...\ 

Jordan Acadeiny 

KeesSviHe Academy 

Kinderhook Academy 

Kingsboro' Academy 

Kingston Academy , 

Lansingburgh Academy 

Le Roy, Female Seminary 

Jjiberty Normal Institute 

Lowville Academy 



K«. ^f TOlumes 


Value of library. 


mrheacfldemic 




Jibmry. 




34S 


|2SS 00 


2, (f&5 


4% 00 


41)1 


840 00 


202 


190 0» 


3T9 


■ 182 0» 


225 


235 0I» 


l«l 


161 00 


1T3 


213 00 


i, 182 


419 OO 


1,471 


620 IjO 



441 
2u0 
197 
972 
187 
203 
213 
,540 
1,54 
534 



777 
l.« 


300 do 
202 00 


320 


401 m 


■2,5K 


263 00 


37(i 


400 00 


B(J2 


362 00 






217 


188 00 
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Macron Academy 

Manlius Academy 

MayviUe Academy 

Mexico Academy 

JWiddlebiiry Academy 

Millviile Academy 

Monroe Academy 

Montgomery Academy 

Moravia Instit«te 

Mount Pleasant Academy . , 

Munro Academy 

New Berlin Academy 

Kewburgh Academy 

New Paltz Academy..* 

New Yorli Free Academy 

iNoMh Salem Academy 

Kotwich Academy 

Wmida Literary Institute 

Ogdensburgh Academy 

Oneida Confefieijce Seminary ,. . 

Onondaga Academy 

Onlario Female Seminary 

Ovid Academy 

Qwe;go Academy 

O^&rd Academy 

Peekskill Academy 

Phipps Union Seminary 

Kattsburgh Academy 

Pompey Academy ,. 

Poughkeepsie Female Ac'ademy, 
Prattsuille Academy. •...-.. .. . 
Red Greek Union Academy . , . . 

Rensselaer InstiUite. 

Rensseiaerville Academy. 

Rhinebeck Academy ,.., 

Riga Academy ..-.^ 

Rochester Collegiate Insdttite. . . 
Rochester Female Academy . . . . 

Ropjie Academy... ,.. 

Rutgers Female Institute 

Sag Harbor Institute.., 

St. Lawrence Academy 

Sand Laite Academy . . ; , , 

Saiiguoit Academy 



129 
36i 
171 
480 
736 
193 
144 
398 
i2^ 

1,320 
314 
201 
414 
237 
loi stated. 
253 
558 
191 
312 

1, 3^1 
504 
559 
428 
219 

1,219 
2S3 
383 
146 
351 
213 
201 



38(j 
141 
284 
170 
133 
2,303 

95 
649 
242 

83 
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LIST OF ACADEMIES— Contiimed. 



Names of 8 tads m its. 



Schenectady Lyceum and Academy 

Schoharie Academy 

SchHyferville Aeadeaiy 

Serteca Falls Academy 

Seward Female Seminary 

Sherburne Union Academy 

Spencertown Academy 

Spriugville Academy 

S. S. Seward Institute 

Starkey Seminary 

Stillwater Seminary 

Troy Academy 

Troy Female Seminary 

Union Hall Academy 

Union Literary Society 

Union Village Academy 

Utica Academy 

Utica Female Academy 

Vernon Academy 

Wallkill Academy 

Walwofth Academy 

Washington Academy . .- , 

Westfield Academy 

Whitehall Academy 

Whitesboro' Academy 

Whitestown Seminary 

Wilson Collegiate Institute 

Windsor Academy 

Yates Academy 

Totals 



SCHOOL DISTIIICT LIBRARIES, (8,070 IN NUMBER) — 1,33S,S4S VOLUMES. 

" The number of volumes in the^ school district libraries was, in 1844, 
1,145,250; in 1845, 1,203,139; in 1846, 1,310,986; and in 1847, 1,338,848. 

" Selections for the district libraries are made Irom the whole range of 
literature and science, with the exception of controversial books, political 
or religious. History, biography, poetry; philosophy, mental, moral and 
natural-; fiction — indeed every dejKirtment of human knowledge contri- 
butes its share to the district school library. The object of this great 
charity was not merely to furnish books for children, but to establish iis 
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all the school districts a misc'enaneous library suited to the tastes and 
characters of every age." 

" By means of this diffusive henevoleiice, the light of knowledge pene- 
trates every portion of the State, and the sons of our farmers, merchants, 
mechanics, and laborers have daily access to many well-selected books, 
ofwhich, but for this sagacious policy of oui State, a majority of them 
would have never heard. If knowledge i=i power, who can calculate the 
energy imparted to the people of this State by the district school and dis- 
trict library?" JSee Annual Report of the Superintendent of Common 
Schoofs, January 2, 18^9.] 

" In 1835 the .districts were, by act of legislature, authorized to tax 
themselves $20 each the first year, and |l(i each year afterwards, for the 
establishment of a library. But few districts availed themselves of this 
privilege. In 1838 it was made imperative upon each district, tlie State 
paying half of the sum." These libraries are "not so much for the 
benefit of children attending school as^or those who have completed their 
common-school education. Its main design was to throw into school 
districts, and to place within the reach of all their inhabitants, a collection 
of good works on subjects calculated to enlarge their understandings, and 
store their minds with useful knowledge." [Report, 1836.] 

NEW JERSEY. 

BURLINGTON. 

College Library — 1,000 )!o&.— Founded A. D. 1846; contains about 
1,000 volumes, 3 MSS., 25 maps and charts, a good collection of sacred 
music, and several hundred coins. No catalogue has been printed. Tha 
library is open daily from 3 to 4 p. m. Books are freely lent, mostly to 
students, to be returned in a week. The college is yet in its infancy, 
and of course no annual average of expenditure or use can be stated. 
Rev. A. Frost, librarian. 



lAbrnry of the New Jersey Historical Society— S25 vols. — The society 
was instituted in 1845. The library was definitely located in Newark in 
the year 1846. It contains" 825 volumes, 410 pamphlets, 760 manu- 
scripts, 20 maps, 8 portraits, and several engravings. Th'e larger por- 
tion of the collection has been presented. About $150 per annum have 
been appropriated ,to the pnrchase of books and MSS. The society occu- 
mes a room in a building erected by the Newark Library Association. 
The room is 48 feet by IS, and 13^ high. No catalogue of its collections 
has been printed. There is no specified time for the opening of the 
library. Members have access on application to the librarian. The books 
are not lent out. Samuel H, Pennington, librarian. 

The Library Institution— 3,000 vols.— This insritution was chartered 
by the State in 184-. The library contained in 1849 3,000 volumes, 
open to the public on the most liberal terms. A handsome building has 
been erected expressly for the institution. W". A. Whitehead, secretary. 
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Ru/g-ers College Library — 8,Q0O jipfe.— Itnlgcrs College was founded 
in 1770. The library was commenced about the year 1807, and ceiiiaiiis 
{January, 1849) not far from 8,000 volumes. It increases at the rate of 
about 150 volumes pet annum. 

Persons enliiled to use the library are: oflicers of the institution, 
gratuitously; studenia of the college, and of liie theological school, by 
paying one dollar per anniim. I*(one except profesisors and students are 
allowed (o take books from the library. The -number that consult the 
library without taking hocJis is very Umited. Professor C. K. Van 
Remoadt, librarian. 



LAjceuin Library — 1,000 vols. 



Libraries t)f the Ci^llege of Neitp J>rsep—lQfiQi) vols.— The College of 
New Jersey was founded in 1746. The college library was commenced 
as early as 1755, but was entire.ly consumed in 1801 by the fire which 
destroyed the college building. The present library (August, 1849) con- 
tains 9,000 volumes, and upwards- It hits a colleeiion of maps, and also 
a .small one of medals and coins, and has lately received more than 8,000 
8ulphurets-T-fac-simiIes of ancient i^man and other coins.. For soma 
years past about $400 per annum haye been expended for the pur- 
chase of books. 'We library is kept in a room (iG feet by 33, and is ar- 
ranged according to subjects. There is no printed catalogue, except 
one printed in 1700, in 12mo. The library is open twice a week — one 
hour each time. Persons entitled to the use of the library are, the in- 
structors and students of the college and theological seminary, and resi- 
dent graduates. Books are lent put, pud occasionally to persons at a dis- 
tance. Professor Q. M. Giger, librarian, 

^'lielre are connected with the college two literary societieis possessing 
libraries — namely: the Ampricap Whig Society has 3,500 volumes; the 
Cliospphic Society 3,50Q volumes. (Jaeh of these societies has a hand- 
some building, erected explusivply for its purposes by its members. Both 
are conducted with rouch spirit- 

Librttry of the Ttisologiral ^inmary — 9,000 vols.'— This institution 
went into operation in the year 1812, with a small number of books. 
The present numbei" of volumes ^nay be from 8,000 to 10,000, mostly 
theological, including all the Polyglots and most of ihe Feathers, besides 
a very valuable coUeciipn of about 1,000 volumes of bound pamphiels, 
collected mostly by one individuaL. It is a very choice and valuable 
library. Most oi the bpolts have been presenled; there js, thefefore, no 
uniformity. in the number of books added yearly. No certain sum is de- 
voted annually<<p the purchase of books. The average annual expendi- 
ture would not exceed $200. On one occasion a private library was'pur- 
chased for about one thousand dollars. 

A beautiful Gothic building, SO feet by 50, of brown stone, has been 
erected by the liberality of a. single individual. The floors are of marble. 
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The roof is slated. The whole, except the vestibule, is in one room, 
with a-gallery. There are alcoves on the two sides of the room. 

Tiie'arrangemen't of tlie Books is partly by sribjects, but not uniformly. 
The library is open twice a week for taking out books; and every day, 
Sunday excepted, for coiisnjtalipn. The professors and students of the 
seihinary and »f J\W Jersey College are eniiiled to the iise of the 
library. The in.slitiition isconriecteu -with t!ie Presbyterian denomina- 
tion. Rev. A. Alexander, S. T. D., librarian. 



Slate Lihiaty — 6,000 lo/s — This iibiaiy was organized in 1824, and 
contains 5,IIH0 volumes li has oiif volume, ot -ihoutbOOpiges, of loiters 
in manuscript, nioat uf them liom men who ser\ed their country m 
tl e Resolution — a number ot General Washington's 

Theie is ^n annual appropriation of $250 for the piirchise ot books 
The library occupies ail apartment in the Stale Hoj^sp Two cat 
alogues have b(.pn prnited^^e first in 18?8, ^6 paejos Svo , ihf second 
111 lS47, 37 pages 8\o The hbrary is open duly during the se-. 
siona of the legislature and the tJ tdte courts, and also ot the United States 
Courts which ^it at Treilton The person=! entitled io ihe use of the 
books are, officers bf the executive depaitment, members of the legisla 
iiire, and members of the New Jersey hix VVilliam D Hart, State 
Ubia)Ldn 

PhtlomaUiean Lih7ajy— 300 tols — The Philomathean Society of Tren 
ton Academy h-is begun to collect a Iibiaiy, by the yoluntary contribu 
tions of Its memhpra and otheii About 300 volumeo have already Ipeen 
received 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

ALLEGHANY CtTY. 

Lihrary of the Western Theoh^cal Sermn&ry of th« Presbyteiiun 
GhuTch — 5,0011 xols — The hbrary was founded m 1827, when the msn 
tution commenced its operations, and qpntains (January, ISi'^') 5,000 vol 
unies The increase dnnpg ttfe I^st te'a years has been small A Itgicy 
his been left, to be perpan^ijtly mves^tt end applied to the inrjrEa'ie of 
the libr-iiT It will probably yi^ld ab^out ^.'flO or $),00 per annum, and 
■will booii be avaiidlfle 

The library is in one of t|ie wings of the seminsry edifice, on the third 
Story. The base oi the hbfary is a flooi projecfing some six feel from the 
wall, with arailing on its maligin The centre is open ttom the floor of 
the second slory It was designed, in the construttion of ine building, 
for a hbraiy room Its mateii^l is brick, and its dimensiops pre 56 by 
30 feet, height, H feet from the flooi, and 3d or 24 feet fiom the floor of 
the. second story in the centre. > 

The books are arranged upon'ihe shelves according to size. Around the 
ceiling, above the shelves, is abroad border, on which the tetters of the 
alphabet are printed— one above each tier of sjielves. On the margin of 
each shelf, small letters are placed in alphabetical order. On the back of 
each book is inscribed its Bumber on its appropriate shelf. On the inside 
of the cover is this same number, together with the large and small letters. 
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and the whole uumber as it advances, with the name of the institution. 
In the catalogue the books are arranged according to subjects; each book, 
under its appropriate divisiori, having the number apd letters referring to 
its tier and shelf. Thus, by a reference from the catalogue, every book 
may readily be found, and, by the marks on the book ^ may quickly be 
returned to its place. The whole number is of no further use in the plan 
than to indicate the number of books in the library There is as yet no 
printed catalogue, btit a good one in manuscript. 

The library is opened, statedly, onto a week, and keptopen on^ hour 
each time. The professors and students only are entitled to its use. By 
courtesy the use may be allowed to others. The faculty have the super- 
vision of the library: they appoint "one of the students annually to attend to 
the duties of librarian. Rev. David Elliott, D. D., senior professor. 



Jejferson College Libraries — 10,000 vols. — The catalogue of the college 
for 1848 contains the following statement -with reference to the libraries: 

" The college library is not large, but contains a considerable number 
of rare and valuable books. Important additions have recently been made 
to it, and efficient measures taken for its enlargement. 

" The literary societies are in a flourishing condition^ and are proba- 
bly unsurpassed by any similar associations. They are ornaments to the 
college, and valuable auxiliaries in the mental training of the students. 
Their hails are commodious and handsomely furnished, and their libraries 
extensive and well selected." 

This college was founded in 1802, and the number of volumes in the 
three libraries is given in the American Almanac for 1850 as 10,000. 

The Theological Seminary at Vanonsburg — 2,000 vols — This seminary 
went into operation in 1S31. and was incorporaled in 1833. It is ur(,der 
the direction of the associated Presbyterian church. The library is said 
to contain 2,000 volumes. 



Dickinson College Libraries— li,5o0 vols. — The college library was 
founded with the college in 1782, and contains 5,050 volumes. For the 
last ten years the average increase has been 120 volumes per annum; 
the expenditure for books, $100 per annum. 

The books are arranged according to subjects, following the system of 
Bmnet. The library is open once a week for an hour, and is free to all 
connected with the college. There is nO printed catalogue. J. U. Mar- 
shall, librarian. 

There are two socieries of students possessing valuable libraries, namely: 
the BeUes-Lettres Society, 6,000 volumes ; the Union Philosopliical So- 
ciety, 4,500 volumes. 



Library — 1,000 vols. 



,/Google 



109 [120] 



Lafayette College Libraries— B ,A(i2 wofe.— The coHege library, begun 
in 1833, contains (January, 1849) only about 402 volumes. The libra- 
ries of the literary' societies (the Franklin and r) are larger and val- 
uable, containing together about 5,000 voiames. The college was founded 
in 1832. Professor J. N. Coffin, librarian. 

The Easton Library — 3,751 vols. — T.his library was founded in 1811. 
It contains, (1850,) besides 3,751 volumes of printed books, a small num- 
ber of manuscripts, maps, engravings, and coins. It increases slowly 
from the proceeds of a semi-Einnual . tax upon the proprietors, amounting 
to about 75 dollars a year.- A brick building, 60 feet by 35, forming one 
room 17 ftet high, was erected for the library in 1811. The library is 
open Tuesdays and Saturdays from 3 to 5 o'clock. About 1,500 books 
are lent out each year. Peter Baldy, librarian. 



T/te Irvivg Literary Ins'itute was formed July 4, 1839, aiid incor- 
porated in 1847. The hbrary contains 1,015 volumes. Thafundsare 
raised by a semi-auiiual assessmjent of members and the loan of books. 
The amount will average $50 per annum. Voluntary subscriptions are 
occasionally made for the library. The institute occupies two roon^s in 
the court house — a large hall for weekly meetings, and a private room for 
the library. A catalogue (16 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 1848. The library 
is open every Saturday, from 6 to 9 o'clock p. m. The members of the 
institute, and subscribers at $2 per annum, have free' access to the books. 
The institute maintains a course of free lectures every winter. They 
have been well attended. Lucian EuSt, secretary. 

FALLSINGTON, BUCKS COUNTY. 

77(6 Fallsington TAbrary Company was founded and incorporated in 
1802. The 1st article of its constitution provides, that "no book or 
boolifs shall ever be introduced into this library which shall have been 
written with an intention to discredit, the Christian religion, or bring into 
disrepute any society or denomination thereof," Ikch member pays the 
sum of $5 entrance fee, and an annual assessment of,$l. The present 
number of shareholders is 45. Number of volumes in the library, 1,650. 
Sum expended for books annually, $25. [See constitution of the F. L. 
Co., 12 pp. 12mo., Doylestown, 1836; and catalogue of books belonging 
to the F. L., 31 pp. 12mo.^ Newtown, 1S44.] 

GETTY SB tTRG. 

Pennsylvania College. Libraiies — 6,373 vols.— T\iq coHege library 
commenced with the college in 1832, and contains (in 1S49) 1,773 vol- 
umes, about. 50 medals, and 400 or 500 coins. About 100 volumes are 
added annually. About 80 to 100 dollars are expended yearly for books. 
The library occupies a room in the, college edifice 42 feet by 22. it is 
epened oni;e a week for about au hour. Professors, tutors, resident 
graduates, and students, are entitled t« use the boolts; others can borrow 
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books through an officer of thg institution. There are two literary socie- 
ties (the Phrenakosmian and Philomatbaian,) having libraries of about 
2j000 volnraes each; a scientific socieiy, witli 200 ynhimes; and a Ger- 
man society, with 4O0 vokimes in the Germaii language: making an ag- 
fregate of 6,373 volumes connected wilh the college. Professor M. L. 
toever, librarian. 

Libianj of tine Theological Semtnan/ of the General Synod of the 
EvangeUcal Lutheran Ohiirch in the United States. — The library was 
begun in 1835, and coiitains about 8,500 volumes, and, a few MSS. The 
additions during the last ten years amount to about 800 volumes. There 
is no printed catalogue. The library is opened for the use ot the students 
every Saiurday, one hour. The constitution limits its use to the faculty 
and students of the institution. By courtesy the professors of Pennsyl- 
vania CoUege, located in the same town, are allowed the use of the 
books. The use is in all cases gratuitous. S. S. Schraucker, chairman 
of the faculty. 

HARRIS BURG. 

Pennsylvania Sta'e Z/ifottry— 10,000 vols. — This library was founded 
.28th February, 1SI6, and contains, at present, about 10,000 volumes. It 
occupies two rooms in the capitol, each about 40 feet long by 30 wide and 
20 high. A catalogue was printed in 1839, containing 168 pages 8vo. 
The library is open during (he session of the legislature and supreme 
coun,. daily from 9 a. m to 1 p. m., and from 3 p. m. to 5 p ra. Books . 
are lent out to officers of the Stale government and members ot the legis- 
lature. Strangers can read in the library, but are not by law permitted to 
take out books. James Johnston, librarian. 



Union lAbrary — 3,430 Ws.— The Union Libraiy Company of Ilat- 
boixiugh, Montgomery county, was founded in the year 1755, and incor- 
porated in 1787. The library contains (1850) 3,430 volumes. It in- 
creases at the rale of about 100 volumes annually. There has been no 
permanent fund till quite recenily. Nathan Holt left by will a donation 
of $5,000, of which he directed $3,000 to the purchase of a lot of ground, 
and the ereciion of a suitable building thereon. The remaining $'^,000 is 
to be placed out on landed security, and the interest devoted to the pur- 
chase of books. In 1849 a stone building wase):ected,.for the above men- 
tioned $3,000. li is 33 teet by 40, and finished after the plan of 
the Mercantile Library of Philadelphia, in one room 16 feet high. There 
is a printed ■catalogue, (64 pp. 8vo.) of which five editions have been 
issued. It includes a historical account of the institulion, its constitu- 
tion, by laws, &c. The library is statedly open two days in the week. 
Any person, by consent of the directors, may become a member on 
the payment of .$10 and an annual tax of one dollar. Strangers and non- 
subscribers are allowed to use the books in the building, at the discretion 
of the librarian. Joseph Morton, librarian. 



The Swatara Literary Association has lately been formed at Jones- 
town, the object of which, as stated in the second article of^the conatilu- 
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tion, is " to establish a library aftd museum, and to encourage such exer- 
cises as will tend to spread general and useful information." 

LANCASTER. 

Franldin Cojlege Library, — Tilts college has a small Hbraiy of 750 
volumes, including pamphlets. P, A. Muhlenberg, jr., librarian. [See 
Marshall College, Mercersburg.] 

The library of ihe Mechanics^ Institute in this place contains 2,000 
volumes. [See Rupp's History' of Lancaster County.] 

Juliana Library. — A library was established here in )770 by Thomas 
Penn, and named, froi:p his wife, the Juliana Library. [Ludewig, in the 
Serapeiim.\ 



Lfiirisbur^ Unwersiti/ Library — 6(10 vols. — Tiiis library was commenced 
in 1849. A subscription of about glU,(IOO has been made for the in- 
crease of the library; and it will become available, by instalments, within 
the next three years. Professor Oeorge R. BlisS; librarian. 

MEADVILLE. 

Alleghany College Libraries — 8,000 vols.—The college was founded in 
1815, It possesses in its libraries about 8,000 volumes. The college 
library is composed almost entirely of three bequests — the first in point of 
size by Hon. James Winthrop, LL. D., of Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
who died in 1821; the second, by the Rev. William Bentley, D. D., of 
Salem, Massachusetts; the third, by Isaiah Thomas, esq., LL. D., of 
Worcester, Massachusetts. A catalogue of the library (130 pp. 8vo.) was 
prepaj-ed and printed in 182S by the Rev. Timothy Alden, who also com- 
piled the catalogues of the libraries of the Massachusetts and New York 
Historical Societies. In the Alleghany Library catalogue each bequest is 
separately registetedj under the name of its giver. 

" In the catalogue, the intelligent will perceive that there is an exten- 
sive range of the best editions of the Greek and Roman Classics, and of 
the ancient Fathers'of the Christian Chmch; that there are books in thirty 
dilferent languages, ancient and modern, with lexicons and grammars; 
and elementary boolcs for studying most of them; and that in history, 
ancient and modern, in belles-letires, and other branches df literature and 
science, there is a most excellent collection." [See Remarks of Mr. 
Alden, Catalogue, p. 136.] 

The Library of the Meadville TheolDgit-al Sc/iod — 5 ,300 «o/s. — Tliis in- 
stitution is under the'direction of the Unitarian Co ngregatinna lists. The 
library was founded simultaneously with the school, in J 844, and con- 
tains 5, 300 volumes. For the five years since the library was established, 
nearly 900 voUimes per annum on an average have be.en added to it. 
Somewhat more than $250 from the funds of the schoo.' have annually 
been appropriated for the purchase of books. 

The library is open twice a week— one hour each time. Students and 
officers of the institution are entitled t9 the use of the books. A discre- 
tionary power of lending to any literary gentleman is vested in the fac- 
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uity, and lias always been exercised when applied for. No charge is 
made for the use of the library. Between 3,o6o and 3,000 books are lent 
out annually. The number is increasing with the growth of the library. 
The private libraries of the officers of the school areas largely eompoeed 
of works of reference, and as freely open to students, as the public library. 
They contain about 3,700 volumes. Professor P. Iluidekoper, librarian. 



Library of the Theological Seminary^ of the German Eef'irmed Symd 
nf Nfrrth America — 6,000 v'ds.—The library was cximmenced with the 
seminary, in 1825. It contains at present (1850) about 6,000 volumes, 
mostly in German. The increase has been smaSl — not more than 50 vol- 
umes per annum. No catalogue has been printed. The library is open 
one hoar each week, A. fee is charged to the students for the use of the 
library. John W". Nevln, D. D., senior professor. 

Marshall College. Libraries — 7jO0O vols. — The college library contains 
about 1,006 volumes. The Diagnothian Society has a library of 3,000 
volumes, and the Goethean Society also has abont 3,000 volumes. Each 
of these libraries is in a separate hall. 

The college library is distributed among the professors— each professor 
having charge of those books pertaining to his own department. Thera 
is at present no room appropriated to the books. The insritntion was 
chartered. in 1835. 

Measures have been taken for uniting this college with Franklin Ool 
lege, Lancaster. The corporate name will be Franklin and Marshall 
College. The success of this plan will depend upon the raising of 
$25,000 for the erection of buildings in Lancaster, and $15,000 for the 
endowment of a professorship in Pennsylvania College, Gettysburg. 



NORRISTOWN. 



The Librm-y Company — 2,515 vo's. — The Norristown Library Com- 
pany was founded in May, 1796, and (in 1^-50) possesses 2,515 volumes, 
(to wit: 4 folios, 30 quartos, 873 oclavos, and 1,609 duodecimos, besides 
phamphlets.) There is no permanent fund. There is an annual income 
of about eighty dollars arising from an assessment of one dollar upon each 
shareholder. The sum thus obtained is mostly devoted to the purchase 
of books. In 1835 a small wooden bnilding was erected expressly for 
the library; it is 15 feet six inches square. A catalogue (40 pp. ISmo.) 
was prinied in 1836. The library is open every day. Shareholders pay 
^5 for a share, and $1 annual tax. Cooks are lent, for a small charge, to 
ether persons; About 200 are thus lent annually. R. Adamson, librarian. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

The Library Compmiy and tlie Loganian Liin-ary — 60,000 vols. — Tfie 
following feels of general interest, respeeling lh» history of this venerable 
and useful institution, are extracted from an article written for VVatdie's 
Portfolio, by John J. Smith, esq., the librarian' 
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^' The first entry in the records of the Library Company, is in the fol- 
lowing words: 

'" Thd minutes of me, Joseph Breintnall, secretary to the directors of the 
Library Company of Philadelphia, with such of the minutes of the 
same directors as they order me to make, begun on the Sth day of 
November, ]73L By virtue of the deed or instrument of the said com- 
pany, dated the first day of July last. 

" The said instrument being completed by fifty subscriptions, I sub- 
scribed. my name to the following summons or notice which Benjamin 
Franklin sent by a messenger, vis: 
" < To Benjamin Franltlin, Thomas Hopkinson, WiUiam Parsons, Philip 

Syng, jr., Thomas Ciodfrey, Anthony Nicholas, Thomas Cadwalader, 

John Jones, jr., Robert Grace, and Isaac Penington. 
" 'Gentlemen: Thesubscription to the library being completed, yon, the 
directors appointed in the instrument, are desired to meet this evening at 
6 o'clock, at the house of Nicholas Scull, to take bond of the treasurer for 
the faithful performance of his trust, and to roasider of and appoint a 
proper time for the payment of the' money subscribed, and other matters 
relating to the said library. 

" 'JOS. BREINTNALL, Secretary. 

'[ ' Philadelphia, November 8, 1831.' 

" At tbis meeting a treasurer, William Coleman, duly executed a bond 
with sureties, and Benjamin Franklin proposed that the said Coleman at- 
tend at snitable places to receive the subscription moneys; which, says 
our secretary, * it was the general opinioa should not be delayed, lest the 
directors be disappointed in sending it to England tbis fall to j.urchase 
books, or that other disappointments, prejudicial to the library design, 
should happen by delays or negligence on any hand.' 

"The price of a share was fixed at forty shillings, and on the first even- 
ing of attendance for that purpose ten' persons appeared and paid the 
amount of their subscriptions. Several individuals, however, were dila- 
tory in meeting their engagements, and B. Franklin printed and sent 
tliem notice either to pay on a certain evening, or signify their determina- 
tion to relinquish the copartnership. Much difficulty and no little for- 
bearance appears to have been the lot of the directors and treasurer, ill 
collecting from someof the original subscribers; but, satisfied of ttie utility^ 
of the project, at a meeting on the 89th of IVIarcb, 1732, the sum in band 
being ' above half the amount originally intended to be raised, it was con.' 
eluded to be the interest of all concerned to send for some of the boofes 
immediately. Thomas Godfrey, at this meeting, informed the directors 
that Mr. James Logan had heard of the plan, and would willingiy give 
his advice in the choice of books; the minute on the subject is in these 
words: 'Upon this information, 'I'homas Godfrey was requested to return 
the thanks of the comnnttee to Mr. Logan for his generous ofi'er; and 
the committee esteeming Mr. Logan to be a gentleman of universal learn- 
ing, and the best judge of books in these parts, ordered that Thomas 
Godfrey should wait on him and request him to favor them with a cata- 
logue of suitable books against to morrow evening, which T. G, raadily 
agreed to do.' 

Mis.— 8 
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" WttU the advice of Mr. Logan the hst was made out, and Robert 
Grace, 'to expedite the affair,' agreed to draw on Peter Coiiinson, mercer, 
in Gracious street, London, for ' SA5 sterhng at 65 per cent, advanee the 
current rate,' in favor of and to be remitted by Thomas Hopkinsoii, then 
about sailing for England, with directions to purchase as many volumes 
as he could for the money. The cafalogue of this first effort evinces con- 
siderable judgment, and was very carefully prepared wish a view to faciii- 
tate the acquisition of knowledge in (he various departments required by 
the wants of a young community. 

"In October, 1732, the first importation of books was received by Captain 
Carnock in good order. T. Hopkinson inforiaed the directors that he had 
received advice from T. Cadwalader and P. Coiiinson in adding and 
omitting various books; and that ' Peter Colfinson, who had given great 
assistance, had moreover made the company a present of two valuable 
books.' His claim is thus established of having been the first donor to 
the yet infant library. 

" The importance of the step thus taken, although it was on a smalt 
scale, can be jnstly appreciated only by a knowledge of the fact,, 
which is stated in the reply to Peter Colfinson, that there was no niauner 
of provision made by the goveintnent for public education, either in this 
or the neighboring provinces, ' nor so much as a good bookseller's shop 
nearer than Boston.' 

" The books were taken lo 'Robert Gmce's chamber, at his house in 
Jones's alley,' and there placed on the shelves, a catalogue made out, and 
Dr. franklin undertntik !o print the blank promissory notes for the libra- 
rian to fill up, and get subscribed by those to whom he lent books. The 
rules and regulations adopted were few and simple. The first librarian, 
Louis Timothee, gave attendance from 3 to 3 on Wednesdays, and 
on Saturdays from 10 till 4, He was allowed to permit ' any civil 
gentleman to peruse the books of the library in the library-room, but not 
to lend or lo suffer to be taken out of the library, by any person who is 
not a subscribing member, any of the said books, Mr. James Ijigan only 
excepted.' Timothee, it appears, occupied Grace's house, and be was to 
receive at the expiration of three months 'three pounds lawful money cer- 
tain,' and a further ' reasonable reward,' as should be agreed on in con- 
sideration of services and rent. 

"In December, 1732, several new apphcants presented themselves, and 
were admitted. Dr. Frankhn produced the printed catalogue, which he 
presented without charge. 

" The original number of fifty subscribers was not completed till the 
22d February, 1733, when Joseph Growden signed the constitution, be- 
ing the fiftieth member. 

" William Rawle appears to have been the first American donor, having, 
on the 12th of March, 1733> presented 'six volumes or books of the 
works of Mr. Edmund Spenser.' 

"On the IStii of May, of the same year, it was agreed by a committee 
of directors to draw up an address to Thomas Penn, proprietor, ' in order 
for his countenance and protection in an affair so useful and well intended 
as the library, and which the proprietor signified through his secretary, 
Mr- George, that he approved and designed to encourage.' 

"Mr, Penn replied that he took the address 'kindly,' with the assurance 
thatiie should be always ready to promote any undertaking so useful. 
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He pfesEiited several articles to the iiistiJution, and it is to the honor of 
the proprietary family ihat they promoted the design as long as they con- 
tinued lo preserVB any influence in the province. 

" Mr. Timolhee having vacated his office, Benjamin FrankHn, o*ie of 
his sureties, offered to take his situation for the current year, in considera- 
tion of Tjmotheo's having been serviceable to him; he occupied the sta- 
tion of librarian for three months and a day, and was succeedeet by, Wil- 
liam Parsons.. Paring thft period of Franklhi's service as librarian, the 
room was agreed to be open but once a week, on Satufdays from four to 
eight — it having been ottser-ved that borrowers rarely came op Wednes- 
days, and four hours were found amply sufficient to stipply all applicanty. 
The librarian's salary was then reduced to S&. 

■" The increase of books was supposed to raise the value of a share an- 
nually ten shillings, and I find the price gradually increased. 

" On the 12ih of December; 1737, the directors were informed by the 
secretary that the proiwietor was pleased to say that nothing remained to 
delay his grant of a lot of ground he intended to bestow on the company 
for their library. In May, 1738,. a letter was received from John Penn, 
with a present of an air-pump. The first paragraph conveys information 
highly honorable to the company,' It is dated London, 3Lst of Jantiaiy, 
1738, and begins: 

" 'Genti-emen: If always gives me pleasure when I think of the Library 
Company of Philadelphia, as they were the first that encouraged knowl- 
edge, and learning in the province of Pennsylvania.' 

"A suitable leply and a vote of thanks for the lot and the air-pump were 
ordered to be returned to the genemus dorior. The pump excited con- 
siderabie curiosity among the citizens — frequent notices of application to 
borrow ii being niiiiuted; a commiteewas appointed to provide a case and 
frame for it, with glass lightsin the door, 'to look ornamental in the library- 
room.' 

" The first, and , I regret to add, one of the very few presents of money 
made to the inStiiutiou, was from Dr. Walter Sydserfe, of Antigua, ill 
1738, who, having the sum of J'SS 6s. 8d. due him in this country, gen- 
erously presented it to the company. In June, 1739, the number of mem- 
bers had been increased ta 74. 

" On the 7th of April, 1740, the books were removed to 'the upper room 
of the westernmost office of the State-house' — the use of which had been 
lately granted to the company by the assembly. 

" In a catalogue printed in 1741, in my possession, there is a short ac- 
count of the state of the institution. Shares were then granted at the 
price of £6 iOs. In this year, John Penn, esq., presented a microscope 
and camera obscura, still in the company's possession. 

" In 1746, Samuel Norris bequeathed the company £20. 

"From 1748 to 1752) many of the minutes are missing, and I have 
only to note the reception of a telescope and a number of valuable books 
from Thomas Penn, esq. 

" In 1752, ' a noble present of ancient medals' was received through 
Mr. Peters from Mr. Gray, member of Parliament for Colchester. 

"In 1762 Charles Thomson, who afterwards became Secretary to 
Congress, was elected a director, and in April the long expected patent 
from thePennsfora lot of ground in Chestnut street, near Ninth, was re- 
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ceived. The lot was enclosed with- a post- and -rail fence, and contiiitied 
for many years to yield a small revenue. On Or. Franklin's return from, 
Europe he was unadimously re-elected a director by the board, to supply 
the place of Samuel Shoemaker, resigned. 

" On the 14th of February, 1763, the celebrated John Dickinson was 
elected a director. In an address to John Penn, November 21, 1763, oc- 
curs the following paragraph: ' The encouragements the library met with 
in its infancy have had good effects. Many other libraries, alter our ex- 
ample and on our plan, have been erected in this and the neighboring prov- 
inces, whereby useful knowledge has been more generally diffused m 
these remote cowers of the earth. 

" Some dissatisfaction is noted at this period at the .new regulations, by 
which members were prevented from coming into the library and tEdting 
down books; in consideration of which it was ' Resolved, That the libra- 
rian should prepare a bond, which should be tendered to every member 
who should desire the priviii-ge of entering the library and examining the 
books there, at the hoursof attendance on Saturdays, by which he should 
bind himself to be answerable for his proportionable part of the loss that 
may arise from %ny books being lost or stoleoutof the library.' 

"This appears to have had the desired effect; as, however anxious 
nienibeis might have been to consult the books, Ihey could not be sup- 
posed wiliiirg to join in the librarian's responsibility for losses. 

" 1767. Mr. Hopkinson visiting England, the directors, in order not to 
lose his services on his. return, were allowed to appoint a proxy. He 
brought home with him afew rare books, purchased by Dr. Franklin, 
with the company's money, and a present from Benjamin West, ' for- 
merly,' says the minute, 'of this city, but now of London, historical 
painter: a wonian's hand, taken from pn Egyptian mummy, in good pres- 
ervation,' This hand, which has sometimes been called Cleopatra's, is 
still in the building, and, notwithstanding the length of time which it 
has been exposed to the action of the air, is in perfect preservation, 

"1768. On the 20ih of February, 1768, a law was enacted for ad- 
mitting new members for the sum of j^lO. 

"1769. At a meeting of the directors, .February 13rh, 1769, the fm- 
iowing gentlemen, viz: George Roberts, Jonathan Shoemaker, James 
Pearson, Charles Jervis, David Evans, Anthony Morris, jr., and Moses 
Bartram, being a committee of the Union Library Company of Philadel- 
phia, waited ou the board, to signify .their approbation of the plan which 
had been some time in agitation, of uniting, the two institutions. The 
directors replied, 'that they thought such a scheme might better answer 
the intention of public libraries, than if they were to continue in separate 
bodies;' and on the 13th of March a law was. enacted, giving the directors 
' full power and authority to admit the membei^ of the Union Library 
Company,' &c. 

" Of the value of this accession, of books I have no data to form a 
judgment. The Union Company owned the house in Third street, where 
their books had beeii kept, and'ic was for a considerable period a source of 
revenue, unlit sold. Benjamin Franklin, at this time in London, handed 
the orders for books to William Strahan for shipment. 

"The institution having now acquired additional consequence by the 
acftession of new members, and an increase of books, the board petitioned 
the assembly of the province for permission to erect on some part of the 
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State-house lot siich a building as wouid prove an ornament to tlie city, 
and continue to accommodate tlietr rapidly increasing library. This ap- 
plication was refused; and at a general meeting of the company, con- 
vened by advertisement, on the 6Lh of October, 1771, it was deemed in- 
expedient to build elsewhere, and the project. was for the present suffered 
to rest. It was not tiii the 25th of September, 1769, that the room was 
opened three days in the week; these days were Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, for four houts each, and two librarians were then appoint- 
ed, viz: lohn de Maurengault and Ludowick Sprogell, at an annual sal- 
ary of .^30 each. 

"1771, Another junction was formed in 1771, with the. Association 
Library Company, but there are no data by which to judge of the extent 
of this instituiion. The Amicable Company, also admitted aboqt this 
time, is only casually mentioned, and the two collections were probably 
■of no great value. 

" 1773. Early in the year 1773, the second floor of Carpenters' Hall 
was rented, and the books removed from the room jn the State-house, 
which was now too smalt for their accommodation; the library was then 
first opened daily, from two o'clock till ^even, under the charge of 
Charles'Cist, at an annua! salary of ,^^60. The books were here first 
placed behind the protection of latticed doors. The increase of the cab- 
inet of coins seems to have been a favorite project: a great number are 
noted as having been presented from time to time. In October, 1773, 
several specimens of minerals, and 53 curious coins, were presented by 
Edward Pole. Unfortunateiy, the secretary, in reporting the gift, was 
■obliged to add the following meniorandum; 'but the library being entered 
by some thief (as supposed) last night, he carried off all the coins and 
tokens, together with some change which was left in the drawer.' Mr. 
Pole, however, received the thanks of the <Jireclors, and the articles were 
advertised, but never recovered, 

"1774. On the 31st of August, 1774, it was, 'upon motion, ordered 
that the librarian furnish the gentlemen who are to meet in congress in 
this city, with such books as they may have occasion for during their 
sitting, taking a receipt for them,' Congress enjoyed this privilege during 
the whole period of its sittings in Philadelphia, and the members expe- 
rienced much inconvenience from the want of a similar institution forref- 
Srence after removing to Washington, before a good library had been col- 
lected in the capitol. The members of the legislature of Pennsylvania 
likewise enjoyed the use of the books for a long period, free of charge. 

" 1 776. In May, 1776, an advertisement appeared in the Pennsylvania 
Gazette, and other journals, requesting a general meeting of the com- 
pany, in order to consider of the propriety of empowering the directors to 
remove the'books and effects oif the company in case any event of the 
war should make that measure necessary. Two attempts to get together 
enough members to pass sticb a law failing, the books remained, and 
were unmolested. 

" The British army had possession of Philadelphia from September 26, 
1777, to June 18, 1778, but it does not appear that the company sus- 
tained any loss from those who composed it. The officers, without ex- 
ception, left deposiles, and paid hire for the books borrowed by them. 

"1777. In 1777 the library room was occupied by the sick soldiery, 
and Messrs. AUsoU; Jones, and Hughes were 'appointed a committee, on 
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the 11th of March, to wait on Genera! 'Gates, commanding officer in this 
city, in order to pmcire, if possible, an order for their removal.' During 
the whole progress of the war, the importation of books was of course 
suspended. The funds thus accumulated were expended, on the con- 
clusion of peace, in a large importation of the standard works which had 
appeared in the interval. By the will of the Honorable William l-^igan, 
.the institntion received this year a very handsome bequest of books of 
ancient authors, being a more extensive and valuable gift than any here 
tofore received. They may all be traced 'in the catalogue by the L 
attached to each. 

'< 1779. Jno. Todd, Hbrarian, received =f 100 per annum and a share. 

" I7S1. On the 4th of iWay, 1781, the directors agreed to receive 30 
shillings state money in iieu of a bushel of wheat, by which the annual 
payments were the previous year directed to be made. 

" 1783, The committee on importations remitted ,:^00 sterling to 
liondon on the 10th of June, 1783, nine years having elapsed -since iheir 
last order, Jos. Woods and William Dillwyn were selected as proper 
agents, from their well-known attachment to liierature, and knowledge 
of books; they acted during the remainder of their iives to the satisfaction 
of the directors, and Jos. Woods's son is now the agent. In their letter 
the committee of correspondence state, ' we shaH confide entirely in your 
judgment to procure us such books of modern publication as will be proper 
for a public library, and though we would wish to mix the utile with the 
dulce, we should not think it expedient to add to our present stock any- 
thing in the novd way.' This has been the uniform plan pursued, with 
the exception of a few of the best class of novels and romances; the con- 
sequence has been thaF, with the very great increase of the number of 
volumes, the shelves are supplied with books of real therit in most other 
departments, and are not lumbered with the temporary trash so greedily 
devoured by the sickly taste which procures jts mental supplies from cir- 
culating libraries. 

" 17b3. November, 1783, Dr. Franklin presented six volumes of the 
natural history of the south of Kmnce," 

The erection of a building for the accommodation of the library having 
been long a matter of discussion, " at a. general meeting, held June 1, 
17S9, a large number of members appeared, either in person or by proxy, 
and a law was passed giving the directors power to proceed, as soon as 
one hundred new members should be added to the list, to appropriate the 
money ®n hand, reserving sufficient for the current expenses, and to sell 
the ground rents and real estate owned by the company. Bishop White 
was nominated by the directors chairman of this meeting, at which he 



"Ail the shares requisite, except nineteen, were soon subscribed, many 
of which were to be paid for in labor. The directors and treasurer and 
secretary assuming to themselves to procure the remaining nineteen, the 
purchase of the lot and erection of the building was proceeded in with all 
convenient speed. The present site was pnrchascd of Mary Norris and 
Dr. Logan. A number of plans were submitted for approval, and the 
one prepared by Dr. William Thornton, with some slight alterations, was 
adopted, for ivhich he received a share. It may he supposed that this 
undertaking was not without its difiiculties, and I find that, owing to the 
low state of the funds, thedirectorsj treasurer, and secretaiy, individually, 
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^advanced suras amoimting' to two hundred and fifty pounds, of which 
ilosiah Hewes adtanced fifty pounds, and the others from ten to twenty- 
five pounds.. 

" 1789. The first stone of the edifice was laid on the 31st of August, 
1789; the minutes state, ' that, upon the suggestion of Dr. Benjamin 
FrankSin, a large stone was prepared, and laid at the southwest corner of 
the bililding, with the following inscription, composed by the Doctor, 
■except so faf as relates to himself, which the committee have taken the 
liberty of adding to it: 

' Bs it rememberet!, 

in honor of ihe Pbitailelphia youth, 

(iheii chieBy artificers,) 

thaunMDCCXXXI, 

(bey cheerfully, 

at the insmnee of Benjamin Pranklin, 

onn of llieir number, 

inatitule'l (he Philadelphia Librety, 



are now destined (a contain and preserve ; 
the &rat stone of whose foundaiion 

was here placed 
the thirly-firBl day of August, 1789.' 

" 1790. By the 30th of December, 1790, the books were all removed 
^nd ready for delivery, when it was resolved lo have the room open daily, 
from one o'clock to sunset, and Zachariah Poulson was continued librarian, 
at one hundred pounds salary. During the progress of the building, more 
than the stipulated one hundred names were added to the list of stock- 
holders — many apprentices having been allowed by their employers to 
give sufficient labor to purchase the privilege of admission. Their names 
are faithfully recorded; and it may, in future, be interesting to their 
descendants to discover that they are reaping the benefits of. lilerary in- 
struction from the honest labor and the sweat of the brows of their pro- 
genitors. 

"Among the benefactors of the library occur the names of Robert Bar- 
clay, of London, and of Abraham Claypoole, of Pennsylvania. The 
former repeatedly sent presents of rare or curious books, and till his death 
continued lo correspond with his American friends, and to mention the 
institution with interest. The latter left the company, by^will, one hun- 
dred poundsl 

" 1791. In January, 1791, the directors again tendered to the President 
and Congress the free use of the books in the library, in as full and ample 
manner as if they were members of the company. President Washing- 
ton, through his secretary, Tobias Lear, returned thanks for the attention 
in a very handsome note. 

"1782. On the 18th of February, 1782, Doctor Parke informed the 
board that the heirs of James Logan had made a proposition to transfer to 
the Library Company of Philadelphia the Loganian Library, and also to 
convey to them, under certain conditions, a lot of ground in Philadelphia, 
and certain rents charge, together with the arrearages thereof, now due 
from estates in Bucks county. On this subject a eommiltee was appointed 
to inquire into the condition of the property, and the terms intended, to ha 
annexed to the transfer. 
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, '■',1793. An additional five-foot lot having been purchased of Samuel 
M, Fox, on Library street, a bmkling was erected for the accommodation 
of the Loganian books by the Library Company of Philadelphia, for which 
the Loganian 'trustees pay an annua) rent. 

"On the 4th of October, John Fitch's ri;anu6cripts, respecting the 
steam-engine, were deposited in, ihe library, under seal, wiitt a'request 
that they might be kept unopened til! the year 1823. This was donej 
and as Ihey have undergone an examination, I shall not here attempt 
their aualyzation. 

"1793. On the 30th <>f Augusi, 1793, at a genera! meeting of the 
members, the price of shares was raised to forty dollars, at which sum 
they still remain. 

" 1799. In April, 1799, Henry Cox, of the kingdom of Ireland, pre- 
sented a large number of manuscript volumes relating to the history of Iiis 
native country. They consist of the original correspondence of James 
the First with the Priwy Council of Ireland, from 16U3 to 1615, inclusive, 
and a great variety of historical data, the value of which remains un- 
known. In one of the volumes is an original letter from Queen Eliza- 
beth, dated in lS68. Several valuable printed books are also in this col- 
lection. 

"1804. In this year the institution was greatly enriched by John Bleakly 
and the Rev. Samuel Preston. The former left, by will, one thousand 
pounds to the library, and the latter bequeathed a most valuable colieetiou 
of rare and curiousbooks, selected with great taste and judgment, together 
with two shares of United States Bank stock. Dr. Pl-eston was influenced, 
in selecting this library for the reception of his own, by our countryman, 
Benjamin West, who painted the portrait of the donor, which was, in the 
succeeding year, presented by Mrs. West, as an appropriate ornament for 
the library rooms. To appreciate the value of Preston's library, it must 
be examined in detail. There are in the collection many rare books of 
plates, &c., of the most cosdy description, which the funds of the institu- 
tion would forever have forbidden being purchased. 

"George Campbell was now elected librarian — an office he filled for 
twenty three years, during which long period he was never once prevent- 
fidby sickness from attending to his daily duties — a circumstance almost 
unprecedented in the annals of a salary officer. Under his charge, the 
institution continued to flourish, and was again enriched, at the period of 
his resignation, by the bequest from William Mackenzie of 500 rare vol- 
umes, and the purchase from his executors of the additional number of 
1,466. 

"Since this period, about 5,000 volumes were purchased, on very fa- 
vorable terms, from James Cox, an artist, since deceased, consisting of 
many expensive volumes on the fine arts, and miscellaneous books. They 
supplied a pmminent deficiency, and many rarities are among them." 

b rom the preface to the last catalogue we take the following: 

"Besides the books, the personal property consists in some available 
funds yielding interest, the sale of shares, the price of each of which since 
1793 has been, fixed at forty dollars, and the annual payments of four 
dollars from each member. The real estate of the company consists of 
the lot and buildings where the" Philadelphia and Loganian libraries are 
Itept. 

" The members dispose of their shares by transfer or will; but the as- 
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sent of the directors, as well in such cases as in case of an original pur- 
cfiase, is previously necessary-^a restriction .early adopted, in order as 
much as possible to prevent improper persons from having access to a col- 
lection of a nature peculiarly liable to injury." 

Ttie preEice to tlie catalogue of the Loganian Library contains (he 
following account of that establishment: . 

"This coUeciinn of rare and valuable books, principally in the learned 
and exisling languages of ihe coniinent of Europe, owes its origin to the 
Honorable James Logan, the confidential friend and counsellor of William 
Penn,and for sonio time president of ihe council of the province of Penn- 
syivaoia. Its f'^nndation consists of a portion of his own private library, 
which, having collected at considerable expense, he was anxious should 
descend to posterity, and continue usefully to extend to others the means 
of proseculing those pursuits he had huiiself so successfully cultivated. 
With this view, he erected a suitable building in Sixth street, near Wal- 
nut, for the reception of a library, and, by deed^ vested it (with the books 
and cerlain' rents, for the purpose of increasing their number, and paying 
a librarian) in trustees, in the use of the public, forever. 

"This deed he afterwards cancelled, and prepared^ but did not live to 
execute, another, in which some alteration was made in the funds and 
jegnlations. After his death, his children and residuary legatees, with 
commendable liberality, carried into effect the intentions of Mr. Logan, 
and conveyed the building, books, and rents charge to trustees, who 
caused the library, consisting of more than two thousand volumes, to be 
arranged, and a catalogue to be printed. 

"About one thousand three hundred volumes, collected by Doctor Wil- 
liam Logan, of Bristol, England, a younger brother of James Logan, and 
by William Logan, of Philadelphia, son of the founder, were afterwards 
bequeathed to ihe institution by the latter gentleman, who acted for some 
time as librarian. Alter his death, in 1776, the Ubrary remained unopened 
during several years. 

"To insure its perpetuity, the legislature of Pennsylvania, in 1792, at 
the request of James Logan, the only surviving trustee, passed an act 
annexing the Loganian library to that belonging to the Library Company 
of Philadelphia, under certain restrictions. This act constitutes the di- 
jectnrs of that prosperous company for the time being trustees, together 
with the eldest male descendant of the founder, and two other gentlemen 
to be by him appointed. 

"Since the two hbraries were thus connected, the books of the Loga- 
nian institution have been kept in a room appropriated to the purpose, 
owned by the Library Company of Philadelphia, in which they were first 
opened for the benefit of the citizens in 1794, in accordance with the ori- 
ginal intentions of James Logan andtbe act of assembly. 

" Very considerable additions have continued to be made to the collec- 
tion by means of the funds arising out of the sale of the lot and building 
in Sixth street, and from the rents of the lands in Bucks county, Penn- 
eylvania, settled originally on the institution by the Logans, and by dona- 
tions — particularly of that from the late William Mackenzie, esq,, a native 
of Philadelphia, who bequeathed by his last will, in 1838, ' all his books 
printed before the beginning of the eighteenth century, and eight hundred 
volumes more, to be chosen by the trustees, from his French books and 
Latin books printed since the beginning of the eighteenth century,' This 
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valuable bequest consists of 1,519 volumes of great rarity and valiis; and 
subsequently 3,566 volumes were purchased from his executors.* Tbey 
had been accumulated by Mr, Mackenzie during a life extended beyond 
seventy years, which had been almost exclusively devoted to literary pur- 
suits. During this period, one of his lew intimate friends says 'he be- 
lieves he never had an enemyt at least, from the purity of his principles 
and the correctness of his conduct, I am sure he never deserved one.' " 

The Philadelphia Library conlained in February, 1785, 2,761 works, 
in 5/487 volumes; in July, 1807, 8,1374 works, in H,457 volumes; in 
August, 1835, 18,762 works, in 35,^21 volumes. 

The Loganian Library contained, when it was annexed to the Library 
Company of Philadelphia, in August, 1792, 3,064 works, in 3,953 vol- 
umes; in August, 1835, 6,922 works, in 8,663 volumes. 

The Philadelphia and Loganian Libraries contained in August, 1835, 
25,684 works, in 43,884 vokimes; in August, 1849, 60,000 volumes. 

From $3,000 to $4,000 per year are expended in the purchase of books. 

The income of the institution is — 
From annual payments of members . - . - $3,800 

From other sources, real estate, tfcc. ... - 2,500 

Total 6,300 

The books are arranged as they are received, accordihg to size. The 
first catalogue was gratuitously printed by Benjamin Franklin in 1732; 
the second by Franklin in 1741, (56 pp. 13mo;) the third by Franklin 
and Hall in 1757,(132 pp. 8vo.;) others in 1764, (150 pp. 8vo.;) in 17T0, 
(8vo.;) in 1789, (406 pp. 8vo.,) with supplements, 1793, (38 pp.;) 1794, 
(34 pp.;) 1796, (38 pp.;) 1798, (48 pp.;) 1799, (32 pp.;) and 1801, 
(23 pp.;) in 1P07, (616 pp. 8vo.) The last printed catalogue was pub- 
blished in 1835, in two volumes. 8vo.,- making 1,050 pages. This cata- 
logue is classed on the system of Bruriet, somewhat altered. The index 
is alphabetical. Under each sub-class, the titles are arranged alphabeti- 
cally under the names of authors. Anonymous works are recorded after 
the others. In the supplements the division of belles leltres is included 
under that of science and arts, A supplement was published in 1844, 
and a second supplement in 1849. A catalogue of the Loganian Library 
was published in 1837, (450 pp. 8vo.) The first catalogne of this collec- 
tion was printed in 1760, (1 16 pp. 8vo.) The library is open every week- 
day from 10 a. m. till sunset. 

Persons entitled to the use of the library are, stockholders who pay ^4 
yearly; others on deposite and hire. The books are lent out in great 
numbers, but how many per annum is not ascertained. The number 
of pereons who consult library without taking away books is very 
considerable — the exact number cannot be stated. A deposile of double 
the value of the books taken, will obtain most of the books of the institu- 
tion, if applied for by proper persons. John Jay Smith, librarian. 

Library of the A'merican Pliilosophical Sociciy— 20,000 vols. — The 
American Philosophical Society, the oldest of the scientific associations in 

"*Tlie while number ol votumes received by LheLnganian Library from Mr Mackenzie's 
library wos 5,085, and l>y (he Philadolphia Library 1,966— being a tolal of 7,05! volumes. Tlio 
books of Mr, Logan's original colleclion, and those bequeolhed by William Losan, arB dosig- 
iiBteU in the catalogue by an L. ; those bequeathed by Mr. Mackenzie, by an M." 
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the United Stales, was formed in 1742. The American Society for Pro- 
moting and Propagating Useful Knowledge in Philadelphia was estab- 
lished in 1766. These two societies were united in 1769, and incorporated 
March 15, 1780, as the "American Philosophical Society held at Phila- 
delphia for Promoting Useful Eiiowlfidge." The library contains abont 
20,OIK) volnmes. The society has also an " extensive collection of man- 
uscripts, maps, charts, and engravings, and, in its cabinet, medals, coins, 
&c,'' The precise number "cannot readily be given." The annual 
increase is ak)ut 200 volumes. Few books are purchased except scien- 
tific periodicals, &c., by subscription. The chief accessions to the library 
are by donations from learned societies and individuals abroad and in this 
country. The library is in the hall of the society, a brick building 50 by 
7f) feet, erected in 1786, on a part of the " State House Square," in the 
city of Philadelphia, granted to the society for that purpose by the 
Slate legislature, in 1784. The books are arranged on the shelves in 
numerical order, each vokniie having its number attached.. Folios, 
(juavtos, and octavos have their respective systems of numbers. No cata- 
logue has been printed since one in 1824. It is aa 8vo. of 290 pages. 
The library has since that time greatly increased. A new catalogue is 
in preparation. The laws of the society require the library to be opened 
every Friday evening from 7 to 9 o'clock, and at such other rimes as the 
librarian niay think proper. All members of the society are entitled to 
the use of the library; and faciliries are afforded, at the discretion of the 
librarian, to well known visiters of respectable character. Books are lent 
-out to members. A considerable number of persons consult the library at 
the TtKim. Charles B, Trego, secretary and librarian. 

Mercantile lAbrm-y — 13,233 wo&.--The Mercantile Library Company' 
of PhiladeJphia was founded in 1823, The library contained, January, 
1849, 12,232 volumes, "principally of works of permanent value." 
" The directors have been careful to exclude from the shelves books of a 
frivolous character,or of demoralizing tendencies." The annual increase 
is about 600 volumes. 

The building of the company is on the southeast corner of Delaware, 
Fifth, and Library streets. It was erected in 1845, at a cost, including 
furniture, tfcc, of |23,i99 42. The interior of the building is divided 
into nineteen apartments. The entire second story is occupied as the 
library and reading-room, and the intermediate story of the east wing is 
used by the directors: ail the other roems are rented. The present libra- 
■jian is James Cox. 

Tk6 Academy of Natural SrAe-nces — 12,000 vols. — The American Acad- 
emy of Natural Sciences originated on the 25th of January, 1813, It 
was incorporated in 1817. The library contains about 12,000 voltirnes. 
It had 435 separate maps and charts in 1836, when the catalogue of the 
library was printed; since which date the additions have been few. For 
the last three years the annual increase has been about 7110 volumes. 
This is exclusive of periodicals, seriais, and pamphlets. There is no 
peimanent library fund. The increase is mostly from donations, de- 
posites, and occasional purchases. The library occupies an apartment on 
the ground floor of the hall of the society. It is, about 45 feetby28, and 
14 feet high, with a gallery on all its sides. The books are arranged 
according to subjects. A catalogue was printed in 1836, containing 300 
pages 8vo. At iliat time the library contained 6,890 volumes. An ap- 
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pendixwill soon be prepared. The library is open daily, Sundays ex- 
cepted, from 11 a, m. till sunset. The members alone are entitled to the 
u^e of the books. The friends of members, however, are by courtesy 
allowed access to the library. William S. Zantzingelr, M. D., librarian. 

The cabinet is ihe best in the United States'. The collection of birds 
is said to be the largest in the World, containing about 35,000 specimens, 
many mounted in skins. The collection of eggs and nests of birds is 
also the most extensive ever made. The coliections of mammalia, fishes, 
reptiles, Crustacea, insects, and plants, are superior to any others in this 
country. 

The library, is rich and valuable in all departments of natural history. 
In ornithology it is quite complete. 

For these magnificent collections the academy is mainly indebted to 
the munificence.of three gentlemen — William Maclure, esq., Dr. R. Eg- 
glesfield Griffiths, and Dr. Thomas B. Wilson. Mr. Maclore presented 
5,233 volumes. Among them is a curious and important collection of 
pamphlets and books published in France during the first Revolution. The 
donations of Dr. Wilson, if less in number, are not inferior in vaSne to 
those of Mr. Maclure. His valuable gifts are etill continued. They are 
■presented with the wise condition that they shall never be taken from the 
building. 

The new building was commenced in 1839, on a vacant lot, corner of 
Broad and George streets. The edifice is entirely fire-proof. It is well 
adapted to its purposes; but, although ten years ago it was considered 
large enough to accommodate the collections for half a century, it is now 
crowded to excess. 

7'he ^^j5rejia'ces'Z.i6ran/^ 11,700 i!o&.— The Apprentices' Library- Com- 
pany was incorporated April 2, 1831. In 1841 a separate department was 
established for girls. The boys' library contains abo«t 9,000 volumes; 
■the girls' library about 2,700. For the last three years the average an- 
nual increase of both libraries has been 900 volumes; the expenditure 
about 400 dollars per annum. The annual income of the institution is: 
from members, $550; from investments, $450. There is a catalogue for 
each library. For the boys' library the last catalogue (143 pages 12mo.) 
was printed in 1847; for the girls' library in 1849, (52 pages 12mo.) 

The library is opened, for boys, on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday evenings, about 2^ hours each; for girls, on Ihursday after- 
noon from 3 TO 7, and on Saturday afternoon from 3 to 6. 

Apprentices and others under 21 years of age are allowed ihe use of Ihe" 
books gratis. About 24,000 books are annually lent to boys, and 7,000 
to girls. The library is used regularly by about 800 boys and 250 girls. 

Members pay |2 per annum, or $25 for life. The library is situated at 
the 'southwest corner of Fifth and Arch streets, 

From the annual report of the, managers, presented March, 1848, we 
gather the following additional statements: 

"Mr. Thomas W. Goldfrap has bequeathed to the company one thou- 
sand dollars for the increase of the library. 

"It is not the object of ihis company to swell the number of volumes in 
its libraries, for effect either at home or abroad. The sale, a year or two 
sinpe, of about 2,000 volumes, will probably be followed by another when 
the present catalogue is disposed of. It is desirable that the libraries 
be kept fresh and attractive. Books as they are now prepared have a 
charm for youth, which the more ancient tomes do not possess; but it has 
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been the care of your board to reject that spurious literature with whieh 
the market has been inundated by persons whose object appears to have 
been to malte a book, regardless of historical accuracy. No work of a 
known immoral tendency is ever admitted." 

About 600. copies of a work publisfied by the company, were, in 1847, 
distributed among the apprentices using the-Ubrary. 

Tke Athenmum lAbrary— 10,00^ vols.^-Ws are indebted to an address, 
delivered at the opening of the new hall of the AthenEeum, October IS, 
1847, by Thomas J. Wharton, esq., for the ibllowing facts respecting tliis 
institution: It was founded in 1813 by a few yonng men, "who, feeling 
the want of a convenient place of common resort in which their leisure 
hours could be passed without danger to morals or tastes, came together 
and ajTEBged a plan for the establishment of reading rooms." On the 
9th of February, 1814, when the articles of association were adopted, the 
nuniberof subscribers amounted to 200; and on the Vth of March following 
the institution was first opened to the public, in the room over the book- 
store of Mr. Matthew Garey, at the. southeast corner of Chestnut and 
Fourjh streets. Chief Justice Tilghman Snd Mr. Du Ponceau each be- 
queathed to theAthenasum ®200. 

Dr. William Lehman, who died in 1?29, bequeathed to the Athenfeum 
the sum of S10,000 for the erection of a suitable building. This legacy, 
by the prudent management of the treasurers, amounted, on the Isi of 
January, 1847, to $24,845 45. Il is now invested in the beautiful build- 
ing occupied by the.AthenEeum, the Historical Society, and (he conlrolters 
of the public schools. The society derives a permanent income of 1^2,000 
from the rent of the rooms. The entire cost, inchiding fitting up, A-c, 
will be less than |50,()00,. leaving a debt, to be secured by mortgage, of 
less. than $14,000, 

"'The whole structure is 50 feet front on Sixlh street, 125 feet on Adelphi 
street, and 58 fqethigh. It is an excellent specimen of the Italian style of 
architecture, treated with spirit and taste. The- first stary is divided into 
ofiice3,and a large room of 37 by 60 feet, 14 feet high, for the comptrollers 
of the public schools. The second story is arranged for the uses of the 
Athensenm, and i^ divided into a news-room, library, and chess room. 
The news-Kiom is on the Sixth street front, and is 37 by 47 feet, and 24 feet 
high; it.will beiinistied in pilasters, with, an enriched cornice and cone 
to the, ceiling. The library is 37 feet wide, 65 feet long, and 24 feet high, 
and will be finished with a columnar ordinance of the Corinthian order, 
advanced from the sides of the room, forming a centre cell or nave and 
a,isles; the latter will be filled up with bookcases, set laterally from the 
pillars to the wall, and is designed at some future time to be finished with 
a ffallery, as thp library extends4 the cornice will be enriched with mo- 
diflions and ornament, the ceiling being in panel. The chess room is 18 
feet square, and is an ante room between the two large rooms; a roofli of 
the same size over this is intended for the directors' room. The third 
story is divided into 8 rooms (thj'ee of la.rge size;) one of them, to he occu- 
pied by the Historical Society, is; 36 feet, by .37. feet, and 14 feet high." 

"A feature (sayg Mr. Wharton) of this institution, to which i would ad- 
vert with complacency, bnl.certainly without boasting, is the free admis- 
sion which it has .always, afforded, to strangers ; meaning bjr this temi, per- 
sons not permanently residing in the city, or within ten miles of it, intro- 
diiced..by members,. .It may, be worthy of remark and remembrance, that, 
accQrdihg,to;a re^stcr kept ! by- f^u"^ wortiij; au'L attenii.vc librarian, mare 
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than 30,000 strangers have visiled the roora", and availed themselves of 
the facilities and conveniences whiiih they afford. During certain years 
the number has exceeded 1,000 annually, including representatives of 
every civilized country and community. 

"Whatever may be the deficiencies of our cataloaue, in respect to the 
standard works of English literature, I believe it will not be easy to find, 
in this country, a more complete or various 'collection of periodical litera- 
ture, imm the daily journal, through the various monthlies and quarterlies 
to the annual registers. Our library consists now, (October, 1847) 1 am 
informed, of nearly 10,000 volumes. We receive 24 foreign journals, sci- 
entific and literary; and 25 American. We take 5 foreign newspapers, 
and 62 American; one at least, I believe, from every State. 

"Among the curiosities of literature in our rooms is a large collection of 
pamphlets, bound into 148 volumes, which belonged to Dr. Franklin, 
some of them containing his manuscript notes and marginal remarks ; and 
a regular series of the Journal de Paris, bound in volumes, and continued 
during the whole eventful period of the French revolution." 

7'Ae Library of the Penrisylvania Hospiial—i 0,000 vols. — The hospital 
was established in 1750. The first meaical book possessed by this insti- 
tution appears to have been a present, in 1762, from Dr. John Fothergill. 
It was Lewis's History of the Materia Medica. The next year it was 
determined to demand a fee from students attending the wards at the 
time of the physicians, visitingthe patients, and to appropriate the money 
arising from thence to the founding of a medical library. 

Prior to the Revolution about 100 volumes had been presented, and two 
orders for books had been sent to London. Only 11 volumes were added 
(o the library from 1774 to 1787. One of these was a pamphlet; another, 
"Cullen's First Lines of the Practice of Physic, 2 vols. 8vo." "cost the 
apparently enormous sum of J135 5s. This, however, when subjected 
to the talismanic operation of Richard IVells's scale of depreciation, 
shrinks to the comparative trifle of ^1 15s. specie!" 

In the years 178r-'9 the amotmt paid for books was .^266 5s. lid. 
The total expenditure for books previous to 1790, was equal to S886 48. 
The first catalogue, published in the year 1790, contains of folios 21, 
quartos 77, octavos 341, duodecimos 89; total, 628 volumes. ' 

The increasing number of students from this time lias afforded a fund 
for the steady increase of the library. For several years the books were 
selected and purchased by the celebrated Dr. Lettsom, who enriched the 
collection with many valuable donations. 

In the year 1800 Sarah Lane presented 142 volumes of medical books, 
some of them very rare and valuable. A supplementary catalogue was 
printed in 1793, and a new catalogue in 1806, containing 127 pages 8vo. 

On the decease of Dr. Benjamin S. Barton, his extensive and rare col- 
lection of works on natural history was purchased of his widow for 
$2,270. 

A supplement to the second catalogue was printed in 1818. 

Another, and the last catalogue of the library, was printed in 1829, 
containing 324 pages 8vo. At this lime the hbrary contained 5,828 
volumes. A supplement, paged continuously with the catalogue, from 
page 325 to page 426, was printed in 1837, at which time the library con- 
tained 7,300 volumes. 

The catalogue is thus divived: Alphabetical catalogue of authors, pages 
1-202.; alphabetical catalogue of editors and translators, 203-21 1 ; inaugu- 



,/Google 



127 [120] 

ral theses, in two parts— 1st, an index to the universities, and names of 
gradnates; 2d, a general catalogue in the ordfir of subjects, 213-241 — 
periodical hterature, memoirs of societies, under the names of places 
where printed, 343-257; anonymous publications, arranged under classes, 
259-268 J indexlosubjects— part I, medical, surgical, and chemical, (alpha- 
betically arranged) 269-308; part 2, natural history and miscellaneous, 
fee, 309-333. 

The library at present contains about 10,000 volumes, and occupies a 
large and elegant room in the hospitals The books-are mostly medical, 
and pertaining to kindred sciences. In these departments it is probably 
the most Rxmtisive and valuable collection in this country. 

lAhrary of the Law Association of PkiladelpMa~5,W0 vols. — "In the 
year 18()3 a few gentlemen of the bar assocteted themselves for the pur- 
pose of ibrming a law library, for the use of the profession in this city; 
and, partially by donations which they made, and partially by payments 
from members of the company, succeeded, by degrees, in forming a cot- 
lection, which, with the small number of book.s formerly known, was all 
that was needed. With the increasing nnmber of reports in modern 
times, the library, as originally organized, fell very far behind the profes- 
sional requirements of the day; and in September, 1841, an effort was 
made by a number of gentlemen to enlarge the collection, and to place it, 
generally, upon such a basis as should make it more worthy of the bar to 
which it belonged. Between the 15th of October, 1841, and the ls( 
March, 1850, there has been laid out by the association, in the purchase 
of new books, the sum of $9,583 72, exclusive of $865 87, in which 
last sum is embraced the cost of binding such of them as were bought in 
sheets." 

"T'he collection, we are happy to believe, is now complete in a!i those 
departments usually required in the practice of the law. There exists in it a 
series of all the bJnglish, Irish, and American reports — a department in 
which we believe that no other Ubrary, either in Great Britain or the 
United States, is equally perfect. The department of text books is also 
reasonably good; and, in addition to complete collections of the British 
statutes at large, and of the acts both of our State and federal legisla- 
tures, in their authoritative, unabridged condition, there will be found 
upon the shelves of this library such digests and works of general juris- 
prudence as have obtained, with the profession, any title to authority. As 
a means of professional culture, and of extending among the bar a knowl- 
edge of the Judicial decisions of England and of the United States, the 
collection a^rds all that as yet is practicable, and much of all that can at 
any time be desired, 

"In the course of nearly fifty years which has passed since this library 
was fojinded, neither the Stale, the county, nor the city, have contributed 
a dollar to its increase; and while, even in its present condition, the pay- 
ment af a sum merely nominal makes the least opulent practitioner among 
us the possessor of a library larger than any which the most wealthy 
owns, it is yet certain, that as a public library, answering all the demands 
of a numerous and intellectual profession, stimulated by the keen spirit of 
ambition and reward, and pushing its investigations through every 
avIRiue of knowledge, the collection is yet far in arrear of what it might 
be. There are some departments in which it is entirely wanting, and 
others where it is very imperfect. The civil law ■has no place in it at all. 
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and the canoii and ecclesiastical law have much too small an one. There 
is also a large clasji of books which do not come exactly within the title 
of law hooks, that yet belong to the law, considered as a philosoi.hic 
science, or as a system of lofty morals. They are sometimes cited in 
courts, and would form, at atiy rate, a graceful addition to a library which 
represents in its corporate dignity an intellectual and elevated profession." 
[See circular letter of a committee of the Law Association,] 

About 8,000 dollars a year are expended in the purchase of books. 
There is no vested fund. THe income is derived from assessments of 
members and occasional contributions. 

The library occupiesa room 50 feet square, in the county court-house. 
The last catalogue, containing 64 pages 8vo., was printed in 1849. 

The following are tlie most important mles of the library: 

" The library is open from 10 o'clock a. m. till 3 p. m,, and from 4^ 
till sunset, daily throughout, the year, excepting during the months of 
July and August, on Christmas and New Year's day, the 22d of Febru- 
ary, and on Saturday afternoons and Sundays; at which times it is 
closed. 

" The following persons are allowed to use the library: 

"1, menibersof the association and subscribers to the library; 2, judges 
of the court sitting within (he city; 3, members of the bar from the coun- 
try, attending the sessions in this city of the supreme court of Pennsylra- 
nia, or of the circuit court of the United States. 

" Persons desirous of using this library can have the use of it for life, 
free of any annual charge, by paying the sum of glOO. Of they may be- 
come members of the association by paying $30 in the first instance, and 
afterwards an assessment of felO a year. 

"Genthimen of the bar who are not members of the association, nor 
subsbribers for life to its library, may become subscribers to it annually 
by paying, during tlie first two years after their admission to the bar, ^6 
a year; during the ensuing two years, §8 a year; and allerwards, $12 a 
year. 

" Ko hook can be takf^n from the library-room by any person whomso- 
ever, except for the purpose of being used in the court rooms. The pres- 
ent librarian is John William Wallace, esq." 

TIte lAbmry of the Fiankliii Institute, of the State of Pennsylvania, 
for the promotion of the mechanic arts, was founded about the year I^viO, 
and contains 4,300 volumes, not including pamphlets. The apartment 
occupied as the libraiy and readin^roora of the society is 45 feet by 44. 
A catalogue was printed in 1S47, containing 117 pp. Svo. The library 
is open every day, except Sunday, from 9 o'clock a. m. tili 10 p. in. It 
is iniended primarily fiir the use of the members of the institute. Tlie 
books are lent out. Not less than 1,000 annually consult the library 
without taking away books. The library is but an auxiliary means of 
producing the effects desired by the institute— the Improvement (^ its 
iiienibers— and is not raadeorconsideted a separate branch or department. 
Ir is intended, like the collections of models, maohines, ifcc, to be open 
for constant reference to the members and their friends. William Hamil- 
ton, actuary- and ex tiffkio librarian. 

lAbrary of the German Society — 7,341 vols. — Tliis library contaii# 
both German and English books, A catalogue (218 pp. 12mo.) was 
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pi-i(ite<^ in 1839. [Liidewig.] It is now said to contain nearly 18,000 
volmnes, (January, 1851.) 

The Library of the four monthh/ meetings of Friends, of Philadelphia, 
was founded in 1741, by a beqaest of Thomas Check!ey. A catalogue 
{loO pp. Svo.) was printed in 1831. [Ludewig.] 

College of St. Thomas ofVillanova, near Philadelphia. — This is a new 
institution, chartered in 1S47. It has no reg a iarly organized Uhrary, but 
possesses about 2,000 hooks of all kinds, J. P. O. Luzen, O. S. A., 
president. 

' library of the Uitiversitg of Penn^lvania — 5,000 vols. — The Univer- 
sity was founded in 1760. The library at present contains about 5.000 
volumes. A catalogue (103 pp. 8vo.) was prepared and printed in 1829, 
by Judah Dobson. The following facts are stated in the preface: 

"This library was begun by private donations of the friends of the 
institution; among whom the Eev. William Smith, the first provost of 
the college, and academy, and Dr. McDowell, one of his saccessorjf, de- 
serve to be particularly noticed. During the revohifionary war our little 
collection was enriched by a donation in biioks from his Majesty Louis 
the Sixteenth. Those hooks, printed at the royal printing ofilice, consist 
chiefly of mathematical works ; of works on natural history, among which 
is a cpilection of M. Bnifon's; and some of the Byzantine historians. 
They have been all carefully preserved, and will, it is hoped, loHg remain 
a memorial of the hberality of that great and unfortunate monarch." 

The Philomathean Society of undergraduates, founded in 18L9, pos- 
sesses a libraiy of about 3,000 volumes. The Zelosophic Society, found- 
■ed in 1S89, has a library of 1,350 volumes. 

Library of the American Baptist Publication Socvty — 1,032 vols. 

The lAbrary of the Hisiortcal Society— i,72S voLt.—'ThB Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania was founded in 1885. The library contains 1,728 
volumes, including 47 volumes of bound manuscripts. The society also 
has collections of medals and coins. Most of the books have been re- 
ceived within the last five years, and principally by donation. The li- 
brary is kept in the hall of the society, a room in the third story of the 
Atheneeum, about 29 by 43 feet in size. The books arearranged accord- 
ing to subjects. The shelves are distinguished by letters, A, B, (3, &.c., 
and each shelf has adisliiict series of numbere, commencing with No. 1. 
The first part of the catalogue was printed in 1849. It contains 36 pages 
SvD., and comprises the departments of history, biography, and manu- 
scripts. The library is open on the evenings of the_ meetings of the so- 
ciety, namely, the second Monday of each month, and is accessible to the 
members of the society, and only by conrlesy to others. No record has 
untif lately been kept of the use of the Iibraiy. William Dnane, librarian. 

The following notice prefixed to the published catalogue gives some 
additional facts respecting the library : 

"The Historical Society of Pennsylvania was founded in 1835. It 
met for nineteen years in one of the rooms of the American Philosophical 
Socieiyj and had the use of a small closet in this room to contain its 
books. In the year 1844 the society removed to a room rented by itself 
for its extlusiye accommodation. Its collection of books then amounted 
to about sixty volumes, in addition to some boxes of public docnments 
from Washington, which had not been opened, as the society had no plaei; 
in which to place the books. Immediately after the removal, the library 
,^18.— 9 
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increased rapidly, and a siill further increase lias followed its rewnviA ^to- 
their present location in the Athenaiam building, sonlh Siith ctreot. 
The library now amounts to aboiul,'f'50 -volumes, divided into ten cldsses:; 
history, biography, mamiscrijtts, pamphleis, periodicals, voyages and 
travels, newspapers, public documents of Pennsylvania, public docijments 
of the United Siales, and miscellaneous. These observations have been, 
considered necessary to explain why a society twenty four years in ftxist- 
ence has not a larger collection of books. Had it not been for the- 
cramped position it was compelled to occupy before it had a room of itS' 
own, it would doubtless have long since reached its present size. — Janu- 
ojy 10, 1849." 

An address before the society, delivered by William B, Reed, on the> 
occasion of opening the hail in tiie Athenceum, January 28, 1848, has 
been printed, and contains some interesting iacts concerning the society, 
besides valuable remark-s and suggestions'iespecting the objects of such 
an institution. 



7'ke Young Men's Mercantile Library and Mechanics' Lislilutc — 1,IS8 
vols. — Founded September, 1847; incorporated March, 1849. The library 
contains (January 1,1850)1,188 volumes, a small collection ot engra- 
vings, and about 353 mineralogical specimens. A reading-room of valu- 
able journals is connected with the library. Since the establishment of the' 
institution, about 500 volumes have, each year, been added to, the library^ 
and about 450 dollars been expended in the purchase of books. The 
association occupies two rooms, each 29 by 55 feet, forming the Sd and 3d 
stories of a well- built brick building. A catalogue is in preparation. 

The library is open daily from 8 a. ra. till 10 p. m. 

The persons entitled lo the use of the library are: members by ihe pay- 
ment of $4 per annum ; life members by the payment of $35 at one 
time; and honorary members elected by the directors. 

About 2,201} books were lent out during the last year. J, Finney, jr.,. 



Theoloffical Seminary Library— 1,5Q0 vols. — This seminary was in- 
corpo?ated in 1828. It is under the direction of the Associate Reformed 
Church. 

Washington College Libraries— 3,300 vols. 

WESTCHESTKR. 

7'Ae Chester County Cabinet of Natural Sciences, at Westchester, Penn- 
sylvania, was founded in March, 1826, and incorporated in 1831. Its 
library contains 450 volumes, of which 150 are works oh the natural 
sciences, chiefly botany, zoology, and geology; and 300 miscellaneous, 
general science, languages, and hterature. It has a collection of original 
letters, from the principal general officers of the American army of the 
Revolution ; and also the autograph signatures of 103 distinguished patriots 
of the Revolution, niilitary and civil, cut from their letters to Gen, Anthony 
Wayne — all presented by his. son, the Hon. Isaac Wayne. It also has 
several charts of the coast survey from Professor Bache; a very few en- 
gravings and medals, and about 400 coins, (300 copper and 100 silver,) 
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among which arc Sfi silver and 59 coppeu coins from 21 different govern- 
ments, collected during the circumnavigating cniise of the United States 
ship Peacock, in 1835- '37, by the late Lieutenant Darlington, United' 
States navy, and presented by him. The additions to the library have' 
been made very irregularly, and probably do not average more than 15 or 
20 volumes annually. There is no regular expenditui-e for books. The 
greater portion of the books has been obtained by donation. A three- 
story brick hall, roofed witii tin, was erected in 1836 for the use of the 
"Cabinet," and to contain its library and museum. The cost of the 
building was upwards of $5,000. The hall of the "Cabinet" is 48 foet 
front by 50 feet deep; the lower story is fitted for a lecture room, with a 
larboratory in the rear. The second story is a large room calculated for 
an athenteam, or reading-room; and the third story contains the museum 
and library of the "Cabinet." There is no printed catalogue. The li- 
brary is accessible to ail the members at each meeting of the "Cabinet." 
The books are lent out to members, when applied for. 

The Chester County Cabinet of Natural Science, in ai^dition to the 
library, &c,, possesses one of the best and most extensive collections of 
minerals in Pennsylvania; a splendid collection of shells, and of English 
and American bh'ds; a herbariwn oi seven thousand species of plants, duly 
aiTanged, labelled, and catalogued; with various curiosities in nature and 
art. William Darlington, M. D., president. 

The Chester Ckmnty AihcniBum. was founded February 9, 183T,. S3)^ 
incorporated in 1828. The library contains i,431 volumes, consisting of 
works on history, biography, natural science, travels, and the usual as- 
sortment of books pi-oper for a village library. Until within the last six 
years the institution w^s neglected; within that time, by the exertion of' 
some public-spirited individuals, it has been resuscitated, and the annual 
increase is now from 130 to 160 volumes, and the annual expenditure for 
books from 1 10 to 140 dollars. There is a written, but not a printed cata- 
logue. The libraiy is open every day, at ail hoitrs till 8 o'clock in the 
evening. The members and subscribers are entitled to the use of the, 
library on the following terms: — stockholders pay each $2 per year; sub- 
scribers |!3 per year; minors ^1; transient subscribers (i cents per week, 
for duodecimos, 8 cents for 8vos. The number of books taken outfortbe 
last three years has ranged from 1 ,300 to 1 ,600 annually, and is increasing 
each year. Any respectable pereon can have the opportunity of consult- 
ing the library, or tafring home the books. William Darlington, iibrariau., 

DELAWARE. 



The Stale Library, and the Law Library, conlain, together, about 
4,000 volumes. Since 1837 a room in the capitol has been devoted exr 
clusively to the use of the library. Occasional appropriations are made 
by the legislature for the increase of the collection. About 100 volumes 
have been added annually for the last ten years. Books may be freely 
used by any citizen who subscribes the niles. Samuel C. Letherbury- 
librarian-. 
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Dciatcare College lAbraries — 8,T0() vols. — The college was fouaded in 
1833. The college library contains 3,500 volumes. There are two so- 
cieties of undergraduates, with libraries of 1,500 volumes each. The 
private library of the president contains 2,000 volumes; and the private 
collections of two other members of the faculty comain 1,200 volumes. 
These are all in the college building, and form an aggregate of 8,700 
volumes, accessible to ail persons connected with the coliege; and indeed 
ta others who may wish to use them for literary purposes. An effort i 
icakiKg to enlarge the college library. Rev. JamesP. Wilson,] 



Public Lil»raiy~i,000 vols. — The Newcastle Library Company was 
"feimded in 1812. The library contains about 4,000 volumes. It is sus- 
tained byan annual assessmentof$2oneach share. The price of a share 
is j^20. The library at present occupies a room in the town academy. 
Samuel Guthrie, librarian. 

MARYLAND. 

ANNAPOLIS. 

The Stale lAbranj— 15, OOO vols.— The State Library of Maryland was 
■founded in 1S37, and contains 15,000 volumes, besides 59 volumes of 
manuscripts, 108 maps, 19 charts. Theyearly average number of volumes 
added to the library for the last ten years is 580. There has been an 
aanuaj appropriation by the legislature of $500. There is also in opera- 
tion a system, of exchanges with other States. The library occupies a 
room in the State-house. Acatalogue (132 pages 8vo.) prepared by David 
Kidgely, then librarian, was pubhshed in December, 1837, at Annapolis. 
Tiie titles are classified under 37 chapters. The arrangement of the books 
spon the shelves corresponds with the divisions of the cataiogue. The 
library is opened daily ^Sundays excepted) during the sessions of the legis- 
lature, from 9 o'clock a. m. to the time of the daily adjournment of both 
houses, and from 5 to 9 p. m., except during night sessions, when it is 
kept open till the adjournment. The governor, chancellor, judges,_State 
officers, members and ex-members of the legislature, lawyers practising in 
the court of appeals, and officers of the army and navy stationed at An- 
napolis, can take out books. Any person may consult the library in the 
loom. No record has been kept of loans or of visitors. Richard Swann^ 
librarian. 

S(. John's College Library— 3, 292 vols. —The library dates, with the 
■college, from 1784, and contains 3,292 volumes. Occasional appropria- 
tions are made by the board for the increase of the library. The collec- 
tion is in a room of the new brick college, 38 feet by 16, in 7 alcoves. 
The books are arranged according to subjects; only one catalogue has 
been printed— date 1847, pp. 38. The library is opened one hpur every 
Saturday. All persons connected with the college are entitled to use the 
books; and they are occasionally lent, by courtesy, to others. About 800 
i-olumes are lent in a year. William D. Griietham, librarian. 
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The BoMimm-e Library — 15,000 vo/s. — -The Library Company of Balti- 
more was founded in 1796, and possesses 15,000 volumes of printed books 
and five TOlwmesofmanuscripts: among them "Aristoielis Fhysica," 1313^ 
and "Nic.de Lyra, Maith." of themiddluofthe 14lh century, with beanti- 
fnl illuminations; 20 coJiections of maps and c,harts;100 volumes of engra- 
vings.. The income of the institution is derived from the annual payments 
of stockholders (about 265) and annual subscribers, and amounts to about 
fl,]60 per annum. The building was erected in conjunction with the Mary- 
land Historical Society and the iMercanlile Library Association, and was- a 
giftSromtheeitizensofBaltimore. (SeeMaryiand HistoricalSociety.) The 
rooms of the Library Company are upon the second stoiy of tlie edifice, 
and consist of a Ubrary 47 by 63 feet, height 20 feet, with a gallery. 
Adjoining, at one end, is a directors' room, 14 by 16 feet; at the other 
end is a reading-room, 26 by 47 feet; and beyond that another, 14 ly 
32 feet, A catalogue was printed in 1798; a second in 1802; and a tihird 
in 1809. The last mentioned contains 196 pages 8vo., and has been coii- 
tinned by supplements —the first in 1816, of 36 pages; the second in 1823s 
of 40 pages; the third in 1831, of 21 pages; the fourth in 1841, of 2^ pages^ 
The Ubrary is open daily, except Sundays and certain holidays, in sum- 
mer from 8 a. ra. lo 6 p. m., in winter from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m. Persons- 
entitled to the use of the library are: stockholders paying $100 for a "free'* 
share, or $30 for a share and $5 per annum, and subscribers at the rata 
of $8 per annum, or $1 per month. About 6,000 books are lent out each 
year. Perhaps 100 persons, each year, consult the library without takiiig 
away books. About 400 visitors each year, John S. Sumner, librarian. 

St. Mary's College Library — 12,000 vols. — The library was commenced 
with the institution in the year 1809, and contains about 12,000 volumes j 
a few manuscripts, among them a modern 4to. MS. entitled "Tableau 
present des Etals Unis par George Novion," in 369 elegantly writtert 
pages, with statistical tables: date, about 1791-2; some valuable inaps^v 
charts, afid engravings. The annual increase is about 600 volumes. The 
library occupies two large rooms in the college edifice. The librarian is 
engaged in classifying the books according to subjects. There is b» 
printed catalogue. A complete MS. catalogue is in preparation. There 
is no stated time for opening the library, but it is accessible at ail times on 
applicatioii to the librarian. All persons connected with the institution 
are entitled to the use of the books, and others are allowed the use ori ajh- 
plication. Books are sometimes lent out to read, but the practice is dis- 
eountensHced at present on account of former abuse of the privilege. 
With the permission of the superior, books may be lent to persons at a 
distance, Kev. M, Feller, hbrarian- 

This is a very excellent library, composed for the most part of theo- 
logical and classical books, but not deficient in other departments. 

There is a small library of some 600 volumes belonging to a society of 
students. 

The Mercantile Z^firory— 6,000 Jiofc.— The Mercantile Library Association 
of Baltimore was established November, 1839, and incorporated January^ 
1843, The library contains (June,1850)9,000volumesof books, 1 volume 
of autographs, 20 maps, 15 framed engravings, 25 volumes ©fieng^-avings^ 
The yeariy average increase is about 700 volumes; the aim^ e.xpendi- 
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tare for books $700. The library occupies the ground floor of the Balti- 
more AthenBeuin. (See Maryland Historical Society.) Its rooms cor- 
respond with those of the Library Company. A short catalogue, alpha- 
Ibettcal, was printed in 1842, and a supplement in 1S44. Another cata- 
logue (118 pages 12mo.) was printed in July, 1848. The library is 
opened esery day from 11 a. m, to 2 p. m., and from 3 to 10 p. m. Ac- 
tive members (who must be clerks by profession) pay for the privileges of 
the lihraiy ®5 foj' the first year, and ffi3 for each succeeding year. Hsn- 
•oirary members (all pursons other than clerks) pay $5 per annum. James 
Green, librarian. 

The following table, compiled from the first six annual reports of the 
association (all that have been printed,) exhibits the early progress of the 
inslitiition. The last line shows its present condition: 





No. n! volumea 
in library. 


Dollars expend- 
ed during year 
for boolta. 


Honorary 
■ members. 


Active mem- 
bers. 


Use ef libra- 
ry. 


Do. ...mi.. 

Do. ...1843.. 


1,^110 
2,100 
2,B39 
3,6i0 
4,393 
5,931 
9,000 


1,400 
81)0 

G40 
SS4 
644 
700 


141 
150 
133 


135 

SG3 
312 

303 
31)1 
571 
450 


9,314 

4,ao4 




DO....JSU.. 


112 


7,800 


Juee, 1850 


250 


lo.oeo 



Xhe Maryland Historical Society-was fowadei in 1843, and incorporated 
March, 1844. The library contains 1,600 volumes, principally historical, 
and 270 volumes of newspapers, published mostly in Maryland. The 
set of the Maryland Gazette commences in 1728, and,, though this is im- 
perfect, a complete series of papers printed in Maryland from that time to 
me present, exists in the library. The coUectien of manuscripts, though 
uol large, embraces rpany of value and, interest, especially those placed 
aader the care of t!ie society , by the State legislature, as the journals of 
the old council, and tetters to and from the governors and the proprietors. 
Among the MSS.aie also several unpublished orders of General Wash- 
ington, and some valuable letters from officers of the Maryland line, with 
iliegard to the southern campaign. A large and commodious building 
has been erected for the joint accommodation of the Maryland Historical 
Society, the Library Qompany of Baltimore, and the Mercantile Library 
Association. The Maryland Historical Sociely holds in fee the third floor 
of the Athenseum building; and this floor is divided into four inter-com-. 
municating apai'tments: a room for the use of the officers of the society, 
which is 14 feet by 23; a meeting-room and library, 26 feet by 47 and 23 
feet high; a gallery of fine arts, 47 feet by -53, with a ceiling 23 feet high 
at the apex and sloping to 20 feet at the walls, lighted by a skylight in the 
roof, affording 400 superficial feet of glazed surface; and a gallecy for 
sculpture and casts from the antique, 14 by 23 feet. The rooms of the 
society are furnished in an elegant manner, with solid oak cases, tables, 
and chairs. The whole cost of the buildmg was |28,182. The furni- 
ture is valued at |8,000. 
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As yet ao regular catalogue of the library has been prepared for print- 
ing. Tlic library is open daily iioni 10 in the morning until 6 o'clock in 
the afternoon. The regular meetings of the society are held upon the 
:first Thursday e^etiing of every niotith. The members of the society 
:are, of coarse, eutitled to the use of the library; but as the object of the 
institution is not only to collect valuable material, but to make it as gen- 
•erally useful as possible, the books, original papers, &c., are at alf times 
opia to the examination and perusal of ail who may wish to refer to them, 
subject oaly to the observance of such rules as are essential to their pre- 
servation. The books are not allowed to be taken from the rooms, except 
'Under circnmstauces which appear lo justify a departure front the rule; 
because, the library being chiefly valuable for pnrposes of reference, it is 
thought desirable that inv*istigations should be conducted in the rooms as 
much as possible; and much inconvenience would resultto the many from 
4his partial accommodation of the few. The number consulting the 
library is large, though it cannot be exactly stated. 

One of the prominent features in the plan of the society was the estab- 
lishment of chapters in the diflfereat counties of the State. It is hoped 
*hat this novel but admirable project may, ere long, be reahzed. Fran- 
cis E. Mayer is the acting librarian. 

Prom a letter of J. Morrison Harris, esq., corresp'onding secretary of the 
Historical Society, besides the foregoing statements, we quote the follow- 
ing passage, explanatory of the views o( this energetic association, in the 
establishhieHt of the gallery of art: 

" The gallery of fine arts is intrusted to a committee who are elected to 
serve for one year, and who make all the arrangements connected with 
exhibitions, ifec. As this feature is not exactly connected with the pur- 
poses «nd legitimate plan of an historical society, it may be well to say 
something in explanation of its connexion with our society. The idea 
■wasfiret suggested by an effort wliich the seciety made, some years since, 
and s^ll continnes, to procure the originals or copies of the portraits of dis- 
tinguished men contiecied with the founding of the colony, the events of 
its early history, and eminent in their associations with its annals down 
to the present.time. Oar plan is to raise, by yearly exhibitions of good 
pictures, a fund which will, by degrees, enable us to build up a gallery of 
our own, consisting of good copies of the best pictures of the old masters, 
and original pictures of merit by native artists; and we cherish the confi- 
dent hope that, while ihe prosecution of this scheme will in no way inter- 
fere with our hislotical labors, it will enabfeusto throw open, hereafter, to 
the man of taste and lo the stndent,a well selected collecdonof painlingSj 
which wilhproduce upon the commnnity those good effects inseparable 
from an elevated appreciation of art." 

The following is from the annual report made in February 1, 1849, by 
J. Spear Smith, esq., president of the society: 

" In the original project of the Athenaeum, it was deemed not only 
proper, butflssential, to embrace within it a gallery of fine arts. Various 
attempts had. previously, and at different epochs, been made, to form and 
siistainsooietiesconnected with the subject, and in the hope of introducing. 
the desirable accompaniment of a permanent gallery; but, notwithstand- 
ing the ae^d and lalent with winch these meritorious essays were made, 
they fiiiled of being attended with commensurate success. If, therefore, 
BHch an wpportuiiity as was" now offered were permitted to escape, the 
■ day saemed di&tant when Bnllimorc woiild be Ju tho enjoyment of 
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SO attraciive an addition to her public iiistiliitioiis. Tiiere cxisled also a. 
confident belief that, under the strong protection of the society, it could, 
be alone^ instituted and successfuliy maintained. Tt was, consequently, 
no accidental circumstance which led to the union of a gallery with 
the society, nor did it arise from any difficulty in the disposition of the 
space allotted to it. Being thus an element in the primary scheme, the 
architect was instructed to incorporate in the plan an apartment adapted 
in its proportions, and in the proper admission of light, to this object. 
This was successfuliy accomplished, and with so much judgment as to 
have elicited the decided approbation of connoisseurs, and others versed 
in sUch matters. In accordance with (he original design, the gallery fell 
under the administration of this society. This disposition of it seemed 
appropriate for many reasons, not the least of which was .the connexion, 
for the most part, of the produciions of the painter and sculptor with his- 
torical persona or events. It was intended, also, to incvease the attractions 
and popiilarity of the society, by affording an agi-eeable and tasteful re- 
laxation to its members," 

The Odd Fellows'' Library — 3,541 vols. — The Odd Fellows' Library 
was established in 1 849, though some books had been collected for the- 
purpose several years before. Last year, upwards of a thousand dollars 
were expended for books. An appropriation is regularly made from the 
funds of the different lodges, but no member is taxed additionally for the 
support of the library^ yet every one has the full use of it. The Grand 
Lodge has appropfiaied a large room — about CO ieet by 20— on the, first 
floor of the hall, for its use; but it is hardly large enough to accommodate 
the numerous visitors. The hall is soon to be enlarged, and then, it is 
supposed, a fine suite of rooms wii! be assigned to the library. The only 
catalogue published, as yet, is one of the German books, (813 in number.) 
The library is open every evening, except Saturday, from half-past 7 to 
11 in sumnier, and from half pasfG to 10 in winter. All the members of 
the Order in Baltimore (about S,OOO.in number) are allowed ihe use of the 
books without charge. The circulation for one quarter ending July, 1850, 
has been 2,331 volumes, John Shotton is librarian, 

Baltimore Female College, — This institution was incorporated in 1850,. 
with power to confer degrees; it is located in St. Paul'ss'treet. It possess- 
es a well-selected library of 2,800 volumes, to which the older pupils- 
have access. There is also a valuable collection of minerals, and a cabi- 
net of ancient and modern coins. Of ancient coins there are more than 
500. [See catalogue of the B. P. C. for 1S50.] 

Library of the M'-dico-Chirvrgi'-al Society— ^,W0 vols. 

Library of the Medical Depart h-iertt, University of Mart/land — IfiOOvo's. 

Law Librnry — 1 ,000 mla. 

Several of the-Firc Cnmpamcsm Baltimore possess valuable collections, 
of books. The libraries of the Mechanical f'rre Company and of the- 
Patapsco Fire Company number about 1,000 volumes each. 

-Mechanics* InstUute lAbrary — 1,000 vob. — "The Maryland Institute 
for the Promotion of ihe Mechanic Arts" was founded in 184-, and in- 
corporated in 1849. It receives an annual grant of $500 from the State.. 
It -has held three annual exhibitions of American manufactures. It sup- 
ports a course of lectures during the winter months, and has established 
a sehoolof design, which promises to be an important and highly useful 
branch of the institute. Among the objects of the association is the cot- 
iectiou of a library. About 1,000 volumes have already been obtained. 
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and vigorous efforts are making to increase the number. The institute is 
contemplating the immediate erection of a building for its purposes. 

CHESTEKTOWN. 

Washington College Libraries — 1,100 vols. — The College Library was 
fo'Jiided ill 1783, In 1837 the college was burned down, and only 1 70 
volumes rescued frOm the flames. Iii 1844 the college was revived, a 
new building erected, and 380 new volumes added. These, together 
with the valuable present of State papers, and other documents, by Hon. 
J. A. Pearce, form an aggregate of 1,000 volumes, with some good col- 
lectiiiDS of maps, tfec. No yearly appropriation of money for the increase 
of the library has, as yet, been made, in consequence of the determina- 
tion of the board to erect new buildings. After these are finished, a libe- 
ral sum will be set apart for the purchase of books; There is a manu- 
script, but no printed, catalogue. Persons connected with the college are 
allbwed the use of the books'without fee. Strangers are sometimes, by 
courtesy, permitted to use the library. S. S. Rogers, librarian. 

The Mount Vernon Society of Students, founded in 1847, has about 
100 Volumes. 

EMM F.TS BURG. 

Mount St. Mary's College Library— l,(\m vols. 

HAGERSTOWN. 

St. James College lAbraries — 3,500 vols. 

The College Libraiy contains - - - 2,.5O0 volumes. 

The Library of the Belles Lettres Society contains 500 " 

The Irving Society Library contains - - 500 " 

ROCKVILLE, 

Tli£ Montgnmery Cotinty Library AssocialioUf founded in 1849, has a 
commencement of "a library, (115 volumes.) The money received by 
annual subscriptions will be devoted to the increase of the collection. 
Arrangements have been made for fitting up a room in the building 
formerly occupied as the county clerk's office for a library and reading 
room. The library is open daily from 9 to 3 o'clock. Persons become 
members of the association by subscribing to the constitution, and paying 
a.small initiation fee. O, W. Treadwell, librarian. 

The Academy at Rockville has a small library, containing about 
150 volumes, for the use of the students. 

SANDY SPRING. 

Sandy S/iring Library Company. — This library, founded in 1841, con- 
tains about 500 volumes. About 70 volumes are added each year, and 
about 40 dollars expended for books. A catalogue was printed some six 
years ago, containing 12 pages 12mo. The library is open daily from 6 
a. m. to 10 p, m. It is resiricted to members of the company, who pay 
five dollars for a share, and ^1 50 annual subscription. Joseph Gilpin, 
Ubrarlaa. 



,/Google 



[120] 138 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 



College lAbi-aries — 26,100 rofe— The library of Georgetown College 
dates from (he. foundation of ihe college, in 1792, aiid contains at 
present 25,000 volumes. Many duplicates have been given to kindred 
institutions, and a valuable collection of astronomical works has been 
taken from the library and placed in the observatory attached to the col- 
lege. About$350 a year areexpended for books. The library is kept in 
a room 33^ by 86 feet, most tastefully arranged with shelves of Brazilian 
wood, biixts'-eye maple, curled maple, ifcc, the work of one of the mem- 
bers of the institution. There is also an octagonal room for state papers, 
journals, &c. No catalogue has been published, but one will soon be 
put to press. The books are arranged according to subjects. Only the 
faculty and students of the higher branches are entitled to take books from 
the library, and the person borrowing the book is strictly prohibited from 
lending it to any person, even in the college. Books are very seldom lent 
out of the college; owing to the loss of several works, great caution is ex- 
ercised in lending. Rev. J. M. Finotti, librarian. 

The Philodemic and Philonoraosian Debating Societies have libraries of 
books in general literalnre, in all upwards of 1,100 volumes, purchased 
with the subscriptions of members, or presented by members on their ad- 
mission to the societies. 

The college library is one of the most valuable in the country, partic- 
ularly in theology and the classics. It contains a complete set of the 
Acta Saiictomm, the Church Fathers in the Benedictine editions, and 
many works of great value and rarilj', at least in this country. 



The Library of Congress— -50, Q^ wfe.— The first Library of Congress 
was founded April 24j ISOO. It was collected under the direction of Dr. 
Mitchell, Mr, Gallatin, and others, and consisted of about three thousand 
volumes, when it -wss destroyed by the British army on the 24th of 
August, 1S14. It was a valuable collection, and was much resorted to in 
the early days of the city. The total loss of the library induced iVlr. Jef- 
ferson to offer his collection to Congress, It was purchased in 1815. It 
consisted of about 7 000 volumes, for which Mr. Jefferson received 
t23',000. It formed the nucleus of the present library, which contains 
(January 1, 1850) about 60,liHIO volumes, a few manuscripts, a series 
of medals designed by Denon and executed by order of the French 
government, commemorative of events daring the reign of Napoleon; 
some valuable maps snd charts, and busts of several of the Presidents', 
•with a few paintings of interest. The yeaily average increase is about 
1,800 volumes. $5,000 per annum are appropriated by Congress for the 
purchase of miscellaneous books, and ^1,(100 for law books. 

The library occupies three rooms in the Capitol, only one of which 
was-originally designed for the purpose. The principal library-room is 
92 feet in length, 34 feet in width, and 36 feet in height. It contains 12 
alcoves— 6 on each side — divided by a gallery. The hooks are arri>.nged 
according to subjects, on the system of Bacon. Catalogues have been 
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puWJshed as follows: In 1802 (10 pp. Svo.;) supplement, 1803 (3 pp.) 
and .t808 (41 pp.;) in 1812 (101 pp. 8vo.;) in 1815 (170 pp. 4to., 
containing Jefferson's library;) supplement, 1820 (28 pp.;) and in 1830 
and '31 (362 pp. Svo.) 

The last catalogue was printed in 1840 (747 pp. Svo.) The additions 
since that time are in annual suppienients. A new catalogue is in press. 

The library is open everyday during the sessions of Congress. During 
the recess it is opened on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday of each 
week, six hours each day. Members of Congress, the President and Vice 
President of the United States, Heads of Departments, Judges of the Su- 

Erenie Court, Secretary of the Senate, Clerk of the House, agents of the 
library Committee, and Foreign Ministers, are entitled to the use of the 
library, and are allowed to take out boolcs. The number of boolts annu- 
ally lent out is not k»own, nor can the number of persons consulting the 
library be stated. It is very great during the sessions of Congress, John 
■S. Meehan, librarialn; E. B. Stelle and C. H. W. Meehan, assistants; 
Rohert Kearon, messenger. 

In the catalogue the works are classed according to the system of Lord 
Bacon. This system was introduced by Mr. Jefferson, and, unfortu- 
nately, has been continued here, after its abandonment in most other 
libraries. It was not intended by its author as a bibliographical sys- 
tem, nor has any iniprovement which it has received rendered it conve- 
aient or useful for that purpose. 

The Library of Congress is one of great value. It is worthy of a mi- 
nute and accurate catalogue. It would be comparatively useless with- 
out one, were it not for the catalogue of its contents written upon 
the memory of the hbrarians. In a catalogue of the Library of. Congress 
■every book, pamphlet, map, handbill, speech, and important article in a 
review or magazine, should be entered carefully and accurately under the 
name of its author, and alphabetical and analytical indexes of subjects 
should be made. The catalogue should be a model performance. Such 
an one should not, of course, be required from the present force empi 
in the library, which is not sufficient for the regular woi'k of the e 
lishment. The malting of a catalogue should be a separate afSiir. 

The librarian is appomted by the President of the United States, and is 
governed by rules adopted by the President of the Senate and the Spealier 
of the House of Eepresentatives. A joint committee of the two houses 
is charged with the purchase of the books. 

lAbrarij of the House of Representatives — 12,000 vols. — Besides the 
Library of Congress, there is in the Capitol a library. for the use of the 
members of the House, consisting mostly of public documents, and con- 
taining several sets, nearly complete, from the first commencement of the 
government. The aggregate number of volumes is at present upwards 
of 12,000. The annual increase is about 400 volumes. The library oc- 
cupies a series of closets, triangular rooms, and attics, near the hall of the 
House. It is open daily while the House is in session, and is the con- 
stant resort of members, who alone are entitled to the use of it. There 
is no printed catalogue, but one in manuscript. Philip Williams, librarian . 

Library of the Stale Department — 7,000 voh. — The library commenced 
with the "Department of Foreign Affairs," in 1781. It contains at 
present about 7,000 volumes and 500 pamphlets. The number of maps 
■and charts unbound is about 1,500. The annual increase is ah.nut 50 
volumes. About |100 are expended for books. The libfi^ij'SSiieilflt^lc 
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building of the deparlment, and occupies two rooms. The larger is 36 
feet long, 16 feet 9 inches wide, and 14 high, divided on one side into 
seven alcoves. The smaller room is 17 feet by 15 feet 9 inches. A cata- 
logne was printed ivi 1835, (small 8vo.- 67 pp.,) and another in 1S30 
(small 8vo., 150 pages.) 

Besides the public library of the Slate Department, there is a large col- 
lection of manuscripts relating to the history of the country, in the ar- 
chives of the department. The number cannot now be iiccnrately stated. 

Copyright books — fitate Department. — Since May 31, 1790, when the 
first copyright act was passed, books and other articles have been accumu- 
lating in the State Department, deposited there in accordance with the 
provisions of the law. They number at present about 10,000 volumes, 
besides maps and charts; over 3,000 pieces of music, and more than 800' 
lithographic prints and engravings. 

The average annual increase of books for the last ten years has been 
about 4')0 volumes. These articles are kept in two rooms in the State De- 
partment, each about 18 by 21 feet and 12 feet high. They are arranged 
in close presses, according to their subject-matter. There is no complete 
catalogue. The rooms are open from 9 o'clock a. m. to 3 p. m. on office 
days. The books are not lentout. Butfewpersonsconsuttthelibrary — 
probably not more than 50 a year. Charles E. Weaver, librarian. 

ThelAbraryofthe War Department, ffasAiwg-(0M, was organized about 
the year 1833^ when Leivis Cass was Secretary of War, It contains 
about 7,000 or 8,000 volumes, all the government medals, (50 or 60 in 
number,) arid is well supplied with maps and charts. About S53,0OO has 
for the last ten years been the average annual expenditure for the pur- 
chase of books. The library- occupies a room in the War Department 50 
by 18 feet, handsomely furnished. It is open every day, excepting 
Sunday, from 9 to 3 o'clock. The heads of departments and bureaus, 
officers of the army and navy, foreign ministers, and the clerks of the 
War Department, are entitled to the use of the books, and are allowed to 
take them from the library. Charles Lanman, librariau- 

Columbian CoUegc lAbraries — 6,200 vols.— The library of the Colum- 
bian College was funded in 1821. It contains (January, 1850) about 
4,500 volumes, and some maps, charts, and engravings. The' yearly 
average increase is about 50 volumes. The collection of a fund for the 
library has been commenced. The librarian is now preparing a catalogue 
for the press. The library is opened once a week, and kept open several 
hours. Officers, students, trustees, and such other persons as diey may 
recommend, may use the books. 

There are two societies of students connected with the college, pos- 
sessing in their libraries about 1,700 volumes, 

IMlrary of the Navy Department. — The Navy Department has no reg- 
ularly organized library. There are, however^ valuable collections of 
books in the office of the chief clerk, in the Bureau of Ordnanceand Hy. 
Urography, in the Bureau of Yards and Docks, and in the Bureau of Con- 
struction. In all there are not less thari 3,000 volumes, including Con- 
gressional documents. 

The Library of the Patent Office contains about 6,000 vohimes. A cata- 
logue was printed in 1847, (34 pages 8vo.) The library has greatly in- 
creased since that time. It contains a valuable collection of works on 
chemistry, agriculture, technology, engineering, ifcc; complete series of 
many valuable scientiiic periodicals; the best encyclopedias, English, 
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French, Germaiij ifec. It is in a room in the Patent Officii, and under 
the care of a librarian appointed by the Commissioner of Patents, 

TVcasurp Department — 2,000 wo/s,— Books have, from lime to time, 
been procured by occasional appropriations by Congress, for a library of 
the Treasury Department. Uiiii! the present yeai , however, no sucEi in- 
stitution has been regularly organized. Very recently Mr. John Taliaferro, 
of Yirgtnia, has been appointed librarian ; a room in the Treasury build- 
ing, 60 feet by 20, has been appropriated and fitted np for the collection; 
and measures have been taken for establishing a library upon a perma- 
nent foiindatiSn, and procuring for it books important to the officers of the 
department, for whose use the library is principally designed. 

The library of the Engineer Department contains about 1,700 vol- 
umes, including Congressional documerlts, of which the sets are nearly 
complete since 1805, many manuscript official reports, and a large num- 
ber of maps and charts relatingtothe defences of the country. The yearly 
average increase is about 50 volnoies. Books are purchased out of the 
contingent fund of the department, annually granted by Congress. The 
library is in the office of the Chief Engineer, Winder's building, and is 
open every day from 9 to 3 o'clock. Books are lent to the oiRcers of the 
department, the clerks, and to other persons by courtesy. The assistant 
to the Chief Engineer is ex officio librarian. The present officer is Cap- 
tain Frederick A. Smith, United Slates engineers. 

Washington Library — 6,000 vols. — The "Directors of the Washington 
Library Company" were incorporated by act of Congress, approved April 
18, 1814, The library contains about 6,000 volumes, and increases at the 
rate of about 50 volumes per annum. The pri(;e of a share is ^12, sub- 
ject to an annual assessment of §3. The library is open ciaily from 3 
o'clock tiii 6 p. m. A catalogue was printed in 1S35, containing 76 pages 
12mo, 

The lAbrary of the Smithsonian Institution — 6,000 vols. — The Smithso- 
oian Institution was established by act of Congress, lOlh August, 1846, 
upon a fnnd bequeathed by James Smithson, esq., of England. The act 
of Congress provides that the Board of Regents, to whom is intrusted the 
management of the institution, shall make an annual appropriation, not 
exceeding $25,000 a year, for the collection of a library. By aresolution 
of the Regents the whole income of the institution is to be perpetually di- 
vided into two equal parts; one-half to be devoted to the publication of 
memoirs, reports, ifcc, the instituting of researches, and the support of 
leclnfes, &c.; the other part to collections in science, Uterature and art. 
Common expenses are to be divided equally between the two departments. 
As the museum and cabinet will require but small annual appropriations, 
the greater part of the half of the income devoted to collections wilt be ex- 
pended for a library. From this provision, and from gifts, exchanges, 
and bequests, we may justly hope to see, ere long, upon this foundation 
alibrary worthy of the United States of America— one which shall release 
us from a provincial dependaiice iu literary matters upon the libraries of 
Europe. As a full account of the collection at present belonging to the 
institution will be found in the librarian's report (to which this is an ap- 
pendix,) it is unnecessary to give further details in this place. The library 
IS open daily, during business houi%. The books are accessible to all who 
wish to use them in the room. The use of the library is already consid- 
erable. The number of visitors is very great. C. C. Jewett, librarian. 
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The National hiatitiUe for the Promotion of Scienco was founded at 
Washington U May, 1840, and incorporated by act of Congress, approved 
37th Tuiy, 1842. The hbrary contams 3,173 volumes and pamphlets. It 
has three manuscripts, viz; two Arabic, and one ihuminated Latin. There 
are, also, considerabie collections of maps, charts, and engravings. In the 
cabinet are many medals, coins, tkc. The library has been received en- 
tirely by donation and exchange. It is of course quite misceilaneons ; 
but it contains many valuable scientific and hislorical works, and' transac- 
tions of learned societies. Many useful and costly books have been ob- 
tained for Ihe institute by Mr. Alexandre Tattemare, the .well known ad- 
vocate of the system of international exchanges. The library occupies, 
temporarily, a room, 32 feet square, in the Patent Office of the United 
States. There is no printed catalogue, but one in manuscript. The h- 
brary is always opened when calls are made especially for books; but 
there are no stated times for opening it. No rules have been adopted re- 
specting the use of the library. Members of the institute are entitled to 
visit the library, and there consult books as they wish; but they cannot 
take them away. Dr. James H. Causten-, jr., librarian. 

Jeffurson Apprentices^ fJbrary — 3,000 vm. 

ZAbraiy of ike Observatory — 500 voU. — The observatory (depot of charts 
and instruments) was established in 1813, under the Navy Department. 
Its library is composed mostly of mathematical works. 

YIRGINIA. 

EEllRYVILLE. 

The Academy Library — I,060«"i/s. — The president and trustees of this 
institution, in their report to the president of the literary fund, in 1835, state: 
"About 25 years since a lot of ground, containing about two acres, was 
procured in the town of Berry ville, and a building erected thereon by pri- 
vate contribution, at an expense of about $3,000, which has since been 
constantly occupied as an English and classical academy. A few years 
since further subscriptions were entered into for the gradual purchase of a 
library of about 1,000 volumes, to be attached lo the academy; which 
library is also in successful operation, and promises to be extensively use- 
ful, both to the students of the academy and to the residents in its imme- 
diate neighborhood." 

BETHANY. 

College Libraries — ^8,3S0 vols. — The library of Bethany College was 
founded in 1840, and contains 1,324 volumes, 13 maps and charts, and 
21 engravings. One-half of the matriculation fees received from students 
is devoted to the library. The fund consequently fluctuates with the 
number of new students each successive session. The library is opened 
one hour each week. All persons connected with the institution are 
entitled to the use of the library. Books are not lent to other persons. 
There are two literary societies connected with the college. . The Neoiro- 
phip.n Society, founded in November, 1841, has alibrary of 563 volumes. 
The American Literary Insthute, founded in December, 1841, has a 
library of 494 volumes. J. D. Pickett;, librarian. 
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BoviJTJw;;, ivTECKLEXBUEG eou^'i- 



lAhranj of IiianrMph Macmt 0>Ue,?e, tiear Boydtown — 6,000 vols. — 
This institution was ineorporatect in 1833. Its library and mineralogical 
cabinet are valiiecl, in tfio report to tlie president of the literary fund, in 
183.5, at $4,500. The number of volumes in its libraries is stated in the 
Americaii Almanac, for 1850, at 6,000. 



BHUNSWICK COUKT 



Ebenezer Academy, incorporated in 1795, reporSs to the piesident of 
tile liiei'iiry fund, in 1835, "a small library." 

CAROLINE COUNTY. 

Rappuhtuvrwck Academy. — Incorporated 1809-'10. The trustees in 
their report to the president of the literary fund, in 1835, say: "Connected 
with the institution is a library, selected, for the most part, by the late 
Colonel John Taylor, who may be regarded as the father of the institu- 
tion, and purchased with funds obtained by the sale of the organ belong- 
ing to Mount Church. The library contains works on law, medicine, 
theology, history, biography, science, geography, political economy, (fcc, 
&c. It is, however, very inadequate to the wants of the academy; but 
such additions Jire made to it, from timp to time, as its feeble means will 
allow." 

CHARLOTTES VILLE, 

lAbrarij of the University of Fi>^'«m— 18,378 vols. — The library was 
founded in 1825, and contains 18,378 volumes, 24 maps and charta, and 
2,000 engravings. The yearly average increase for the last ten years has 
been 413 volumes. The yearly average expendiliire, prior to 1848, ^00; 
for 1848, $1,000. The regular annual appropriation, out of the revenues 
of the university, is $500. The Madison legacy of gl,500 yields $90 
per annum, for the increase of the collection. The libraiy occupies the 
third story and dome of therotundo — a circular brick building, 75 feet in 
diameter, erected in 1825, expressly for a library, ibrS7O,0o0. The two 
lower stories are used for lee tu re- rooms , laboratory, rnuseam, &.c. A 
catalogue was printed in 1828 containing 116 pages Svo. The hbrary is 
open daily for aH hour and a half. The rector, visitors, professors, and 
students of the university, and no others, are entitled to the use of the 
library. To these persons books are lent out under certain prescrit«d 
limitations. About 3,000 ai-e taken oiu annually. About 976 persons, in. 
a year,, consult the Ubrary without taking away books. William Westen- 
baker, librarian. 

"This library^tis originally selected ajid arranged by Mr. .lefferson. It 
has since been augmented by several valuable donations, among which 
are the legacy of Mr. Madison, amounting to 587 voluraesj that of the- 
late Christian Bohn, esq., a generous and enlightened citizen of Rich- 
mond, amounting to 3,380 volumes; and a donation of 234 works by an 
unknown and benevolent lady, through tiie Rev. Dr. Alexander, of 
Princeton. It contains an tinusuaUy large propcrtion of standard literary 
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and scientific works in the principal Eiiropfian languages, together with a 
rich and extensive collection of engravings." [Annnal catalogue, 18<18-'9,] 

EMOET, WASHINGTOK CODNTT. 

Emory and HevTy College Libraries — 8,001 nofe. — The college library 
was founded in 1839, and contains 2,591 voluifjes, 51 maps and charts, 
and 63 coins. The yearly average increase, for the last I'm years, has 
been 250 volumes. The average annual expenditure about ^75, raised 
by a tax of gl a year on each person using tbe library. A catalogue (28 
pages 12mo.) was printed in 1S46. The library is open one hour and a 
half each week. Any person paying the fee, and conforming to the rules, 
may borrow the books. E. Loiigley, librarian. 

There are two societies of students possessing libraries: the Hernie- 
sian Society, 2,693 volumes; and the Oalliopean Sociely, 2,717 Tohimea, 

FAIRi^AX COVKTY, 

The Episcopal Theological Seminary of Virginia — 4,99o vols. — The 

library, founded , contains 4,995 volumes, besides a considerable 

number of unbound periodicals and pamphlets. There is no permanent 
fund for the library. About $50 a year are appropriated by the trustees 
for the purchase of books. The library-room is about 30 feet by 15, The 
library is opened twice a week. Those connected with the institution, 
and a few gentlemen in the neighborhood, are entitled to the use of the 
books. About 650 books are lent out in a year. There is a small library 
(200 volumes) belonging to the Rhetorical Society, Professor Packard, 
D. D., librarian. 

Lr:xINGTON. 

Washirtgion Cullcge Lihrarins — 4,997 uois.— Tlic college library was 
founded in the spring of 1776, On October 13, 1774, a resolution was 
passed by the Hanover presbytery, appointing a committee to raise sub- 
scriptions for this purpose. In 1837 the library, though more than 60 
years old, scarcely contained 700 volumes, and those were in a very shat- 
tered condition. It had no fund or other means of increase, A small 
fee has, for several years, been imposed upon every matriculate, which is 
devoted to the library, and yields from $125 to @150 per annum. Since 
1837, about 230 volumes of public documents have been received from 
Congress, and about 420 volumes, "of a solid and substantial character," 
have been added by purchase. The library now contains 1. ,397 volumes. 
The college laws provide only for its use by students and professors, who 
can have access any day for consultation, and can take out books on the 
regular days twice a week. Other persons would doubtless be allowed 
the use of the books on applying for permission. 

There are, besides, two literary societies connected with the college, 
possessing libraries of 1,800 volumes each, Rev. P, Calhoun, librarian. 

Virg-nia.Militari/ I/islitule. —The library, founded in 1841, contains 
2,500 volumes. The average annual tncreai^e has been 250 volumes. 
For the last five years, the State legisbture has appropriated $500 per an- 
num for the library. This is the only permanent resource. A room. 
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80 ty 20 feet, in the public building, is appropriated to the use of the 
library. The library is open half an hour each week. The use ef it to 
olficers and cadets is gratuitous. About 1,500 volumes a year are lent 
out. Any person of respectability can always procure a book on apphca- 
lion. Col, Francis H. Smith, librarian. 



Library Association — d53vols. — Founded January 1, 1S42, Thelibrary 
contains 353 toIuqios, 2 manuscripts, 25 maps, 6 charts. It is opened 
once a week, and kept open two hours. A person may become a mem- 
ber by paying $1 per annum. T. J. Humphreys, librarian. 

N0BTHDMBEBL4ND COUNTY. 

Academy lAbrarij — 150 »;ofe.— Founded in 1819. The trustees in their 
report to the president of the iiterary fund, in 1835, state: " The trustees 
have commenced a library, and have procured about 150 volumes of 
books, a set of globes and surveying instraments, and some maps; and 
for tiie want of funds, are unable to proceed ftmher in this way." 

PARKERSBTjriG, 

LAUrary Association — 360 vols. — Incorporated January 11, 1844. The 
library was commenced in the autumn of that year, and contains 360 vol- 
umes. About $40 a year are expended for books. The library is open 
every week-day during business hours. Persons entitled to the use of 
the books are: 1. Members of the association, whcpay three dollars per 
annum; 2, Subscribers, who pay $2 per annum; 3. Apprentices, wards, 
and children of members or subscribers (they being responsible,) at$l per 
annum. The avei^age annua! issue of books is about 225. Non subscri- 
bers may obtain the use of books by depositing their value. S. C. Shaw, 
librarian. 

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY. 

Union Theological Seminary — i,306 vols — This institution is under 
the direction of the Presbyterians. It was founded in 1812. The library 
was founded in 1828, and contains 4,306 volumes and some manuscripts. 
The increase is slow; less than 100 volumes a year. Efforts are in pro- 
gress to raise a fund for enlarging the library. The books are kept at 
present in the gallery of the seminary chapel. There is a catalogue, 
printed in 1833, of 107 pages 8to, The library is open on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, one hour. All persons connected with the seminary and the 
faculty of Hampden Sidney College are entitled to the use of the books. 
The collection is a very valuable one, and is often consulted; but books 
are not lent out to others besides those mentioned, except on the personal 
responsibility of the librarian. The Society of Inquiry on Missions has 
200 bound volumes and a multitude of papers and pamphlets. Rev. Sam- 
uel S. Graham, librarian. 

Hampden Sidney College Libraries — 8,000 vols. — This coliege was 
chartered in 1783. In 1&S5, the president and trustees, in their report to 
Mis,— 10 
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the president of the lilerary fund, say: "The college has a few booftSj 
scarcely deserving the name of a Ubrary. The two socieSies hare each 
a respectable library." "By the census of 1840, this institmion had 65 
students, and 8,000 volumes in its library." [Howe's Hist. Coll.] This 
number probably includes the books in the society libraries. 

PRUNTYTOWN, TAYLOR COTTMTY. 

Rector College Library — 2,000 vols. — This college was chartered by 
the legislature ill 1838. It was opened for the reception of students in 1839. 
The library was founded in 1840. It is a "valuable collection of more 
than 2,000 volumes, containing the Latin and Greek classics, a choice se- 
lection of works of modern authors, English ;■ French, German, Sftenish, 
Ac. In the deparlraents of theology, anatomy, mathematics, history, and- 
moral science and law, are many standard authors." The whole library 
was collected in contributions from a great number of e)eTgyrr,en, officers 
of colleges and seminaries, and individuals in the New England States, 
but mostly in Massachusetts. The roi>ra occupied by the library is 95^ 
leet square, in the third story of tlie brick building erected for the col- 
lege in 1838- '39. The library is open one hour a week. All the officers 
and students are entitled to the use of the library ; the latter pay fifty cents 
a year for the pririlege. Books are also lent to persons living in the towrs 
and vicinity. Besides the college library, the principal has a private 
library of 1,000 volumes, acessible to all the. students. Charles Wheeler;, 
principal. 

KICHMOND. 

State LAhrnry of Virginia — 14,000 vols. — Founded in IB28, and con- 
tains about 14,000 volumes. There is a permanent fund derived from 
sales of books and maps published by the State, devoted to the increase- 
of the library. It will yield about $2,000 per annum. The library occu- 
pies two rooms in the capitol; the larger 35 feet square, with a gallery 
containing an upper range of shelves; the smaller room is about 30 feet by 
15. Several catalogues have been printed. The last m "A Catalogue of 
the Library of the State of Virginia, arranged alphabetically, under dif- 
ferent heads, with the number and sizeof iheTohrnies of each work speci- 
fied ; to which are prefixed the rules and regulations provided for its gov- 
ernment"— 157 pages 8vo.-. Kichraond,'1849; it is a haiidsonaely printed' 
catalogue, in which the books are arranged under twelve divisions. The 
departments best supplied are those of law, politics, and history. The 
general collection is very good. About 200 volumes have been received 
through M. Vattemare's system of exchanges. The library is open daily, 
Sundays and holidays excepted, from 9 a. m, to 3 p.m. Officers of gov- 
ernment, judges of the courts, and members of the legislature are entitled 
to the use of the library. '^The customary courtesies are extended to visit- 
ors and to persons engaged in literary or scientific research. A note pay- 
able to the governor for double the value of the book, o iset to which it 
belongs, must be given by any person taking a book from the library,, 
conditioned upon its prompt and safe return. The note is to contain a 
further forfeiture foreveryday's detention of the book beyond the specified 
time. W. H. Hichardson, librarian eir officio. 
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!rAe Virginia Historical and Philosophical Socielt/ — 1,200 vols, — This 
society was fonned 29th December, 1831. Ttie General Assembly, by 
an act of the 10th March, 1834, incorporated the society, and by i-esolu- 
tion of the 6th February, 1833, directed to be presented to it a copy of the 
large map of Virginia, and such books and papers belonging to the library 
fund as the joint committee on the library may designate. A leading 
object of the society was to collect and preserve books and papers, both in 
print and manascript, relating to the history of America, and especially of 
Virginia; to make its library a repository of everything of the kind, as tar 
aa pracricabie. [See preface to C. Robinson's "Voyages to North America, 
1680 to 1673," 8vo.: Richmond, 1848. Prepared for the society.] 

The library of the society now contains about 200 volumes, and about 
60 mantjscripts, relatii3g chieSy to the history of Virginia, and a few 
medals, coins, and relics. But few purchases have been made. The 
library is kept in a large room in the law building, in which the meetings 
ofthe society are also held. It is open for consultation daily at all hours. 
Members of the society can introduce others. No books are allowed to 
be taken from the room. Perhaps 100 different persons consult the col- 
lection in a year. William Maxwell, corresponding secretary eBiad 
librarian. 

The private library of Mr. Maxwell, lent to the society and deposited 
in their rooms, contains about 1 ,000 volumes. 

Richmond College Liibrary — 1,201) wAs. — This library, founded in 1843, 
contains 1,200 volumes, a few maps, andaliout4t) diagrams for illusu-ating 
natural philosophy. The library occupies a room (12 by 18 feet) in the 
college building. Ft is opened once a week for half an hour, and fre- 
quently at other times, by request. Students who have the gospel min- 
istry in view, pay nothing; other students pay $1 per annum for the use of 
the books. The Mn-Sigma-Rho Society has 60 volumes of books and a 
reading-room, with 6 periodicals, accessible by paying 6^ cents per month, 
Robert Rytand, preaident. 

The Library Association — 1,600 vok. — This association published in 
1841 a catalogue of its library, io 22 pp. 8vo. 



lAbrary f>f the X^iterary tSocicty — 1,000 vols. — The " Literary Society 
oiRomney" was founded on the4tliof February, 1819, and incorporated 
by an act of the General Assembly of Virginia, passed January 3, 1823. 
A leading object of its institution was the purchase of a library of valuable 
standard authors, by the annual subscription of its members — an object 
which has been since steadily pursued, its present library of 1,000 vols, 
having been acquired solely hy this means. By the liberality of the 
legislature (acts of the 6th of January, 1832, and of 15th of February, 
1844,) the society, having then become possessed of considerable means, 
procured an act to be passed on the 13th of December, 1 846, conferring 
upon it authority "to establish at or near the town of Romney a seminary 
of learning, for the instruction of youth in the various branches of science 
and literature." Immediately after the passage of this last act the "Rom- 
ney Classical Institute" was founded under the auspices of the society, 
and is in a very prosperous condition. After 1853 the society will have 
received an endowment of ^20,000; and will possess a permanent fund of 
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$12,000, yielding $720 per annum; one-half of which is (devoted to the 
support of the Romney Classical Institute, and the remainder to the pur- 
poses of the Literary Society — the purchase of books, philosophical appa- 
ratus, &c. In 1845 a handsome brick building (two slories high, main 
building M feet by 40, with a wing forming a convenient residence for 
the principal of the institute) was built by the Literary Society, for its 
own use, and for an academy. The building and grounds cost about 
$8,000. The upper story of the main building is devoted to the use of 
the society, and is divided into two rooms — a hall for meetings, and a 
library. The meetings of the society are held in public, semi-monthly, 
for the discussion ofquestionshterary, moral, &;c.; and lectures on various 
subjects are occasionally delivered before it, by its own members or others, 
on the invitation of the society. By resolutions of the society, the use 
of its library is extended to ministers of the gospel of all denominations 
gratis, and to citizens generally on the same terms as those on which it is 
enjoyed by its own members. A '<catalogueof the members and library" 
■was printed at Romney, June 1, 1849: 16 pages I6mo. There are at 
present twenty regular members, who pay $3 each per annum to the 
library fund; and eight library members, admitled under certain regula- 
tions of the society, and paying the same fees. Persons having the use 
of the library are furnished with keys, and may enter at any time. Cler- 
gymen of the village, or vicinity, and the principal of the institute, are 
the only persons to whom the privileges of the library have been gratu- 
itously extended. The librarian is A. P. White, of Romney. The prin- 
cipal of the institute is E. J. Meany. 



William and Mary College lAbranj — 5,000 vols. — This college, next 
to Harvard the oldest in the country, was founded in 1692. It is not 
known with certainty when the library was commenced. It now num- 
bers about 5,000 volumes. It is supported by a matriculation fee, or tax, 
of $5 a year from each student, amounting to about $400 a year. The 
library is opened one hour a week. There is no printed catalogue. Pro- 
fessor M. J. Smead, librarian, 

NOUTH CAROLIiHA. 

CHAPEL HILL, 

Libraries of the Vniversity of North Carolina — 11,847 vols. — The Uni- 
versity of North Carolina was incorporated December 11, 1789. The 
business of education was commenced early in the year 1795. At that 
time the library was begun. (See History of the University of North 
Carolina, American Quarterly Register, November, 1842.) It now con- 
tains 343 folios, 357 quartos, 3,536 octavos, and 265 duodecimos; in all, 
3,601 volumes, besides a collection of manuscripts, principally relating to 
the history of North CaioHna. The shelves of the room occupied as a 
library have been for some time more than full; and for this, among other 
reasons, little effort has been made lo increase the library. A separate 
building is in contemplation, and will probably bo erected during the en- 
suing year; and, when this is completed, it is expected that systematic 
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anangements will be made for the increase of the library. The library 
is open five times a week, an hour at a time. The fiiculty and the stu- 
dents use the library without fees. Ashbel G. Brown, A. M., librarian. 
There are two literary societies connected with the college which have 
valuable libraries. The Dialectic Society has 26 folios, 93 quartos, 3,478 
octavos, and 1,938 duodecimos; in all, 4,d35 volumes. A catalogue was 
printed in 1831, (21 pp. 13mo.,) containing 1,673 volumes; another in 
1835, (36 pp. 8vo. ,) containing 3,060 volumes. The PhUanthropic Society 
has 26 folios, 167 quartos, 3,314 octavos, 804 duodecimos, et inf.; in all, 
4,311 volumes. A catalogue was published in 1823, (18 pp. Svo,,) con- 
taining 1,473 volumes. These libraries are in buildings apparently con- 
nected with the wings of the other college buildings; separated, however, 
by a wall and copings of some four feet high. They were erected in 
1847, of brick, at an expense of |10,000. The rooms are fitted up with 
alcoves 8 by 8 feet on each side. The central aisle is 20 feet wide; the 
length of the room 37 feet. All residents on the Hill who seem to be 
proper persons to have books, are allowed to use them without charge. 
The libraries are opened twice a week for an hour. The books in both 
are well selected, and in fine condition: they are much used. 



Davidson College Libraries — 1,200 vols. 

BALEIGH. 

State Library — 3,000 vols. 



The Fhyette Academy possesses a library, founded in 1804, containing 
about 1,500 volumes. The library is for the use of the teachers and 
pupils of the academy, which is an unincorporated institution of the Mo- 
ravian Church. E. A. de Schweinitz, principal. 

VALLE CRDCia, WATAUGA COUNTY. 

Mission School lAbrary — 1,500 vols. 

WAKE FOREST. 

5 Libraries— ^,tW vols. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 



The LAbrary Society — 20,000 vo&.— The library was founded in 1748. 
On the 15th of January, 1778, it was nearly destroyed by fire; only 185 
velumes of 5,00§ or 6,01)0 being saved. It now contains 20,000 volumes. 
Its average annual increase for the last ten years has been 180 volumes, be- 
sides pamphlets. Average annual expenditure for the same period, about 
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$1,000. The income of the institution is derived from an annual assess- 
ment upon the members of $10 each; from rents of rooms and buildings 
belonging to the society, and from admission fees of new members, $25 
each. It of course varies with the rise or fall -of rent, and the number 
of new members admitted. It is at present about $2,500. A brick 
building, erected and long occupied by the Banlt of South Carolina, 
was purebred abotit ten years ago by the society, and the upper storyj 
consisting of one room 40 feet by 35, and two others^ each 20 feet 
square, was fitted up at an expense of $2,000 for the library. The rooms 
on the first story are rented as offices. A three-story brick building be- 
longing to the estate is rented as a dwelling-house. 

"A catalogue of the books belonging to the Charleston Library Society, 
published by order of the society," containing 3T5 pages 8vo., was 
printed at Charleston in 1826. This is a classed catalogue, with an alpha- 
betical index of authors and the titles of anonymous works. The preface 
contains a minute history of the society, with some excellent remarks on 
the arrangement and cataloguing of a library. 

Volume two of the catalogue, containing books purchased since 1826,. 
in 144 pp. 8vo., was printed at Charleston in 1845. This volume is 
clasBified, but the classification is diff'erent from that of the first volume. 
It has no index. 

"A list of books obtained by the Charleston Library Society since the 
publication of the second volume ot the catalogue of books, being the 
first supplement to the same, prepared by the librarian, and printed by 
order of the society," was published in 1847, at Charleston. It is alpha- 
betical, and contains 23 pages 8vo. Several catalogues were printed 
before the destruction of the first library: in 1T90, in 1802, in 1806, an- 
other in 1811, when the library contained 7,000 volumes. Some supple- 
mentary pages were printed in 1816 and 1818. 

The library is open every day, Sundays and holidays excepted, from 
10 o'clock a. m. to 3 o'clock p. m. About 5,000 volumes are lent out 
annually to members of the society or to their orders. The book com- 
mittee may extend the privileges of the library occasionally to others- 
William Logan, secretary and librarian. 

The following inleresdng sketch of the history of this important insti- 
tution is taken from the prefece to the catalogue of 1826: 

"The Charleston Library Society owes its origin to seventeen young 
gentlemen, who, in the year 1748, associated for the purpose of raising a 
smali fund to 'collect such new pamphlets' and magazines as should 
occasionally be pubhshed in Great Britain. They advanced and remitted 
to London ten pounds sterling as a fund to purchase such pamphlets as 
had appeared during the current year, acting at first tmder a mere verbal 
agreement and without a name. Before the close of the year their views 
became more extensive; and on the 28th December, rules tor the organiza- 
tion of the society were ratified and signed, when they assumed the name 
of a Ldbrary Society, and made arrangements for the acquisition of books 
as well as of pamphlets. 

"Officers were first elected on thelstof April, 1749, and a few members 
were added during the spring and summer of that year. But as soon as. 
the benefits of such an association were distinctly understood, the society 
became popular, and before the close oi the year 1750 numbered more 
than 160 aiembers. 
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*<EfForts were made at an early period to obtain an act of incorporation . 
In the spring of 1751, through the influeiice of some of its members, a 
bill for incorporating the society was passed through both houses of As- 
sembly, but was defeated by the governor, who refused his assent and 
signature. In the spring of 1763 another bill was passed through the 
legislature, which shared the same fate; and in 1753 the agent of the 
colony in London was requested to make every exertion in his power to 
obtain from the Privy Councd in Great Britain a charter for the society, 
or instructions to the governor to ratify the act which both houses of the 
Colonial Assembly had passed. Upon an application to the Board of 
Trade by the agentj and some gentlemen who interested themselves in 
behalf of the society, they were informed that the measure was not con- 
sidered as contrary lo his Majesty's instructions, but that it was unprece- 
dented to ratify in England a bill to which the governor of a province 
had refused his assent. ■ 

"It is difficult now to ascertain the causes which created these obstrnc- 
tions to the incorporation of a literary society. But the effect was injurious, 
and had nearly produced a dissolution of the association. The members 
finally resolved to place their funds at interest, and make no further pur- 
chases until a charter ceuld be oblained. A third bill, however, was passed 
inl754, to which GovernorGlen finally gave his assent, and on the 34th 
June, 1765, it was confirmed by the Crown. 

"Prom this time the progress of the society was rapid and satisfactory. 
The members continued to invest a portion of their income in bonds, and 
soon began to embrace in their views the establishment of an institution 
for education in connexion with their library. 

"Such was the increase of their funds, that ia January, 1775, the 
amount in bonds was ^18,000, and between two and three thousand 
pounds were added to this sum between this period and the 1st of January, 
1778. 

"The library of the society, at the same time, was receiving regular ad- 
iJitions from annual purchases and the donations of individuals, which 
were then frequent. Great attention appears, from the minutes of the 
society, to have been paid at this period to classical literature, and many 
■discussions look place as to the portion of the funds which should be 
annually applied to this department of literature. The collection of clas- 
sical authors and of commentators on the classics was not only respecta- 
ble from its number, but valuable for the selection; for some excellent 
scholars then superintended this portion of its tabors. 

"it was in all probability this steady adherence of the society to the 
future establishment of an academy or college, (for the professors indicated 
in the report of the committee were adapted to a collegiate course of 
studies,) and the complexion of the library, that induced Mr. John 
M'Kenzie, a lawyer of eminence in Charleston, who died in the summer 
of 1771, to bequeath a valuable library- to the society for the use of a 
college when erected in this province. These books were received, dis- 
tinctly marked, and always kept apart from the books of the society. 

"The commencement of our revolutionary struggle suspended all 
schemes of improvement. It soon became difficult for the society to col- 
lect its funds — it became more difficult to invest them; a large sum was 
rfaced in the treasury of the State, and the certificates of this debt were 
for a long time unproductive memorandums. 

" But a heavier calamity awaited the society. The fire of the 15th 
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January, 1778, which desfi'oyed nearly one-half of Charleston, hroke oul 
a little after midnight in the immediate vicinity of the hbrary. From the 
hour, the violenceofanorth wind which unfortunately blew, and the com- 
bustible materials with which our houses were usually built, the neigh- 
borhood was enveloped in flames before any effectual assistance could be 
rendered. The library, which then contained, according lo the state- 
ment of Dr. Ramsay, who was a member at the time, between five and 
six thousand volumes, almost totally perished. A melancholy record on 
the journals states that only 185 volumes were saved, and many of these 
were volumes of mutilated sets. 

" M'Kenzie's library, irom some circumstance, probably accidental, 
fared better than that of the society: about two-thirds o-f the books were 
saved, though many of the sets were broken. 

" This loss could not at that time be repaired. The war closed ourcom- 
munication with England, and the British maritime force intercepted our 
intercourse with Europe. A few books were procured in the city, but 
Charleston iti^eK fell into the possession of the British in the spring of'^1780. 

" Prom a report made to the society in October, 1786, it appears that 
Fr. J. Fariau, who had been elected librarian in January, 1780, remained 
in Charleston during the time that tf»s city was occupied by the British 
troops; that he took charge of the library, removing it with him from place 
to place as circumstances compelled him to change his habitation , and that 
it was owing to his assiduous care that the remnants of these libraries were 
saved from entire destruction. 

*' Immediately after the peace the society was reorganized, ofBcers were 
appointed, and its meetings regularly resumed. But its funds were in a 
ruinous condition. Its members had been widely scattered by the acci- 
dents of war. Some had perished, many left the country, and those that 
remained could render but htde effectual aid to its treasury. The coun- 
try had been rendered desolate. The fortunes of individuals were pros- 
trated, and where the bonds remaining to the society were eventually 
good, it was difficult to collect either the principal or the interest. For 
several years, although some few purchases of books were made, the so- 
ciety seemed to exist rather as a social club than as a literary association. 

" If a catalogue entered on the books on the 3d November, 1790, is 
&ithful — and there seems no reason to doubt its correctness — the library of 
the society then contained only 342 volumes , and M'Kenzie's books were 
reduced to 403 volumes. The librarian's minutes corroborate this state- 
ment, for they show that, in 1790 and '91 , it was uncommon for more 
than three persons lo take out books in the course of a month, and in 
some months none were borrowed. 

" At length, in 1790, some debts due the society were put in a train for 
payment, and the indents which had been received for the money de- 
posited at the commencement of the war in the treasury of the State, 
amounting to about $11,000, which, though frequently urged, it had 
wisely declined to sell, were funded and rendersd Talwable. It was then 
ordered that this stock should be sold; that $6,400 should be sutecribed 
to the Bank of the United States, and that the remainder, with whatever 
sum should be received from their bonds or notes, should be applied 
to the purchase of books. The resolutions for the establishment of 
an academy were at this time finally repealed. The books which 
were imported in consequence of these orders, and which, from many 
circumstances, were delayed until the close of the year 1792, may 
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be considered as the foundation of our present collection. From this 
time the increase of the library has been regular ihough moderate, and 
the early misfortunes of the society will account for its deficiency in an- 
cient literature, and even in the political writings which preceded our 
revolutionary contest. In 1808, the books in the library amounted to 
4,500 volumes; by the catalogue of 1811, to 7,000; and the number now 
probably exceeds 12,009. 

"If this library should be found small, it must he remembered that it 
has been formed within a few years, from the very moderate contribution 
of its members. It has no patron to boast of — no act of public munifi- 
cence to record. If we except a few donations of single volumes or sets 
of books,* and one legacy from Benjamin Smith, inl770, of about $600, 
(^1,000 currency,) we find no memorial ef other assistance, 

"Previous to 1765, the library was kept at the houses of the respective 
librarians. 

" Gabriel Manigault, esq., who had been president or vice president of 
the society for many years, then presented the society with a lease for 
twenty-one years of a convenient building, in or near Kinloch court, 
and prepared it for the library at his own expense; and the library was 
removed there in the beginning of 1765, and continued until the fire of 
1778. Mr. Carwithen died in the summer of 1770, and Will. Hort was 
appointed librarian; he resigned in a few months, and Thomas Powell 
was elected on the 4th February, 1771; after holding the oifice four- 
teen months he resigned, and Samuel Price succeeded in April, 1772; he 
continued in office until the end of 1778, and Fr. J. Fariau was elected 
in 1779, and again in 1780, and continued librarian until the summer 
of 1783. After the fire of 1778, temporary accommodations were pro- 
cured for the library. In January, 1780, Will. H. Gibbes, esq., offered 
a part of his ofiice; the remnants of the library, however, appear to have 
been cased up after this time, for, in April, 1783, a committee was ap- 

Sinted ' to inquire for a proper room, that the books may be opened.' 
r. Dan. Cannon loaned the society a room in Q,ueen street for a short 
time; but when Mr. John M'Oall was elected librarian on the 1st July, 
1783, he removed the books to his office. In April, 1784, the intendant 
and wardens of the city offered the society a room in the Exchange, 
whither the books were removed. In October, 1787, the council required 
their room, and the library was placed at the corner of Broad street and 
the bay. In January, 1788, it was removed to the corner of Tradd street 
and the bay. In January, 1791, it was again removed to the corner of 
Broad and Church stteets, and in November, 1792, finally placed in the 
room it now occupies in the upper story of the court-house. 

" When the court-house was rebuilt by subscription, after having been 
burnt in 1788, the members of the Library Society subscribed very 
liberally, and promoted the subscription with their influence, with an un- 
derstanding that their books would be permitted to occupy some portion 

* " II deaerves to he noticed Ihat the indiYidual to whom thiB society k^ been moBt frequently 
and perhaps moat extensively indebted, is an inhabitant of Paris. Passing some time in Caro- 
lina with ills rather, many years ago, they received from some of its inhabitants those hospitable 
attentions which the cilizans of this country take so much pleasure in paying to strangers, and 
the courtesy has never been forgotten. Scarcely a year for some time past has elapsed without 
our receiving from him some volume or work as a lest^oionial of his remembrance. 1 alfode to 
Andre IUiQba.uit, the younger, the author of the splendid woric on the Forest Trees of North 
America." 
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of the building — and in this arrangement there has been hitherto a liberal 
acquiescence." 

Apprentices' lAbrary — 8,500 vols. — The society was incorporated 18th 
December, 1824, and rechartered in December, 1840, The hbrary was 
first opened June 1, 1824. It now contains about 8,500 volumes; about 
50 maps and charts, and six portraits of gentlemen distinguished in the 
Revolution; also a philosophical apparatus, worth about 500 dollars, and 
a pair of globes of three feet diameter, and new. The average annual in- 
crease is about 600 volumes. The average annual expenditure for books 
is about $150. A brick building with a tin roof was erected for the in- 
stitution in 1840, at a cost of 3^14,600. It is 78 feet long, 34 feet wide, 
and two stories high. The upper story is occupied solely as a lecture- 
room. The lower story contains a library 37 feet by 39, and two reading- 
rooms, each 23 feet by 12, A catalogue (336 pages small 8vo.) was 
printed in 1840. 

The library is open every day (except Sundays) from 4 o'clock p. m. 
till 9 in winter, and 10 in summer. Books are lent to members of the so- 
ciety, their families, and apprentices, and to other young persons recom- 
mended by members as beneficiaries. Each member pays one dollar for 
admission, and two dollars and fifty cents per annum in advance. About 
800 or 900 books, and sets of books, are taken out annually; or, on a 
daily average, about 22 books to about 18 applicants. All- strangers are 
welcomed to the use of the books at the library. Besides these, eight or 
ten residents resort to it daily as a reading-room. "The old books, 
and those not often consulted, unless bound with Russia leather, are 
apt to be injured by insects. They may be saved by taking them out 
every week or two and striking the backs together, also by clippings of 
Russia leather scattered about on the shelves." William Estell, secre- 
tary, treasurer, and librarian. 

The lAbrary of the College nf Charleston — 2,000 vols. — In the year 
1785, three colleges — one at Charleston, another at Winnsborough, and a 
third at Cambridge — received a common charter from the legislature of 
South Carolina. In 1791 a separate charter was granted to the College of 
Charleston, This institution was reorganized on the 20th of December, 
1837, at which time an act of the legislature was passed authorizing the 
transfer of all the college property to the city council of Charleston, The 
city council is bound to maintain the college. 

The library was commenced about 40 years ago. In the year 182S, a 
considerable donation of valuable books was made by the citizena of 
Charleston. The library contains at present about 2,000 volumes, "A 
Catalogue of the books in the Library of the Charleston College," con- 
taining 36 pages 12mo., was printed at Charleston in 1849. WiUiam Pe> 
ronneau Pinley, president of Charleston College, 

The Medical College of the State of South Carolina — 2,450 vols. — The 
library of the Medical Society contains 3,450 volumes. About 120 dol- 
lars are yearly expended for books. The library occupies a room, say 22 
by 18 ieet, in the Medical College. A catalogue was printed in 1834, and 
another, containing 40 pages 8vo., in 1842. The library is open four 
times a week for two hours, and is freely accessible to members of the 
Medical Society, and all others to whom they may grant permits. About 
350 volumes are annually lent out; and about 250 persons each year con- 
sult the library without taking away books. Dr. S. L. Lockwood, 
librarian. 
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Smth Carolina College Libraries — ISjidOvols. — In 1802, there was an 
act of the legislature to purchase books for the college library. The collec- 
tion at present contains above 17,000 volumes, including an unusually large 
proportion of elegantly illustrated works. Its annual increase is about 500 
volumes. There is an annual appropriation by the legislature of $3,000 
for the library. A brick building was erected in 1838, for the use of the 
library, at a cost of $23,000. There are two rooms on the sides of the 
passage in the lower story. The library room is 100 feet by 40, and is 
modelled after the Congress Library. An architect was sent to Washing- 
ton to copy the plan. A catalogue was printed in 1836, of 112 pp, 8vo., 
prepared by Edward W. Johnston. Another, 151 pp. 8yo., was published 
in 1849. It is intended merely for temporary use, whilst a more perfect 
one is in preparation. 

The library is open everyday in the week, except Sunday, from 9 
o'clock till one. 

Persons entitled to the use of the books are the trustees, faculty, and 
students; all who present $100 worth of hooka, and others who have a 
special permission from the trustees. Any gentleman can gel a book by 
using the name of a trustee or professor. P. W". McMaster, librarian. 

Students' sociedes — 

Clasiosophic Society Library ... 700 volumes. 

Euphradian Society Library ... 700 " 

The college library is one of ihe best selected in the country. The 
learned aid of Professor Lieber has been bestowed upon it. The collec- 
tion is far more valuable than many of twice its size. The legislature of 
South Carolina has abundant reason to be proud of its liberality, and sat- 
isfied with the manner in which it has been seconded by the officers of 
the college. 

Theological Seminary of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia — 
4,754 vols.— This institution was established by the Presbyterians in 
1828, went into operation in 1831, was incorporated in 1832, The library 
was commenced in 1830, and Contains 4,554 volumes. Iflost of the books 
have been presented by individuals; yet, for the whole time since the 
library was commenced, the average annual expenditure for books has 
been $243. The library is temporarily placed in a lofty room, 25 feet 
by 20, in one of the buildings of the seminary, and is open four or 
five times a week, one hour each time. There is no printed catalogue- 
The officers and students of the seminary, and, by courtesy, clergy- 
men of the town, are allowed the use of the books. About 1,300 
volumes a year are lent ouL In answer to the question, "Have the 
books been injured at any time by insects?" the librarian writes: "Much 
injured by a small shiny moth, which eats off the pasted tides of cloth- 
bound books, and sometimes by a blackish worm of the caterpillar 
kind, the product of a brown miller or moth, which eats leather bind- 
ing. It is also found that, in this climate, except in the driest situa- 
tions, and occasionally even in these, leather-bound books suffer much 
from mould— Knglish leather-bound books less than American, and French. 
perhaps less than English. One gentleman amongst us has suffered so 
much from this cause, that he will only have books bound in cloth; and 
these, if the letters are stamped on the back, without being on a title 
which is pasted, are injured less by mould and insects than any other." 
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The "Society of Inquiry," composed of students of the seminary, pos- 
sesses about 200 volumes. It maintains also a reading-room, in which 
the principal newspapers and reviews of this country are taken, as well as 
the reviews of Great Britain, and one or two German publications. This 
room is accessible at all hours. There is also under the control of this 
society a museum, containing articles illustrative of the natural history 
and superstitious usages of heathen nations. Rev. George Howe, D. D., 
librarian of the seminary. 

PAmFIELD DISTKICT. 

JPitrman 7'heological Seminary Library — 1,500 vols. — This is a Baptist 
institution, established in 1826, 

GREENWOOD, ABBEVILLE DISTRICT. 

s Institute — 500 vols. — The Sopronean Society of this institution 
i about 300 volumes. There is, besides, a reference library of 
SJOO volumes. The institute was incorporated in 1S48. It is the design 
of the trustees to make the institution one of the iirst order. Issachar 
Howard, librarian. 

LEXINGTON COURT-HOUSE, 

Theological Seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church— -l ,5Q0 
vols. — The library, founded in 1833, contains 1,560 volumes, besides 
many pamphlets. The library is kept at present in the house where the 
lectures are given, and occupies a room 25 feet long and 10 feet wide. It 
is hoped that better accommodations will soon be obtained. There is a 
wrilten catalogue, somewhat in arrears. The library is open for taking 
out and returning books every Wednesday from 8 to 12 o'clock. The 
library is intended for the use of the students of the seminary and ihe 
ministers of the Lutheran church. Others may be admitted to its privi- 
leges on application to the professer of theology, who has the superintend- 
ence of the library — Professor Ernest W. Hazelius, D. D., Librarian, 

GEORGIA. 



Franklin College Libraries — 10,267 vols. — The present college library 
was commenced in 1831, the former one having been destroyed by fire in 
October, 1830. It contains 7,367 volumes, 59 maps and charts, a medal 
struck in commemoration of the victory at Saratoga, 3 gold, 94 silver, and 
849 copper coins, ancient and modern. The yearly average increase for 
the last ten years has been abeut 133 volumes. The annual expenditure 
for books, during the same period, about $600. The insome of the library 
is derived from appropriations by the trustees of the college. In 1835, a 
brick building was erected for the accommodation of the library and mis- 
eralogical cabinet, at a cost of |3,000. It is 50 feet long and 40 feet wide, 
measuring from (he outside of the walls. It is two stories high, with two 
rooms on each floor. The books are arranged according to subjects. A 
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catalogue was published about twelve years ago. Another was printed in 
1847, entitled "Catalogue of Books in the Library of the University of 
Georgia, by Professor James Jacltaon, librarian; published by order of the 
board of trustees: Athens, 1847;" small l2mo., 69 pages. The titles are 
distributed under tnrenty-eight classes, corresponding with the arrange- 
ment of the books upon the shelves. The library is opened four times a 
week — Monday to Tnursday, inclusive — and is kept open from half an 
hour to an hour each time. The trustees, faculty, resident and under- 
graduates are allowed the free use of the books. Under-graduates are re- 
quired to return or renew them every two weeks. Literary gentlemen 
and ministers of the gospel in the place are, on the responsibility of the 
laculty, admitted to the privileges of the library. The trustees and faculty 
alone are allowed to take books out of the town. Professor James Jack- 
son, librarian. 

The Libraries of the Franklin Society and of the Phi Gamma Society 
contain 3,000 volumes. 



lAbrary of the Medical College of Georgia — 4,000 vols. — This library, 
founded in 1833, contains 4,000 volumes. The average yearly increase 
is about J 50 volumes. The expenditure for books, $300. The library 
occupies a room in the college building 35 feet by 35, and Is opened daily 
during the forenoon. The faculty are allowed tiie use of the books by 
having the work taken out charged to the borrower; the students, by de- 
positing $10 as security, for the return of each volume. L. A. Dugas, 
M. D., librarian. 

The Young Men'' s Library — 1,510 vols. — The Young Men's Library 
Association was founded 27th January, 1848, It expends about $200 a 
year in the purchase of books. The society rents two rooms, each 40 
feet by 20, in a brick building— ^)ne for the library, and the other for a 
reading-room. The library is open daily (Sundays excepted) from 8 to 
10 a, m,, and from 3 to 10 p, m. Persons become life members by pay- 
ing $50. Regular members pay $4 a year. Members are allowed to in- 
troduce strangers to the use of the library for two weeks. The library at 
present contains about 1,510 volumes. Thomas Courtney, librarian. 



Wesleyan Fhmole College Library — 350 uofe.— The college was incor- 
porated in November, 1837, and opened for students in January, 1839. 
The library was commenced with the college, and now (January, 1860) 
contains about 350 volumes, a few valuable ancient coins, a respectable 
cabinet of minerals, and a few antiquities, mostly the fruit of private do- 
nations. The library occupies a room in the college edifice, and is acces- 
sible at all hours of every day. The use of the books is free to the officera 
and pupils of the school. 

MILLEDGEVILLE. 

Ogkthorpe University Libraries — 4,000 vols. — The college library was 
founded with the college, in 183S. it contains ahout 2,000 volumes, 
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mostly donations, and occupies a large and airy room in the college edi- 
fice. It is opened twice a week — one hour each time. The laws allow 
of the books being lent, within a mile of the college, at the discretion of 
the president. Persons connected with the college may use them without 
fee. The two literary societies (the Thalian and the Phi Ueita) have well- 
selected libi'aries of 1,000 volumes each. 



Emonj College — 2,700 vols. — The college library, founded in 1S39, 
contains 1,020 volumes, increasing by donations alone. It occupies a room 
20 feet square in the college building. There is no printed catalogue. 
The library is opened four days each week, half an hour at a lime. Pro- 
fessoiB and students are allowed to use the books without charge. About 
350 volumes are taken out each year. There are two societies of students 
.^having libraries. The Few Society has 725 volumes; the Phi Gamma 
Society, 960 volumes. Rev. J. M. iionnell, hbrarian. 

PENNFIELD. 

Mercer University — 4,000 voh. — The library was commenced when 
the college was chartered in l83S,and nowcontaina 3,000 volumes. The 
available funds of the college have hitherto been devoted mainly to the 
purchase of apparatus and the erection of buildings, whilst the library has 
remained nearly stationary. It is, however, expected soon to j'eceive 
more attention. There are two other small but annually-increasing 
libraries connected with the college. S. P. Sanford, librarian. Tlie 
Baptist Theological Seminary is connected wi[h the university. 



Historical Society Library and Savannah Society Library — 7,000 vols. — 
The Georgia Historical Society M'as founded in June, 1839, and incor- 
porated the 19lh of December of the same year. It has published several 
volumes of Collections. The legislature confided to the care of the society 
the invaluable documents obtained in England by the Rev. Charles W. 
Howard, at a large expense to the State. "These are comprised in 22 
volumes foUo. Fifteen are from the records of the Board of Trade, sis 
from the State Paper office, and one from the King's Library; forming a 
body of historical information full of the most interesting statements, let- 
ters, and reports relating to the colonial period of Georgia." 

The Savannah Society Library has been lately united with that of the 
Historical Society. They together contain about 7,000 volumes.— [See 
Account of the Georgia Historical Society, by W, B. Stevens, M. U. 
American Quarterly Register, May, 1840, p. 344.] 

" This province [Georgia] was scarce thirty years settled before it had 
three fine libraries in the city of Savannah , the fourth at Ebenezer, and a 
fifth 96J miles from the sea, upon the stream of Savannah. In these hbra- 
ries could be had books written in the Chaldaic, Hebrew, Arabic, Siriac, 
Coptic, Malabar, Greek, Latin, French, German, Dutch, and Spanish, 
besides the English, viz: in thirteen languages." — [DeBrahm's Georgia, 
privately -printed by G. W. Jones, of Georgia, iii 1849, from an old MS. 
in Harvard University Library.] 
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ALABAMA. 



CoUege TJbrary— 2,000 w>l 



Howard College. — The library, founded in 18i2, contains 1,500 vols. 
It is opened once a week for lialf an hour. ' S. S. Sherman, president. 
This is a Eiterary and theological institution, and the library is conse- 
quendy designed to be literary and theological. 



The Pranklm Sodety, founded 17th January, 1835. The library con- 
tains 1,454 volumes, with a few coins and maps. Of late years but few 
additions have been made to the library, the attention of the society hav- 
ing been mostly turned to maintaining a reading room. The Prankhn 
Society and the societies of Free Masons have erected a brick bnilding 
for their joint accommodation. The room of the Franklin Society is a 
parallelogram, 62 feel by 32. The library and reading-room are open 
daily for the use of members of the society and suhscribers fo the reading- 
room. The books are used in the room. P. Hamilton, president. 



College Librarij — 4,000 vols. 

TUSCUMBtA. 

The Literary and Scientific Club, formed in 1S49, meet woeldy to dis- 
cuss questions and submit essays, some of which have already been oiib- 
lislied. A fund is accumulating gradually for the purchase of books. 
The secretary is G. M. Wharton. 

TUSCALOOSA. 

The University of Alahama-~1 ,123 vols. — Tho library was foimded in 
1831, and contains 4,5()0 volumes. The yearly average increase, for the 
last ten years, has been 159 volumes. There is a stated annual appro- 
priation of ®300 for the library. Within the last five years the trustees 
have made two extra appropriations of ®500 each. The library is in the 
"Rotundo," which is occupied, besides, as a chapel, and for public ex- 
hibitions. The library roam is a large circular apartment, 85 feet in 
diameter. The whole building cost $75,000. The foundation, to about 
four feet above the surface, is of sandstone; the residue of brick. The 
first printed catalogue— a pamphiet-~was published in 1838. The last — a 
volume of 257 pages 8vo. — was printed in 1848. 

The library is opened twice a week, and kept open about an hour each 
time. The trustees, feculty, resident graduates, students, and donors to 
the amount of $100 to the library, are entitled to the use of it, and may 
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take out books. About 800 vobimes are lent annually. Robert S. Gould^ 
librarian. The two students' libraries contain 3,6^3 volumes. 

The first catalogue of the library was prepared by Mr. Richard Furman. 
It was classified. The second was prepared by Mr. Wilson G. Riciiard- 
son, W. A., now professor in the university. It is on the pian of the 
catalogue of Brown University Library. This elegant catalogue is highly 
reditable to the institution, and honorable to the industry, taste, and 
earning of the gentieman who prepared it. A few such publications will 
establish a high standard of excellence for the catalogues of even small 
libraries, and will demonstrate their value. "A catalogue," says Mr. Van 
der Weyer, "is like the eye of a libi-ary." Let the eye, therefore, be 
perfect, that the whole body may be full of light. 

FLORIDA. 

PENSACOLA. 

The Naval Hospilal. — ^The library of the Naval Hospital was founded 
January 16, 1847, and contains at present 1,337 volumes, besides pam- 
phlets. The library has been raised by voluntary subscriptions of the 
inmates of the hospital, and of benevolent individuals, officers of the 
navy, tfcc. Mr, Secretary Mason directed $150 to be given from the 
Naval Hospital fund, A considerable number of donations have been 
received. The library room is in the hospital, and measures 27 feet by 
24, and 17 feet high. It is open from morning to evening every day. Any 
inmate of the hospital may take out one book at a time. The library is 
the property of the hospital, and is under the direction of the surgeon in 
charge. The present incumbent is Isaac Hulse, M. D., U. S. Navy. 
The steward of the hospital, Mr. G. L. Brown, is acting librarian. 

ST, AUGL'STINE. 

Judicial Library — 2,000 vols. 

TALLAHASSEE. 

Slate Library. — The State Library was founded in 1845, and contains 
2,000 volumes. The use of the library in the room is free to all persons. 
The library is under the care of the Secretary of State, Charles W. 
Downing. 

MISSISSIPPI. 



Slaie Library — 5,000 vols. — Founded by act of legislature, passed 
February 15, 1838, appropriating $3,000 for the purchase of suitable 
books. Previous to 1842 there was an annual appropriation of $1,000 
for the purchase of books; since then the appropriation has been $500 — 
one fifth of which is for law books. The library is on the third floor 
of the State capitol. "A Catalogue of the Library of the State of Missis- 
sippi, arranged alphabetically, under different heads, with the number, 
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size, and cost of the - volumes of. each work specified, to which are pre- 
fixed the rules and regulations, provided for its government,"'37 j«iges 
8vo., was.printed at Jackson. in 1839; the same, with additions, 34 jrages 
8vo,j 1841; same, 1845, 43 pages Svo.; same, 61 pages 870., 1847; 
same^ 61 pages 8vb,, 1849. The price of each book is given in every 
catalogue, and forms a novel but interesting feature. The library is 
opened every day during the session of the legislature, Sundays ex- 
cepted, from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m. All persons are allowed to use the 
library when open, but no one is allowed to take out books but the 
trustees. State treasurer, adjutant genera!, judges of the United States 
circuit court, and members of the legislature while in session. Persons 



who have filled the office of governor of the State, chancellor, judge of 
the high court of errors and .appeals, Oniied States senator from the 
State, whilst they may be in the city of Jackson, are allowed ^ borrow 
books. For every book issued, a receipt or note of twice its value, or 
twice the value of the set to which it may belong, must be given, condi- 
tioned on its safe return, and the payment of all forfeitures and penalties 
for detention beyond the time limited by the laws. John W. Patton, 
litjrauan. 

CLAIBORNE COUNTY. 

.. Oakland College — 6,009 ot?s. — The college library, fouuded in 1831, 
contains 3,589 volumes, 200 maps and charts, 800 engravings, and 200 
medals and coins. In .1841, $3,000 were appropriated for books, but the 
library has been increased principally by donations. An apartment in 
the college chapel, (a brick building,) 36 feet by 82, and 14 feet high, is 
used for the library. The books are arranged according to donors. The 
library is opened once a week for an hour, and frequenUy at other times. 
Books are lent to ail who apply for them: few, however, are taken out ex- 
cept by the officers and students of the college. Professor John Cham- 
berlain, librarian. 

The students' libraries contain 2,411 volumes. 

OXFORD, LAFAYETTE C0X!NTY. 

The XTniver^ty of Mississippi, near Oxford, went into operation in 
November, 1848, Its library contains about 1,600 volumes. The Slate 
has made' an appropriation of $3,000 a year for books and apparatus. 
The college has an income of $l(i,OQ0 per year: seven professors and; 
eighty students, 

■WASHINGTON, 



LOUISIANA. 

Baton rouge. 

State L^/>!■«^^-7,000 mts. — The State Library was founded the 12tb of 
March, 183S, and contains about 7^000 volumes, some MSS,,,maps, en- 
gravings, etc, . The library has lately been removed to Baton Rogue and 
placed in a room in the capitol. A correct description and inventory of it. 
Mis.— 11 
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will sooti be prepared. As yet, there is no printed catalogue. The_ aver- 
age annual increase is about 300 volumes. An annual appropriation of 
@1,000 is made by the Stale legislature for the increase of the cpliection. 
The library is open daily from 10 a. m. to 3 p. ni. Admittance is free to 
alt persons, but no book is to be taken away except by members of the 
legislature during their sessions. Pau! Caire, librarian. 
College Libraries — 1,000 volumes. 

BRINOIERS. 

Jefferson College lAbrariiiS—Q,O^Q vols. 

JACKSON. 

Louisiana College lAbi-ajihs — 3,000 vols. 



Public School Library— 10,000 vols.— ''The Public School Library 
and Lyceum Society of Municipality No. 2" was founded December 3> 
1644. The library contains [1850] 10,000 well-selected volumes. Ithaa 
also two books of paintings, and five books of sketches. It is supported 
by subscriptions, donalions, and voluntary contributions of the pupils of 
the public schools, and is fast increasing. An elegant room, 75 feet by 
36, and 20 feet high, has been recently provided for the permanent ac- 
commodation of the library, in the new 2d Municipal HaU. The exact 
cost of this room is not perhaps known; the cost of the entire building is 
estimated at 1300,000. There have been two printed catalogues; the 
first, numbering 29 pages, was published in 1846; the second, 155 pages, 
in 1848. The library is open daily (Sundays excepted) from 2 to 8 
o'clock p. m. Subscribers pay $5 per annum. Pupils of the pubUs 
schools may become life members by paying $9. The teachers of the 
public schools are entitled to the privileges of the library without charge. 
The librarian is Samuel H. McConnell, 

TEXAS. 



The Slate Lihrary.— The collection of books usually styled the Stsfe 
Library was commenced in 1837, and has been derived from donations. 
It numbers at present 1,001 volumes. The average annual increase is 
about SO volumes. The books are kept in the building of the State de- 
partment, and are accessibie to the public, without charge, during busi- 
ness hours, every day. About 300 are annually taken out, and perhaps 
300 or 400 persons annually conmlt the collection without borrowing 
books. The library is in charge of the secretary of state; who is con- 
sidered e:v (^cio librarian. 

HUNTSVILLE. 

Austin Oillege, incorporated in 1850, is in vigorous progress, and col- 
lectings library. 
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INDKPENDENCE. 

Baylor University Uhrary — 300 vols. 

ARKANSAS. 

LITTLE BOCK. 

Lyc^Km Library — 1,000 vds. 

TENNESSEE. 

COLUMBIA. 

Jackson College LAhraries — ^2,50(1 voh. — The college libraiy was be- 
gna in 1834, and contains about 2,00(J volumes. About 4(*0 volumes 
have been added during the last [en years. There is a manuscript cata- 
logue. The library is opened once a week for an hour. Students pay 
50 cents per session (or the use of the books. Rev, Joseph Sherman, 
LL. D., librarian. 

Students' libraries, 500 vols. 

Tke F^nah Institute Lt^ary — 3,500 vols. — Established February, 
1839 — contiuns 3,500 volumes, and the richest collection of engravings m 
the' State. About 350 volumes per year are added to the library. About 
^150 are annually expended for the purchase of books. There is a manu- 
script catalogue. The library is opened one hour each day. Members of 
the institute pay $1 per annum for the use of the books. Books are not 
taken from the institute except by day pupils. P. G. Smith, rector. 

GHEENVII-LE. 

€hlkgc Libraries — 3,000 vols. 



West Tennessee College was incorporated in 1843, and reorganized in 
1849. It has four teachers and (linety-two students. It has begun to 
collect a library. 

KNDSYILLE. 

East Tennessee UniversiSp— 4^,500 vols. — The college library, found- 
ed in 1819, contains 2,300 volumes. It is supported by feesfor the useof 
the books, with occasional appropriations from the funds of the university. 
It occupies a room 20 feet square and 14 feet high, in the main building 
of the university, which is of brick. The library is open regularly once 
a week, and, on application, at other times. Officers of the university 
are allowed to use the books without charge; students pay $\. a year for 
the privilege. About 15.0 books are lent out in a year; and about 240 
persons consult the library without taking away books. There are two 
literary societies connected with the college, (the Chi-Delta and thePhilo- 
mathesian,) which have each about 1,100 volumes, in rooms belonging to 
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the university, connected with the society halls. These libraries "bsve 
been founded but a few years, are rapidly' increasing and much used. 
Albert Miller Lea, librarian E, T. University. 



Cwmherlatid University Library — 4,000 vols. — The library, commericed 
in 1844, the date of the charter of the university, contains some 4,000 
volumes. William Mariner, librarian. 

MAHTVILLE, 

College Libraries— Z, 700 vols.— This instilufion was founded in 1821, 
and was called the " Southern and Western Theological Seminary," A 
charter was obtained from the legislature in 1S42, and the name of the 
instjtntion changed to " Maryville College." The libi'ary, commenced 
iti.1831, contains 3,20O bound volumes, and about 500 pamphlets. The 
increase has been very slow, not more than 25 volumes -per year. The 
literary is in aroona 20 feet by iS, in the secoqd story of a brick building 
belonging to the college. It is opened whenever application is made for 
books. Students of the college, and persons in and near the town, pay 
$1 a year for the use of the books. Clergyrjien educated at the college, 
a^id residing within one hundred miles, are allowed the use of the books 
without charge. The " Beth-Hacma Society" of sttidents has 125 vols. 
The " Bcth-Hacma-veBerith" Society has 375 vols. John S. Ciaig, 
ii-brarian of the college. 

MURFREF.aBOKOUGH. 

Union University Lihrary. — 500 voh. 



State lAbrm-y — 8,009 vols. — The State Library has no legal existence 
or distinct name, but is merely the depository, under the ^are of the secre- 
ta(^ of state, of books and charts which have been accuraulatitig ever 
sijice.the foundation of the State. It contains now about 8,060 volumes, 
mostly reports, public documents, and books presented. There is no ap- 
propriation for its increase. A large and elegant room, 36 feet square and 
about the same in height, in the new capitol, wnl be assigned to the 
library The library is now opened dady fiom mormng to evening (Sun- 
days excepted ) It is accessible to all persons, and books are freely lent 
to all who apply tor them W B A Uamaej, secretaiy of st^te 

J^^lvLiUe Umversity Lilircirtea — 9,456 voli —" T>a\idsoii Academy" 
was mcorpor-iied by the General Assembly of North Gaiolina29ib Dttem 
ler, 1785 Its name, piop^rty, ■^nd rights were meiged ui "Cnmb^r!aiid 
College,"' incorporated by the legislature of Tennessee, lllh Septemberj 
18^56 The legal style and title of this college was changed to " 1'he 
Utf^tej stty of Nuihvdle" by an act of the legislature, 97th Noieinher, 
1836 Thp library iias founded in ISiJ, and coiilam& (1819) 3,144 
volumes, and a fi-w MfeS During the hsi four yt ira the sum of $1 21b 75 
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has been paid for books. There is a catalogue ia manuscript, but noile 
printed. Professor N. Cross is librarian. 

There are two society libraries, namely: the Agatheridan, with 3,576 
volumes; and the Erosophian, with 2,736 volumes; making with the col- 
lege library a total of 9,456 volumes deposited in the college building, and 
which may be consulted or borrowed by any member of the university; 
also by others on certain easy conditions. The president, Philip 
Lindsley, D.D,, and Professor Troost, have private libraries, containing 
7,000 or 8,000 volumes. The three public libraries are said to contain 
"many raire books in various languages, andveryfewthal are not useful." 

Pi-anklm College, (near iVashville,) — 2,100 w&— The college library, 
commenced in 1^44, contains 1,200 volumes, and Increases about 100 a 
year. The expenditure for books and collections in natural history is 
about $200 per annum. The library is opened twice a week for one hour. 
The members of the faculty have free^'Useof the hbrary,and the students 
pay $2 per annum. Perhaps 1,000 persons visit the library in a year. 
There are two societies of students, the Euphronian and the Apollonian, 
with libraries containing together about 9u0 volumes. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Washinglon College lAbrary — 1,000 vols. 

KENTUCKY. 

AUGUSTA. 

College Libraries — 2,500 vols. 



St. Joseph^s College — 3,000 vols. The college library was founded 
in 1824, when the college was incorporated fay the legislature of Ken- 
tucky. Before August, 1848, the library contained about 6,000 volumes. 
At that time the board of trustees divided the library between this and 
several other institutions which they directed, leaving to St. Joseph's Col- 
lege about 500 volumes of theological, historical, and literary works, with 
a set of congressional documents. A new board of trustees, at present, 
controls the affairs of the institution, and they are ijetermined to form a 
periiianentand valuable library. It already numbers about 2,000 volumes. 
It has also about 400 medals of the 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries, 
and about 200 modern coins. The expenditure for books from the gen- 
eral funds of the college is about $250 a year. The principal reliance for 
the increase of the collection is upon donations- The library occupies'a 
room 24 feet by 15, and 13 feet high, in the college building. The bobks 
are arranged according to subjects— each subject having one or more pan- 
els. There Is no printed catalogue. The library is opened every day 
twice, to allow the professors opportunity for consultation — three-quarters 
of an hour in the morning and, one hour in the afternoon. Books are 
freely lent to persons connected with the college, and, by permission of 
the superintendent, to others residing in the immediate vicinity. 

There are two societies of students possessing Useful libraries; the 
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Eurodelphian (or English) Society has- a coITectioH of wtrrks ia English' 
literature, and the Eucerophradic (French) Society possesses a library of 
French books. Rev, John Roes, &. J., librarian. 

COVIKGTON. 

Library of ike Weslera Baptist Theological Institute — 2,000 voh. — 
The library was founded in 1845, and contains about 2,tMIU volumes. 
One thousand dollars a year is hereafter to be appropriated from (he gen- 
eral funds pf the instiluiiou for the increase of the collection. The library 
is opened on Tuesday and Friday of eaeb weeSt ftom S to 9 o'clock 
a, ni. All members of the institute and ministers of the gospelinthe city 
are entitled to the use of the librauy. Rev. ProL A, Drury, librarian. 



Centre College — 5,050 mis. — The colJege library ,• begnn in 1824^ 
contains 1,850 volumes. The endowment of the college is nearly com- 
pleted to $100,000. After it reaches that point,.sysIematic efforts will be 
made for raising a large Library fund. There ar» two hbrariea belonging 
to societies of students — the Oeinologian (1,600 volumes) and the Cham- 
berlain (1,600 volumes.) John C, Youngs president Centre College. 

FRANKFOHl", 

State Lihrary—% MO bo/s.— Founded in ISSJ, and contains about 
8,000 or 9,000 volumes, mostly law books and public documents. There- 
are not more than 200 volumes of mlscellaaeoBs works- In 1849, the 
legislature appropriated $3,000 for law books for the courts and the legis- 
lature. The library is kept in a room, 50 feet by 20',in She State-house. 
A catalogue is in preparaiion and will soon he published. The library is. 
opened daily during the sessions of the courts and legislature. OScers 
of the State government, members of the legislature, and lawyers attend- 
ing the courts in Frankfort, are allowed the use of the books. The books 
are not lent out to others. R. D. Harlan, librariaa. 

Geokgetown. 

Georgetown College Libraries — 7,260 vols. — The library was foundeii 
in 1837, and contains 6,500 volumes, comprising many costly works iii 
philology arid theology, but chiefly scientific and historical books, a few 
manuscript journals of early settlers of Kentucky, and many maps aad 
charts. It has also 64 medals and 676 coins, comprising those of Bur- 
mah, Siam, Hindostan, the East India Company, South America, Dutch 
East Indies, &-C. The' average annual increase is about 500 volumes. 
The late additions of SOO volumes have been obtained by the president 
8s donations, as have also all the coins, medals, and other aVtieles, as 
idols, statues, &c. There is a charge of $1 per annum on each student 
for keeping the books in repair. ' The library is in a room of the main 
building of the College, 45 feet by 32, with lofty ceiling. The coins, 
medals, pictures, &c., are kept in a room devoted to the purpose, on the 
same floor as the library. The books are arranged on the shelves accord- 
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ing to subjects, under twenty divisions. Acatalogne raisonnewas print- 
ed in , containing 76 pages I2mo. The' library is open twice a week, 

half an hour each time. All persons connected with the college are al- 
lowed the use of the books; undergraduates are taxed $1 each per annum 
for the privilege. By permission of ihe president, books may be taken 
out by citizens, JVo application has ever been refused. Prof, Danford 
Thomas, librarian. 

Two voluntary societies of students are attached to the college — each 
having a convenient hall and a library. Ttie two libraries contain 760 
volumes. 

The Fetnnle Collegiate Institute — organized 183S — " has a select libra- 
ry of 500 volumes." 

HARRODBBUKG. 

Bncon CoUegc.—The college possesses about 1,800 volumes, accessible 
to all persons, but no regularly organized library. 

LEXINGTON. 

Tyansf/lvania University — 14,000 vols. The college library, found- 
ed in 179S, contains about 12,000 volumes, in three library rooms in the 
three departments of the university, under the control of the faculties of 
arts, law, and. medicine. Several catalogues have been published, but 
none of recent date. H. B. Bascom, president T, U. 

The. students' libraries contain 2,000 volumes. 

LOUISVILLE. 

The LouisvUle Library— 3,500 vols. — was chartered as the "Mercan- 
tile Library Association." Two years ago it was reorganized and re- 
ceived the name of the Louisville Library. The library contains 3,500 
volumes. The stockholders of the library are about to erect, on the court- 
house square, a handsome building, of stone and brick, 60 feet by 30, to 
cost |5,000, for the joint accommodation of this library, that of the Ken- 
tucky Historical Society, and that of the Louisville Law School; which, 
united, will form about 6,000 volumes. The room for the Louisville Li- 
brary will be 60 feet by 30, and 25 feet high, fitted up with alcoves and 
galleries. A catalogue was printed about 10 years ago, and reprinted in 
1848. The library will be open every day and evening till 10 o'clock. 
Stockholders and subscribers alone are. entitled to take out books, Wil- 
liam Johnston, librarian, 

Kentucky Historical iSocieiy— 1,000 ?!ofe,— This society was organized 
March, 1838, and has a library of 1,500 volumes. [Se^ Louisville Li- 
brary.] 

Louisville Law School has a library of about 1,000 volumes. [See 
Louisville Library.] 

Medical Department of the University of Louisville — 1 ,000 vols. — "The 
library is enlarged from year to year by the purchase, not only of new- 
medical works, but of costly books pertaining, to the allied sciences. 
Handsome additions have lately been, made to it, and other purchases 
will be made in the course of the comina: vacation. "-^f Annual catalogue, 
1849~'50.] 
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S(. Maip's College Library— 5,000 vols. 

PRINCETON, CALUWELL COUNTY. 

Cu'mbei-lan.d College (near Princeton) — 1,210 vols. — The college libra- 
ry was founded in 1825- '6. It contains about 1,000 volumes. Ex- 
ertions are'iiow making for its enfargeaient. A new room, 30 feet by IB, 
has lately been fitted up for its accommodation. There are in connexion 
■with the college two' literary socieaes: tht; "ErodelpKian," organized in 
It*42, reorganized in 1847. It has a large hall, 30 feet by 18, well car- 
peted and furnished, and a library of 160 volumes. Number of members 
22. The other is the "AmtcitiEeSocietas," constituted April 28, 1849, 
with 8 members. It has a large hall well fitted up, and about 150 volumes, 
Richard Beard, president of Cumberfand College. 

SHELBYVILLE. 

Shelby College Libraries — 4,000 vols, — ^^'An extensive theological and 
classical library is attached to the college ,>hich will be accessible to such 
students as may choose to enjoy its advantages. The number of volumes 
■amounts to about 4,-000. A reading-room is connected with the library, 
which is furnished with the ileading American and English reviews and 
other periodical publications." «Two literary societies exist among the 
students: one — chartered in 1848, under the name of PIii-Mu— has some 
25 members, a small but well-selected hbrary, and receives regularly the 
pricipal reviews, English and American, as soon as published. The other, 
auxiliary to this, is for the benefit of the younger portion of the students. 
Both are making strenuous exertions to mcrease their libraries and cither 
means of intellectual improvement. Any aid the public may see fit to 
afford will be thankfully acknowledged. Convenient rooms will be pro- 
vided, and handsomely fitted up, during the coming session of 1849- '50, 
iu the new building." [College catalogue, 1849.J 

OHIO. 



The University of Ohio — 2,750 vols. — The college library was founded 
in 1804, and contains 1,250 volumes. A catalogue was printed in 
1828, containing 12 pages. The library is opened once a week for an 
hour. All. connected with the university may use it without charge. 
The institution has lately been reorganized, after a suspenpion of three 
years on account of debt. Professor William J. Iloge, librarian. 

Students' Hbraries, 1,500 volumes, 

BLENDON, FRANKLIN COUiSTY. 

Central College lAbrary — 550 vols. — The library was commenced in 
1843, and contains 550 volumes. It is open one afternoon in two weeks. 
The faculty and trustees are entitled to use the books without charge. 
The students pay a small fee. J. S. Henderson, librarian. 
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■GlNCmSATI. 

The Young Men's Mercantile lAbranj Association — 10,000 vols. — T!ie 
association was formed in 1835, and incorporated January 5, 1836. It 
possesses a library of 9)767 -volumes, a few maps, globes, portrait'!, engra- 
viug-s, &c,, ifcc. In July, 1846,^ at which time the library was removed to 
its present location, _it numbered 4,000 volumes. The rate of increase, 
for several years, had been abont 700 volumes per year. For the iast two 
years 2, GOB volumes a year have been added. The annual appropriation 
for' books, for the last two years, has been 2,500 dollars a year. Pre- 
vious to that, it had been about USOO per annum. The funds for the 
increase of the library are derived from the annual subscriptions, which 
amount to say $5,000, from which currentexpenses are to bededucted and 
a reading-room sustained. Irj. 1846 a building was erected at the joint 
expense of the Cincinnati College and the Library Association. It cost 
036,000, of which the Association owns fttO,000. The style of the 
edifice is Grecian. Dimensions — front, 146 feet; depth, 100 feet; height, 
(four stories) 68 feet. The construction is ol the most permanent char- 
acter, of Dayton limestone, the roof covered' with - iron. The rooms of 
the Library Association foroi" the entire front of the second story. Library 
29 feet by 45; readihg-roMn, 2& by 45: dueotors' room, 16 by 14, with 
a room for stowifig away newspapers, ofcc; and a room now occupied as 
the Merchants' Exchange, 59 feet by 45, intended hereafter for the library. 
The "Catalogue of the Young Men's Librai^ Association in Cincinnati," 
printed at Cincinnati in 1846, contains 145 pages 8vo. The "Supple, 
mentary Catalogue," &c., was printed in 1848, and paged continuously 
*mEh the catalogue, the two forming860 'ps^es 8vo. The catalogue is 
alphabetical, with a classified index; isvery well prepared, and hand- 
somely printed. An earlier catalogue'was printedan 1844, 62 pages 8vo. 
Tlie Ubrary is open daily (Sundays and hohdays excepted) from 9 a. m. 
till 10 p. m. The library is for the use of the members of the associa- 
tion and others, at the discretion of the board of directors. Members pay 
$1 initiation fee, and the farther sum of $3 as an annual subscription. 
About 15,000 books are lent out each year; and about 2,000 books are 
consulted, by about 100 different persons, in a year, without taking them 
away from the library. The present librarian is Thomas Gales Foster. 
Besides the library, this institution maintains an annual course of lectures. 
The printed annual reports of the board of directors show that the estab- 
lishment is conducted with great energy and intelligence, and that it is 
eminently and' increasingly useful. 

Lane Seminary, at Walnut Hills, near Cincinnati. — This institution 
was incorporated in 1828, and commenced full operations in 1832. It is 
under the direction of the Presbyterians, The library, founded in 1837, 
contains ;10,000 volumes, 4 ancient manuscripts, and 33 volumes of 
engravings. It is intended to appropriate $500 a year, from the funds of 
the seminary, for the increase of the library. There is a manuscript cata- 
logue. The libraryis open twice a week, regularly. It Is for the free use 
of the faculty and students. Other persons wishing to consult the library 
are always accommodated by the librarian. Professor C, E. Stowe, 
librarian . 

St. Xavier College Libraries — 5,600 vols. — The library was founded 
in November, 1841, and contains something over 5,000 volumes. It 
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5 at the late of about 400 volumes a year. The college having, 
no endowment, nor any established fund, there is no permanent apprOpii- 
ation for the Ubrary, but only such as occasion justifies. The library is 
in a hall of ihe college building, 40 feet by 25. There is a manuscript 
catalogue. The library is open daily from 7 to 8 a. m., and from 4^ to 
S p. m.; on Thursdays from 9 to 12. The use of the books is confined 
to those belonging to the college; but by courtesy any lilerary, or other 
respectable person, may have access upon application. There are two 
societies of students possessing hbraiies: the Philopedian has 300 well- 
selected books; and the Philhennenian, nearly the same number. ReY. 
J, De Bleeck, president. 

The Ohio Mechanics^ Institute— 3,265 vols.— The library was founded 
and incorporated in 1829, and contains 3,265 volumes. The institute 
possesses also a philosophical apparatus, said to be the best in the State. 
For the, last ten years the annual average increase has been about 200 
Tolumes, and the expenditure for books about ^100. The library is sup- 
plied principally by donations and occasional special subacripiions. The 
institute is erecting, by subscription, a buifding oa the corner of Tine 
»nd 6th streets. . It is of brick and irou. Estimated expense, $32,000. 
It will be finished in 1850.. The outside dimensions are 90 feet on Vina 
street, 75 feet on 6th street. It has four stories, attic and basement. It 
is intended to lease about three-fourths of the building to others. 

A catalogue, 48 pag«s.l2mo., was printed in 1841. The library is 
open six days in the week from, sunrise till 10 o'clock p. m.; Siindays, 
from sunrise lo .sunset. Members pay |3 per annum, ladies and minors 
SO cents per annum, for the use of the books. The total number of vol- 
umes lent out from. September 1, 184S,.to September 1, 1849, was 5,069. 
Samuel Warner, acting librarian. 

The Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio. — Founded February 
11,1831. The library contains about 1,000 volumes, and about 2,500 
pages of historical manuscripts,' in English and French. All the books 
have been procured by donation. The library is opened daily for four 
hours, and accessible to all who- wish to consult it. Perhaps one hun- 
dred and fifty different persons a.year avail themselves, of its privileges. 
G. Williams Kendall, librarian. 

Apprentices' lAbr^^— ^2,200 vols. 

The Medical College of Ohio. — The library, founded in 1826, contains 
S,129 volumes, 50 volumes of. engravings, and the manuscript theses on 
medical subjects by the. graduates. It occupies two rooms, in the college 
edifice. The books are arranged in 9 chaptei^, viz: 1, anatomy; 2, 
chemistry;. 3, surgery; 4>,hfiatena medica; 5, obstetrics; 6, theory and 
practice of medicine; 7, periodicals; 8, miscellaneous works; 9, engra- 
vings. A catalogue was printed in 1832, but the library has been con- 
siderably- enlarged since, that time. The libraiy is open Mondays, Wed- 
Besdays,.and Fridays, from 1^ to 5 o'clock p. m. It is for the use of the 
trustees, professors and students of the college. Alexander Deniiiston, 
librarian. 

. Orphan Asylum, — ^Founded 1840; has 400 volumes. Miss Wood, 
Librarian. 

Woodward College Libraries — 1,400 vols. 



,/Google 



171 [ 120 ] 



CLEVELAND, 

The Western Reserve Medical Collage — 1,000 voh. 

Cleveland University. -^Ati3.ct of 275 acres of land has been purchased 
for $34,000, It is expected that, after some 30 or 75 acres shall have been 
reserved for the college, the remainder wilt yield a handsome fund for the 
purposes of the college. It is proposed to erect one lai'ge edifice for public 
rooms. The students will lodge In private houses. Active measures are 
in operation to open the institution for students by 1st March, 1850. 
[Letter of A. Mahan, president, in New York Tribune, November SS, 
1850.] 

Columbus. 

Sta,(e Li!irary—I2,5i}0 vols.— The State Library of Ohio was founded 
in 1817, and -contains (1850) 12,500 volumes. It increases at the rate of 
about 500 volumes a year. The State publishes its own reports, the 
profits of which, amounting to about $600 per annum, are appropriated 
to the purchase of books for the library. The Ubraryis under the control 
of commissioners, consisting of the governor, secretary of state, and State 
librarian. The room occupied. by the library is 118 feet by 22. A cata- 
logue is published every three years. The last, printed in 1848, contains 
92 pages 8vo. The library is open daily, (Sundays excepted,) from 7 
o'clock a. m. to 6 p. m. in summer, and from 7 a. m. tili 9 p. m, in 
winter. The. library is free to members of the legislature and officers of 
State, and it may be used by otbera by consent of the libi^ary commission- 
ers. The number of volumes lent annually is about 1,800. About 3,000 
persons annually consult the library. John Greiner, State librarian. 

DELAWARE. 

Ohio Wesleyan University — 2,780 vols. — The college library was 
founded in 1845, and contains 2,0U0 volumes. It is open once a week 
for an hour. The students pay 50 cents a term for the use of the books. 
The faculty use them without fee. Professor McCabe, librarian. The 
Letagotbian Society of Students, instituted 1845, has a library of 335 vol- 
umes, increasing about 100 vols, each year. It has also about 2.00 min- 
eralogical specimens and curious coins. The Chrestomathian Society, 
instituted 1846, has 450 volumes; annual increase, 60 volume.s. 



Kenyan College Libraries — 7,550 wofo,— -The library of this college is 
called the Library of the Theological Seminary of the Diocese of Ohio. 
It was founded in 1 824, and contains about 4,650 volumes. The library 
is kept in the building of the Theological Seminary, and occupies a room 
40 feet long, 18 feet wide, and 12 feet high. A catalogue was printed in 
1837, containing 76 pages 8vo. The library is open one hour each week, 
and is free to the members of the college and seminary. Rev, M. T, 0, 
Wing, librarian. 

The students' libraries contain 3,000 volumes. 
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GRANVILLE. 

Collnge Libraries — 3, QOO vols. — The library, founded in 1836, contains 
1,000 volumes. Open every Saturday for the use of the officers and stii- 
dents. Rev. Silas Bailey, president. 

Students' libraries, 3,UO0 Volumes. 

HILLSBOROUGH. 

I'/ie Library and-Museum Associatisn of Oakland Female Seminary. — 
The association is composed of the pupils of the seminary and ladies in 
Hillsborough. It was formed in 1840. The library contains about 400 
volumes, besides a coUection of shells and minerals. About 4.0 volumes 
a year are added to the library. A catalogue (8 pages) waa printed in 
January, 1848. Another will be published soon. The library is open 
every school-day, whenever the pupils or others wish to exchange books. 
Pupils pay $1 for membership; other ladies, $3. About 3,000 volumes 
were taken out the last year, which is a greater number-than ever before. 
Nancy F. Parker, librarian. 



Western Reserve College — 7)634 vols. — The college library was founded 
in 1826, and contains 4,588 volumes, exclusive of periodicals and 
pamphlets, unbound, which amount to about 200 volumes. The average 
annu^ increase for the last ten years has been 133 volumes, mostly 
donations. About $50 a year have been appropriated for books. A 
brick building 62 feet by 48 was erected for chapel and library. The 
library-room is 40 feet square. A catalogue (18 pp. 12mo.) was prmted 

in . The libraryis open each Saturday afternoon. The faculty use 

the books without charge. The students pay $1 50 per annum. About 
1,000 hooks are lent out each year. There are two societies of students 
connected with the college possessing libraries, containing together 3,066 
volumes. Professor Henry N. Day, librarian, 



Marietta College lAbrtcries — 6,400 vols. — -The college library waa 
founded in 1835, when the present college charter was obiained. It now 
(1850) contains 4,300 volumes. Its average rate of increase has been of 
late about 120 volumes annually. The library is open for one and a half 
hours every Saturday. The use of the books is free of charge to the 
trustees and faculty: the students pay $1 per year. A subscription has 
lately been opened for $10,000, and is nearly filled up, for the benefit of 
the library. It is proposed to Expend about half of this sum immediately 
in the purchase of books, and to fund the other half. A brick building, 65 
feet by 63, and three stories high, has just been completed. On the first 
floor are the laboratory, room for philosophical apparatus, and recitation- 
room for the senior class. On the second floor, the library, the cabinet; the 
Hildreth cabinet, and a rhetorical-room, used at present as a chapel. In 
the third story are two large rooms for the societies, with recesses for the 
libraries. The whole cost of the building was between $7,000 and 
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18,000. The library-room is, say 53 by 25 feet, and 14 feet high. A 
catalogue of the library (43 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 1840. 

" The college library embraces, in addition to works of general litera- 
ture, a valuable collection of philological works, procured in Europe, 

''It also contains a large collection of text-boolcs, which furnishes, at 
a trifling percentage, nearly all the text-books used in the preparatory 
and college courses; and a considerable portion of these are the best Ger- 
man editions of entire works. 

" In addition to these, there are three libraries belonging to the college 
societies, carefully selected, and placing within the reach of students a 
considerable amount of useful reading. 

" The present number of volumes in the several libraries 
College Library, general literature 

" " phiiology - . . . 

" <' text-books .... 

Psi Gamma Society Library - . - . 

Alpha Kappa " " - 

Society of Inquiry " - . . . 



is as follows: 
2,650 
1,000 
650 
850 
760 
500 

Total --.... 6,400" 

Dr. S. P. Hiidreth has lately presented his valuable cabinet to the col- 
lege. This cabinet contains " more than 4,000 specimens in the various 
departments of natural history, arranged in eases and drawers, labelled, 
numbered, and entered in a catalogue under their respective heads." 

The Marietta Ubrary issociation — 1,000 vols. — This association has 
been in existence many years. A brick building, two stoiies high, was 
erected by it some twenty years ago_fora library and lecture room, A 
thousand dollars have lately been raised for the purchase of books. The 
librarian is Thomas Vinton. 

There is also at Marietta a library collected from the proceeds of a part 
of the township reservation for religious purposes. It is now under the 
care of the Universalist Church. 

NEW ATHKi\3. 

Franklin College [Abrarics — 2,000 vols. 



Institute lAbrariea — 4,000 vols. — Tliis institution was chartered with 
university privileges in 1833-'4. It embraces a theological, college, 
teachers', ladies', and preparatoiy department. There are about 4,000 
volumes in the libraries, as stated in the American Almanac for 1850. 



Miami ?7Hii)er«i(j|'£ifo'oms~6,786i;o?a. —Miami University was founded 
in 1S09. A granimar school was estabhshed in 1818. The university 
began its operations in 1S24. Tbe library of the university was founded 
in' 1812, and contains 3,486 volumes. It increases at the rate of about 
200 volumes a year. Some appropriation is generally made for each year 
to purchase books: for live years previous to August; 1847, it was abopt 
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$250 a year. Now, it is |l50. The university library and the two socie- 
ty libraries occupy three sepajate rooms, each 32 feet in length, 18 feel in 
breadth, and 18 feet high. The university library is open every Satur- 
day morning for half an hour, and generally for two or three hours every 
afternoon. Persons entitled to the use of the books are — the iaculty, free; 
students, who pay fifty cents a session; also the inhabitants of Oxford, on 
the same terms as the students. The number of volumes lent out of the 
library during the year ending October 1, 184S, is 489. This is perhaps 
about the average. 

There are, in connexion with the institution, two students' libraries: 
the Erodelphian, containing 1,600 volumes, and the Miami Union, con- 
taining 1,800 volumes. James C. Moffat, librarian. 

fiPRINGFIKLD, 

Wiltenburg College Libraries — 5,265 vols. — The library was founded 
May 4, 1846, and contains 1,406 volumes. About 100 dollars per year 
are expended for books. The library is opened once a week, and kept 
open one hour each time. H. K. Geiger, librarian. 

The Excelsior and Philosophian Societies, composed of students of the 
college, possess valuable libraries. The Excelsior library contains 2,054 
volumes and increases about 600 volames per annum. About 150 dollars 
are each year expended for books. The Philosophian library contains 
1,805 volumes and increases about 523 volumes per annum. About 135 
dollars are annually expended for books. 

L/yceum ZAbrary. -^The Springfield Lyceum was formed JVovember 19, 
1832, but till 1849 it had but few members. Its library numbered but 
about 300 volumes. Lately a new impulse has been given to the institu- 
tion; a reading-room has been opened and supplied with 33 of the best re- 
views and newspapers, and public lectures have been commenced. The 
number of members has increased to 150, paying annually three dollars 
each. The room is open daily. Edward M. Doty, Ubrarian. 

STEUBENVILLE, 

Gtp Ubrctry. — The Steubenville City Library was founded in 1847, 
and contains 550 volumes. A catalogue is in press. The libraiy is open 
every Saturday evening from 6 to 8 o'clock.. Members pay 10 cents a 
month for the use of the books — others 20 cents. David F. Cobb, libra- 



Athenmum Library — 3,580 vols. — The Zanesville Athenaeum was in- 
corporated in 1828. The library contains 3,580 volumes, and increases 
at the rate of about 100 volumes a year. Two catalogues have been 
printed: one,20pp. 12mo., 1831; the other, 72pp. 8vo., 1843. The library 
IS open daily. The librarian is in attendance Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings. Stockholders pay five dollars per annum: subscribers thi«° 
dollars. 
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INDIANA. 



BLOOMINGTON. 



Indiana l^lale University Libraries — 5,000 vols. — This institution was 
founded in 1816. In the catalogue for 1848 are tiie following notices of 
the libraries connected with the uniyefsity: "The college iibraiy is open 
to all of the students on paying a subscription of 50 cents per session. 
Each subscriber is permitted to take out a volume every Saturday. 

"This library has recently been augmented by a purchase of about 
2,000 dollars worth of books, some of them rare and valuable. If em- 
braces a choice collection of Greek, Latin, French, and English classics, 
th'e best standard works on history, biography, and the sciences, together 
with a selected variety of miscellaneous literature." 

''There are two literary societies connected with the university — the 
Philomathean and Athenian Societies. Each has a well selected library 
of several hundred volumes." 

In the Law School, a good law library is provided for the use of the 
students. 

The aggregate number of volumes in the libraries may be stated at 
6,000, A catalogue was printed in 1840, containing 50 pages 8vo., pre- 
pared on the plan proposed by Professor Park in his "Pantoiogy." 

Monroe County lAbrary—ifiOO vols. 



Wabash College Libraries — 6,100'vols. — Wabash College was estab- 
lished in 1833. The library was commenced in 1835, and burnt in 1838. 
It was a choice collection of about 2,000 volumes, exclusive of the text- 
book library. A new collection was begun in 1839. It contains 4,300 
volumes. There is a small fund slowly accumulating for the purchase of 
books. It is proposed soon to erect a new building for the hbrary and 
other purposes. The library is open once a week, and is accessible to all 
persons connecled with the institution. Students pay 25 cents a term for 
the use of the books. There are two societies of students — the Lyceum 
and the CalUopean. Each has 900 volumes. Trofessor Caleb Mills, 
librarian. 



„ -2,000 vols.— The sum of $1,000 has been 
placed in the hands of the treasurer, and about an equal sum is due from 
the county, for the purpose of founding a county library. An agent will 
purchase the books in the spring. The library will be open to all inhab- 
itants of the county on the payment of $ — per year. John Ingle, jr., 
treasurer; J, A. Corbet, secretary. 



College Libraries — 600 voh. 
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eREENCASTLE. 

Indiana Asbury University Library —2, '^Od vols. 

South" HANovEB. 

Hanover Oolkge IMraries — 1,700 vols. — This institution was foundoil 
in 1829, In the triennial cataipgue for 1849, it is stated: " By the liber- 
ality of friends in the .East .and elsewhere^ a very valuable library, and. 
an extensive and excellent cabinet. of minerals, have been rei^ently ob- 
tained." The number of volumes at present (January, 1850) is 1,700. 
There are two societies, of students. possessing. librariea; — the Union Lit- 
erary Society, 1,500 volumes; Phitalethian Society, 1,500 volumes. 

.INDIANAPOLrS. 

The Stale Library — 7,000 vols. — Founded by act of legialatiire, Feb- 
ruary 11, 1825; and contmnsaboutTjOOO volumes, exclusive. of duplicates 
and surplus legislative acts and journals. It has also many vaEuabie maps 
and charts; some curibus.Mexicauarmoi and arms; a portrait of " Beatb 
Simon de Cassia," painled.m 1751; a painting of the " Tipjiecaaoe 
battle-ground," 150 square feet; and a small coileclion of minerals and 
fossils. The average increase is about 850 volumes per annum, including 
congressional documents. The average expenditure is about $200 a 
year. The legislature makes,- annually, a speciiic _appTopriation for tl>e 
mcrease of the State library. It is usually ^300 — part of which goes to 
pay for newspapers, periodicals, and binding. The library occupies four 
rooms on' the first floor of ilhe State-house — together, 80 feet long, 24 feet 
wide. The last printed catalogue was published in 1841, and contains 
36 pages 8vo. The library is open daily (Sundays excepted) from 9 -a.m. 
to 6 p. m., during'the sittings of the legielature, the supreme court of 
Indiana,and thedistrict Court.of the United States--^at otbcrtimes, every 
SAtorday from 8 at m^ to! 4 -p-.m.; .Persons entit'led.^to the use ot the 
library arei members pf- thfe legislatures ministers of. the. gospel, editors of 
newspap^sj' physicians, engineers, on the pu^blic works, judges of th« 
United States ^and State courts, attorneys of the supreme court, officers of 
State benevolent institutions, secretavies and clerks of the legislature, aud 
all persons elected to office by the legislature. To such pei^sons, the 
books may be lent out for a period not exceeding 30 days— the boolts not 
to be taketi from the seat of government. About 1,(500 are taken out an- 
nually, John B. Diliba, libracian- 



//if/i'tHiaJWcrfto^CoJ/e^e—wthe medical department of. Laporte university. 
The catalogue for 1845"'6 states: "During the pa^twiuteria medical and 
scientific library association, connected with the institution, was formed. 
Students can have access to the library by complying with necef^sary reg- 
Illations." 

LOGAN SPORT. 

The Sigmimey Library — 3,000 voh. 
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NORTa 8fiND. 

Si. Man/s lAbrar)j—r2,Oi)0 vok. — The Univcfsity of Notre Dame da 
Lac, at North Bend, eslabiished 1843, possesses a library of the above 
name, containing 2,000 volumes. It is kept in a fine room, 21 feet by 
14, in the college, and is open daily from 1 to 5 o'clock for the itse of the 
professors, students, and neighbors. About 1 ,000 books are lent out an- 
nually. B. A. Dussaulx, librarian. 



PvJ)Uc Library — 1,700 vo&.— The Tincennes library was established 
July 20, 1806, and contains (1850) 1,700 volumes. It is kept in a roomy 
15 feet square, in the City Hall. The first catalogue was printed in 1813; 
the next and last in 1838, of 17 pages 8vo. The Ubrary is opened once 
a week for three hoUrs. Any individual may have the use of the books 
by paying $2 annually. Willis M. Hitt, librarian. 



The Slate of Indiana provided, in the law laying out the State into* 
counties, for the appropriation of a piece of land in each county to the 
estabiishmeut of a public library. The income of the money arising 
from the sale of certain reserved lots was to be appropriated to the pur- 
chase of books. Monroe county hasalready procured a valuable library 
of 4,000 volumes: it is located at Bloomington. Vaiidenburgh county, 
as already stated, is about to establish one. Other counties, it is believed, 
have already commenced their <.-«iieetions, but we have not as yet been able 
to procure exact statistics concerning them. In some cases, the attempt 
to establish these libraries has failed, and the books collected have been 
sold at auction. The difficulty arose from the want of a librarian. No 
salary having been provided for sush an officer, the books were neglected, 
and the libraiy finally abandoned, 

Historical S-iciety of the County of Vij^o. — From Ihe anniversary lecture 
delivered before this society in March, 1844, by Rev. Robert B. Croes, 
we learn that one principal object of the society is lo collect a library. 

I L L I N I f? . 



Mechanics'' Z,j6mry— 1 ,000 vols. — The Chicago Mechanics' In^mte 
was founded in 1S42, and possesses 1,000 volumes, 40 maps and charts, 
and 500 minerals. It expends for books about $150 a year. The insti- 
tute has a bequest of real estate, situated in the city, .valued at $5^000, as 
a permanent fund, but at present unavailable. The library is at present 
Icept in a brick building adjoining the Mechanics' Hall. Two catalogues 
have been published — one printed in 1843; the second, (30 pages 13mo.,) 
in 1847. The library is open for Ciinsultation every evening, and for the 
delivery of books once a week* The library js free to all persons for spe- 
cial reference. Members of the institute, their families and apja^entices. 
Mis. -12 
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may use it without charge. Other citizens pay $3 per aiiiiam; appren- 
tices, $1. About 2,000 volumes a year are lent out. A- D. Taylor, 
librarian; 



Knox Mamial fjih'4r College hihrary- — 1,400 iJofe.—^The' library waa 
founded in 1844, anet contains 1,400 volonies, besides 400 text boofes and 
600 vohimes belonging to the preparatory department. ■ About $40 a year 
are expended for books. 'J'he library is open once every two weeks for an 
hour. College students pay fl a year for the use of the library. About 
300 volumes a year are lent to the faculty and students. The Adelphi 
Society of Students has a sn^ti library, purchased a f&vr months ago for 
$100. The " Gnothautic Society" has §75 subscribed for she puichase 
of books. J. S, Etihn, librarian. 



Monticello Female Seminary, 4 miles from Alton, Illinois, finjnded' 
18o8. — " The library consists of more than 1,000 vols. It is accessible 
to all pupils." [See llEh annual catalogue.] 



JACKSONVILLE, 



lUinfis College Librurp~4,(}0(i vols. — The library was founded in 
1830, and contains 4,000 volumes. It is open twice a week, one hour 
each time. William Coffin, librarian. 



McKendree Cllege Liftranes— 1,825 yofe.— 'The college, library was 
founded in 1820. and contains 1,200 volumes. The average increase is 
about 100 volumes a year, mostly donations. A catalogue wiH soon be 
printed. The library is free to alt persona connected with the college. 
About 400 volumes are taken out annually. The library is open once a week 
foronehoitr. The Ehilosophian Society of Students, founded in 1846,has 
a library of 465 volumes. The Pktonian Society, formed 1849, has 160 
-volumes. Professor A. W. Cummings, librarian, McKeiidree College. 

SPRINGFIELD. 

Slate Library of Illinois— ijOQO mis. — This library contains 4,000 vol- 
umes or more, exclusive of duplicates. .From the last annual report of the 
hbrarian, presented to the legislature Sth Januaiy, 1849, it appears thai the 
sum of S191 39 was expended the preceding year for miscellaneous 
books. This sum was the' proceeds of the sale of the State laws, which 
are by law appropriated , to the Hbrary. The secretary of slate is ca^ ojicio 
librarian; but, in the rfej^ort referred to, he suggests "whether this depart- 
ment, coiisisting of this peculiar description of property, belonging to the 
State, of thousands of dollars in value, does not merit the personal sole 
attention of a coinpeten't person, selected ibr the exclusive purpose," ifcc, 
"A catalogue of the books belonging to the Illinois State Library, pre- 
pared by H. S. Cooley, secretary of state and eToJkio librarian, January, 
1848," was printed at Springfieldjn 1848, containing 4T pages 8vo. The 
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eatalbgue 'is divided into seven parts: 1, jurisphidence; '2, miscelkiieous 
works; 3,'lnws and judicial Teportsof the Slate; 4, legislative journals and 
reports of the State; 5, laws of the several States; 6, laws, documents, 
&c.,T3f(he United States; 7, pamphlets, maps, &c 

The library is required to be open every day, (Sundays excepted,) du- 
ring the session of the tegislattire, from 8 a. m. til! 6 p. m. Books may be 
taken out by membeis and officers of the General Assembly during its ses- 
sion, and at any lime ty the governor, officers of the executive depart- 
ments, justices oi the supreme co'iirt,and attorney general, Thclibrarian 
says, at the close'of his last report: ""The undersigned'would respectfully 
call tfie attention of the Tegi'slature to the fact that our library probably em- 
braces a less number and a less valuable and useful collection of miscel- 
laneous books than is found in any of the libraries of our sister States, 
which suggests the importance of providing, W law, for a small sum to be 
appropriated yearly, frOm the public treasury, for the purchase of scientiiio 
and'other works fox this department of the library." 

BT. CLAm CO-DNTY. 

7he Gervmn Library of Si. Olair county — 1,8^1 vols. — We are in- 
flehted to Mr. Anthony Scho'tt for the following interesting account of 
the library founded and sustained by the intelligent and educated German 
settlers in St. Ciair county: 

'•About the year ISSU the wave of immigration from Germany reached 
the Mississippi river, and hut, shortly trfterwards it was swelled to an 
unprecedented height by political causes on the old continent. The con- 
sequences and reactions of the French revolution of that year, in and on 
•Germany, caused a great number of persons to despond of any meliora- 
tions in the State affairs of Germany, and to seek for an asylum from the 
renewed and increased oppressions in their fetherland'. Those who 
wended their way to America were in great numbers fronl the profession- 
al classes, and mostly men in the prime of their lives, who, with youth- 
ful ardor, had entered into the political arena, and many of whom had 
been more or less implicated in the efforts ffiiitlessly made to obtain the 
liberty of the press and more liberal constitutions. Upon them the fol- 
lowing book exerted an immense influence: ' Duden's Acconnt of a Resi- 
dence in the Western States of North America;' (first edition: Ebber- 
field, 1839.) It was written in an' earnest and philosophical manner, in 
astyle, asit were, expressly adapted to the well educated classes. To 
that Boob, it liiay safely be ascribed, that between 1S30 and 1840 so large 
a niimber of German eniigrants setded in the counties of St. Louis, St. 
Charles, Washington, Franklin, iii Missouri; and of St. Clair, in Illinois. 
Thus, in 1836 we found some 6,000 to 6,000 volumes of books in the 
possession of new settlers in St. Clair county. 111., who lived not very far 
apart and mostly in social intercourse. It was, therefore, practicable to 
provide for a common centre, in which these books, if not immediately, 
yet in the future, might be collected, instead of being scattered and lost. 
The impulse was given by Sparks's -Writings of Washingtoii, offered by 
a trading agent and desired by many, but too expensive for any one alone. 
This book was fitly made the coruer-stone of a common library, to be 
built up by a very small annual contribution, {^2) by donations, (and 
of course they were very often books discarded from the shelves of the 
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come too nftmerous to be contaii d f I 1 bi f m h u 

(not in a log-house bQilt for tha j Brp a D Lnd = ay n 1 
article on the libraries of the (Jn ed b a n N tini nn Se p n N 
9,- Leipzig, 1846, where he also e g g I 1 h y he G 

mans at Belleville,). and to buy, by f 1 dg g h e he e fa 

yonng professional man as a I b n b 1 ) w Id no n be 
rendered gratBitously. 

" Under these circumstances, we feel some satisfaction tftat til's German 
Library Society of St. Clair county, Illinois, incorporated by act of our' 
legislature in 1839,- now contains 885 Works, in 1 ,821 volumes ; that there 
are among them some coElections of comparative value, (the works of the' 
great men of our Revolutioaj) Congressional documents, due to the favor 
of our senators and representative^; continued fifes of Several Germaff 
and American newspapers and periodicals ;imblicati-ona in reference to 
the tiberal movements m Germany since' 1830; on emigreftion; on ancient 
German literature; on agriculture; on mathematics, &c, ;,and that we 
have reason to hope that onr library, whenever it will he proper to transfer 
it to Belleville, will be firmty enough established to pass throtigh the ih- 
crease of e'Xpenseis coincident with the expected inc¥ease of means and 
usefulness,- which has frequently prostrated similar instttutions— e. g,, the 
St. Louis Library, in 1839. 

" In the catalogfle, as far as it has been printed, the boobs aie numbered 
according lo'the time they came into the possession of the' society; but 
'we have an ftlphabetical catalogue, containing (he fuTl titles on detached 
leaves; and thirdly^ (not a so-called scientific' catalogue, fbr which our 
library is'too small, but) a caialogtis materiarimi, where, tfnder proper 
heads, all tlur books treating on the same subject are naffled."' 

BPPffiH .ALTON. 

Shurtleff "College tAbraTy-^\,%'^ vols. — The lifcrary contains i,52i> 
books, and 700 pamphlets and magazines. Aboat 60 or 70 books are 
added each year. The library is open one hotir each week. Trijalees,- 
the faculty and students of the instituiibn, and stich literary genllamen 
in the vicinity as the committee may desiguatey are entitled to the'i)se of 
the library. The Alpha Zeta Society of Students,, recently established^ 
possesses a small library. Washiiigton Leveretty librarian.- 

MISS'OURI. 

CAPE GlRABfeftAU'. 

St. Mary's College Library — 2,400 vois. 
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COLUMBrA. 



Mfsouri Unwrn-sity Libmries—\\2Q0 vols.— The college library was 
founiled in 1842, and contains 675 volumes. One appropriation, which 
-was of fl,2G0, has been made for books. It is not wholly, expended. 
The endowment of the university is tlOO,ObO, invested in bank stock^ 
The library-room in the university building is 36 feet by 24. It is open 
one hour every two weeks. The use of the hooks is without charge to 
officers and stadents. The Athenian Society of Students has 200 vol- 
lumes; the Uiiim Literary Society, 335 volumes. R. S. Holmes, col- 
lege librarian.' 



. Hoicard High School Library— 500 vols.— This flourishing institution 
-occupies the buildings designed for Fayette College, which, though char- 
i^ered^ never went into operation. It has a library of 500 volumes, com- 
jnenced.in 1849. There js a, fund yielding $100 annual' income to be 
■continued for the increase of the library till it reaches 2,000 volumes. It 
will probably be continued longer, W. T. I^ucky, principal. 

JEFFERSON CITY. 

S(a(c L-brary of Missouri — 4,637 vols.— The library was established by 
Jaw in 1829. In 1831 the sum of |150 a year was appropriated for the 
purchase of books, in 1833 the annual appropriation was raised to |450. 
On the 15th November, 1837, the library was destroyed by fire, and every- 
thing valuable lost. The librauy at present contains 4,637 volumes, and 
32 maps and charts. It derives a small income from the sale of tlie 
State reports, laws, ifec. The library-room is in the State House It 
is one h^f of a circle, 56 feet iii diameler, 16 feet high Durmg the ses 
sion of the General Assembly it is kept open fiom 1 i m to 5 p m 
daily. During the recess it is opened occasionallv as the hbrauan miy 
■direct.^ Stale oflicers and members of the legislature may take out bo ka 
by, giving receipts lo the librarian. All other persons who desire it may 
■consiilt the books in the room. The clerk of the supreme court is mide, 
h^i^vr, ex officio librarian.. Present officer, William E Diinscimb 

The' Historical and Philosophical Society of hh^'ioun, 300 lols — 
From the first number of the "Annals" of the society (2<)pp 8vo , 184S) 
we lake the following account of the society and iff collections 

■*' In the year 1844 a few individuals made an eff' rt to establish a His 
iforical and Philosophical Society for the State of Missouri similar to in 
stitultons successfully esta;b!ished in other States. On the IRth of Decern 
bev, in that year,a meeting was held in the Senate chamber, in thecityof 
Jefferson, at which measures were taken to organize the society, addresses 
were deJivered explaining its object and utility, a constitution adopted 
for its government, fourteen gendemen enrolled their names as members, 
and a committee was appointed to apply to the General Assembly for an 
act of incorporation. The Rev. Dr. Goodrich presented to the society a 
volume of ancient travels in America, and a fac-simile engraving of hiero- 
glyphics, found in an Indian mound in Illinois, and these constituted the 
beginning of a library and cabinet which will probably become extensive 
and valuable. The constitution declared the objecls of the society to be 
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to collect and preserve ail papers, memorials and dociiments connected 
with the early history of Missouri, and all statistics in any way pertaining 
to the population, mineral, navigable and agricultural resources of the 
State, and to make publication thereoffrom time to time. In conformity 
to the request of the societjr, an act of incorponition was passed and ap- 
proved by the governor on the 27th day of February, 1845. Since that 
time an act has been passed granting to the society the use of a room in 
the capitol, well adapted to its purposes. The, society is located at the 
city of Jefferson, biit branches or auxOiary societies may be established 
iu any other part of the Slate. .- 

" The first annual meeling of the society was held on the 20th of Jan- 
uary, 1S45, at which officers were chosen for the ensuing year, new mem- 
bers admitted, several distinguished citizens of other Stales were elected 
as honorary members; the presentation of some books, mineral specimens, 
and other articles, was announced, and resolutioHs werepassed ?eq(jesting 
the co-operation of the citizens of ihe State. 

" The second' annual meetii^ of the society was held on the 19th 'of 
January, 1846^ at which addresses were delivered, the presentation of ad- 
ditioiia to the Kbrary, cabinet, and museum, announced, resolutions 
passed, and officers, chosen for the succeeding year, 

" The third annual meeting occurred on the 19th of January, 1847, at 
whichreports of officers were heard, resolutions adopted, officers for the 
year selected, and addresses delivered. 

"On the 17th of January, 1848^ the fourth annuai meeting of the so- 
ciety was heM, at which the reports of the officers were made and ap- 
proved, some appropriate speeches- were delivered, and officers for th& 
present year selected. 

"A room has beea fitted up for the Keceptioa of books, pamphlets, pa- 
pers, manuscripts, curiosities, and other articles, and the foundation for a 
library, cabinet and museum has been laid; andhopes are entertained that 
the liberality and public spirit of the citizens of Missouri will cause the 
same to be rapidly increased by many valuable additions. 

"AH editors and publishers of weekly newspapera and peskidicals are 
solicited to present to the society regular files thereof, in order that they may 
be bound in volumes and carefully preserved. The authors of all books,, 
pamphlets, and pubhcaliona of every kind, ajre requested to donate a cppy of 
the same for the use of theUbrary. The society invites the contribution 
of all old letters and manuscripts, illustrating the history of the discovery 
and early settlement of Missouri and of the western country. Fjles of all 
newspapers and periodicals that have been, heretofore pubUshed in the 
State, will be very acceptable. Ancient and curious books and pamphlets 
are desired as additions to the library, particularly all such as relate to the 
western country. A copy of.every book and pamphlet that was ever pub- 
lished in the State is desired; iio publication should be considered too unim- 
portant to enter into such a collection. One object of the society is to 
collect and preserve the fleeting and ephemeral publications that otherwise 
would be buried i;i oblivion. Citizens throughout the State may make 
many contributions to the society without much trouble qr inconvenience." 



Masonic College Ubrary — 2,500 vols. 
Saint Charles College Librca'y— 390 vols. 
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XTnwersitp lAbraries — 13,580 vols. — The college library, founded in 
1839, contains 12,500 volumes, increasing at the rate of 200 volumes a 
year. It occupies a room 40 feet by 30 in the college building; opened 
once a day; Ail persons connected with the university are entitled to the 
use of the books. Others are pevmitlfid to consult the library at any time. 
There are three libraries belonging to societies of students: The Phila- 
lethian,with 630 volumes; the Orthological, 200 volumes; and the Phileu- 
phradic, 250 volumes. Caspar Girsch, librarian. 

Mercantile Library Association — 4,299 jjijfe. — This association was 
founded in 1846. From the fourth report of the directors (January, 
1850) we gather the following facts: The present number of members is 
589. During the year 1849 $1,888 40 were expended for 1,060 volumes; 
and 470 volumes were presented. From the origin of the library $4,901 40 
have been expended for books. Those presented during the same time 
were valued at $1,766. Whole number of volumes in the library, 4,299. 
An alphabetical catalogue, with a classified index, forming about 300 
pages 8vo., is now in press. Use of the books during the year, 4,743 
volumes, 38 periodicals are taken. Of 20 of thesp the sets are complete. 
The librarian is William P. Curtis. Great pains seem to have been taken 
in the selection of books ; and all the affairs of the institution, appear to be 
conducted with much energy and good judgment. 

Law Library — 1,500 vols. — The Law Library was established in 1840, 
by members of the bar, and is kept in a room of the court-house. 

MICHIGAN. 



Wesleyan College Library — 700 vols. — TheWosIeyan College, founded 
in 1848, is making arrangements for the gathering, of a library. The 
preparatory department, which has been longer in operation, has a library 
of about 700 volumes. C. T. Hinman, president. 



Michigan University — 5,000 vols. — Founded in 1837. "The library 
of this institution was purchased a few years since in Europe, and consists 
of between 4,1100 and 5,000 volumes of well selected standard works, in 
the various departments of literature and science. There are two literary 
societies connected with the college, which hold weekly meetings during 
term time, and possess valuable libraries of select and miscellaneous 
books." [Catalogue, 1848-'9,j Professor Abram Seager, librarian. 



St. Philips College Library— ZfidQ vols. 

Yowng Men's Society Li/>rary— -1 ,815 vols.— The Detroit Young Men's 
Society was formed in 1833, Its library at present contains 1,815 
volumes. The annual increase has been about 100 volumes; but of latfj 
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a new and vigorous impulse has been given to the society. The number 
of paying iriembers is 103, including many of the first citizens of the 
place. A new brick building has been erected by the society, and will 
be ready for occupation iii Octoberj 1850. The budding is 95 feet by 24. 
The lower story will be rented fblr stores. The second stoi-y contain^, 
besides two' offices, a large hall for lectures^TO feet by 40. The third 
story is diyidM into two rdoms: one for a library, and the othet for a 
committee; room, &c; This edifice; wheli completed, will hfivecost al)Out 
S8,00b. Th&lot'on which it is'buitt (valued at |5,IJCI0) was given to the 
society by the land board of the then district, jft is eligibly situated on 
JeiFerson avenue — the principal commercial street of the city. It is 
expected fhat the'rent of tho^e parts of the building not' occupied by the 
society will, in the course of a few years, pay for the building, and yield 
a considerable Revenue for (he support and enlargement of the institution, 
The library,, when removed, will be placed in permanent glass Cases^ and 
arranged according to subjects. The rooms will be open at all times of 
the day, for membeis of thfe sdciety, and their friends not citizens. Mem- 
bers are elected by the board of managers. They pay $2 each as initia- 
tion lee, and an annuel assessment of $2. The society is not solely a 
library association, but it embraceis also another department— that of lec- 
tures and debates, A catalogue of the library (43 pages Svo.) was printed 
in 1842. John S. Van Alstyne, librarian. 



Slale Library— i,H)0 vols —The library was founded A. D. 1836, and 
contains 4,400 volumes. From 1839 to 1848 there were no additions by 
purchase. In 1848,395 volumes were purchased for $620, and 226 volumes 
were presented. In 1849, about 4.00 volumes were added to die collection. 
The library is kept in a room of the capitol. A catalogue was printed 
April 1, 1846.. The library is open every day from 9 a. m. to 12 m., and 
from 2 to 4 p; m. State officers and members of the legislature are enti- 
tled to take out the books. The secretary of state is ex nfficio State Ijbra- 
naii, A clerk in his Office has, charge of the library, under his direction. 

MONROE. 

Public Lbrary — 1,500 vols. 

SPRIiSTG AEBOIi. 

Central College Library— -1 fiW vols.. 

300 TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES, — 43,926 VOLS. 



"The law has. for several years made it the duty of the supervisor to 
assess a half- mill tax upon each dollar of the taxable property ot his town- 
ship for the purchase of a township library, a portion of which tax may, 
when certain conditions are complied with, be applied to the support of 
schools- 

"The constitution of the State provides that 'the clear proceeds of all 
£nes assessed in the several counties for any breach of the penal laws, 
shall be exclusively applied to the support of said libraries,' 

"Although, according to the returns, there are but 300 township libraries 
in the 425 townships of Lhe State trcm which reports have been received, 
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still, there is a very gratifying increase in the number of these libraries, 
the number of volunaes they contain, and the extent of their circulation. 
There are tiiirty more township libraries reported this year than last, con- 
taining in all 43,926 rolumes, which is 6,938 more than they contained, 
according to the reports received, for the year 1846. These libraries cir- 
culate through 1,349 districts, which shows an increase of 268 over any 
former year. Communications received from several counties afford very 
gratifying evidence of their increased usefulness." [Mr. Mavfiew's re- 
port, 1847.] ■■ ^ 

The amount of mill tax for township libraries in I8i7 was $7,368 T5. 
The amount of fines, (fee, collected, $807 15. 

74 SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIES— -3,294 VOLS. 

The statutes formerly provided for these libraries. Now, however, the 
money formerly applied to them is devoted to township libraries. There 
are, however, still left seventy-four of these district libraries, with an ag- 
gregate of 3,394 volumes. 

IOWA. 

BURLINGTOW. 

"The 'loiva Historical and Geological Institute' was organized Decem- 
ber 18, 1843, but ten years after the departure of the 'red men,' by four 
citizens of this city, and now [December, 1849] numbers over thirty 
members. The olgect of the association cannot be better communicated 
than by transcribing a portion of the preamble of the constitution: 'We, 
the undersigned, agree to organize an institution, to be located perma- 
nently at Burlington, Iowa, the object of which shall be the estabhshment 
of a cabinet of curiosities, of a library, and of a depository of records 
and papers relating to the primitive settlement, early history, and geologi- 
cal features of Iowa.' 

"']''he objects of the association have been steadily kept in view, and 
constant additions are being made to the geological and historical defwirt- 
ments, as well as to the library. The geological and mineralogical 
specimens amouht to about two thousand, and some of them are exceed- 
ingly rare and valuable. The collection of historical papers, records, and 
facts relative to the early settlement and history of tliis State has demanded 
the special attention of some of the members; and thus has many an 
important historical iact, that otherwise, by the death or removal of the 
actors, would have been lost, been collected and preserved among the 
archives of the insritute." [Letter from David Rorer, corresponding sec- 
retary,] 

DAVENPORT. 

The college at Davenport, Iowa, is in active operation. It has com- 
menced the formation of a library. 

IOWA CITY, 

Stale Library of /owa— 1,600 vols. — The State Library was founded in 
1839, and contains about 1,600 Volumes. The yearly additions have been, 
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very small, derived from an exchange of law books and public documents 
between the States, and donations by Congress, , probably not exceeding 
ten volumes a year. The library-room is in the capitol, and measures 42 
feet by 21, and 14 feet high. A catalogue was printed in 1839, and 
another in 1.845, containing 18 pp. 8vo. The library is open every day 
during the sessions of the legislature and the supreme court, from 9 o'clock 
a. m. to ^ p. m. ; at other times it is open on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons. State ofScers, members of the legislature, and members of 
the supreme oouvt bar, are entitled to the use of the books. Lemuel B, 
Patterson, State librarian. 

This infant Stale has already made legislative provision for a State uni- 
versity, with several branches; a system of district schools, with normal 
schools, and district libraries. A superintendent has been elected— Mr. 
Thomas H. Benton, jr. He has lately published, in a handsome pamphlet 
of 140 pages, " Statutes of the State of Iowa relating to Common Schools, 
including forms, regulations, and instructions, respecting proceedings 
under those Statutes," Svo: Iowa City, 1S49. This contains plans of 
school houses, selections of books for district libraries, &c. 

There is a Presbyterian College at West Point; Lee county. 

WISCONSIN. 



Belail CoUege Libraries— l,<iQ<i vols.— -The catalogue ofBeloit College 
and Seminary for 1849-'50 states that " the libraries connecl;ed with the 
college now amount to over 1,000 volumes, and arrangements are made 
which will insure their progressive increase." 



State Library — 4,000 wfe. —Founded in 1836; contains about 4,000 
volumes, including pamphlets and magazines. The sum of $5,000 was 
appropriated by Congress in 1836 for the purchase of books. Since then 
no additions of importance have been made, except the laws and reports 
received from the different States. The library is placed in a room of the 
capitol, measuring 18 feet by 42. There has been no printed catalogne, 
but one will be published by January 1, 1860. Books are. lent out to the 
members of tlie legislature, judges of the supreme court, and the State 
officers, lo be returned in. six days. About 5,000 persons consult the 
library yearly, it is opened during the sessions of the legislature and 
supreme court, from 9 a, m. to 8 p. m. I'rivileged persons can always 
have access to the books. George P. Delaplaine, State librarian. 

University of the State of Wisconsin, at CoUege Hill, near Madison. — 
This institution was incorporated in 1849. 

A State Historical Society has been formed, and has commenced the 
gathering of a library. The first annual meeting of the Society was held 
at Madison, January 15, 1850. 

MILWAUKIE. 

The Yomig Men^ s Association of the City of MUwaukie has a library 
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of more than 1 ,000 well-selected, volumes. In the veading-room are to be 
found many of the valuable periodicals of the day. The library is open 
for the delivery of books every Wednesday from 2 to 6 o'clock, and Satur- 
day evenings. The reading-room is open every evening. A catalogue of 
the library (18 pp. l2mo.) was printed in 1848. 

MINNESOTA. 



Minnesota Historical Society .-—^his society was incorporated by the 
-slative assembly of the Territory on the 1 0th of October, 1849. It has 
-ly issued "Annals of the Minnesota Historical Society," 8vo., 28 
_ _^ L St. Paul. The officers of the society invite exchanges and con- 
tributions towards the formation of a library. Alexander Ramsey, presi- 
dent, 

Teiritorial lAbrary— 3,000 vols. — The act of Congress est?iblishing 
the Territory of Minnesota, approved March 3, 1849, contains an appro- 
piialion of g5,000 for a library, to be kept at the seat of government, for 
the use of the officers of thfe Territory, and other persons, under suitable 
regulations. The library (December, 1850) has been organized: 3,000 
volumes of good books (law and miscellaneous) have been purchased, 
and a catalogue (30 pages 8vo.) published. Charles Cavileer, librarian, 

ST. ANTHONY FALL, 

The Si. Anthony Library Association was incorporated November 1, 
1849. During the winter of 1849, a series of lectures was delivered be- 
fore the association. Just after the incorporation of the society, a purchase 
of books was made, as a nucleus of the proposed library. There are 
now, perhaps, 200 volumes upon the shelves. 

CALIFORNIA. 



"A good beginning for a public hbrary has been made by the formation 
of ihe Monterey Library Association, and a subscription of $1,400. The 
plan meets with decided public favor, and an order lias been forwarded to 
New York for books."— A''ct« York Observer, May 18, 1850. 

TERRITORIES OF OREGON, NEW MEXICO, UTAH. 

The acts of Congress establishing these Territories contain appropria- 
tions of ffi5,000 to each for the purchase of Territorial libraries. The 
library of Oregon has already (January, 1851) been purchased. Dr. Bern- 
hisel, an energetic and intelligent agent, has been appointed to collect the 
library for Utah, and has made good progress in the work. 

MILITARY LIBRARIES. 

We are indebted to a distinguished officer for the following account of 
the military libraries connected with the United States army: 
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" Under authority of the 'General Uegulations for the Army/ libraries, 
consisting of newspapers, pamphlets, aiid bound books, are formed at 
most, if not all, the military posts occupied by our army. The fund for 
the purchase of these is accumulated by savings in the bakehouses on 
soldiers' bread, and taxes on the sutlers of the posts, 

"The number of volumes is, generally but a few hundred, and not 
more than a thousand, probably, at any one of the largest posts; and the 
number is constantly varying, by the wear and tear of the books in the 
hands of soldiers, and by the intei-ruptions occasioned very frequently of 
late by the removal of the troops or division of the companies comprising 
the garrison, as, in all sUch cases, the detached troops are entided to take 
with them: their proportionate shares of the library. 

"The formation of these libraries, and the instituting of schools for in- 
struction of soldiers and children at the military posts, have had a very 
beneficial effect, in the education of those who, without these advantages, 
would n^ver be able to read, and inducing an application of time to bboks 
which otherwise would' be spent in idleness and indulgence in evil 
habits." 
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CLASSIFICATION. 



In the following Table are esliibiled, in seven cksses, ihe number of librariea in eadi State 
wiih Ihe number of volumes which they contain — gathered ffom the foregoing notices. Theas 
several dasees of hbraries may be characterized, in general terma, as follows : 

I. Slate iifri-ories, including those of the genera! government and of the executive departments, 
and those of the Stats courts. Almoal all theStates in the Union have organized Slate libraries. 
Those which have not, poaseas collections of books which will ere long serve as the foundations 
of such Libraries. These libraries are composed, to a great extent, of public documents of the 
general and State governments, with works on atalistics, political economy, hisloiy, &c. Sotne 
of them, as the Library of Congress, the New York State library ,i&c., take a much wider range, 
and are extremely valuable collecliona Eor general reference. 

9. Soctanifrrwies, includingttthenffiums.lyceums, young men's associalions, mechanics' insti- 
tutions, mercantile libraries, &c. — These hbrsries are generally composed of popular works for 
readuig rather than for reference. But among them are many of the best collections in the 
country. We think, ihat any one, looking over the catalogues of these libraries, would be sur- 
prised and gratiHed to find ihem generally so well selected. 

In some States, almost every town has, under some name, a social library. Most of these 
willecdonB, itis true, are very small, containing less than a thousand volumes; but there doubt- 
less are a great many, far mora conaiderable in size, which have been unintentionally overlooked. 

3. College libraries, (exclusive of sludents' libraries.) — Our coHegea are mostly eleemosynary 
inatitutiona. Their libraries are frequently the chance aggregations of the gifta of charity ; (oo 
many of them discarded, as well nigb worthless, from the shelves of the donors. This is not 
true of all nur college libraries \ for among them are some very important collections, chosen 
with care and competent learning, purchased with economy, and guarded with prudence, — 
jhough ever available to those who wish to use them aright. 

4. Sluienis' Kbmrisj, in colleges, professional schools, academies, &e. — The societies formed 
by students in our seminaries of learning, for muluiJ improvement in debate and composition, for 
Uie most part po^ess libraries. These are generally useful collections of books of a popular 
character. Sometimes (in Yale College particularly) they are large, well selected, and admirably 
arranged and kept. Dust seldom gathers on the books in such colleelions. 

5. Libraries tf professional sthooh and Uicorporaled academki. 

This class includes theological seminaries, law schools, medical colleges, and military academies 
BB wellashigh schools, generally termed in this country "academies." The professional schools, 
several of them, possess the beslspeoial libraries in the country. These institutions (particularly 
the theoli^cal) are so frequently connected with academies, that it was found most convenient 
to group them together. The notices in the body of this work will genertdly enable the reader 
to subdivide this class, as well as the other classes, if desired. 

ical, These librai... __ 

irooured by donation and excl 

„ r historical societies are dolns 

in gathering and guarding the precious memorials of oi 



but for ail the population of the district or township to which they belong. They are composed 
of vniuable books, designed and adapted to communicate usefuf knowledge in a popular way, 
and to cultivate all the higher elements of character. They are in continual use, and it is im- 
posmble to overestimate tbeu: beneficial influence. 

Another class of libraries of which it has not been in my power to collect the statistics 
oomprisea Siatday School lAbraries. The aggregate number of books which they contain 
is very great. These hooks, though mostly for juvenile readers, are always of a moral or re- 
ligious tendency, and they have vast influence in forming the intellectual aa well as the moral 
character of the people. 
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GENERAL SUMMARY. 



Whole number of Liliraries, exclusive of those of (he public schools 694 

Aggregate number of volumes . . . - . 2,201,(532 

Whole Dumbei- of Libraries containing, each, 1,000 volumes, and 

upwards ....... 423 

ite number of volumes in these Libraries - - - 2,105,652 

size - - - - - - . ' 4,977 

Number of Libraries reported, containing less than 1,000 volumes, 
each ------.. 271 

Aggregate number of volumes in Oiese Libraries - - - 95,980 

*Number of Libraries containing 1,000 volumes and upwards, and 

lese than 5,000 ■ - - - 198 

Number of Libra es con 1 1 g o,000 volumes and upwards, and 

less than 10,000 - - - - 175 

Number of Librar es con 1 n ig 10,000 volumes and upwards, and 

less than 20,000 .... 43 

Number of Librar es co a g 20,000 volumes and upwards, and 
less than 50,000 - - - - - - 11 

There are but five Libraries containing, each, 50,000 volumes and 

upwards, Namely : ---... 5 

Harvard University- 
Public Library - - - 56,000 
Law Library . - - 14,000 
Theological Library - - 3,000 
Medical Library - - - 1,200 
Students' Libraries - - 10,000 

84,200 

The Philadelphia Library, (including the Loffanian Library) - 60,000 
Yale College^ 

College Libmry - - 20,515 

IVIedical Library - - 900 

Law Library - - 1 ,900 

Students' Libraries - 27,166 

50,481 

The Library of Congress - - . . . 50,000 

The Boston Athenaeum . . - . . 50,000 

*[n this Elatemcnt, and in tliose whicii follow, the Libraries of soijielies of atudenlsand those 
of professional departments are counted with tlie Libraries of the Colleges or Seminaries with 
wiiich tliey are conneoied. 
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INDEX TO THE APPENDIX. 



Abbot, Ezra. ,,,., ; 

Adanison,R •■ ■ ■ , 11 

Alabama, libraries in IE 

Albany.N.Y 1 

Albion, Mich, If 

Aldeo, Rev. Timothy 36, 93, II 

Alexander, Rev. A 1( 

Ail eghany city, Pa It 

Alleghany College, Meadville, Pa 1 ] 

Alpha Delia Phi Society, Harvard University ^ £ 

American Academy of Arts and Sciencea, Boston S 

American Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia ^E 

Anierican and Foreign BiWe Society, N. Y , f 

American Antigunrian Society, Worcester, Mass fl 

American Baptist Publication Ssoiety, Philadelphia, Pa li 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston .>> 5 

American Ethnological Society, New York city , \ 

American Inatitute, N-¥ , ' 

American Oriental Society, Boston ,,.....,., S 

American Philosophical Society, Philadelphio , IS 

American Statistical Association, Boston .».,.■ i 

Amherst, Mass , ] 

Annapolis, iUd ,, i; 

Ann Arbor, Mich ,,..>>.. \i 

Anderson, Prof. M. B 

Andover, Mass ,..,, 

Appleton, Samuel 

Apprentices' Library Company, Philadelpliia... jj 

Apprenticfie' Library, Charleslon, S. C 1: 

Apprentices' Library, Cincinnati, Ohio , ]■ 

Apprentices' Library, New York, N. Y , I 

AEohives, preservation of , ., 

A(kansaa, libraries in the Stale \^ 

Assembly Library, Albany, W. Y. , 

AdKir, J. J ) 

Astar Library, N. Y ) 

Athenteum Society, Bowdoin College, Brunswidt, Me... 

Athentemn Library, Chester, Pa ,.,.. j( 

Athenaeum Library, Nan tacket^ Mass ; 

Athenffium Library, Philadelphia i; 

Athenteum Library, Portland, Me .,.,^ 

Athen<eum Library, Portsmouth, N.H j 

Aihenieum Library, Providence, R. I j 

AthBn<eum Library, Rochester, N. T i 

Athenieum Library, Roibuiy, Mass ,.,..,.. ; 

Athenteum Library, Salem, Mass '...,.... \ 

Athans, Qa .,,, ii 

Athens, Ohio I if 

Aubarn.N. Y ■; 

Augusta, Ga. . 
Angus ta, '^- 

Auslin, Texa^ 

Ayrault, Stephen 

Backus, Rev. Isaac 

Bacon College, Harrodeburg, Ky. . 

Bacon, John, M. D 

Bailey, Rev. Silas 

Baker, Prof. Osman C 

Baldwin, Christopher C 

Baldy, Peter..... 

Baltimore, Md 

13 



,/Google 



194 INDEX. 

fiangor, Me 7 

Bardstown, Ey 1 65 

Barnard, Henry i 62, 67 

Barnes, Phineaa lU 

Bartlell, John E. 3, 97 

Bartlett, Hon . Win 11 

Baaoom, H. B , 167 

Balon Rouge, Lb 161 

Baylor Univeraily, Independence, Texas ■ 163 

Beard, Richard , 168 

Belknap, Jeremy IS, 26 

Belknap, John 12 

Beloit,Wis 186 

Bernhiael, Dr 187 

Beneficent Library, Middlebury, Vl 16 

Bentley, Re?. Wm., D. D 44, 111 

Beniod, Thomas H.,jr 186 

Berkeley, Bishop 49,70 

Berryville. Va 1 43 

Bethany, Va. 149 

Bigeiow,JohnP 43 

Blackstock, James 63 

Blendon, Franklin county, Ohio 168 

Bliss, Prof. Geo. R Ill 

Bloomineton, Ind 175 

Bonnell, Rev. J. M 158 

Boaton, Mass 19, 31 

Bours. John % 51 

Bowdilch, Natheniel, L. L. D 40 

Bowdilch Library, Boston SO 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me 7 

Bowen, Horatio Qatea 56 

Boydtown, Mecklenburg county, Va I4'j 

Breintaall, Joseph > ■ 113 

Bringiers, La 1 62 

Brislowe, Rev. Dr. 93 

BrBokfield,N.H 15 

Brooklyn, N, Y 73 

Brooks, Henry KL 41 

Brougham, Lord 27 

Brown, G, L 160 

Brown, John 54 

Brown, John Carter 58 

Brown, Nicholas 54,55,57,58 

Brownne, Robert H 37 

Brown University, Providence, R.I 63, 60 

Brunswick, Me 7 

Brunswick county, Va 143 

Buffalo, N.V 81 

Bulfinoh.GeorgeS , 23 

Buriington, Iowa 185 

Borlington, N.J 105 

Eurhneion, Vt 16 

Butlerfleld, Wm 8 

Oire,Paul 162 

■Calhoua, Rev. P 144 

California 187 

Cambridge, Mass 31 

Cambridgeport, Mass 36 

Canonsburg, Pa '. 108 

Cape QJrardeau, Mo 189 

CarliBle, Pa. 108 

Carlisle, Rev. Thomas 56 

Caroline county, Va 143 

Carpenter, Cornelius N ■ IT 

Cauaten, Dr. James H.,]r , 142 

Cttvileer, ChatUa 187 

Central College, Blendon, Ohio 168 

Central Lodge Libmry, Spring Arbor, Mich 184 
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Centre College, Danville, Ky 

ChamherlBin. John 

Champlin, Chf latnpher G 

Channine.Wm E 

Chapel tiill, N. C 

Chapman, Israel 

Chapman, Thomaa 

Charleston, a C 

Charloii^rille, Va 

Cheokley, Thomas 

Cheeao borough, David 

Cheater, Pa 

Chesiertown, Md 

■Chicago, III 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

City Library, Btooklyi), N. Y 

City Schoal Library, Lowell, Mesa 

Claiborne Co,, Miss 

Clark, Jos. M 

Cleveland, Ohio 

■Clinton, N. Y 

Cobb, David F 

Cod man, John ■ 

Coffin, J. N 

Coffin, William 

Cogswell, J. Q. 

Cola, Thomas 

College of New Jersey 

College of Charleslon, CharleBtsn, S. C 

College of Physicians and Surgeons, io the city of Hew York . . 

College of St. Thomaa of ViJIanova, Philadelphia 

College of ths Holy Cross, Worcester, Masa 

Collins, Henry 

Colman, Hfitiry 

Columbia, Ma 

Columbia, S. C 

Coiumbia, Tenn ' 

Columbia College, New T&irk eity 

Columbia College, WasM^lon, D. C 

Columbtts, 

Concord, N. H 

Conference Seminary, N. H 

Connecticut 

Conndly, H 

Copyright books, Slate Department, Washingtoo, D. C 

Corbet, J. A 

Courtis, Ambrose S 

Courtney, Thomas 

Court of Appeals, RocBealer, N. Y 

Cosinglon, Ky 

Crafts, Mr 

Craig, Jolin S 

Crawfordsville, Ind 

Crocker, Mrs. Hannah IMather 

Cross, Prof. N 

Cumberland College, Princeton, Ky 

Cu>nberland University, Lebanon, Tenn.. 

Cummiogs,A. W 

Curtis, William P .- 

Danville, Ky. 

Darlington, William 

Dartmouth College, Hanoter, N. H,.... 

Davies, Charles S. 

Davenport, Iowa 

Davidson College, Mecklenburg county, N. C 

Davia, Ira 

Day, Henry N 

Deane, Samuel 

DaBl«eck,J 

Delap'aine, Geo. p , 



Delaware 

DsiawarB College, Del 

Delawtare, Ohio 

DemiU. Miss Elizabeth , 

Demos iheiiEan Society, New Ipswich, N. H 

DaoniGton, Afexander 

Detroit, MIcli.J 

Dickinson College, Cflrliale, pH 

Dillawsy, Cherlea K 

Dillon, John B'. 

Diftcicl of Columbia 

Die irict School libi-arias, Maine, 

Dobson, Judah 

Dodge, H. S 

Ddty, Edwaid M 

Dover, Del 

Downing, Chniles W.... 

Drury, ^ 

Duane, Wiliinm 

Dublin, N. H 

Dugae, L. A. 

Dunciin, Alexander 

Duneoomb, William E 

Duuaulx, E. A 

East Hampton, M. Y 

East India Marine Society, Salem, I^lasa 

Easton, Penn , ., 

Eas^on, Jonathan 

EaBt Tennessee Unlversily, Knoxville, Tenn 

Easl Windeoi', Ct 

Ebenezer Academy, Va , 

Edwards, Mnrgan 

Ellery, Christopher.. 

Eihoti, Rev, David , D. D 

Ellon, Konneo 

Emerson, Grown 

£mmelsburg, Md , 

Emory, Waehington county, Va 

Emory and Henry College 

Emory College, Oxford, Ga 

Endicotl, ChacleaM ,. 

Engineer Depai-tmont Library, Washington, D. C 

Englah High School, An do ver, Mass. 

Epiecwttl TheologicBl Seminary of Virginia, Fairfax county. . 

Erie, Pa. ., 

Essex Agricullurol SocielT, ^lem, Mass. 

Essex Institute, Balem, Mhes 

Essex Southern District Medical Society, Salem, Mass. 

Estell, William 

Evsnsville, Ind. 

EvM'ett, Edward 

Exeter, N. H 

Fairfax courtij, Va. 

Fair&K distria. Si C 

Fallsinglon, Bucks county. Pa 

Parmer, John .' 

Fayette Academy, N. C 

Fayette, Mo 

Feller, M 

Peil, Joseph B' 

Female Institute, Columbia, Term 

Finley, William P 

Finney, J,, Jr 

FinoUi, J. M ^ 

Fisher, John 

Fisher, Maturin L 

Florida .' .-■ 

Flushing, H. Y. , , 

Folaom, Charles , 

Forbes, V. 3... • 
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PBgP,. 

Pwdhm.N. V sa 

Fores! Club, Houlwn, Me 8 

Forrest, Rev. R '. G4 

Foeler, Theodore 'II 

Foster, Thomas Gales IfiB 

F™nkf(.rt,Ky ICS 

Franktin, Bnnj ■ IH 

Franklin Collage, Athena, Ga lf>6 

FraMhlki Collcg:e, Franklin, Ind 175 

Franklit) College, Lanccater, Pa Ill 

Franiiin Cellege, New Ajhens, Ohio Hll 

Frauktin College, Nashville, Tenn 135 

Frankim Ipstituts, PhiladelnhLn, Pa , 12a 

Franklin Library, Hudaon, K, Y 84 

Franklin Library, Lawrence, Masa SI 

FrsMkliD Society, Mobile, Ala 159 

Franklin Society, Providence, R. I Hi 

Franklin Society, Brown University, Providence, R. 1 5S 

Free Academy of Nsw York city 97 

Freia, Andre ;..... IGO 

French, Ezra B. 7 

Friendly Associalioa of Upper Middletown, Conn iiB 

Friends' Boarding School, Providence, R. 1 Gl 

Friends' Library of the Four Monthly IMeetings,Phitarielphia 1211 

Frost, ReyerencI A ' ■ 105 

Furman, Richard IdO 

Furman Theoiogical Ssminary, S.C 15B 

Qalesbure, 111 ..■.*.., ■ - ■ ■ ■ "rt 

Gambier.Ohio , HI 

Gardner, Francis S9 

Gaiger, H. K 1T4 

Geneva, N.Y 83 

Georgetown, D. C ' 138 

Georgeiown, Ky .■ 16G 

Geoi^ia 1^6 

German Library of St. Clair county, 111 HI! 

German Society Library, Philadelphia. - i2S 

Gettysburg, Pa - 109 

Gibha, J. W 18 

Gibbs, Miss Sarah 62 

Gibbe, William C 53 

Gger.G. M 10(i 

Gilinanton, M. H 13 

Gilpin, Joseph 13J 

Girsch, Caap^ 183 

Gfidfrey, III 178 

Goodrich, Rev. Dr. 181 

Goodwin, Daniel R 8 

Gould,Dr.A.A 23 

Gould, Robert S 160 

Graham, Samuel S 14!> 

Grant, S. Haalinga 84 

Granville, Ohio ; 1T2 

Great Falls, N. H 13 

Greencaslle, Ind • 17li 

Greene, Simon E... • ^'^ 

Green, James 134 

Green, Samuel t ^9 

Greenville, Tenn 163 

Greenwood, Abbeville district, S. C ISfi 

Greetham, William D 132 

Greiner, John ■ • '71 

Grolon, Mass 3G 

Guild, Reuben A fi^ 

Guthrie, Samuel 133 

Hageratown, Mtl ^^> 

Hamilion, N. Y 83 

Hamilton College, Clinton, N. Y 83 

Hamilton, P I'jS* 

Hampden Sidney College, Prince Edward cciurity, Va t---i • • • , i*^ 
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Hanovor, N. H 

Hanover CoUege, South Hanover, Ind 

Harlon, R. D 

Harmon, N. W 

Harris, J. MomeoH 

Harm, TbaddeuB William 

Hacriabui?, Pa 

Harriaon, Joseph 

Harrodaburtr, Ky^ • 

Hart, William D. 

Hnrtlbrd, Conn 

HarlwLck. K. Y 

Harvard College, Cambridge, Maes ■ 

Hasty Pudding Club, Harvard Uniyeraity 

Htttborough, Pa 

Haven, Horace Applaloo - 

Haven, Samuel P. 

Hazeliua, Ernest 

Henderson, J. S , ..„ ,, 

Henry, Edward ', 

Hermsan, Society, Harcarci Universiiy 

Herriok, Edward C 

Hillaborough, Ohio 

Hinman,C.T 

Historical and Antiquarian Society of Vermont, Monlpelier, Vt . . 

Historical and Philoaophioal Society of Miasouci 

Historical Society of Georgia, Savannali, Ga 

Hiatoricai Society of Connecticut 

Historical Society of Maine.... 

Historical and Ptiilosophtcid Society of Ohio 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 

Historical Society of the county of Vigo, Ind 

Hodge's Institute, Green w«od, S. C 

Hoee,W.J 

Hollis, Thdmaa 

Holmes, R. S 

Hotlinguer, Baron 

Houllijii, Mb 

Howard College, Marion, Ala 

Howard High School, Mo. 

Howard, Issachar. 

Howe, George 

Howell, Robert H 

Hubbard, JosiaJl 

Hudson, N.Y 

Hudson, Ohio 

Huidekoper, F 

Hulse. Isaac 

Humphrey, T. J 

Hunlsvilie, Tejlas 

Illinois 

Illinois College Library, Jacksonville, 111 

Independence, Texas 

Indiana 

lodianaAaburyUniversity, Greencafllle, Ind 

Indiana Medical College : ■ . ■ 

Indianapolis, Ind 

Ingle, Jotin 'i 

losecis injurious to books 

Institute of I'TO, Harvard University 

Iowa city - .'. .. 

Iowa liistoriCBl and Gaologlca! Instituted 

Irving Literary Institute, Eiie, Pa 

Ices, Mrs. Hope 

Jackson Coll*^, Columbia, Tenn 

Jackson, Charles T 

Jackson, Jatne^ ..■ 

Jackson, MiH : 

Jackson, Temi 
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Jackson»ille, 111 ITS 

Jeffrey, George, 15 

Jefferson Apprentices' Librsry, Waahingion, D. C 113 

Je£ferson ciiy, Mo 181 

jeGeraon Cojl^. Bringiera, Mina 16S 

Jeffersiin College, Cwionsburg, Pa 108 

Jflvett, Charles C 141 

Johnston, James Ill) 

JohnsKin, Robflrt 53 

Johnston, William 167 

Jones, Sylvanua 82 

Jonestown, Pa Ill) 

Judicial Library, St. Augusline, Fla 160 

Juliana Library, Lanraster. Pa Ill 

Juveniie Library, Dublin, N. H 12 

Kearon, Robert 139 

Kendall, G. Williame 170 

Kendnclt,A. 83 

KMit, Benjamin 39 

Kent, Chancellor 51 

Kentucky 163 

Kentucky Hialorical Society „ . , . ifi7 

Kfenyon College, Gambler, Ohio 171 

£iernai9, Th'OniHS 34 

Kimball Union Academy, Metiden village, N. H 13 

King, Charles B : 51, 5J 

King's Chapel Library, Boston, Mass 20 

Eirwan, Richard 39 

KooK Manual Labor Collie, Galeaburg, III 178 

KnoKvilte, Tenn 163 

Kuhn, J. S 178 

Ladd, William 8 

Ladies' Library, DubtiT!, N. H 13 

Lafayette College, Easton, Pa 109 

La Grange, Ala 159 

Lancaster, Pn Ill 

Lane Seminary at Walnut Hills, near CincinnKti, Ohio 169 

Lanman, Charles 140 

Lamsing, Mich , 164 

Laporte.lod , 17U 

Imv/ Association or PhilBdelphia 137 

Li*w Inaiitute, New York, N. Y 95 

Law Library, Baltimore, Md , 13S 

S-av Library, Harvard University ,. , 35 

Law Library, St Louis, Mo 183 

Lawreace, Mass 37 

Lawrence Academy, QroLOTi, Mess 3ti 

Lawrence, Amos ^ 3fi, 41 

I^wsing, A. P-. 78 

Lea, Albert Miller 104 

Lebanon, III 178 

Lebanon, Tenn Ifi4 

Legonais, I 83 

Lenox, James 93 

Leonnpd, L. W 13 

Leiherbury, Samuel C , 131 

Leverett, Washioglon. 12 

Lewisbnrg, Pa Ill 

Lr?:ington, Ky 167 

Leiingtcn, Va.; 1 44 

LAxin^on Court House, S. C ISS 

Liddle, William P 98 

Lindsay, John W 63. 

Literary Adelphi, New Hamoton, N. H. 14 

Literary and Scientigc C!ub,'ruscumbia, Ala .....v... 159 

Literary Association, Parke rsburg, Va l^S 

Literary Society, Eomney, Va J 47 

Litde Rodi, Atk , 163 

Livermore, Samuel 36 

Lockwoed, Dr. S. L 151 
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200 INDEX. 

Page, 

Loffsn, Willisffl ISO 

Loganian Library, Pliiladfllphia 122 

Loganaport, Ind. ,. 37G 

Longley, E ,. 144 

Louifliaiia. 161 

Louisiana College, Jackaoii, Lt Ifl2 

Louievilie, Ky 1G7 

Lowell, Maea ■. 3T 

Lucky, W. T.,... 181 

Ludewig, Hermann £ 

Luzen, J. P. 0. 129 

Lyceum Library, Li [tie Rock, Ark 163 

Lyceum Library, Orange, N, Y. .....i' H'S 

Lyceum Library, Worcester, Mbbb 4B 

Lyceno) of Liierature, Science, and iVlechanic Arls, Poughkeepeie, N. Y S3 

Lyceum of Natural History, N. Y 97 

Lyceum of Natural History, Troy, N. Y. U9 

MoCabe, Prof. , )7l 

McConnolf, Samuel H 169 

McDowell, Dr. 139 

McKendtee College, Lebanoc, ill , 178 

McKenzie, John I5| 

McMaaler, ?. W 1S5 

Macon, Gb 157 

Madison, Wiaconain IBG 

Madison Court House, Va 146 

MadiBon Oniueraity, Hamilton, N. Y 83 

Mahan, Asa 171 

Maine , 6, 10 

Maine Historical SociEty 8 

Malbone, Jobn 51 

Manning, JameB .■, 64 

Maiitan, Amasa 62 

Manufacturers' and Village Library, Great Falls, N. H 12 

Marchant, Henry SI 

Marietta, Ohio ] 73 

Marber, William Ifi4 

Marion, Ala , 15U 

Marion Coiinly, Ky , j.*.. 1G8 

Marsh, George P JS 

Marahalt College, Merceraburg, Pa liy 

Marshall, T. U 108 

Marahell, Mrs. Lucy 119 

Maryland , 132 

Maryland Historical Society 134 

Maryville, Tenn , 1G4 

Masonic College, Palmyra, Mo 183 

Massachusetts n 

Massaciiusetls Hiatorical Society, Boston, Moss afi 

Mather, Cotton 46, 47 

Mather Library 4G 

Mayer, Francis P , 135 

Maxwell, William .,, 147 

Meadrille, Penn Ill 

Means, Jamaa 37 

Meany, E. J 148 

Mechanics' Appfentices' Library, Boston, Mass 37 

Mechanics' Association, Providence, R. I ill 

Mechanics' Inalitule, Baltimore, Md 13fi 

Mechanics' Institute, Lancaster, Pa Ill 

Mechanics' Institute, New York, N. Y 96 

Mechanics' Inslitljte, Satem, Mass 41 

Meohanies' Inatitute, Worcester, Mess 48 

Meohanioa' Library, Newport, R, 1 53 

Mecklenhure Co., Va 149 

Medical College of Georgia 157 

Medical College of Ohio 170 

Medical College of South Carolina 154 

Medical College, Harvartt University 36 

Medico Chirnrgieal Society, Baitimore, Md.,. 136 
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Mtshan, John.S 139 

Meehan, C. H. W 139 

Mf Iville, Thomaa 49 

Marcanlile Library Aasodali on, New York ; S4 

MercnniilB Library AsBOcifliion, SI. Louis 183 

IVlercunlile Library, Baltim are S6 

Mercantile Libraiy, Philadelphia. 1^3 

Merceraburg, Penn US 

Mernet Universicy, Ga >.■ 1'^^ 

Meriden Village, Plaiiifield, N. H 13 

Merrill, James 9 

Methodist General Biblical Institute, Concord, N. 11 1 1 

MiaMi University, Oxford, Ohio ' 113 

Michaur, Andr5 - 1^ 

Michigan 1^ 

Middkbury, Vt ; ■ 16 

Middlesex Mechanics' AESociatioD, Lowell, Masa 37 

Middlelown, Ct fiS 

Mihiary Librsries, U. B, A 18T 

Milledgeville, Ga 157 

Millitigton, Rev. th ;'.-- 87 

Mills, Caleb 173 

Minnesota 1^7 

Mission School Library, Valle Cnicis, N. C 149 

Mississippi 169 

Missouri 180 

Mitchell, William 38 

Mobile, Ala 159 

Mo^t, Jamea C 17'* 

Monroe county, Ind ■ < 1^5 

MoDroe, Micb 164 

Monterey, California 187 

Montgomery County Library ABsoclatiou, Rockcille, Md 137 

MonlLcello Fenials SemiDary, 111 ■ 177 

Monlpelier, Vl 17 

Moore, Jacobs 11,93 

Morton, Joseph UO 

Mount S(. Mary's College, Emmetsbui'e, Md »T 

Mount Verncn Society, Chesterlown, Md. 137 

Murfreesborough, Tenn > 1S4 

Murray, Joseph 93 

Mantuckel, Maas 38 

WoahviUe. Tenn 164 

National Institnta, Wnahinglon, D. C , 143 

Natural History Sodety, Harvard UniTeraity.. 35 

Naval Hospital, Pensacola, Pla ^ ISU 

' Department Library, Washington, D. C 140 

i,JohnW.,D. D U3 

Newark, Del. 133 

Newark, N.J 105 

Mew Athens, Ohio 173 

New Brunswick, N. J 106 

Newbury, N. Y .'. ^... 84 

New Castle, Del.!?. , 132 

New England Genealogical Association, Boston.. S9 

New Hampshire 11,15 

New Hampshire Conference Seminary, Norlhfield, N. n ,:. 14 

New Hampshire Historical Society, Concord, N. H 11 

New Hampton, N.H '. 1* 

NewHaven.Ct 70 

New Ipswich, N. H 14 

New Jersey 105 

New Jersey Historical Society, Newark, N. J Ilf 

Newkirk, J. C 89 

New Mesico ■, 187 

New Orleans, La , 1 63 

Newport, R, I , , 48 

Newton, Mnss 33 

New York State -. 73 

Nev York Academy libiariea , 
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Hew York city , . ^ 

New York Hialorieal Sodely 

New York Hospital 

Kew York Stale Agricultural Society 

Nichols, W 

Norris'own, Pa 

Norlh Bend, Ind 

North Carolina 

Northern Aceilatiiy of Arts ond Sciences, Hanover, N. H . . . 

NorlhliBld, N. H 

Northumberland county, Ta 

Norwich, Vl 

Duties, Abner. 

Oakland College, Claiborne counly. Miss 

Oakland Female Seminary, Hillaborough, Ohio 

Oberlin, Ohio 

Observatory Library, Waahinglon, D. C 

O'Callaghan, J 

Odd Fellows' Library, Baliimors 

Ogilvie, Jamea 

Oglethorpe Uoiversily, M illedgeville, Ga 

Ohio 

Ohio Mechanics' Institute, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Ohio Wesleyan Ui.iversity, Delaware, Ohio . . : 

Old Colony Pilgrim Society, Plymouth, Maas 

Orange, N.J 

Oregon 

Orphan Asylum, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Oajrood, 8amu«l 

Oxford, Ga j 

Oxford, Lafayette County, Miss 

Oxford, Ohio 

I^kard, Alphetia S.,; 

Packard, Prof 

Palmyr*. Mo.. . 

Parian Library, Cambridgeport, Mass 

Parker, Nancy F. 

Parkeraburg, va 

Patent OfficBj Washington, D. C 

Patterson, Lemuel B 

Patton, John W 

PeBbody, Nothat5iel 

Peace Society, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me 

Pearson, Joiiattaan 

Fa.ise, Calvin 

Peirson, Edward B 

Pennfield, Ga 

Peiiningioi), Samuel H 

FennsyivaniB 

Pennsylvania College, Gettysburg, Pa 

PnmiaylvBnia Hoapilal, Fhiladelptia, Fa 

Pensscola, Fla.... 

Paucinian Society, Bowdoin College, Brnrswick, Me 

Phi Beta Kappa S.jciely, Harvard University 

Philadelphia, Pa 

FhiladelDhia Library. . / 

Philadalphian Society, Kimliall Union Academy, N. H 

Philadelphia!) Society, Middlehiiry College, Middlebury. Vi . 

Philermenian Society, Brown University 

Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass 

Phillips Academ y, ExPler, N. H 

PbilologiBt? SocJeiy, Williams College 

Philomailiean Library, Trenton, N. J 

Philomalhesian Society, Middlebiiry College 

Philopbyaian Society, Brown University 
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